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  Avant propos 
Les articles sélectionnés dans cette revue de presse ont pour but d’informer sur la situation humanitaire au 
Tchad ou sur le contexte général. Cette  sélection d'articles ne reflète pas nécessairement  la position d’OCHA-
Tchad. Merci de tenir compte de cette réserve. 

I. LES TITRES 

 Urgent Treatment Needed For Malnourished Children In Sahel, (VOA, 7 Aug.) 

 Bruno Maes, représentant de l’Unicef au Tchad (RFI, 4 août) 

 Sahel: la malnutrition des enfants va atteindre un pic  (tchadinfos.com, 8 août) 

 Sahel funding gap echoes last year’s global aid shortfall (CARE, 7 Aug.) 

 Analysis: Chad IDPs face homecoming hurdles (IRIN, 9 Aug.) 

 Au nord de la Centrafrique, les réfugiés témoignent de leur lassitude (RFI, 8 août) 

 

II. L’INTEGRALITE DES ARTICLES 

 

Urgent Treatment Needed For Malnourished Children In Sahel 
GENEVA, 7 August 2012 (VOA) - The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) reports many severely 
malnourished children in West Africa’s Sahel region are at risk of dying if they do not receive special 
therapeutic feeding.  UNICEF says between one and 1.5 million children are expected to require life-saving 
treatment for this condition in Niger, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Burkina Faso.  
  
Critical need for aid 
International aid agencies report the situation is particularly critical in Niger where an estimated 400,000 
children are expected to require life-saving treatment for severe, acute malnutrition this year. 
  
UNICEF says children in the Sahel are particularly weakened because of an upsurge in cholera, the conflict in 
northern Mali, food shortages and an invasion of locusts from northwest Africa, which is disrupting the summer 
planting season. 
  
Acute malnourished 
UNICEF spokesman, Patrick McCormick, says all these factors are creating a particularly dangerous situation 
for children in Niger.  He says on average, 1,000 new cases of severely acutely malnourished children under 
age five are being admitted to treatment centers every day.  
  
He says UNICEF is running dozens of therapeutic feeding programs throughout the Sahel that are proving to 
be extremely effective. “If a child is severely acutely malnourished and gets the right treatment in a very short 
space of time.  We are talking about 24 hours, that child will survive," McCormick stated. "If not, that child will 
die.  We have actually traced a child that went through one of our treatment centers and is fine now, having 
gone through the treatment.  It works.  But, it is very expensive.”   
  
UNICEF and other aid agencies are hampered by a lack of funds.  So far, UNICEF has received only $93 
million of the $238 million it needs for its humanitarian operations in the Sahel this year. 
 
Vital operations, under-funded 
Organization of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs spokesman Jens Laerke says funding for all U.N. 
agencies is in trouble.  He notes the $1.6 billion consolidated U.N. appeals for five Sahelian countries is about 
half financed, which is not bad. 
  
But he notes most of the contributions are earmarked for food and other life-saving emergencies.  While this is 
important, he notes other vital operations are seriously under-funded. 
  
“Education.  Across the five appeals, which asked for a relatively modest $18 million is seven percent funded. 
 The health sector, which asked for $65 million is 17 percent funded.  The WASH sector [water, sanitation and 
hygiene] critical for combating cholera asked $53 million is 21 percent funded.  A fourth sector, which is also 
critical because we have conflict and insecurity in the area is protection, human rights, rule of law, which 
asked for $43 million is 20 percent funded,” Laerke explained.   
  

http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.un.org/en/humanitarian/
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Laerke calls the seven percent funding for education particularly deplorable.  He says it is absolutely critical to 
have money for emergency education.  He says keeping children in school can help them go through this 

humanitarian crisis. http://www.voanews.com/content/urgent-treatment-needed-for-malnourished-

children-in-sahel/1475119.html 
 

Bruno Maes, représentant de l’Unicef au Tchad 
N’DJAMENA, 4 août 2012 (RFI) - «Près de la moitié des enfants tchadiens souffrent de malnutrition chronique 
et nous dépassons actuellement les seuils d’urgence en terme de malnutrition aigüe sévère. Alors, les taux de 
malnutrition des enfants de moins de cinq ans ont effectivement beaucoup augmenté ces quatre derniers mois 
de l’année 2012 et sont plus élevés que l’année dernière… » 

