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Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the media, and welcome to the United Nations weekly press 

briefing broadcast live on UN radio Miraya from UNMISS HQs in Juba.   Welcome also to radio listeners 

who may also have tuned in this morning, and to media joining us from Torit via teleconference. 

Before I introduce you to our guest speakers today, and the joint initiative they will brief on, let me just 

bring you up to date on a few issues. 

Firstly, in the protection of civilians’ sites, we currently have 160,822 internally displaced seeking safety 

in the 6 POC sites on UNMISS bases.  There is a slight increase of 2,000 from the month of May in Bentiu 

which can be attributed to a general food distribution that took place in early June.    So the figures as of 

June 23, are as follows; in Juba, 27,959; Bor 2,004; Malakal 32,719; Melut 700; Bentiu 97,221; and Wau 

219.  

Moving on to Wau, and an update on the situation there in the aftermath of the violence which erupted 

over the weekend in Wau town.   UNMISS is currently providing protection to approximately 12,000 

civilians in an area adjacent to the UN base.  The mission’s military forces have created a security cordon 

around this area and are conducting active patrolling to ensure the safety of the displaced civilians 

within this location. In addition our humanitarian partners are providing basic assistance to the 

displaced people.  

Also the Mission has deployed and continues to increment the number of peacekeepers to Wau to 

reinforce those already on the ground so as to provide an additional layer of security. 

Meanwhile, the Mission has been able to conduct a number of patrols to the extent possible in and 

around the immediate vicinity of Wau town; however, our patrols continue to face access issues. The 

Mission is working across all levels (including local and national government) to secure wider access 

through the town and extend our protection efforts. 

UNMISS wishes to clarify that opening its gates are not a first line of response in the protection of 

civilians.  Opening the gates is a measure taken only in exceptional circumstances that is when all other 

protection contingencies have been exhausted. UN bases are not designed to serve as shelters for 

displaced populations. And at this time, the mission is continuing to provide a secure environment for 
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those displaced by the violence in Wau adjacent to its base. UNMISS will consider additional measures in 

line with its mandate should the security situation deteriorate further.  

The Secretary General released a statement on Saturday expressing his concern and calling on all parties 

to show restraint and to enter into dialogue. UNMISS reiterates the SGs call for restraint, to solve this 

crisis through dialogue, and for access to UNMISS and humanitarian partners to protect civilians.  

 

Moving on today’s briefing, I’m happy to introduce colleagues from the Food & Agriculture Organization, 

FAO, and the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, UNESCO who will brief us on their 

joint UNESCO/FAO Pastoralist Livelihood and Education Project, which introduces Pastoral Field Schools 

aimed at improving educational knowledge and skills among the pastoralist communities.   

So to my left representing UNESCO, is Dr. Awol Endris an Education Programme Specialist, and Jasper 

Okodi, Education Specialist.   Before joining UNESCO in 2015, Awol was the  programme officer for 

teacher education and curriculum development in the UNESCO International Institute for Capacity 

Building in Africa (IICBA) from 2005-2015.  He was also an assistant professor and chairman in the 

Department of Foreign Languages and Literature at the Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia.   Jasper 

joined UNESCO from the Lutheran World Federation Myanmar programme where he was Education in 

Emergencies capacity building consultant. He was also Education Advisor/Technical Manager with Save 

the Children UK and Save the Children International in Ethiopia, Somalia and Sierra Leone. Jasper was 

also education specialist with World Vision Uganda. 

To my Right we have representative from FAO, Ezana Kassa Program Project Manager for the Resilience 

Pastoralist and Education project with FAO, Mr Ezana has extensive experience working with rural 

communities in agriculture, livelihoods, rural development and food security in South Sudan. In addition 

to his role as the Project Manager for this programme, he is also the head of office in Rumbek, 

coordinating and managing all the work FAO in the region.  

Good Morning to you all and welcome to the UN Weekly briefing, shall we start with UNESCO? 

UNESCO 

Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the media. We very excited to be here, and we would like to 

thank you for inviting us to the press briefing broadcast live on UN Radio Miraya from UN House in Juba. 

The purpose of today's briefing is to share information on the UNESCO FAO pastoralist livelihood and 

education project. But, it may be good to put in the context of the overall work that UNESCO is doing in 

South Sudan. In this regard, we would like to mention to you that as a lead UN agency for education, 

UNESCO undertakes quite a few education activities in the country. Some examples are the work we do 

in literacy, technical and vocational education and training (TVET), Comprehensive Sexuality Education 

and Life Skills, and Education Sector Analysis. If more information is required on any one of these, we 

will provide you in the course of the press briefing or at the end.   



