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Floods in Thailand 
 
 
General situation   

 
The Department of Highways reported 19 Oct that 75 highways in 17 provinces are impassable because of 
the flood. Additionally, there are 196 rural roads in 29 provinces that are also impassable. The  
Agriculture Ministry also reported loss of 10.3 million rai of farmland and 12.3 million livestock. Railway and 
highway routes to the North are still cut off by flood water. 
 
The Metropolitan Waterworks Authority has declared tap water in the capital safe after failing to find 
hazardous chemicals that may have leaked from inundated industrial parks in Ayutthaya and Pathum Thani. 
MWA governor Charoen Passara said laboratory tests had found no significant amounts of harmful 
chemicals or heavy metals in the raw water that is supplied to households and businesses in Bangkok. 
 
All six districts of Nonthaburi province are now flooded with Bang Bua Thong and Pak Kret districts being the 
worst hit. Nonthaburi governor Wichian Phuttiwinyu said the situation has reached a critical level and urged 
flood-hit residents who need assistance to contact officials on the 1131 hotline. 
 
A private hospital in Nonthaburi's Bang Bua Thong district had to be closed yesterday because the sandbag 
barrier protecting it had been breached by a massive run-off from Pathum Thani province. Chollada Hospital 
was forced to evacuate patients after the water levels rose to a metre and half when the sandbag barrier built 
at La Harn Temple fell apart. The hospital was submerged in 30-centimetres of water, which also short-
circuited the power outlets bringing down the computer system and electrical equipment. Meanwhile, the 
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya hospital has resumed operation now that the floods are starting to recede, initially 
opening its outpatient and emergency units. 
 
The Moon River burst its banks and inundated more than 2,000 rai of rice paddy in Non Sung district of 
Nakhon Ratchasima in the Northeast region yesterday. Villagers, soldiers and officials had raced to fill 
sandbags and build a flood wall along Khok Phra-Lam Moon Road in Non Sung district to prevent water from 
the river from inundating the paddy fields, but they were too late. The road was submerged and the water 
poured across the farmland. No immediate estimate of the damage was available, but 200 families were 
affected. 

Highlights  
 

 As of 20 October 2011 the death toll stands at 320 with 3 missing according to the Disaster 
Prevention and Mitigation Department (DDPM). 

 
 Current affected areas and population: a total of 175 districts in 28 provinces are still flooded, 

affecting some 816,340 families in 10,295 villages or 2.45 million people. In all 62 of Thailand’s 77 
provinces have suffered from floods but 34 provinces are recovering from the inundation. 

 
 The government decided to use eastern part of Bangkok to drain massive amounts of floodwaters 

from the northern outskirts but an advisor to the Flood Relief Operation Centre (FROC) is advising 
the opposite. Sudarat Keyuraphan warned that the government's current plan of blocking the 
floodwater in upstream provinces would only help increase the water pressure. Any leak in the 
temporary flood walls could lead to severe flooding in Bangkok's central areas, including the 
Victory Monument. 

 
 The Ministry of Interior has set up 912 temporary shelters in 11 provinces at 82 districts with a 

capacity for 657,450 persons. As of 17 October, the uptake was at 54,668. 
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An 8-member Emergency Rapid Assessment Team (ERAT) of the ASEAN led by Singapore is currently 
working with the Emergency Operations Center of Thailand. Their initial assessment showed boats to be the 
most needed relief item, for movement of affected population and patients. The team also highlighted that 
the speed with which the boats are delivered will be a key to managing the crisis. 
 
Thammasat University will not shut down the evacuation centre at its Rangsit campus in Pathum Thani's 
Khlong Luang district even if a flood barrier fails. Prinya Thaewanarumitkul, director of the evacuation centre, 
reassured all flood evacuees after rumours that the university was preparing to close its evacuation centre 
because the nearby Nava Nakorn Industrial Estate was flooded on Monday. If the flood breaks through the 
barrier, only the first floor of the gymnasium would be threatened, while the university had prepared another 
building for 1,800 evacuees staying on the first floor. Evacuees on the second floor would not be affected. 
 
