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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Estimates for the 2012 harvest point to another above average 
cereal production 

 Cereal markets remain well supplied, following several 
consecutive years of good crop 

The 2013 rainy season has started in the South 

The raining season has started in the southern part of the country, 
where planting of the first maize crop is underway. Planting will 
progress northwards with the onset of rains. 

A good cereal crop was gathered in 2012 
Harvesting of the 2012 cereal crop was completed last January. In spite 
of erratic precipitation in parts of the country at the beginning of the 
cropping season, official estimates indicate that cereal production 
expanded by 12 percent in 2012, over previous year’s level, to about 
1.19 million tonnes. This level of production is 19 percent above the 
average of the previous five years. Production of maize, the main staple 
cereal, is estimated at a record 807 000 tonnes. 
 
Cereal production has been increasing steadily over the past few years, 
reflecting mostly stable weather conditions. 

Prices of coarse grains continue to follow normal 
seasonal patterns in general 

Reflecting last year’s good harvests, markets remain generally well 
supplied and coarse grains prices continue to follow normal seasonal 
patterns in most parts of the country. For example, in Lomé, maize 
prices remained mostly stable over last year, reflecting adequate 
supply. In March 2013 maize prices were 12 percent below their levels 
a year earlier. Prices of imported rice, mainly consumed in urban 
centres, also remained stable across the country in recent months, in 
line with trends in international markets. 
 
Overall, food prices are likely to continue to follow normal patterns, in 
view of the relatively high supply levels in the whole region and the 
stable international cereal prices. 
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