We would now like to   introduce the project "Enhanced Knowledge for Resilient Pastoralist Livelihoods 

and Education in South Sudan". The project is funded by the EU and is being implemented jointly by  

FAO and UNESCO in partnership with the Ministry of General Education and Instruction (MoGEI), 

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries and Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security in the former Lakes 

States. 

As you know, the pastoralist communities, in particular, the pastoralist communities in the former Lakes 

States have limited access to services. The state experienced an intensification of the drivers of conflict, 

cattle raids within the state itself and among the states of the region. Food insecurity, youth 

unemployment, and the lack of access to education opportunities are among the key concerns in the 

different counties of the state.  

To address the above challenges, FAO and UNESCO are undertaking a multi-dimensional approach to 

improving livelihood security and empower pastoralist households and communities as well as 

strengthening institutional capacity to provide sustainable and accountable skills transfer and education 

services. 

The overall objective of the project is to contribute to “the improved Pastoralist Livelihoods and Food 

and Nutrition Security in South Sudan”  

The project specific objectives are to 1) Improved livelihood security and empowerment of pastoralist 

households and communities and 2) Strengthened institutional capacity to provide sustainable & 

accountable skills transfer, strategy and education services to pastoralists communities. 

 The project targets pastoralist communities (children 8-12 years, youth and adults) in 5 counties of 

former Lakes States: Rumbek Center, Wulu, Yirol East, Yirol West, Awerial counties. Ministries' staff and 

community facilitators/teachers are also benefiting from the project through capacity building. 

Since the start of implementation of the project, the following have been undertaken.  

 Mobilised pastoralist communities and supported them in developing Disaster Risk Reduction Plans 

 Established the Technical Working Group (TWG) at national and state levels. The members comprised of 

technical staff from MoGEI, MLF, MoAFS, FAO and UNESCO 

 The  TWG members were taken for experience sharing visit to Kenya to learn best practices and 

approaches in providing education and livelihoods diversification to pastoralists 

 Adapted an integrated curriculum that builds on the Pastoralist Field School (PFS) approach and 

Pastoralist Education Programme of the (MoGEI) to address education needs of the pastoralist men, 

women, boys and girls in the cattle camps. 

 It provides an  entry point and platform for bringing about attitudinal and behavioural change through 

livelihoods (Livestock and Agriculture), literacy, numeracy, life skills and basic skills training 

interventions. It addresses cross-cutting issues such as gender, climate change, HIV/AIDS, life skills, 

Disaster Risk Reduction, as well as issues of persons living with disabilities.  

 PLEFS groups (children, youth and adults) formation at selected cattle camps 



 Identified and provided five weeks  training to 33 Community Facilitators/Teachers from the cattle 

camps on the  integrated curriculum approach 

 Learning materials to be  procured and distributed   

 Implement Pastoralist Livelihoods Education Field School sessions. 

  Teaching and learning, literacy and numeracy sessions, and Livelihoods interventions. 

 Training group members on IGA and support various  IGA activities initiated by the groups 

 

The majority of out of school children in South Sudan are from pastoralist communities, and without 

education and literacy skills, it will be difficult to diversify the community livelihoods.  It will also be 

difficult to implement Village Savings and Loans Association, and peace building efforts would be a 

challenge. That's why education is an important part of this project. 

The project provides an opportunity to raise awareness of the project model and the need to develop a 

holistic programme that will empower the pastoralist communities and nurture a culture of peace. 

FAO 

Good morning everyone! We are glad to be here and appreciate the opportunity given to us to discuss 
the resilience pastoralist livelihood and education project. 
 
The project is funded by the EU and implemented jointly by FAO and UNESCO. The project is part of the 
“Zonal Effort for Agricultural Transformation – Bahr el-Ghazal Effort for Agricultural Development” 
programme. The project started last year and expected to end by mid-2018. 
 
This project is one of the projects that FAO implements to build resilience of communities in South 
Sudan based on its South Sudan Resilience Strategy. The FAO strategy in South Sudan aims at increasing 
the resilience of livelihoods, including the protection of the most vulnerable population groups, and 
enhance livelihoods-based productive sectors, while also reducing vulnerability to shocks and stressors. 
In this regard FAO’s work includes protecting livelihoods of the most vulnerable in times of crisis by 
providing livelihood kits; reducing food and nutrition gap by supporting improved access to appropriate 
production, post-harvest and processing technologies; and supporting livelihood and income 
diversification. 
 
