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Security Incidents 
 

Africa 
Central African Republic 
03 January 2017: In Bokayi, around 50 unidentified gunmen 
attacked a convoy of the United Nations Multidimensional 
Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic 
(MINUSCA), which was returning from a patrol in the region, killing 
the driver and two Bangladeshi peacekeepers. Source: The Daily Star 
 
03 January 2017: Near Obo, Haut-Mbomou Prefecture, unidentified 
gunmen attacked a team of peacekeepers as they were escorting 
fuel trucks, killing two Moroccan peacekeepers and injuring 
another. The perpetrators fled into the bush. Sources: Reuters and 
RJDH 
 
Ivory Coast 
16 January 2017: In Abidjan, between 30 and 50 young adults threw 
stones at the door and stormed the French Jean Memoz 
International High School, causing significant material damage and 
panic. The school was temporarily closed until further notice. 
Source: Abidjan.net 
 
Mali 
04 January 2017: In Gao, unidentified motorcycle-borne gunmen 
shot and killed a security guard working for the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The perpetrators immediately 
fled the scene. Sources: aBamako and AWSD 

24 January 2017: In Aguelhok, Kidal Region, a mortar attack from an 
unidentified source hit a United Nations Multidimensional 
Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) camp belonging 
to the Chadian contingent, killing one peacekeeper, and seriously 
injuring two others. Source: aBamako 
 
Nigeria 
13 January 2017: Near Isheri, Ogun State, unidentified gunmen 
stormed Tulip International School and kidnapped three students 
and two staff. A 1.2 billion Nigerian Naira ransom was demanded for 
their secure release. The victims were freed 11 days later. Sources: 
Africa News, Channels Television and Daily Post 
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16 January 2017: In Borno State, suspected Boko Haram suicide bombers detonated themselves in a 
University of Maiduguri (UNIMAID) mosque, killing four people and injuring 17 more. Source: The Cable 
 
17 January 2017: In Rann, Borno State, a military airstrike on an IDP camp killed nine aid workers, 
including six Nigerian aid workers from the ICRC and 236 civilians. Several aid workers, including 13 ICRC 
aid workers. An unspecified number of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) aid workers were among 52 
people injured in the attack. Eight of the injured aid workers were airlifted out of the town for medical 
assistance. In response to the attack, the ICRC stated they remained committed to delivering aid to the 
region. The intended target of the airstrike was Boko Haram militants. Sources: AWSD, BBC, 
Independent, Reuters, The Guardian Nigeria, TRF I, TRF II, TRF III and VOA 
 
19 January 2017: In Rann, Borno State, more than 100 Boko Haram fighters launched an attack on the 
IDP camp that was hit on 17 January, prompting soldiers to fight back. Source: ABC 
 
29 January 2017: In Bori, Khana, Rivers State, unidentified gunmen kidnapped a female lecturer from 
Department of Computer Science, Kenule Beeson Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic, whilst on her way to church. 
Source: Punch  
 
31 January 2017: In the town of Kontcha, unidentified gunmen attacked a UN technical team, killing 
three Nigerians and two Cameroonians and wounding several others. Sources: Africa News and  Reuters  
 
Somalia 
04 January 2017: In Mogadishu, a vehicle-borne IED (VBIED) was detonated near a UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) compound, injuring four UN security guards. The militant group al Shabaab claimed 
responsibility for the attack. Sources: International Business Times, TRF, Radio Alsan and VOA 
 
South Africa 
10 January 2017: In KwaZulu-Natal Province, unidentified perpetrators hijacked two vehicles belonging 
to a government health department. Source: IOL 
 
31 January 2017: In Khayelitsha, Cape Town, unidentified perpetrators held at gunpoint and robbed an 
ambulance team while they were performing medical duties. The perpetrators stole the ambulance 
team members’ mobile phones and wallets. Source: News24 
 
South Sudan 
06 January 2017: In Rumbek, Lakes State, four unidentified armed men broke into an unspecified INGO 
compound. One national security guard was injured by gunfire and was taken to hospital before being 
medically evacuated to another facility for further treatment. Source: AWSD 
 