L’Unicef vient de rendre publics des chiffres assez effroyables concernant le Tchad : deux enfants sur cinq 
souffrent de malnutrition chronique et un sur six de malnutrition aigüe sévère. C’est le taux le plus élevé 

d’Afrique centrale et occidentale. Comment en est-on arrivé là ? Pour en parler, Bruno Maes, est le 

représentant du Fonds des Nations unies pour l'enfance (Unicef) au Tchad. Il répond aux questions de Sonia 
Rolley (suivez le lien de l’interview http://www.rfi.fr/aef_player_popup/rfi_player# ). 

Sahel: la malnutrition des enfants va atteindre un pic  
GENEVE, 8 août 2012 (tchadinfos.com) - Le nombre d’enfants atteints de malnutrition sévère va atteindre la 
semaine prochaine un nouveau pic dans le Sahel alors que le choléra et les criquets pèlerins menacent la 
survie de la population, a mis en garde mardi le Fonds des Nations unies pour l’enfance, l’Unicef. « Nous 
prévoyons la semaine prochaine un pic du nombre d’enfants souffrant de malnutrition sévère dans les centres 
du Sahel », a déclaré aux journalistes à Genève le porte-parole de l’Unicef, Patrick McCormick. « L’arrivée 
des criquets dans le nord du Niger menace les récoltes et va amplifier cela. Tout peut arriver dans cette 
région », a-t-il indiqué. 
 
La région fait déjà face à une épidémie de choléra favorisée par le début de la saison des pluies le mois 
dernier, selon l’Unicef, tandis que le conflit au Mali entrave l’accès aux soins. Au Niger – le pays « le plus 
touché » du Sahel, selon Patrick McCormick – environ 161 000 enfants de moins de cinq ans souffrent de 
malnutrition sévère, selon une enquête menée au début du mois de juin. Beaucoup d’autres enfants souffrent 
également de malnutrition modérée et sont actuellement traités dans des centres, a ajouté le porte-parole de 
l’Unicef. Au Tchad, l’agence a vu doubler sa charge de travail par rapport à 2010, avec 630 enfants de moins 
de 5 ans admis dans les centres de traitement. 

Au total, 1,5 million d’enfants risquent de souffrir de malnutrition, a précisé Patrick McCormick, ajoutant que le 
financement restait le principal problème. « Le personnel est là-bas, mais les financements manquent pour le 
bon fonctionnement (des centres de traitement) », a-t-il déclaré. Les semaines à venir seront « décisives pour 
déterminer si nous pouvons garder le contrôle de la situation et avoir les financements nécessaires pour traiter 
les enfants avec la nourriture spéciale dont ils ont besoin mais qui est incroyablement chère », a-t-il poursuivi. 
À peine la moitié d’un appel aux dons d’un montant de 1,3 milliard d’euros a été récoltée, selon le Bureau de 
la coordination des affaires humanitaires (OCHA). 
http://tchadinfos.com/tchad/sahel-malnutrition-enfants-va-atteindre-pic/ 
 

Sahel funding gap echoes last year’s global aid shortfall 
NEW YORK, 7 August 2012 (CARE) - CARE says an $806 million funding gap is threatening to derail the 
international community’s efforts to address the current food crisis and boost long-term food security in the 
Sahel region of West and Central Africa. More than 18 million people are facing hunger in the Sahel, including 
one million children at risk of severe malnutrition. 

Last year emergency funding for crises around the world experienced the biggest shortfall in a decade, 
according to the Global Humanitarian Assistance Report 2012. In 2011, humanitarian agencies requested $8.9 
billion to assist people affected by emergencies globally but only received $5.5 billion – a 38% shortfall. 

