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1. DTM, 24 May 2015
2. IDP families who displaced to and within the governorate.
3. All information, unless otherwise specified, in this report is from IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from 24 May 2015 and from field reports of the Rapid Assessment and Response Teams. For more information on the DTM, visit: http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
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Thi-Qar governorate hasn’t been directly affect-
ed by the current ongoing violence, therefore the 
influx of IDPs to this area reflects the general de-
velopments in Iraq. The first 474 IDP9 individuals 
were driven here mostly from the conflict that 
affected Ramadi and Heet districts in Anbar be-
tween January and June 2014, 39% of whom set-
tled in Nassriya district, the governorate’s capital. 
With the capture of Mosul and Tikrit cities, an 
additional estimated 3,000 persons fled mostly 
to Nassiriya and Suq Al-Shoyokh districts escap-
ing the spread of violence in Ninewa (63% of the 
then  displaced IDPs in Thi-Qar) and Kirkuk (13%) 
governorates.  IDPs fled mostly from the districts 
witnessing the fiercest fights in the reporting period, including Mosul and Telafar in Ninewa, and Kirkuk. Additionally, families continued 
to displace from Ramadi in Anbar. 
Over 60% of IDPs who currently reside in Thi-Qar displaced after August. 66% of more than 5,316 individuals who displaced to Thi-Qar 
since then originate in various districts of Ninewa including Mosul and Telafar districts. The remainder was driven, inter alia, from Kirkuk 
and Ramadi in Anbar. Nassiriya district was the most common district of displacement  for IDPs throughout all periods.

Thi-Qar is located in southern Iraq. With a to-
tal population of 1,616,2264 individuals, the 
governorate depends mostly on agriculture. 
In the past the agrarian economy depended 
on the marshlands, which covered Al-Shatra 
and Al-Chibayish districts. The draining of the 
Marshland areas during the 1980s severely 
affected the governorate’s economy.5 As a 
result, the aforementioned districts are now 
considered the poorest in Thi-Qar.
Thi-Qar wasn’t as directly affected by the vio-
lence ongoing in Iraq over the past decade as 
other governorates, however it hosted over 
57,000 of the 2006 IDPs.6

Recently, the outbreak of conflict in 2014 
brought here over 8,800 individuals who dis-
placed mostly from Ninewa. The total IDP7 

population in Thi-Qar amounts to less than 
1% of the total IDP population in Iraq. The 
majority of displaced populations reside in 
Nassiriya district - the governorate‘s capital 
and administrative centre, which continues 
to attract IDPs due to the availability of basic 
services.
The security situation remains relatively sta-
ble. However, IOM staff reported conflicts, 
which originate from the traditional, tribal 
social fabric of the governorate population. 
Reportedly, there were tensions between HC 
and IDPs due to the common belief that IDPs 
were favored by humanitarian aid in a host 
community that is already very poor.8 

Governorate of origin

District of 
displacement

Anbar Babylon Bagh-
dad

Diyala Kirkuk Ninewa Salah 
al-Din

Total 
of IDP 
individuals

Al-Chibayish  24  -    -    -    24  354  -    402 

Al-Rifa'i  114  -    78  -    420  744  96  1,452 

Al-Shatra  66  6  -    12  30  1,230  42  1,386 

Nassriya  714  48  24  72  450  2,676  216  4,200 

Suq Al-
Shoyokh

 162  132  42  36  342  522  144  1,380 

Total  1,080  186  144  120  1,266  5,526  498  8,820 

In January clashes broke 
out in Ramadi, after the Ira-
qi army stormed a protest 
camp suspected of shelter-
ing insurgents. 94,927 fam-
ilies displaced.

June 10, IS seized control of 
Mosul. Terrorists issued a 
statement that Iraqi Chris-
tians must ”convert, pay 
taxes, or be killled”. 117,284 
families displaced.

August. As IS continued per-
secuting Ninewa minorities, 
a vast population of Kurdish
Yazidis sought refuge in the 
nearby Sinjar mountain. 
288,129 families displaced.