08 January 2017: In Rubkuai, Mayendi, Unity State, armed assailant(s) shot and killed a national aid 
worker from an unspecified INGO at night while visiting family members. The motive of the attack is 
suspected to be robbery. Source: AWSD 
 
14-15 January 2017: In Juba, unidentified perpetrators broke into the offices of South Sudan Civil Society 
Alliance (SSCSA), looted two televisions, a projector and stationery, and broke cupboards and desk 
drawers. Source:  Radio Tamazuj 
 
Sudan 
23 January 2017: In Foreca IDP Camp, South Darfur State, military intelligence agents and police officers 

https://www.thecable.ng/shekau-my-people-attacked-unimaid-mosque-because-of-its-ungodly-acts?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ThecableTopStories+%28TheCable+
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38654991
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/nigeria-refugee-camp-bombing-military-jet-kills-deaths-a7531991.html
http://news.trust.org/item/20170120105058-jozsi/
http://guardian.ng/news/airstrike-on-idp-camp-kills-52/
http://news.trust.org/item/20170120164903-1kjkd/
http://news.trust.org/item/20170121195436-lm0oq/
http://news.trust.org/item/20170117215811-t9vzb/
http://www.voanews.com/a/nigeria-idp-camp-bombing-death-toll-adjusted/3689824.html
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/boko-haram-attacks-camp-bombed-nigerias-air-force-44911752
http://punchng.com/gunmen-abduct-female-lecturer-rivers/
http://www.africanews.com/2017/02/01/five-un-officials-dead-in-attack-on-nigeria-cameroon-border/
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN15G50N
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/al-qaeda-car-bomb-attack-mogadishu-targets-un-mission-injuring-guards-1599242
http://news.trust.org/item/20170104090911-nnfut/
http://www.radiodalsan.com/2017/01/04/four-injured-in-undp-car-bombing-near-mogadishu-airport/
http://www.voanews.com/a/somalia-car-bombing-wounds-security-guards-working-for-un/3662464.html
http://www.iol.co.za/news/crime-courts/theft-of-health-department-vehicles-poses-threat-to-locals-7370422
http://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/ambulance-crew-robbed-at-gunpoint-in-khayelitsha-20170131
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/thieves-break-civil-society-office-juba-steal-televisions
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entered the camp and beat and tortured a previously-detained resident. Source: Dabanga Sudan 
 
28 January 2017: In Fata Borno IDP camp, Kutum, North Darfur State, unidentified gunmen severely 
assaulted a female resident. Source: Dabanga Sudan 
 

Asia 
Afghanistan 
04 January 2017: In Andar district, Ghazni Province, unidentified gunmen fatally shot the head of the 
provincial education department, whilst he was on his way to a mosque. Source: Afghanistan Times 
 
11 January 2017: The Afghan Taliban released a video showing an Australian teacher from Kabul’s 
American University and his American colleague whom they had kidnapped in August 2016. The victims 
are seen pleading with the US Government to negotiate with their captors and warning that they would 
be killed unless a prisoner exchange was agreed. Source: Reuters 
 
15 January 2017: In Kot district, Nangarhar Province, Islamic State militants kidnapped 14 teachers and 
an unspecified number of Ministry of Education staff. Source: Tolo News 
 
Update 16 January 2017: An ICRC aid worker, who was abducted on 19 December 2016 in Kunduz 
Province, was released. Source: Tolo News 
 

Middle-East and North Africa  
Iraq/Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) 
31 January 2017: In Mosul, fighting between Islamic State militants and Iraqi Government troops 
destroyed Salam Hospital. Source: Rudaw 
 
Lebanon 
29 January 2017: In Zgharta district, North Governorate, the Lebanese Army raided several refugee 
camps and arrested 15 Syrians for allegedly entering Lebanon illegal. Source: National News Agency 
 
Saudi Arabia 
30 January 2017: In Dhahran al-Janoub Governorate, Asir Region, Houthi rebels launched a Katyusha 
rocket into Saudi Arabia damaging a UN office used to monitor ceasefire violations in Yemen. Sources: 
Arabian Business and Reuters 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
01 January 2017: In Al Ashra, Al Bab, Aleppo Governorate, artillery shelling reportedly fired by the 
Turkish force-backed Euphrates Shield destroyed an ambulance belonging to Al Madina Hospital. 
Source: SNHR  
 