In this project, FAO focuses on livelihood diversification and community managed disaster risk reduction 
through learning in cattle camps. The project is a pilot project that promotes the Pastoralist Livelihood 
and Education Field Schools (PLEFS) model, a model that integrates livelihood and education to reach 
pastoral communities in cattle camps. UNESCO takes lead on the education component. 
 
Pastoralist communities in South Sudan receive limited services to improve their livelihoods due to the 
mobile nature of pastoralist. The traditional livelihood and educational model per definition excludes 
pastoral communities due to their seasonal movements and this needs to change. The pastoralist 
communities in former Lakes State face conflict, food insecurity, youth unemployment and cattle 
raiding. To bring about behavioural change of pastoralists, there is need to extend livelihoods, literacy, 
numeracy life skills & basic skills training interventions. 
 



Pastoral Field School (PFS) approach provides an excellent entry point to and platform for improving 
pastoralist knowledge and skills. The PLEFS approach combines livelihood interventions with an 
education component. 
 
FAO with UNESCO, in close partnership with the Ministry of General Education and Instruction, Ministry 
of Livestock and Fisheries Industries and Ministry of Agriculture, and Food Security has developed a 
learning curriculum for adults, youth and children that integrates pastoral field school and pastoral 
education approaches. Combining literacy and numeracy skills building with training in animal health 
and production, this pilot curriculum provides a critical opportunity to empower pastoralist households 
improve their livelihoods and communities in South Sudan. FAO and UNESCO have just completed a five-
week facilitators and teachers training in the Pastoralist livelihood and education field school approach 
in Rumbek on 27 June 2016. Some 33 participants took part. 
 
The project has two main components: livelihood security and empowerment through learning and 
institutional capacity building. 
 
-------------------------------------------- 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  

Question 1: From Torit: Voice of America 
My question is about the skills provided in the Pastoralist Project training. Can you explain what kind of 
training have you been giving the pastoralists? Is it modern training? Commercial training? Or domestic 
training? 
 
Answer: 
We provide a 5 week training on an integrated curriculum that addresses aspects of basic education for 
children in key subject areas (English, science, maths and social studies). The teachers and facilitators 
are from the cattle camps so they are able to move with their communities as they conduct sessions on 
livelihood, agriculture and animal production. The training is structured to cover content on livestock 
production; how they can identify diseases, basic methods of treatments, animal care. We also have 
contents on agriculture practices as well as aspects on entrepreneurship and income generating 
activities. It is a comprehensive training giving a broad aspect of content in an integrated curriculum. We 
also address cross-cutting issues such as gender issues within the communities and key important 
aspects in peace building and conflict management. 
 
Question 2: From Torit: – [inaudible] 
My question is about food security; you said that you targeted conflict areas and people in Kenya and in 
cattle camps [rest of the question inaudible]. You also said that you were targeting children and youth 
[rest of the question inaudible.] 
 
Answer: 
In regards to food security the approach includes both livelihood and adult literacy. What this model is 
trying to do is to allow the pastoralist communities to make best use of the livestock resources they 
have; their main resource being the cattle. There will be a lot of support and training in milk handling 
and processing for example, we have included other resources as well, for example the cattle keepers 
usually move around where there are water resources (rivers and streams) so fisheries resources are 
available to support them in fish handling and processing so they are able to diversify their livelihood. 



We also mentioned income generating activities thanks to the resources they have and link them with 
nearby towns and markets in order to add income. The main challenge is the high level of illiteracy in 
those areas, for example women selling the milk in town are easily cheated because they don’t know 
how to count. So the literacy and numeracy component provided by UNESCO will complement those 
livelihood supports. 
 
Question 3: – Nation Newspaper 
How is the project benefiting the children’s livelihood in the pastoralist areas when we know that in 
cattle camps children are more engaged in looking after the animals, also the pastoralists are known to 
move from place to place, how is UNESCO managing that? 
 
Answer: 
The livelihood of the pastoralists revolve around the cattle, the children contribute in looking after the 
cattle so these children lose out on education. Most pastoralist families take the brightest children to 
the cattle camp to take care of the cattle because it is a household asset so they have no access to 
education. That is why this project targets those children so they can have access to education and be 
able to adopt new technologies or join formal education in the future if they wish to. In regards to the 
lifestyle; pastoralists move around according to the season due to resources that is why we are training 
facilitators and teachers who will be moving with them so it is a mobile approach.  
In this project we are also looking at the long term benefits from the community being educated and 
having literacy skills. For example, cattle raids are usually done by the youth, something that can be 
avoided once they are equipped with knowledge, skills and another view of the world allowing them to 
engage in entrepreneurial and income generating activities thus contributing to long term peace 
building and reduction of conflict.  
 