The current shortage of funds to respond to the crisis in the Sahel might be the first sign of a new record low 
for global emergency funding in 2012. 

So far, only half of the $16 billion needed by humanitarian agencies to avert the severe food and nutrition 
crisis in the region has been pledged. 

http://www.voanews.com/content/urgent-treatment-needed-for-malnourished-children-in-sahel/1475119.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/urgent-treatment-needed-for-malnourished-children-in-sahel/1475119.html
http://www.rfi.fr/aef_player_popup/rfi_player
http://tchadinfos.com/tchad/sahel-malnutrition-enfants-va-atteindre-pic/
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“How do you choose who to help, if you know you can only reach half the people in need, because only half 
the money has been pledged?” asked CARE International’s Humanitarian Director, Barbara Jackson. “I 
recently visited CARE’s response to the crisis in a particularly hard-hit village in Chad, where I met with 
families who have eaten all their reserves and are totally dependent on outside assistance to survive the next 
few months,” explained Jackson. “Our staff and local officials know what’s needed to fight this crisis, now and 
in the long-term, but they only have half of what they need. Donors were very generous at the beginning of this 
disaster, but the missing funding is essential to help people endure the toughest months now and be better 
prepared to face other crises in the future.” 

Early analysis seems to indicate that the Sahel region is at risk of continued crisis in the coming season, 
making it even more important to address this funding gap now. 

Donations to CARE’s Sahel appeal have been steady but remain considerably below target. CARE needs $30 
million for programs in Chad, Mali and Niger but to date has only been able to raise 42% of that amount. 

“The current crisis, combined with the region-wide drought in 2005 and Niger's food crisis of 2010, has made 
people of the Sahel extremely vulnerable,” explained CARE’s Regional Emergency Coordinator in the Sahel, 
Alain Lapierre. “Agricultural production in the Sahel for 2012 is 27% lower than last year and food prices 
continue to rise at alarming rates. In Mali, food prices have already more than doubled.” 

CARE is on the ground in Chad, Mali and Niger, where 14.6 million people are affected by this crisis . CARE is 
injecting cash in the communities through short-term work programs, distributing food, and improving access 
to water, sanitation and hygiene. At the same time, CARE’s long-term development programs such as women-
led savings groups and cereal banks are helping people build and protect their assets and livelihoods. 
http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/sahel-funding-gap-echoes-last-year%E2%80%99s-global-aid-shortfall 

Chad: Darfur Refugees There To stay 
GOZ BEIDA, 8 August 2012 (Africanarguments.org) - “Didn’t you hear that last week there was fighting in 
Darfur!” said Saleh Souleyman, a refugee from Darfur as we sit in the shade in his small compound in Djabal 
refugee camp, near Goz Beida, eastern Chad to escape the afternoon heat. “It’s not safe. They killed 8 
people!” 
 
Ask any of the Darfur refugees who’ve been living in this region for the last eight years why they’re not 
returning home, and you’ll get a similar response. ‘The fighting still goes on’; ’It’s not safe’; ‘It’s a question of 
security’. 
 
While Darfur may have fallen from the headlines in recent years, it doesn’t mean that the conflict is over. 
Despite the death of its leader Khalil Ibrahim last year, the biggest rebel group JEM (Justice and Equality 
Movement) seems equally determined and has changed tack. Renowned Chad/Sudan expert Jerome Tubiana 
wrote recently that JEM has begun to move eastwards into South Kordofan to form alliances with the SPLA in 
Juba, and that the Sudanese government has moved away from the use of Arab Janjaweed militias to non-
Arab ones which have continued to harass the Darfur population. 
 
While the killings in Nyala last week, to which Saleh refers, were linked to a police crack-down on people 
protesting about the rising price of fuel and every day goods (similar to protests which originally broke out in 
Khartoum in June), refugees in the twelve Darfur camps in eastern Chad make little distinction. For them it’s 
just a continuation of the persecution of their people. 
 