03 January 2017: In Khan Sheikhoun, Idlib Governorate, Syrian forces helicopters reportedly dropped 
two barrel bombs near a Syrian Civil Defence (SCD) centre, damaging the building and shattering the 
windows of a rescue vehicle. Source: SNHR  
 
04 January 2017: In Wadi Barada, Al-Zabadani District, Rif Dimashq Governorate, a double-tap airstrike 
by Syrian or Russian forces reportedly injured a male local volunteer aid worker whilst he was 
performing humanitarian duties. He died the following day. Source: AWSD 
 
04 January 2017: In Izaz, Aleppo Governorate, a car bomb detonated near the central court building 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/displaced-man-murdered-another-beaten-tortured-in-darfur
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/militiamen-assault-displaced-woman-in-north-darfur
http://afghanistantimes.af/gunmen-kill-education-director-for-andar-district-karzai-condemns/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-kidnapping-idUSKBN14V2DS
http://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/provincial/daesh-kidnap-14-education-ministry-staff-nangarhar
http://www.tolonews.com/afghanistan/kidnapped-icrc-staff-member-released-kunduz
http://www.rudaw.net/mobile/english/middleeast/iraq/310120173
http://nna-leb.gov.lb/en/show-news/74649/Army-raids-refugee-camps-in-Zgharta-arrests-15-persons-for-illegal-entry-into-Lebanon
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/un-office-in-saudi-arabia-said-have-been-hit-by-yemen-rockets--661559.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-security-yemen-idUSKBN15E1LZ
http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Attack_on_medical_centers_in_January_2017_en.pdf
http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Attack_on_medical_centers_in_January_2017_en.pdf
https://aidworkersecurity.org/
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reportedly killed a male national paramedic. Source: SNHR  
 
05 January 2017: In Harasta, Rif Dimashq Governorate, Syrian forces reportedly fired mortar shells near 
an ambulance belonging to Sham Aiding, damaging it. Source: SNHR 
 
11 January 2017: In Tafas, Daraa governorate, Syrian warplanes reportedly fired missiles near an 
unspecified hospital, damaging it. Source: SNHR  
 
11 January 2017: In Wadi Barada, Al-Zabadani District, Rif Dimashq Governorate, a Syrian forces sniper 
reportedly killed a male national surgical nurse. Source: SNHR  

 
14 January 2017: In Al Bab, Aleppo Governorate, artillery shelling reportedly fired by the Turkish force-
backed Euphrates Shield killed a male national volunteer from the SCD. Source: SNHR  
 
16 January 2017: In Talibisa, Homs governorate, Syrian forces reportedly fired mortar shells, killing a 
male national paramedic from the Aiding Network whilst he was performing humanitarian duties. 
Source: SNHR  
 
16 January 2017: In Talibisa, Homs governorate, Syrian forces reportedly fired mortar shells and 
damaged an ambulance belonging to the Talibisa makeshift hospital. Source: SNHR  
 
16 January 2017: In Taldo, Homs governorate, Syrian forces reportedly fired two missiles, killing a male 
national medical staff who worked in an unspecified makeshift hospital. Source: SNHR  
 
20 January 2017: In Wadi Barada, Al-Zabadani District, Rif Dimashq Governorate, Syrian forces 
reportedly fired mortar shells at an ambulance belonging to the area’s medical commission, damaging 
it. The ambulance was put out of service. Source: SNHR  
 
22 January 2017: In Jibreen, Aleppo Governorate, a male national nurse working at Ibn Khaldoun 
hospital was fatally shot after being kidnapped by unidentified perpetrators days before. Source: SNHR  
 
24 January 2017: In Ma’aret Al Nu’man, Hama Governorate, armed men stopped and seized three SAMS 
ambulances after opening fire at the ambulances. The vehicles were detained for two hours. No further 
information is currently available. Source: SNHR  
 
25 January 2017: In Harasta, Rif Dimashq Governorate, Syrian forces reportedly fired mortar shells near 
an SCD ambulance, partially damaging it. Source: SNHR  
 
