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Highlights 

 1,202 people remain in 41 Evacuation 
Centers in Fiji, down from 11,676 on 20 
December.  

 In Samoa, 1,636 houses were damaged 
by the Cyclone, including 688 destroyed. 
This affected 12,606 people.  
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Situation Overview 
Samoa 

Restoration of water and power supply and continued support for the temporary shelters have been identified as 
the most critical humanitarian priorities in Samoa. Water supply has been restored in parts of Moataa, Lelata and 
Faatoia. However, the Fuluasou area will be without water for a month, while the Alaoa area could be without water 
for up to four months. Water is provided in most rural areas through electric pumps that are currently offline due to 
power outages. Generators have been flown in from New Zealand and deployed to those areas. The Ministry of 
Health estimates it will cost an additional US $5.7 million to meet the needs of the population affected by Cyclone 
Evan in Samoa, and is requesting financial and technical support. A relief expert from the European Union arrived 
on 27 December. Rapid needs assessments have so far been completed on water, tourism, agriculture and 
fisheries. 

 

Fiji 

At an inter-cluster meeting held on 28 December, the Fiji National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) presented 
the summary results of the Initial Damage Assessment (IDA) conducted by the line Ministries, which has been 
submitted to the Cabinet, totaling FJ$ 75 million. As a way forward, NDMO suggested to develop a strategic 
planning document - ‘Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP)’. By applying a national cluster approach, a HAP could 
capture overall needs, on-going response, and available resources for the immediate three months. The HAP could 
also provide a basis for planning early recovery/rehabilitation and inform donors of possible funding gaps. 
Meanwhile, OCHA continues to support coordination efforts by NDMO and the 8 national clusters, including 
information management such as the development of 5Ws (Who does what, where, when and why).   

 

Source: OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific 
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do 
not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Funding 
Samoa 

Immediate grant funds to the value of US$ 705,000 are being processed by the United Nations and other 
multilateral organisations (OCHA $50,000. UNDP $100,000, UNESCO $50,000, WHO $5,000 and ADB $500,000). 
A total package of AU$1,050,000 has been provided by the Government of Australia, with $100,000 of that 
provided to the Samoa Red Cross Society. The Government of New Zealand has provided NZ $2.6 million to the 
Government of Samoa for budget support and funding for four local NGOs. An existing budget allocation of US 
$750,000 from the European Union for a global climate change project has been expedited to provide support to 
the recovery effort. 

 

Fiji  

AusAID has provided 1,944 tarpaulins, 6,700 blanket, 1,482 hygiene kits, 1,600 10litre water containers, 1,620 
14litre containers, 500 shelter kits and 448,000 purification tablets. 

Humanitarian Response 

  Samoa (Population: 187,820) 

Shelter:  

 The damage and loss assessment (DALA) requested by the Government of Samoa and supported by the 
World Bank, UN and AusAID will begin on 2 January in the transport and housing sectors, and then be 
expanded on 7 January to include agriculture, education and health. 

 The National Emergency Operating Centre continues to coordinate the provision of relief to those 
accommodated in evacuation centres. The Samoa Red Cross (SRC) has indicated that it will cease formal 
management of evacuation centres. The various evacuation centres are currently managed by the Disaster 
Advisory Committee, local government, Caritas, LDS churches and SDA churches.  

 In total, 1,636 houses were damaged by the cyclone in Samoa (403 with minor damages, 545 with major 
damages, and 688 completely destroyed). This affected 12,606 people. 

 Exact figures of people staying in evacuation centres is not known at the moment, but believed to be 
around 4,500. In the National Disaster Council meeting, it was reported that the number of evacuation 
centres has increased because some of the families who had left evacuation centres to seek support from 
other families and friends have subsequently decided to return to the evacuation centres where their needs 
are better met.  

 The DAC sub-committee for housing reconstruction and settlements has recommended to NDC that 
housing recovery assistance would only be considered for families living in shelters or camps, either 
though provision of cash or building materials.  
 