From 2007 onwards, Darfur became the ultimate forgotten African crisis elevated to primetime news bulletins. 
This was in part thanks to the efforts of Hollywood stars such as George Clooney and Mia Farrow who 
advocated on behalf of the 265,000 Sudanese refugees who fled to Chad and the millions more who were 
displaced inside Sudan and saw their homes and families destroyed. 
 
But these days the camera crews are few and far between (George Clooney’s last visit was believed to have 
been in 2008), yet almost none of the refugees in eastern Chad have returned home. There has been some 
progress in returning displaced Chadians to their homes near the border with Sudan, but funding for refugee 
projects is drying up and many of the NGOs and humanitarians have left. 
 
It is three years since I last visited the camps in eastern Chad, and it seems that life has settled into something 
approaching ‘normality’. Driving through the Djabal refugee camp I was impressed by how organised it was – 
seeing young girls waiting at the water point with clean jerry cans, and a long queue of women waiting 

http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/sahel-funding-gap-echoes-last-year%E2%80%99s-global-aid-shortfall
http://smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/HSBA-SWP-28-Forgotten-Darfur.pdf
http://smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/HSBA-SWP-28-Forgotten-Darfur.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-18564273
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-18564273
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patiently with their babies at the medical facility. Food rations given monthly seem to have helped the 
population avoid the worst of the malnutrition seen elsewhere in Chad after a poor harvest in 2011. Working 
with a team of Chadian Internews journalists from the popular Radio Sila in Goz Beida, I hear that most of the 
complaints these days are about water facilities, medical care and educational opportunities – no longer 
concerning women being raped and children attacked when they leave the camps to search for firewood. 
 
The surrounding Chadian towns themselves have also changed dramatically. The last time I was in Goz Beida 
I donned a heavy helmet and drove through the central market place in an armoured personnel carrier with 
five Irish soldiers from the UN peacekeeping mission Minurcat. That scene is scarcely imaginable now as I 
watch the sun set over the sleepy market, a few children kick a ball around in the dust; a lone donkey wanders 
past the traders who are lying on mats beside their stalls, exhausted from Ramadan. 
 
In 2008 and 2006 much of the refugee aid operation was turned on its head when Chadian rebels first from the 
FUC and later the UFDD charged through the east on their way to N’Djamena. At one point the town of 
Abeche, which must have once vied for the title of humanitarian capital of the world, was in rebel hands. 
Thousands were displaced by fighting between the ANT (Armee National du Tchad) and the rebels in the 
border regions. In the following years, UN and NGO operations became the target of ‘bandits’ who seemed 
spurred on by the presence of the UN Minurcat peacekeepers – thousands of NGO cars were stolen, drivers 
kidnapped and several aid workers were killed. 
 
The Abeche of today seems to have quietly faded back into the desert, albeit with the addition of some 
handsome paved roads. I saw just a handful of expats and some French soldiers. As a testament to the efforts 
of the UN to make the operations sustainable here, many of the agencies are now being run by Chadians. 
 
So why the change? In 2010 President Deby of Chad and Bashir of Sudan declared an end to their hostilities, 
which had seen both sides giving proxy support to rebels – from 2006 onwards JEM’s leadership was often 
seen in N’Djamena, and various UN reports made linkages between Khartoum and the Chad rebels. Bashir’s 
attention has almost certainly been diverted from Darfur by the simmering crisis with the newly independent 
South Sudan and the continual threats to choke vital oil revenues. 
 
So will the refugees ever go home? The question provokes a gentle smile from the UNHCR representative I 
chat to. We cannot force people to return against their will, when the situation on the ground has calmed down 
sufficiently, is a common reply. 
 
