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Situation Overview 

 

 In July 2014, the county received fair (averagely 21.80 mm) rains from end of first week. 

The rains were fairly spread in some parts of the county, the rains was received for only 

one day in most areas of the county. However there some areas especially at the belts of 

neighboring counties and countries received good rains but only within the first  and last 10 

days of the month. The progression was poor of 3-14 days intervals. The highest amounts 

of rains were recorded in the Formal Employment/Casual Labour (23.75 mm) livelihood 

zone while the least in the Agro Pastoral (14.39 mm). Distribution of rains in most parts the 

county was fair across all livelihood zones except pockets of the county. 

 Quality and quantity of pasture and browse in the wet season grazing areas was fair/good in 

many areas of the county. The pasture and browse was below normal. The Pasture and 

Browse was good in Agro pastoral livelihood zones and fair in pastoral zone.  

 three major Conflict incidences were reported in July 2014. This was an increase from four 

cases reported in June 2014. These conflicts are below the normal. 

 The average household walking distances to and from water sources remained the same as 

that of the previous month (5.88 Km). The distance recorded for this month is below the 

normal year distance of 6.52 km. The highest distance was recorded in the Pastoral (7.0 

km) while the least was recorded in the Agro Pastoral (2.4 km).  

 The household Livestock body condition was generally fair/good in many areas of the 

county. In the Fisheries and Agro pastoral was good and fair /good in pure Pastoral zones.  

 The mortality rate for household livestock population decreased from 6.20% in June 2014 

to 3.60% in July 2014. The highest mortality rate was recorded in the fisheries (6.32%) 

livelihood while the lowest in Agro pastoral (1.8%).  

 The average birth rate for household livestock population was 13.05 %, increase from 

12.00 % in June 2014. Higher births were recorded in agro pastoral (16.79%) livelihood 

while the lowest was recorded in the fisheries (9.55%) zone.  

 Household milk production across the Turkana County increased significantly from 27.53 

% in June 2014 to 66.87 % in July 2014. The highest milk production was recorded in the 

pure pastoral (83.44%) while the least in the Fisheries zone (0.00 %).  

 Household livestock sales rate increased from 1.9 % in June 2014 to 2.43% in July 2014. 

The agro pastoral zone recorded the highest (4.25%) livestock sales rate at the household 

while the lowest was the fisheries zone with (0.92%). This livestock sale rate value is 

above normal compared to the same period of the reference year. 

 Most health centres recorded Dysentery (213 cases), suspected Measles (2 cases) and 

confirmed Malaria (10812 cases). These cases have been reported to increase from 136, 1 

and 2631 for confirmed Malaria, Dysentery measles and confirmed Malaria respectively. 

However diarrhoea (2,931 cases), chicken pox (36 cases) and urinal tract infection (116 

cases) these cases have reduce from 3253 cases, 40 cases and 212 cases respectively. The 

most affected is the Pure Pastoral livelihood zone while the least is the Fisheries and Agro 

Pastoral 

 The percentage of children below five years at risk of malnutrition increased from 21.22% 

in June 2014 to 23.35% in July 2014.The most affected is the pure pastoral zone (30.2%) 

while the least is the Agro pastoral (4.0%).The reported is for all children below mid upper 

arm circumference of 135 mm. The risk of children being malnourished is above normal. 
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Recommendations to County Authorities and National KFSSG by the C.S.G 

 Conduct Sectorial rapid assessment to ascertain drought affected communities based on the 

early warning indicators. 

 Provide relief food to the communities affected through proper structures 

 Extend food for assets (FFA) and cash for work (CFW) programs to the untargeted 

communities through proper survey. 

 Encourage the planting of vegetables that can be harvested early. 

 De- silting of the irrigation canals and repair of contour bands. 

 Grazing reserve management to be continued. 

 Encourage commercial livestock destocking. 

 Procurement of fast moving stock and repair water points. 

 Immediate intensification of the existing nutrition program through; increased active case 

finding at community level , remapping of outreaches to increase geographical coverage, 

and  intensification of the monitoring of the nutrition situation and program quality. 

 Strengthen  existing and creating additional Stabilization Centers in Turkana South (Katilu 

Health Centre ),Turkana West( Lopiding Hospital)and Turkana West (Lokori AIC Health 

Centre) 

 Intensify Water, Sanitation and Health activities in the identified sites by the rapid response 

team. 