The 28 currently affected provinces  
Sukhothai, Phichit, Phitsanulok, Nakhon Sawan, Uthai Thani, Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Ang Thong, Ayutthaya, 
Lop Buri, Saraburi, Suphan Buri, Nakhon Pathom, Pathum Thani, Nonthaburi, Ubon Ratchathani, Khon 
Kaen, Si Sa Ket, Surin, Chachoengsao, Nakhon Nayok, Prachin Buri, Roi Et, Kamphaeng Phet, Tak, Maha 
Sarakram, Samut Sakhon and Kalasin.  
 
Health issues 

– Drowning, electrocution, land slide, evacuation from homes, lack of shelter, water and sanitation 
– Fishing in the flood water is a particularly risky activity that is causing numerous deaths as people fall 

in the water, are swept away and drowned.  
– Surveillance is ongoing for outbreaks of diarrhoea, pneumonia, leptospirosis, dengue fever, measles 

and conjunctivitis and thus far there are no reported outbreaks 
– Mental health of the affected population is of concern as the prolonged flood situation enhances the 

stress level. 
– Malaria, Japanese encephalitis and chikungunya could become health issues should the flood 

continue to affect areas endemic for these diseases  
– With the receding water, waste management is of critical concern since the waste could facilitate 

amplification of vector-borne diseases, or serve as a risk factor for water-borne diseases and food-
borne diseases.  Risk of contaminants in water runoff from industrial estates is also a concern.  

 
Overall Government Response 
The Finance Ministry will next week present a comprehensive rehabilitation package for approval of the 
Cabinet, to address the flood-related impacts in the short to long term with a budget as high as Bt130 billion. 
Somchai Sajjapongse, director-general of the Fiscal Policy Office, said an additional Bt50billion budget deficit 
plus Bt80 billion from fiscal reserves should be enough to cope with the flood impact in the short to long term. 
The package will include relief measures announced by state-owned financial institutions as well as tax-
related measures. It could also include new measures, being discussed jointly with the private sector. This 
week, the Federation of Thai Industries proposed a Bt50billion support fund to help businesses recover, as 
nearly 1,000 factories have been submerged so far. 
 
Health Response:  
MOPH war room meeting focused on the flood situation in and around Bangkok. The number of vacant beds 
at public and private hospitals is to be reported daily to the war room by Rajavithi hospital. The war room will 
coordinate with other provincial flood war rooms to prepare for moving severe patients from affected 
provinces and moving patients out from affected hospitals in Bangkok. A group of key persons will continue 
to draft a plan using all inputs from meetings of the past weeks. 
 
A number of 1-2 page guidelines related to certain health risks are being issued by the MOPH. 
 
Many MOPH staff have now been affected by the flood. In response, all departments/bureaus/divisions were 
requested to collect information about their own staff and coordinate with the war room. Two trucks have 
been put on standby to help relieve affected staff and temporary shelters for affected staff have been 
identified. 
 
WHO Action for the Day:  
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WHO is planning to procure bednets for distribution to the affected population as well as stockpiling in 
Bangkok in anticipation of future needs. The formal request letter from MOPH is expected to arrive within the 
next couple of days.  
 
WHO is working with the MOPH to respond to health needs among 4000 Thais displaced from Ayudhaya 
and Pathum Tani and currently based in the Convention Center of Thamassat University and for 400 
migrants based in the stadium of Thamassat University. 
 
WHO is receiving reinforcement for its team from SEARO – the TO EHA from Sri Lanka will be in Thailand 
for the next 2 weeks to support the WHO response. 
 
To be ready for additional requests, WHO is identifying items that could be of possible use in the future 
including hypothermia kits.   
 
Emergency contacts:  
Ms Hyo-Jeong Kim, kimhy@searo.who.int, Technical Officer, Emergency and Humanitarian Action, WHO 
Thailand, Tel: +66 (0)2 5901520, Mobile: +66 (0)81 9215486, Fax: +66 (0)2 591 8199, GPN: 24821 
 