31 January 2017: In Hazrama, Rif Dimashq Governorate, Syrian forces reportedly fired mortar shells 
near an SCD ambulance, partially damaging it.  Source: SNHR  
 
Date unconfirmed: In Douma, Rif Dimashq Governorate, shelling from an unspecified source killed a 
male local volunteer aid worker whilst he was performing humanitarian duties. Source: AWSD 
 
Date unconfirmed: In Aleppo, Aleppo Governorate, an airstrike reportedly carried out by Syrian or 
Russian forces killed a male local volunteer aid worker whilst he was performing humanitarian duties. 
Source: AWSD 
  
Date unconfirmed: In Wadi Barada, Al-Zabadani District, Rif Dimashq Governorate, a Syrian forces 
sniper reportedly killed a male national nurse working for the area’s medical commission. Source: SNHR  
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http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/Attack_on_medical_centers_in_January_2017_en.pdf
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The Americas 
Mexico 
14 January 2017: In Ixtapaluca, unidentified armed gunmen killed two Mexican Red Cross paramedics 
whilst they were performing humanitarian duties. Source: AWSD 

 

Trend Reporting: January – December 2016  
 
Open source reported deaths and kidnappings between January and December 2016 
 

 
Between January and December 2016, Insecurity Insight’s open source monitoring identified the 
reported violent death or kidnapping of 378 aid workers. Aid worker deaths were reported from 
Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Bangladesh, CAR, DRC, Guatemala, Honduras, Iraq/KRI, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mozambique, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria and Yemen. Two UN staff 
and one INGO staff were reportedly killed whilst in captivity in Afghanistan (UN), Kenya (INGO) and 
Iraq/KRI (UN). Open sources reported the kidnapping of 142 aid workers in Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, 
CAR, DRC, Mali, Niger, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Ukraine.  
 
Acronyms: 

• INGO: International non-governmental organisation 

• LNGO and NRCS: Local non-governmental organisation or National Red Cross / Red Crescent Society 

• ICRC: International Committee of the Red Cross 

• IFRC: International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

• UN: United Nations 
 
In our coding, an aid worker is defined as an individual employed or attached to a humanitarian, UN or government aid agency. This 
includes: 

• Humanitarian Aid Workers - individuals employed or attached to recognised aid agencies.  

• Humanitarian Health Workers - medical personnel affiliated with a humanitarian aid agency.  

• Humanitarian Deminers - deminers working for a humanitarian demining organisation. 

• Other Aid Workers - missionaries, development agencies and local relief agencies serving a community.  

• Security guards or drivers - individuals employed or contracted by aid agencies. 

• Red Cross and Red Crescent - ICRC and all personnel or volunteers of National Societies.  

• UN staff - staff contracted or working for the UN in a civilian, non-military capacity, which includes drivers and security guards.   
 
The Aid in Danger Monthly News Brief also reports incidents that affect local people delivering, for example, vital health or education 
services. However, the deaths or kidnapping of these individuals are not included in the numbers counted above. Data collection is 
ongoing and these numbers may change as new information is made available. Where the number of people affected is unspecified, 
one is counted.  

https://aidworkersecurity.org/
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Security-related access constraints 
 

Africa 
CAR 
23 January 2017: Conflict and resulting insecurity have affected medical vaccination and surveillance, 
causing researchers to call for more efforts to improve polio virus vaccination activities. Source: Healio 
 
27 January 2017: In Bambari, Ouaka Prefecture, security challenges continue to affect aid worker 
security and hinder aid delivery. Doctors Without Borders reportedly reduced the size of its team and 
its activities in response to continued insecurity. Source: VOA News 
 
DRC 
27 January 2017: In Kasaï, Kasaï Central and Kasaï Oriental Provinces, fighting between government 
forces and the armed group Kamuina Nsapu forced more than 100,000 people across the provinces to 
flee, disrupting education, shutting health centres and halting farming across the three provinces. While 
150,000 people have been affected, only one in 10 has received financial aid due to a lack of 
humanitarian funding. Furthermore, delivering aid to those in need is marred by additional challenges 
due to the insecurity and tensions between local leaders and the central government. Source: TRF  
 