 Control of predators that attack livestock and human beings is necessary. 

 Regular Negotiations with regional governments(Uganda, Southern Sudan and Ethiopia) 

and Counties for free movement of Turkana Pastoralists who are  frequently cross borders 

in search of  water and pasture 

 More security personnel from the Government should be deployed in the hotspot areas. 

 Provision of fishing gears and sensitization Beach Management Units on Business 

entrepreneurship and group dynamics to the fisher folks along Lake Turkana to be 

continued. 

Current Interventions 

Non-food Interventions 

 Strengthening human security in the border community by Government of Kenya in 

support by Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations through 

Veterinary San Frontiers- Belgium (VSF B). 

 Control of Locust Invasion by Ministry of Agriculture (plant Protection) in support by 

FAO. 

 Voluntary land governance project FSTP 2013 by FAO in partnership with IFAD, UN 

HABITAT and the Global Land Tool Network (GLTN). 

 Food Security Assessment for Long rains season by National Drought Management 

Authority in support International Rescue Committee (IRC), Oxfam GB, Save the 

Children, Child Fund Kenya, World Vision and African Development Solutions (ADESO). 

 Provision of Maize Mill & construction of House,   Adolescents Girls Group, Equipment-

Women's Wellness, Material support to GBV survivors by Government of Kenya in 

support from IRC. 
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Food Aid 

World Food Programme/ other Development Partners 

 Therapeutic Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition for the Under-fives, Pregnant 

and Lactating Mothers (SFP, OTP &SC) by MOPHS supported by WFP, International 

Rescue Committee, UNICEF, WVK, Oxfam GB, and Kenya Red Cross Society and Save 

the children. 

 Relief food (General Food aid) and Food for Assets program by NDMA and County 

Government ministries in support of Food aid Partners in the County. 

 

1.0.0 ENVIRONMENTAL AND GRAZING CONDITIONS (STABILITY) 

1.1.0 Rainfall 

The amount of rainfall 

 

In July 2014, the county received fair (on average they were 21.80 mm across all divisions) 

rains for the first week of the month. The rains were fairly spread in most regions of the 

county. The rains have been on increasing trend compared to the previous month, which 

recorded an average of 10.91 mm. However, there some areas, especially at the belts of 

neighbouring counties and countries received good rains but only within the first and last 

10 days of the month.  

The highest amounts of rains were recorded in the Formal Employment/Casual Labour 

(23.75 mm) livelihood zone while the least in the Agro Pastoral (14.39 mm). For example 

the Lodwar Meteorological station recorded a total of 24.80 mm throughout the month of 

July 2014 increasing from 0.00 mm recorded in June 2014. The rains were more than 13.15 

mm of normal rains in areas surrounding Lodwar station. The rains are above normal for 

some regions of the county. 

 Temporal Distribution 

 The onset for the month was from the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 week of July 2014 in some parts of the 

County. The end of rain for the month was late as 3
rd

 week for some areas in the county. 

The rains had a true start in many parts of the county however the progression was fair of 

3-14 days intervals. 



EWS BULLETIN, JULY 2014 - TURKANA COUNTY 
 

5 

Spatial Distribution 

Distribution of rains in most parts the county was fair across all livelihood zones except 

pockets of the county which was good. 

Other Outstanding Observations 

 The Rainfall Estimates (RFE) for Turkana County increased to 94% below normal 

recorded in the month of July 2014 compared to 51% below normal recorded in the month 

of June 2014. 
 Averagely for the month of July 2014, the satellite RFE images for all divisions recorded 

21.80 mm compared to month of June 2014 which recorded RFE of 10.99 mm. 

 The greatest figure of RFE (39.99 mm) was recorded by satellite in Lokichoggio division. 
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1.2.0 Natural Vegetation and Pasture Condition 

Quality  

 The condition of Natural vegetation and Pasture is fair/good but below normal in most 

parts of the County as the rains were received during the previous and current month.  

 The Pasture and browse is good at Agro pastoral livelihood while fair in the Pastoral areas.  

