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One of the most pressing legal 

issues dealt with by WCLAC’s 

Service Unit continues to be 

the lack of adequate alimony 

laws in Palestine. The relevant 

law remains a piece of 

Jordanian legislation dating 

from the 1970s and the 

maximum amount a woman 

can expect to receive in 

practice is US$1,500. WCLAC is 

calling for reform – more 

details in the In Focus section. 

*** 

In March, WCLAC 

documented the case of 

Rania, whose husband was 

ordered by an Israeli court to 

demolish their home in East 

Jerusalem. “Life in Jerusalem is 

very hard for Palestinians; it is 

impossible to have a normal 

life here,” says Rania. 

Overview 

 

 

WCLAC also documented the 

case of a mother from a West 

Bank village, who describes 

how Israeli soldiers came to 

her home at 5:00 a.m. and 

took her 15-year-old son 

without telling the family why. 

The child was taken to Al 

Jalame prison, in Israel, 

violating the Fourth Geneva 

Convention, where he was 

held for seven days, three in 

solitary confinement, before 

being released without 

charge. “When he first got 

home I could see his hands 

trembling,” says the boy’s 

mother.  

*** 

WCLAC also documented a 

good news story from Gaza 

involving Muna, a successful 

businesswoman. 

 

 

 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 In Focus: Archaic 

alimony laws in 

Palestine. 

 

 Good news story from 

Gaza. 

 

 UN Body: Israeli 

settlements must be 

removed without 

preconditions. 

 

 House demolition video: 

Report by Al Jazeera. 

 

 Take action - Support us 

 

 

 

“He was held in solitary 

confinement for three days 

where he was kept in a 

small cell with lights on 24 

hours a day.” 

 

Mother from Hairs village talking 

about the detention of her 15 

year old son in Al Jalame 

interrogation centre 

 

 

 

 DETENTION FIGURES 

   Number of Palestinians 

held in Israeli detention 

facilities in February 2013. 

 

 Total       - 4,713           

 Women  - 9 

 Girls        - 1 

 Boys        - 234 
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WOMEN’s VOICES 

 
 Dua K. - On 5 February 2013, a 

two storey house in East 

Jerusalem is demolished while 

court proceedings relating to 

the house were ongoing. 

Twenty-seven men, women 

and children were made 

homeless by the demolition. 

 

 Fatima R. - A mother of three 

describes the day Israeli 

settlers fired shots at her family 

as they planted almond trees 

on their land in the village of 

Qusra, in the occupied West 

Bank. 

 

 Suhaila T. – The director of a 

hospital in Gaza run by the 

Episcopal Diocese of 

Jerusalem describes the day 

an Israeli bomb landed in her 

garden. 

 

 Samia K. – A 26-year-old 

woman from Gaza describes 

life in the territory during 

intense Israeli aerial 

bombardment in November 

2012. 

 

 Bessan Q. – A 28-year-old 

mother of two from Gaza 

describes another sleepless 

night as Israeli missiles 

continue to land. 

 

 Najah K. – On 18 June 2012, 

Israeli bulldozers demolish a 

number of houses and 

livestock sheds belonging to 

the Bedouin community of Al 

Hamra, near Bethlehem, in the 

occupied West Bank. 

 

 Hamda M. - A 43-year-old 

mother from Beit Ummar, near 

Bethlehem in the occupied 

West Bank, describes 

repeated night raids on her 

home and the arrest of her 

children. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Women’s Voices 
 
Name:   Itaf M. 

Age:   53 

Location:  Haris village, the West Bank  

Nature of incident: Child arrest 

Date of incident: 15 March 2013 

 

A mother describes the day her 15-year-old son is arrested and taken to Al 

Jalame interrogation centre in Israel and held in solitary confinement. 

 

“At around 5:00 a.m. there was loud banging at the 

door. My husband went to the balcony and saw 

masked soldiers around the house. When he asked 

what they wanted a soldier told him to be quiet. My 

husband went downstairs to open the door before 

they broke the lock as the soldiers usually do when 

they enter the village.” Many soldiers entered the 

house and ordered Itaf’s family outside where their 

identity cards were checked. 