Question 4: – Kyodo News (Japan) 
It is obviously easier to protect the civilians inside the Wau base, why is it a last resort? Is it because the 
security of the base will be compromised? Or if you let them in you cannot ask them to leave?  
 
Answer: 
The protection of civilians is being done in an area adjacent to our base and all measures have been put 
in place to cordon off this area and provide safety and security for the displaced. Opening the gate is not 
a first line reaction. When the conflict erupted in December 2013 all other measures had been 
exhausted and that is why the gates had been opened but currently right now our peacekeepers have 
managed to contain the area where the IDPs are and they are being protected. We are also augmenting 
the peacekeepers we have on the ground with additional troops over the weekend and into the course 
of the week.  
 
Question 5: Emmanuel Joseph Akile – Eye Radio 
We have information that UNMISS is currently negotiating with the SPLA in order to conduct additional 
patrols in the town of Wau. How soon can we expect you to be patrolling the town because the people 
feel like the town is not secure. Also hundreds of people are currently in the bush so what plans are put in 
place from the UN agencies in order to assist these people? Can you also inform us on the situation of 
IDPs inside your base? 
 
 
 
 



Answer: 
The missions has been able to patrol, however there are areas in the southern part of town that we 
haven’t been able to access so currently the Mission is in dialogue with local and national authorities to 
go beyond those areas, but since Sunday I believe patrols are being conducted.  
In regards to the population that is in the bush, my understanding is that our humanitarian partners are 
providing humanitarian assistance not only to the IDPs in the area close to the compound but also to 
some other areas in town. 
 
Question 6: - Anadolu News Agency 
The UN has said that 10,000 civilians have sought protection in Wau but there are contradicting reports 
about the number of people that have been killed. The South Sudan government is saying that only 43 
people have been killed what is the UN figure? And about the Malakal attack earlier this year… Last 
week the UN Under-Secretary of Peacekeeping Operations said in New York that the UN will send back 
the peacekeepers home over the lack of responsiveness during the attack in Malakal. Do you have any 
information about these peacekeepers being sent home? 
 
Answer: 
In regards to the figures, yes I am well aware that the government held a press conference yesterday 
and they gave figures on fatalities and casualties but unfortunately the Mission is not in the position to 
give an update on the figures because we have not been able to have full access. Without full access we 
cannot give an update on figures.  
About the Board of Inquiry, the Under Secretary-General for Peacekeeping, Mr. Ladsous did a briefing to 
the Security Council last and outlined some of the recommendations and findings of the report and said 
that those that were held accountable will be sent back home; we don’t have any more details on that 
because we haven’t seen the report however I have got a note for correspondents that you can have 
after the briefing which gives some more background on the report and its findings, there is also a web 
link to a press-stakeout that Mr. Ladsous gave last week and you will be able to get some more details 
there on what he actually said. I will share that with you after the briefing. 
 
Question 7: Opio Jackson – Juba Monitor 
I would like to know the updates on the reports of malaria increase in Bentiu PoC by IOM. It is stated that 
it is accounted for 50% of the cases in the PoC site. 
 
Answer: 
I did read that press release but I do not have an update on that because that’s a campaign that IOM are 
implementing themselves so I suggest that you contact the Public Affairs for IOM on that. Thank you. 
 
Question 8: [Did not identify himself] 
When we look at the FAO/UNESCO project we see that the project is focusing on the former Lake states 
which contain five counties. Why was it necessary to choose the Lake states and how will it impact the 
general population of South Sudan?  
 
Answer: 
The choice of the intervention was because of the modernity of the conflict and the challenges in access 
to services in terms of livelihood alternatives, lack of education access and youth unemployment. We 
chose this as a pilot project because we cannot scale up to cover many locations at the moment because 
it is a complex project involving three key ministries looking at livelihood diversification in agriculture, 
livestock management and also education services plus a lot of cross-cutting issues. We are piloting this 



project in a small scale, targeting the most affected area in order to learn from this integrated approach 
which will enable us to scale up later to other states that are pastoralist in nature. 
The validation of the curriculum was a process that involved key technical people from different 
ministries, the University of Juba and the University of Rumbek, and technical people from various 
NGOs. The feedback from this validation workshop required some modifications taken into account by 
the curriculum writing team. We had a five week long training for 33 facilitators and teachers on this 
integrated approach and they are now back in the cattle camp to start implementing this with the 
various targeted groups. 
 

Deputy Spokesperson 
This concludes the briefing for this week, a big that you to our guest speakers from UNESCO and FAO 
and thank you media.  
We will see you next week.  