Quantity 

 The amount of vegetation/pasture for the month of July 2014 was fair/good. There has been 

a significant positive change of vegetation during the month. Compared to the normal year, 

the amount of vegetation/pasture during the month was below normal. 

 Some areas have slightly increased in Vegetation Health and Density based on the 

Normalized Difference Vegetation index received in dekad 1, 2 and 3 of July 2014. The 

density is below normal as shown in the graph. Moreover the condition is expected to 

increase further based on the amounts of rains received in dekad 1 and 3. 

 

 

Distance to Grazing Areas 

 The average grazing distance (between the main grazing areas and livestock concentration 

points) for the month of July 2014 was 9.2 km this was a slight increase from 9.05 km 

recorded in the previous month.  

 The highest average grazing distance of 10.7 km was recorded in the Pastoral zone while 

the lowest was recorded in Agro pastoral with average distances of 3.3 km. 
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1.3.0 Water Sources and Availability 

 Use of Water Sources 

 
 

 The main water sources currently being used by both human and livestock population are 

traditional hand dug well, boreholes, Natural Rivers which were at 27%. 

 There has been an increase in the water flowing in the two main rivers of Turkwel and 

Kerio as from the second week of the month. Currently, the Pastoral (all species) depend 

on both traditional hand dug wells and boreholes while the Agro Pastoral and Fisheries still 

depend on natural rivers and Lakes respectively. 

Household access to water 

 
 

 The average household walking distances to and from water sources remained the same as 

that of the previous month (5.88 Km). The distance recorded for this month is below the 

normal year distance of 6.52 km. The highest distance was recorded in the Pastoral (7.0 

km) while the least was recorded in the Agro Pastoral (2.4).  
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1.4.0 Emerging Issues  

1.4.1 Conflicts and Human Displacement issues

 

 During the month there has been decreased cases of conflict between Turkana residents and 

their neighbours, this has resulted in loss of a number of livestock. This has also led to loss 

of livestock, which is the livelihood of the residents. 

 

 On 28
th

 and 28
th

 July 2014, alleged raiders from Southern Sudan raided Lokichoggio 

division where they managed to drive away 25 herds of cattle. As a result, injured two 

herdsmen. 

 On 10
th

 July 2014, Kibish Division was reported to be raided by raiders alleged to be 

from South Sudan, where they killed  two persons. No livestock group was reported to 

stolen. 

1.4.3 Migration 

 Some herders have moved towards the dry season grazing areas (high lands) in search of 

water, and pasture, especially where the rains were received during the month.  

 Most animals have migrated to areas where they received abundant/some rainfall in last 

three months especially in the western, southern and northern belt of the county. 

1.4.5 Other Factors likely to affect livelihoods 

 Overcrowding of persons in certain areas due to availability of social amenities and the fear 

of attacks by raiders from the neighbouring counties/countries. 

1.5 Implication on Food Security 

 The seasonal change is causing households to move to more secure areas in search of 

water, and pasture. This may result in an increase of food crisis in most of the areas where 

they go to or leave. 

 

 

2.0.0 RURAL ECONOMY (LIVESTOCK & AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION) (FOOD 

AVAILABILITY) 

2.1.0 Livestock Production & Marketing 

2.1.1 Livestock Body Condition 

 Generally the animal body condition of most livestock species was fair to good in the 

month of July 2014. The livestock in Agro Pastoral had good body condition while those in 
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the pure pastoral areas were fair. However there some areas the body condition for 

livestock is poor. 

2.1.2 Livestock health condition (in terms of diseases) 

 The diseases reported were Mange, Poxes and Trypanosomiasis in both camels and Cattle; 

Mange and Hemorrhagic Septicemia in sheep; and the Contagious Bovine Pleural 

Pneumonia (CBPP) and Contagious Caprine Pleural Pneumonia (CCPP) in cattle and goats 

respectively. These diseases have been reported to decrease during the month of June 2014. 

2.1.3 Milk Production 

 During the month of July 2014, the average milk produced was 66.87% per household. 

This was an increase from 12.00 % recorded in the previous month.  

 The highest milk level was recorded in the pastoral (83.44%) while the least in the 

Fisheries zone (0.00 %).  