South Sudan  
27 January 2017: In Wau Shilluk, Upper Nile State, a 14-person International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) team was forced to abandon a plan to resume a registration process for humanitarian assistance 
and evacuate to safer areas amid shelling resulting from violent clashes. Similarly, several other 
unspecified organisations were also prevented from delivering humanitarian assistance to the area, due 
to increased insecurity. Source: Radio Tamazuj 

 
31 January 2017: In Wau Shilluk, Upper Nile State, violent clashes forced the IOM to suspend the 
registration of nearly 3,000 vulnerable individuals for humanitarian assistance owing to mounting 
security concerns. Source: Radio Tamazuj 

 

Asia 
China 
03 January 2017: A new law requiring foreign NGOs to register with the police and to submit annual 
reports on their financing, among other requirements, has come into effect, with some international 
organisations expressing concern that this legislation would hinder their operations. Any violations 
could result in punishments ranging from asset confiscation to deportation. Sources: Global Times and 
Quartz 
 
11 January 2017: The Chinese Government reportedly prevented foreign aid from entering North Korea. 
Source: Yonhap News Agency 
 
India 
26 January 2017: The Indian Government cancelled the licence of more than 200 NGOs, some of which 
run schools and health institutes, accusing them of engaging in anti-national activities. Source: AP 
 
Myanmar  
08 January 2017: The Myanmar authorities requested Malaysia to prevent an unspecified group of 
NGOs from sending an aid flotilla to assist the Rohingya community in Rakhine State without prior 

http://www.healio.com/infectious-disease/vaccine-preventable-diseases/news/in-the-journals/%7Bdf59790d-7b80-4959-9d30-2dbff363c062%7D/conflict-in-central-african-republic-interrupts-anti-poliovirus-activities
http://www.voanews.com/a/car-becomes-most-dangerous-spot-for-aid-workers/3687731.html
http://news.trust.org/item/20170109180615-uorbs
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/iom-fighting-blocks-humanitarian-assistance-upper-nile
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/iom-fighting-blocks-humanitarian-assistance-upper-nile
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1026992.shtml
https://qz.com/873489/ngos-are-trying-to-stay-alive-in-chinas-latest-crackdown-against-foreign-forces/
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/northkorea/2017/01/11/22/0401000000AEN20170111009400315F.html
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/f4525f924b204eb78cd2fbc673740b55/nonprofits-closing-doors-india-cuts-access-funds
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approval, adding that aid should be afforded to both communities in that state without discrimination. 
Source: The Straits Times  
 
10 January 2017: In Shan State, instability caused by fighting between the Myanmar armed forces and 
the Ta’ang National Liberation Army forced the closure of five schools, including three primary schools, 
a high school and a middle school. Sources: Eleven and Irrawaddy 
 
10 January 2017: The UN’s Human Rights Envoy was restricted from visiting areas of war-torn Kachin 
State, preventing her from carrying out assessments of alleged violations of human rights in the country. 
Source: Irrawaddy 
 
Pakistan  
02 January 2017: In Quetta, Baluchistan Province, a special five-day polio immunisation campaign began 
for children under five after a rare strain of the virus was discovered. Local officials said they had 
recruited Muslim clerics to promote the immunisations for 400,000 children after past programmes 
were met with resistance and even violence by extremists. Source: TRF 
 
25 January 2017: In Punjab Province, around a dozen NGOs received notice from local and provincial 
authorities ordering them to cease work in the latest move in a crackdown on domestic and 
international NGOs over the last few years. In response to the notices, three NGOs filed petitions with 
the Lahore High Court, these NGOs were South Asia Partnership -Pakistan, Cholistan Development 
Council Bahawalpur and Women in Struggle for Empowerment. Another NGO, Anjuman Falah-e-
Niswan, which provides skills training to marginalised women, is preparing to challenge the ban. In 
2015, the government forced Anjuman Falah-e-Niswan to stop operating, but reversed the decision 
after officials scrutinized funding records. The three NGOs that filed petitions were given temporary 
permission to continue working by the Lahore High Court. Source: IRIN News  
 