AnbAr crisis10 Mosul crisis The sinjAr offensive

Thi-QAr

irAQ

474  IDP individuals 
(79 families), the 

majority displaced 
from Anbar

3,030 IDP individuals 
(505 families)

displaced , inter alia, 
63% from Ninewa, 
13% from Kirkuk

5,316  IDP individuals 
(886 families)

displaced, inter alia, 
66% from Ninewa, 16% 

from Kirkuk

WAves of displAceMenT in 2014

4. Figures don›t include IDPs and Syrian refugees population and are based on Gol COSIT (2007);  
5. Thi-Qar Governorate Profile, IAU 2009
6. Iraq: Thi Qar governorate profile Sep 2009 - IOM IDP and returnee assessment
7. IDPs and returnees are generally categorized in three different groups: those displaced prior to 2006 due to circumstances such asthe first and 
second Gulf Wars, policies of the former regime, and environmental issues; those displaced after the dramatic rise in sectarian conflict between 2006-

2008; and those who were displaced in late 2013 until present due to the armed group offensives that affected Iraq and Syria.
8. RART monthly narrative report. March 2015 
9. Number of individuals is counted by multiplying number of families by 6, that is an average size of an Iraqi family.; 
10. Ongoing displacement, IOM 2014
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The number of IDPs dropped between January and February due to the Iraqi 
Security Forces (ISF) efforts to reclaim control over areas in northern and cen-
tral Iraq. Reportedly, many families returned to their areas of origin, including 
Babylon, Kirkuk and areas around Baghdad.11

Currently, IDPs who reside in Thi-Qar governorate amount to less than 1% of the 
total IDP poulation in Iraq. IOM staff reported that many IDPs had their relatives 
killed by the AGs or faced direct threats.12 Moreover, the cut-off of basic services 
was another push factor for displacement.13

The availability of services, housing and administrative character of Nassiriya 
district continue to pull IDPs to this area. Additionally, this district hosts MoMD 
offices where IDPs can complete their registration process. As a result, this dis-
trict hosts 48% of all IDPs in the governorate as of May 2015.
Additionally, 48% of IDPs in the governorate were accommodated by three dis-
tricts, which are: Al-Shatra, Al-Rifa’i and Suq Al-Shoyokh; the remaining 5% are 
situated in the southernmost Al-Chubaiysih district. 
In general, the IDP ethno-religious population make-up in Thi-Qar corresponds 
with the ethno-religious composition of the host community. However, IOM 
staff reported about tensions between IDPs and HC, due to the common belief 
IDPs have been favored by receiveing humanitarian aid.

11, RART monthly narrative report, May 2015 
12. Ibid.
13. Ibid.
14. Ibid.; 15. Ibid.

The period of time spent in displacement has 
not yet exceeded two years, therefore many 
IDPs haven’t had time to settle in their new 
locations. An undefined future and the chang-
ing character of the prevailing conflict which 
lacks a clear balance of power between AGs 
and ISF has clearly shaped the intentions of 
IDPs throughout Iraq.

Nearly all IDPs staying in Thi-Qar desire to 
return. The combination of overcrowding, 
poor living conditions prevailing in both pri-
vate housing and critical shelter, in addition 
to economic hardship only strengthen this 
desire to return. Moreover, the majority of 
IDPs are currently facing many diffculties in 
finding employment. Additionally, they are 
reportedly perceived as being favored, which 
leads to social tension in the community.14

Due to the presence of relatives, 11% of the 
respondents in Suq Al-Shoyokh and 4% in 
Nassiriya intend to locally integrate.

6% of all respondents in the governorate wait 
to detemine their decision. The majority of 
whom originate in Mosul and reside in Al-Chi-
bayish and Nassiriya. The turmoil prevailing 
in their governorate of origin is presumably 
the reason for their hesitancy.

Despite the ongoing violence, IDPs continue 
to return to their governorates. In May, IOM 
staff reported return movement of 100 IDP 
families, who went back to liberated areas in 
Babylon and Kirkuk.15

inTenTions

Gender- AGe breAkdoWn

Notably, 37% of all IDPs assessed in Thi-Qar 
were under 14. Additionally, overall the ratio of 
men to women among IDPs in the governorate 
was 3:4.

3. Gender-age breakdown

IOM Iraq
Governorate profile: Thi-Qar, June 2015
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2. Intentions by district
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Similar ethno-religious make-up of the vast 
majority of displaced populations and host 
community results in 49% of IDPs staying with 
host families. Reportedly, those who accepted 
the aforementioned hospitality are not relat-
ed to their hosts, which only highlights strong 
bonds in the community.