 

2.2.0 Crop production 

2.2.1 Timeliness and condition of Crop 

 

 Some households in the agro pastoral zones had planted during the month for irrigated 

agriculture. There are only few that were successful to plant and their crops are doing well 

since they have support from the two seasonal rivers (Kerio and Turkwel) and also recharge 

of rains during the month. 

 The production is expected to be above normal( for irrigated agriculture) because of 

increased area under cultivation. 

2.2.2 Pest and Diseases 

 Currently, major pest infestation is Aphids, weevils, cutworms, army worms and Diamond 

black moth which affecting crops in the irrigated crops.  

 A major disease that is affecting the crops in the field is the maize/sorghum smut. 

2.2.3 Harvest 

 In July 2014, some communities along the Rivers Turkwel and Kerio realized some 

harvests. However, compared to the normal year, the quantity produced during the month 

was far below normal. On average, the harvests in agro pastoral and pastoral (all species) 

zones during the month were below normal while fisheries zones had no harvests at all. 

2.2.4 Implication on Food Security 

 The food security situation is expected to improve due to the cumulative effects of the 

above conditions in the most areas of the irrigation schemes.  
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3.0.0 ACCESS TO FOOD 

3.1.0 Livestock Marketing 

3.1.1 Cattle Prices 

 
 

 The average price of a medium size bull in July 2014 was Ksh.19, 760.00 this was a 

decrease from Ksh. 17,800.00 recorded in the month of June 2014. The highest price for 

one medium sized was Ksh. 25,000.00 which was recorded in pastoral zone, while the 

lowest in fisheries with no sales. Relative to the Normal year, the value recorded is above 

normal. 
 

3.1.2 Goat Prices 

 
 

 The average household price of a medium sized goat during the month of July 2014 was 

Ksh 2,364.35 this was an increase from Ksh 2,164.77 recorded in the month of June 2014. 

 The highest goat prices were recorded in the fisheries zone (Ksh. 2,580.80) while the 

lowest were recorded in the Agro pastoral zone (Ksh 2,353.10). Relative to the normal 

year, the value recorded is above normal as shown in the table above.  

3.1.3 Sheep Prices  

 The average household price of medium sheep during the month of July 2014 was Ksh. 

2,020.83. This was an increase compared to Ksh 1,891.43 recorded in the month of June 

2014.  
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 The highest household price of sheep was recorded in fisher folk (Ksh 2,600.00) while the 

lowest was in the pastoral (Ksh. 1,622.20) zone.   

3.1.4 Camel Prices 

 The household average price of a medium camel during the month of July 2014 was Ksh. 

21,250.00. This was increase from Ksh 19,750.00 recorded in June 2014. The highest 

household camel a price was fetched in Pastoral livelihood zone (Ksh. 24,500.00) while the 

lowest in Fisheries zone.  

3.2.0 Livestock Sales 
 
 

 

 The major livestock species that traded at household during the month of July 2014 were 

Goats. The County had increased in livestock sales rate, from 3.76 % recorded in June 

2014 to 2.40% in July 2014. 

 The agro pastoral livelihood zone recorded the highest (4.25%) livestock sales rate at the 

household while the lowest was the fisheries zone with (0.92%). This livestock sale rates 

value is above normal compared to the same period of the reference year. 
 

3.3.0 Milk Consumption 

 
 During the month the household milk consumption was at 64.80% compared to previous 

month which was at 8.50%. This increase attributed by the pasture, browse and water that 
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was felt during the month which is an outcome and increased recharge of monthly 

performance of the rains in those areas. 

 The highest consumption was recorded in the pastoral zone (83.85%) while the least in the 

fisheries (0.0%). The milk consumption is above normal. 

 

3.4.0 Crop Prices – (Maize, Posho & Sorghum) 

3.4.1 Maize Price 

 
 In July 2014, household average cereal price for maize across the county was Ksh. 77.10 

per kilogram indicating a decrease from Ksh. 81.83 recorded in the previous Month of June 

2014.  

 The price of maize was lowest in the agro pastoral livelihood zone (Ksh. 58.9) while 

Fisheries zone (Ksh.82.5) recorded the highest prices of that commodity. The price is 

above normal  

3.4.2 Posho (Maize meal flour) Price 
 

 The average market price for posho across the Turkana County was Ksh. 85.37 per 

kilogram in July 2014. This price was a decrease from Ksh. 93.07 recorded in the month of 

June 2014. The market price of posho was lowest in the agro pastoral zone (Ksh. 66.10) 

while fisheries zones (Ksh.88.20) recorded the highest prices.  