Europe 
A recent survey by Report the Abuse on sexual violence and harassment while at work showed that 
more than half of the over 800 individuals surveyed reported they had suffered sexual violence while 
working as a humanitarian or development worker. Five percent of those allege they were raped, while 
23% said they experienced unwanted sexual touching. Report the Abuse offers a database of resources 
for victims of sexual violence and harassment and is working to help organisations themselves by 
developing the first set of best practices on the issue. Source: Devex 
 
Turkey  
31 January 2017: A UN court called on Turkey to free Aydin Sefa Akay, a UN judge who was reportedly 
arrested for having a messaging application on his mobile phone that was allegedly used by many of 
the failed coup plotters. Turkey has reportedly ignored a summons to participate in UN court 
proceedings involving the judge. Source: Reuters 

 

Middle-East and North Africa 
Egypt 
11 January 2017: An Egyptian court froze the assets of two advocacy groups - Nazra for Feminist Studies 
and Arab Penal Reform Organisation - and their founders on suspicion of receiving illicit foreign funding. 
Source: AFP 
 
Iraq/KRI 
Update: 02 January 2017: The humanitarian and human rights organisation Yazda was reopened after 

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-asks-kl-to-stop-ngos-aid-mission-to-rohingya
http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/local/7380
http://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/families-leave-shan-states-namhsan-as-schools-shut.html
http://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/un-rapporteur-blocked-on-kachin-state-visit.html
http://news.trust.org/item/20170102161851-tasvh/
https://www.irinnews.org/news/2017/01/25/pakistan-ngos-go-court-fight-government-crackdown
http://www.reporttheabuse.org/
http://www.reporttheabuse.org/
https://www.devex.com/news/sexual-violence-against-female-aid-workers-how-organizations-can-tackle-it-89385
http://in.reuters.com/article/turkey-court-un-idINKBN15F1RL?il=0
https://www.yahoo.com/news/egypt-court-freezes-more-ngo-assets-131708056.html
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its earlier closure by the KRI Asayish security and intelligence agency. Source: Joshua Landis   
 
Israel 
06 January 2017: The Government of Israel plans to suspend a significant portion of its annual 
contributions to the UN for 2017, amounting up to some six million USD, in reaction to Security Council 
resolution 2334 condemning Israeli settlement activity. Source: The Jerusalem Post 
 
13 January 2017: The World Vision operations manager in Gaza who, since June 2016, has been accused 
by the Israeli authorities of funnelling nearly USD 30 million for aid programmes in Gaza to Hamas, is 
now facing two additional charges: aiding and abetting the enemy in a time of war and passing 
information to the enemy. Source: Humanosphere 
 
Lebanon 
03 January 2017: In southern Lebanon, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) resumed some services in an unspecified refugee camp, despite a 
decision several days before to suspend its work temporarily owing to security concerns. Source: The 
Daily Star 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
16 January 2017: In Deir ez-Zour, the World Food Programme (WFP) suspended its airdrops to the city 
after Islamic State fighters broke through government lines and took control of an area where WFP’s 
airdrops land, cutting off food supplies to around 250,000 civilians. Source: The Guardian  
 
13 January 2017: The United Nations' Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs, Stephen 
O'Brien, accused the Syrian government of continuing to block aid to the neediest people who live in 
hard-to-reach areas, “by lack of approval at central and local levels, disagreements on access routes, 
and by the violation of agreed procedures at checkpoints by parties to the conflict”. Source: 
International Business News 
 
24 January 2017: Observers have questioned a new approach some aid agencies are using to delivery 
much needed humanitarian relief to Syrian refugees. World Vision and the WFP reportedly hired a 
logistics contractor with ties to the Tribal Army or Free Tribes’ Army - a Syrian militia backed by 
Jordanian Armed Forces -  to deliver aid to the 70,000 Syrians stranded at the berm, a demilitarised 
zone bordering Syria and Jordan. World Vision defends its approach by stating “in our request for access 
to the berm, there were no preconditions requested or agreed that contravene humanitarian 
principles”. Source: IRIN News 
 

The Americas 
Venezuela 
04 January 2017: The Venezuelan Government restricted media access to public health facilities and 
penalized health workers who spoke out. Source: IRIN News 
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