It’s something I give a lot of thought to on the plane back to N’Djamena. When I first came to Chad in 2008, I 
had just left Mali where things were too stable and ordered for my journalistic temperament and set off for a 
country that was on fire. Five years later I can scarcely believe how the tables have turned. 
http://africanarguments.org/2012/08/08/chad-darfur-refugees-there-to-stay-by-celeste-hicks/ 

Analysis: Chad IDPs face homecoming hurdles 
GOZ-BEIDA/N'DJAMENA, 9 August 2012 (IRIN) - Efforts to find “durable solutions” for many of the tens of 
thousands of internally displaced people (IDPs) in eastern Chad by the end of 2012 are being frustrated by 
poor conditions in IDPs’ home villages as well as by heavy rains. 

The affected communities were mostly displaced in the eastern areas of Goz Beida (where there are some 
60,000 IPDs), Koukou (20,000) and Farchana/Assoungha (8,000) between 2005 and 2009 by bouts of inter-
ethnic violence, highway banditry, clashes between rebels and the army, and spill-over violence from the 

conflict in the neighbouring Darfur region of Sudan. (See here for more background). 

“The official government policy in conjunction with UNHCR [the UN Refugee Agency] is that there will be no 
official IDPs by the end of 2012,” explained Pierre Peron, public information officer with the Chad branch of the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

“By then, IDPs will have will have either returned [home], relocated, or have been locally integrated,” he said.  
 
These three options comprise the durable (or “sustainable”) solutions for IDPs set out in the Guiding Principles 
for Internal Displacement, a framework based on international law. 

Such solutions are attained when “IDPs no longer have specific assistance and protection needs that are 

linked to their displacement”, according to the Inter-Agency Standing Committee, a group of humanitarian 
policy formulators drawn from UN agencies and NGOs. 

http://africanarguments.org/2012/08/08/chad-darfur-refugees-there-to-stay-by-celeste-hicks/
http://www.internal-displacement.org/8025708F004CE90B/%28httpCountries%29/69BB2800A93D1374C12571560029544F?opendocument
http://www.irinnews.org/images/indepth/2002/IDP_guiding_principles.html
http://www.irinnews.org/images/indepth/2002/IDP_guiding_principles.html
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Reports/2010/4/durable%20solutions/04_durable_solutions.PDF
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One of the main difficulties in Chad lies in meeting a key IASC criterion of “durable”, namely, “an adequate 

standard of living, including at a minimum shelter, health care, food, water and other means of survival.”  
 
Honorine Sommet-Lange of the UNHCR’s Chad office told IRIN that the government had demonstrated the 
“political will” to find durable solutions. 

While this will is reflected in Chad’s ratification of the 2009 African Union Convention on the Protection and 
Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa, Sommet-Lange said it had “not been accompanied by 
recovery operations in eastern Chad.” 

“In the villages of return, the security situation and returnees’ access to their fields are satisfactory. However, 
the returnees lack things like essential services: health centres, schools, water, and social infrastructure,” she 
added. 

“Only a few humanitarian projects have been observed but they do not manage to meet the basic needs of the 
returnees,” she said. 

This view is shared by the head of the Goz Beida office of the national commission dealing with IDPs and 
refugees (CNARR). 

“These people [IDPs] have got used to food, schools and assistance [in the camps] that do not exist in the 
villages of return,” Saudi Hassan told IRIN. 

Hassan explained that while many IDPs were currently entitled to one-off reintegration packages, after this 
year “there will be no government assistance for IDPs. They will be called ‘reintegrated people.’” 

Local integration, according to Sommet-Lange, is the preferred option for the IDPs in Koukou, where officials 
are working on housing schemes and, like officials in Farchana, have provided plots of habitable land. 

But there have still been no “clear directives” from the government to facilitate local integration in Goz Beida, 
where almost 60,000 IDPs expressed a preference for this option. 

Since February 2012, some 1,912 IPDs in Goz Beida have been helped to return to their villages of origin by 
UNHCR and CNARR. Another 1,000 who also want to go back must wait because the current rainy season 
has made roads impassable. 