3.4.3 Sorghum Price 

 During the month of July 2014, the county recorded no sales for sorghum commodity these 

was attributed to holding of the commodity. Previously the sorghum recorded 40.00 per 

kilogram of the commodity.  

3.4.4 Other Major Food crops/Major Purchased (Beans) 

 During the month of July 2014, the average market price of Beans across the county was 

Ksh. 117.40 per kilogram. This was an increase from Ksh. 103.33 recorded in the month of 

June 2014. The average market price of beans was highest in the pastoral livelihood zone 

(Ksh.126.43) while the Agro Pastoral zone had the lowest of Ksh.0.00 because of hooding.  
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3.5.0 Income 

3.5.1 Crops 

 During the month of July 2014, there was little sales of own crops especially in few areas 

of agro pastoral livelihood zones.  

 

3.5.2 Other Income (Trade, Wages, etc.) 

Salaries 

 In July 2014, good salaries at household level were recorded.  

Trade 

 During the month of July 2014, trade recorded by the population engaged in small scale 

trading in most urban and Peri-urban centres were 21%; the trading activities remained the 

same as that recorded in the previous month of June 2014.   

Wages 

 In the month under review, the average daily wage rate paid to casual workers was 

Ksh.251.40 this was decrease from Kshs. 290.60 in June 2014.  

 The highest wage rate was recorded in the agro pastoral (Ksh. 361) while the lowest being 

in the pastoral (Ksh. 261). 

 

3.6.0 Terms of Trade 

3.6.1 Pastoralists’ Purchasing Power in terms of trade (Cereal: Meat Price Ratio)  
 

 
 The cereal: meat price ratio in July 2014 was 0.96, which was a decrease from 1.15 

recorded in June 2014. 

 The highest ratio was recorded in pastoral livelihood zone (1.09) while the lowest recorded 

in Agro pastoral (0.84). The ratio was below normal compared to the referenced year’s 

(2009-2013) 

 3.7.0 Implications on Food Security 

 The increase in cereal: meat ratio may have a positive effect on the food security situation 

in Turkana County. 
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4.0.0 PASTORAL WELFARE (UTILIZATION OF FOOD) 

4.1.0 Nutritional Status 

4.1.1 Malnutrition 
 

 

The percentage of children below five years at risk of malnutrition increased from 21.22% 

in June 2014 to 23.35% in July 2014.The most affected is the pure pastoral zone (30.2%) 

while the least is the Agro pastoral (4.0%).The reported is for all children below mid upper 

arm circumference of 135 mm. The risk of children being malnourished is above normal. 

4. 2.0 Health 

 Most health centres recorded Dysentery (213 cases), suspected Measles (2 cases) and 

confirmed Malaria (10812 cases). These cases have been reported to increase from 136, 1 

and 2631 for confirmed Malaria, Dysentery measles and confirmed Malaria respectively. 

However diarrhoea (2,931 cases), chicken pox (36 cases) and urinal tract infection (116 

cases) these cases have reduce from 3253 cases, 40 cases and 212 cases respectively. The 

most affected is the Pure Pastoral livelihood zone while the least is the Fisheries and Agro 

Pastoral. (Source of Dataset is from the Kenya’s Health information System period of May 

28, 2014 to June 28, 2014).  

4.2.1 Flagged Area  

 Communities in the pure pastoral livelihood zone need more attention and then they are 

closely followed by those in the fisheries, and lastly the agro pastoral livelihood zones. 

This is because they are affected by high Cereal prices, increased migration, lower crop 

production and high malnutrition. 

 

5.0.0    COPING STRATEGIES AND OTHER COPYING STRATEGIES 

 Coping strategies index (0 to 10), the month of July 2014 was 2.87 this was increase from 

2.68 recorded in June 2014. The highest index was recorded in fisheries livelihood zone 

with a value of 3.7 while the lowest was in the Agro pastoral with a value of 2.0. 

 Mining, Baskets, Beads and Mats Selling are among other copying strategies practiced at 

the household level. 