The availability of housing and the small size of 
IDP population  result in the fact that 39% of 
those who displaced rent a house. Reportedly, 
rented housing frequently doesn’t necessari-
ly predicate good living conditions, given that 
some flats provide minimum comfort and some 
are often completely unfurnished.16 

7% of IDPs in Thi-Qar stay in religious build-
ings. Reportedly, this type of shelter lacks pri-
vacy, given that all families stay in one large 
hall. Non-durable, wooden walls have been 
constructed by humanitarian organizations in 
order to provide IDPs with private space. 17

In addition to this, 330 persons reside in the 
Al-Shuhada  Foundation Camp located in 
Al-Chibayish district.

lastly, a few families are living in informal set-
tlements in Al-Shatra district and one family is 
reportedly living in a school.

Since the start of the latest crisis, Thi-Qar saw a moderate in-
flux of IDPs. This in turn, didn’t affect the urban capacity to 
the extent it did in more populated governorates. As a result, 
rented housing was available and IDP families were more 
likely to rent a house, which provided them with privacy. Ad-
ditionally, many of them stay with host families.
Critical shelters weren’t very common among the IDP popula-
tion in Thi-Qar, given that similar ethno-religious background 
made it easier for them to find a local host.
Due to return movement, figures of rented housing were 
steadily decreasing until the April Ramadi crisis, when due 
to the spread of violence, many IDPs were forced to flee the 
conflict-affected areas in Anbar.

shelTer MoveMenT over TiMe

shelTers

IOM Iraq
Governorate profile: Thi-Qar, June 2015

5. Shelters over time18

4. Shelters by districts

16. RART monthly narrative report, May 2015;  17. ibid.
18. Critical shelter arrangements include: unfinished and abandoned buildings, religious buildings, school buildings, informal settlements, other 
formal settlements, as well as unknown arrangements. These shelter types are classified as critical since the facilities are either not sustainable or 

inadequate to provide safe living conditions to the displaced population. Private settings include host families, rented housing and hotels/motels. 
While these shelter arrangements should ensure better living standards to their occupants, they can entail a considerable burden to the host 
community as well as place strain on the functioning of basic services. Please refer to Annex 3 on DTM Shelter definitions for further information.

An IDP woman from Kirkuk living with a host 
family in al-Nassiriya district, February 2015.
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IOM Iraq
Governorate profile: Thi-Qar, June 2015 Reportedly, many IDPs suffer from chronic diseases.20 

This, in addition to poor economy, which prevents 
families from buying necessary medications and visit-
ing doctors have impacted the health issues prevailing 
in the governorate. Moreover, health facilities offer 
only the basic health care services.

Additionally, 6% of the respondents indicated legal 
help to be the top priority need,21 what is related to 
the fact that many IDPs have been deprived of their 
personal documents by the AGs. Reportedly, IDPs also 
face problems with registration of new born babies.22

6. The five top priority needs by districts

7. The top five priority needs by shelter types

19. RART monthly narrative report, May 2015
 20. 21. 22 Ibid.

Iraq has experienced an economic decline in 
the aftermath of the recent crisis. As a result, 
indicated needs reflect the economic-relat-
ed issues  prevailing in the governorate.

Shelter/ housing (30%), access to work (26%) 
and NFIs (21%) were the most frequent-
ly mentioned needs by the respondents in 
Thi-Qar. The prolonging displacement cause 
financial depletion of the displaced families 
who rent housing, so they seek employment 
to maintain their shelter status. Reportedly, 
the influx of IDPs has resulted in soaring rent 
prices. Need for shelter was the greatest in 
Al-Shatra and Al-Rifa’i, which host a large 
number of IDPs residing in religious build-
ings.

 As for the IDPs who reside with host fami-
lies or in critical shelters, they often cannot 
afford to rent a house and are in dire need 
for both employment and shelter/housing.

Need for NFIs originates from financial 
hardship and is closely tied to the aforemen-
tioned issues. Similarly, the need for food, 
which was indicated by the respondents in 
almost all districts.

Respondents in Suq Al-Shoyokh  identi-
fied education to be among the top priority 
needs. The number of educational facilities 
is insufficient, so in frequent they operate in 
two or three shifts. Additionally, the afore-
mentione facilities are located far away from 
area of displacement, which prevents par-
ents from sending their children to school.19

prioriTY needs

RART teams continue to assess IDP needs
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