In Koukou and Farchana, almost 2,000 and 30,000 people have gone home respectively since 2008, for the 
most part unaided. No more such returns are expected in Koukou, with all remaining IDPs wishing to integrate 
locally. 

Financial constraints 
Lack of money appears to be the main barrier between will and action. 

The government “has set up a Multi-Sector Recovery Programme for Eastern Chad (Programme Global de 
relance de l’Est du Tchad, PGRET),” explained Sebastian Albuja, who heads the Africa and Americas 

department of the International Displacement Monitoring Centre an advocacy project of the Norwegian 

Refugee Council. 

“However, the programme, which was launched to assist people affected by humanitarian crisis in eastern 
Chad by providing sustainable solutions to their security and socio-economic challenges, has been severely 
underfunded and unable to deliver on its objectives,” he added. 

In humanitarian jargon, the tasks involved in making return a durable solution - which include providing basic 
services, as well as strengthening governance and rule of law - fall under the spheres of “Protection” and 
“Early Recovery”. 

But these spheres, or “clusters”, had, by July 2012, received just 15 and 7 percent of their respective 
funding sought in the Consolidated Appeals Process (CAP). 

“Such current underfunding is concerning, as support from the international community is fundamental to help 
IDPs find durable solutions in the near future,” said IDMC’s Albuja. 

Looking beyond Early Recovery, reaching durable solutions is also frustrated by a lack of “development actors 

to implement medium-to-longer-term development projects,” according to Chad’s 2012 CAP. 

http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2009/october/pa/summit/AU-IDP%20Convention%20-%20Assembly%20-%20Final%20-%2010.23%20pm%2023%20Oct.doc
http://www.africa-union.org/root/au/Conferences/2009/october/pa/summit/AU-IDP%20Convention%20-%20Assembly%20-%20Final%20-%2010.23%20pm%2023%20Oct.doc
http://www.internal-displacement.org/
http://fts.unocha.org/reports/daily/ocha_R32sum_A942___26_July_2012_(02_04).pdf
http://fts.unocha.org/reports/daily/ocha_R32sum_A942___26_July_2012_(02_04).pdf
http://unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-chad-2012
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Other impediments include “price inflation and the degradation of the environment (deforestation, over-
exploitation of groundwater and pressure on scarce natural resources). Survival strategies of host 
communities [in areas of local reintegration] are often dependent on climate conditions, with frequent natural 
disasters such as floods and droughts that greatly affect their vulnerability,” the document said. 

“A lot of people are saying that we are in transition from emergency to development, from saving lives to 
sustainable solutions. At present the challenge for humanitarian actors and development agencies is to 
coordinate a smooth transition without creating a gap in the response to people's needs,” said OCHA’s Peron. 

Insecurity  
Banditry and the proliferation of small arms remain serious security threats and humanitarian organizations 
often still need escorts from the UN-supported Chadian security force, Détachement Intégré de Sécurité (DIS), 

in eastern Chad, according to a March analysis by the Assessment Capacities Project (ACAPS), a 

consortium of three NGOs (HelpAge International, Merlin and Norwegian Refugee Council). 

Unexploded ordnance in the north and east as well as the proliferation of small arms among civilians also 
continues to threaten security and affects the delivery of humanitarian aid in the eastern Dar Sila, Ouaddai, 
and Wadi Fira regions there, added the analysis. 

Chad’s government assumed full responsibility for the protection of civilians and the safety and security of 

humanitarian actors in the east after the 2010 withdrawal of the UN Mission in the Central African Republic 

(CAR) and Chad (MINURCAT). The security there now include the DIS, the national police and gendarmerie, 

as well the joint Chad-Sudan border force, which was deployed there in April 2010. 

While security has been boosted in the east, criminal activity is shifting westwards, with carjacking and 
kidnapping incidents occurring around the Abéché-Ati-N’Djamena axis, added the ACAPS analysis. 