 

“My 15-year-old son Usama does not have his own I.D. card as he is under 

16. His details are included in my husband’s I.D. card. When a soldier 

checked my husband’s card he looked at some names that were written on 

his hand. He then told us that he was going to take Usama. I started to cry  

and couldn’t believe what I just heard. The soldier told Usama to go and put 

on his shoes and some clothes and to come back. I shouted at the soldier 

and told him to leave Usama alone because he hadn’t done anything 

wrong but the soldier did not listen to me. The soldiers didn’t tell us why they 

wanted to take Usama or where they were taking him. For two days we 

knew nothing about Usama. Other children his age were arrested from the 

village following an incident on the main road which caused serious injury to 

a settler child.  

 

A lawyer told us Usama was in Al-Jalame near Haifa. My heart sank because 

Al-Jalame is a dreadful place, everybody knows Al-Jalame. For a whole 

week I cried uncontrollably, I just couldn’t hold my tears back, especially at 

night. It was Usama’s first time away from home and everything around me 

reminded me of him. I cried when I saw his empty bed and I cried when I 

didn’t find his clothes in the laundry. I found it hard to eat or sleep, it was 

terrible.” “Usama was held at Al-Jalame for seven days where he was badly 

treated as I expected. He was held in solitary confinement for three days 

where he was kept in a small cell with lights on 24 hours a day. He also told 

me how soldiers laughed at him as he was forced to strip naked for a 

security check and how they repeatedly ordered him to crouch and stand 

up to ridicule him.” 

 

Usama was released seven days later without charge. “Usama has changed 

since this terrible experience. When he first got home I could see his hands 

trembling, he looked anxious all the time,” says his mother. 
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In Focus – Archaic alimony laws in Palestine 
 

WCLAC’s Service Unit based in 

Ramallah, provides legal aid and 

counseling services to Palestinian 

women living in the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem. According to Rima 

Shamasneh, a lawyer with WCLAC, 

one of the biggest legal problems 

dealt with by the Service Unit 

concerns alimony payments. 

 

 

“The applicable law in Palestine is still the Jordanian Personal 

Status Law of 1976. Under this law, women are only entitled to 

receive alimony payments for up to 12 months. However, in 

practice they don’t even get that – in my seven years in 

practice the most I have seen a woman receive in alimony 

payments is eight months totaling US$1,500. The law in Jordan 

has since been amended to extend the time period in which 

alimony must be paid to three years, but as the Legislative 

Council here has not functioned since 2007 the law remains 

unchanged. Although the president of the Palestinian authority 

has the authority to pass laws in the absence of a functional 

legislative council, President Abbas has so far failed to exercise 

his authority in this case claiming that too many draft personal 

status laws have been presented to him, with contradictory 

aspects to them.” 

 

In the meantime, WCLAC is pushing for the chief justice of the 

Sharia courts in Palestine to issue a memo obligating courts to 

guarantee a minimum amount of alimony to make sure the most 

basic rights of women are protected. Currently the amount of 

alimony to be paid is determined by an ad hoc committee 

made up entirely of men. WCLAC has also been instrumental in 

establishing a special fund for cases where husbands fail to pay 

alimony. Money is paid into the fund by taking a percentage 

from the court fees so that women are guaranteed some 

payment. “This fund has literally saved lives and guarantees 

women their entitlement to basic rights,” says Rima. 
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 Rana H. - On 6 July 2012, a 20-

year-old woman from 

Ramallah, in the occupied 

West Bank, is beaten by Israeli 

soldiers as she peacefully 

demonstrates against the 

expansion of an illegal 

settlement. 
 

 Alia A. - On 15 March 2012, a 

15-year-old girl from Suseya 

village, in the occupied West 

Bank, reports being beaten by 

Israeli soldiers as she tries to 

herd the family’s goats. 

 

 Dalal S. - A mother describes 

waiting two months for a 

permit to visit her son in a 

prison inside Israel. 

Transferring Palestinians to 

prisons inside Israel violates 

the Fourth Geneva 

Convention. 

 

 

 

WCLAC REPORTS 

 

 Women’s Voices: Glimpses 

of Life Under Occupation 

 

 Joint WCLAC/DCI 

submission to the UN 

International Fact-Finding 

Mission on Israeli 

Settlements in the Occupied 

Palestinian Territory 

 

 Submission to the UN 

Committee on the 

Elimination of Discrimination 

Against Women 

 
 Women’s Voices: In the 

Shadow of the Settlements 

 

 Women without Names: 

Femicide in the name of 

honor in Palestinian society 
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