Protection 
 SRC has raised concerns that evacuation centres lack a police presence, making safety and security a key 

issue. 
 

Education 

 UNESCO will provide $50,000 to support the provision of replacement school books and other education 
equipment, as the new school year will commence in six weeks in Samoa. 
 

Agriculture 
 The Government of Samoa, with support from FAO, has completed its rapid assessment of the agriculture 

sector, and a report on the findings is expected soon. 
 

Logistics 
 Samoa’s roads have largely been cleared of debris, improving access to affected areas. 
 It is anticipated that electricity networks will be restored across the country by the end of January. Materials 

are currently being imported. 
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Communications 

 Mobile phone coverage has been restored to the majority of Samoa, and no other major communication 
issues have been identified. 
 

Health 
 So far, no major medical emergencies or needs have been identified.  
 WHO and UNICEF have provided the National Health Service (NHS) with tetanus vaccines for distribution, 

and are supporting the monitoring of potential water bourne disease outbreaks, including diarrhea and 
typhoid. 
 

Fisheries 
 The Ministry of Fisheries has completed its rapid assessment, with the support of FAO. Findings are 

expected in the coming days. 

 

 Fiji (Population: 837,271) 

Shelter:  

 1,202 people remain in 41 evacuation centres in Fiji, two located in the Northern 
Division and 39 in the Western Division. 

 Estimated cost of damages in the housing sector is more than FJ$ 21 million. 
 

Education 

 The total damage to education facilities is estimated to cost more than FJ$5.7 
million. 

Agriculture 
 The total damage to the Agriculture sector is estimated at more than FJ$33 

million, including loss of livestock of more than FJ$6million  
 Root crops for staple diets such as cassava, kumala and dalo have been 

severely damaged, which is a concern for subsistence farmers. The Department 
of Agriculture is planning the distribution of kumala cuttings and vegetable seeds 
for the affected farmers. 
 

Health and Nutrition 
 Movement restrictions are in place in Koroboya Village in Ba (Western Division) in order to contain the 

spread of typhoid. The Ministry of Health has mobilized teams to support the outreach activities for 
Koroboya. 

 The Ministry of Health estimates that the total damages to the Health sector are FJ$363,400. 
 The distribution of dignity packs and hygiene kits, which has been supported by District health 

representatives, is continuing. 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 Distribution of water purification tablets and application of H2S water testing kits are current priorities. The 

French Red Cross and UNICEF provided 1,500 WASH kits to the Fiji Red Cross to distribute in areas with 
contaminated water.  

 A team of water engineers are now working with the Red Cross to install a Water Purification Unit in Ba 
 Total estimated damage to water and sewerage facilities is more than FJ$1.6 million.  

 

Logistics 

 Two Government vessels completed the first round of distributions to Yasawas on 24 December. A second 
delivery of relief and ration supplies for 12 villages is expected to be completed on 29 December. 
 

Infrastructure 
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 Fiji Electricity Authority reports that approximately 70% of power supply has been restored in the Western 
Division in terms of power demand, and 100% in Northern Province.  

 The Fiji Police Force has reported that total damages to its buildings and installations is equivalent to  the 
value of FJ$185,154.50 

For further information, please contact: 
  
Masaki Watabe, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, watabem@un.org Tel: +679 310 0373, Cell + 679-864-1991 
 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/UNOCHAROP  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNOCHA_ROP  
 
Online Crowd Map of Tropical Cyclone Evan in Samoa: https://alerts.crowdmap.com/main   https://alerts.crowdmap.com/reports 
Situation Report from Humanity Road on Samoa: http://www.humanityroad.org/_blog/Situation_Report/post/Cyclone_Evan_Samoa/ 
 
For more information, please visit www.phtpacific.org, www.unocha.org/roap, www.reliefweb.int 

 