Regional instability 
There has been relatively little internal armed conflict in eastern Chad since 2010. But significant instability 
persists in Darfur and the Central African Republic, where the Lord’s Resistance Army, a Ugandan insurgency 
notorious for its brutality against and abduction of civilians, has fighters who, according to Albuja, might move 
north across the porous Chadian border. 

In a 2011 report, the International Crisis Group (ICG) warned that “there are serious risks that the rise of 

trans-Sahara drug trafficking and terrorism, emergence of radical Muslim movements in neighbouring 
countries, development of inter-communal violence, decline of local traditional justice systems and lack of 
state governance will destabilise” Chad’s northwest. 

“Authorities in N’Djamena need to move to change the governance system there and defuse the multiple roots 
of potential conflict before a crisis explodes,” the report added. 

Northwest Chad has, according to the ICG, “historically played an ambivalent but pivotal role between the 
Arab-Islamic culture of North Africa and the sub-Saharan African cultures with its strategic position presently 
making it increasingly the target of infiltration attempts by armed groups and criminal networks that take 
advantage of the no man’s-land areas of the Sahara Desert to expand their activities.” 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96059/Analysis-Chad-IDPs-face-homecoming-hurdles  

Au nord de la Centrafrique, les réfugiés témoignent de leur lassitude 
PARIS, 8 août 2012 (RFI) - Le nord de la Centrafrique est la cible de mouvements rebelles qui sont à l’origine 
d'une forte insécurité. Courant juin, un groupe d’hommes armés se réclamant d’Abdoulaye Miskine a fait 
irruption dans le village de Maïdoukoulou, près de la frontière tchadienne, provoquant la fuite des populations 
vers le Tchad. 
 
Maïdoukoulou, un petit village de quelques centaines d’âmes, se trouve au bord d’une piste venant du fleuve 
qui sert de frontière naturelle entre le Tchad et la Centrafrique. A l’entrée du village, des maisons en tôle 
inoccupées. Ce sont des logements des travailleurs humanitaires, aujourd’hui repliés à Marcounda, à cent 
kilomètres plus loin, explique un jeune portant un tee-shirt, aux couleurs de l’opération « désarmement, 
démobilisation et réinsertion des anciens rebelles centrafricains ». 

Au milieu du village, assis à l’ombre d’une case, un groupe de femmes se souvient de ce jour de juin, quand 
un groupe d’hommes armés a fait irruption dans le village. « C’était un jeudi. Ils sont arrivés par cette route. 

http://www.acaps.org/resourcescats/downloader/chad_food_insecurity_mar_2012/91
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/89275/CHAD-CAR-Aid-agencies-prepare-for-MINURCAT-exit
http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,,UNSC,,TCD,,4df0bd832,0.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/africa/central-africa/chad/B78-chads-north-west-the-next-high-risk-area.aspx
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96059/Analysis-Chad-IDPs-face-homecoming-hurdles
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Leurs armes faisaient peur. On ne pouvait même pas se retourner. On a couru pour traverser le fleuve en 
direction du Tchad. C’était vraiment terrible. » 

Après quelques semaines, du côté du Tchad, certaines familles ont pu rentrer. D’autres ont été transportées 
dans les camps de réfugiés au Tchad par le HCR, le Haut commissariat aux réfugiés. Mais à Maïdoukoulou, la 
plupart des habitants n’ont pas pu faire les travaux champêtres. « Nous avons du retard. Nous croyons que, 
ici ou plus loin, on en arrive à la famine. Comme nous n’avons pas eu le temps de travailler normalement les 
champs, ça va encore causer d’énormes dégâts sur la population ». 

Assis devant leur case, un homme et sa femme fixent le drapeau centrafricain planté au milieu du village. 
Quand on leur demande ce qu’ils désirent le plus, ils répondent ceci : « Nous voulons un détachement de 
l’armée ici pour nous protéger. Nous sommes fatigués ! Vraiment fatigués de fuir tout le temps ! » 
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20120808-marcounda-refugies-centrafricains-tchad-hcr-refugies-maidoukoulou-
rebelles 
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