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  Tanzania Remote Monitoring Update July 2015 

 Food insecurity persists in central and northeastern areas 

 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 In the central Rift Valley and nearby midlands, food prices 
are decreasing while the Southern Highlands harvest enters 
the market. Household food stocks from the Msimu season 
will be consumed by the end of July, and households have 
limited incomes to buy food. With limited purchasing 
power, poor households will likely be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) 
from August to October, when land preparation begins and 
agricultural labor incomes increase. 

 A FEWS NET pre-harvest  assessment in early July estimated 
Masika production will likely be 20 to 30 percent below 
average, due to low rainfall in Tanga, Kilimanjaro, Manyara, 
and Arusha. As the rains started one month late in April 
instead of March and ended at a normal time in May, the 
growing period was shorter, and many crops remain 
immature. Households will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) 
through January, when the Vuli green harvest starts near 
the end of the next growing season.  

 National maize production in 2015 will likely be slightly above the five-year average, although 15 percent below last year 
due to low production in the central Rift Valley and nearby midlands and low Masika production in bimodal areas. The 
national maize surplus will likely be close to 800,000 metric tons (MT).  
 

 SEASONAL CALENDAR IN A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Estimated food security outcomes, July to September 

2015 (left), and October to December 2015 (right) 

  
Highest estimated level of food insecurity in significant areas 

of concern using IPC 2.0 Area Reference Tables: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 1: Minimal 

Phase 2: Stressed 

Phase 3+: Crisis or higher 

 Severity significantly mitigated by assistance 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

This map represents acute food insecurity outcomes relevant for 
emergency decision-making. It does not necessarily reflect chronic 
food insecurity. To learn more about this scale, click here. 

mailto:fews.tanzania@fews.net
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http://www.ipcinfo.org/
http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/integrated-phase-classification
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PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH DECEMBER 2015 
 
Seasonal progress: The Msimu harvest is ongoing throughout the 
central and southern regions. Harvests in some parts of the Southern 
Highlands will likely be delayed until early August due to low 
temperatures and moist conditions. According to the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) Regional Vulnerability Assessment 
and Analysis Synthesis Report for 2015, the maize harvests will likely 
be 15 percent below last year’s volume, but about eight percent above 
average overall, even with a dry spell from February to March. Limited 
fertilizer use and some farmers substituting sunflower and beans for 
maize also contributed to the less production than last year. 
 
Below-average crop production is expected in some northeastern 
bimodal areas. Rainfall started one month late in late March/early 
April and ended normally in June. Much of the maize did not reach 
maturity. Harvesting will start between the end of July and mid-
August. Maize production for Masika season will likely be 20 to 30 
percent below-average, due to wilting across Arusha, Kilimanjaro, Tanga, and Manyara. The households with the least maize 
will be those who planted late, using local varieties of saved seeds instead of improved varieties, which are typically used. 
These households will be Stressed (IPC Phase 2) in August and September, but will recover to Minimal (IPC Phase 1) in October 
when land preparation begins and thus, their incomes from agricultural labor seasonally increase. 
 
Nationwide, maize prices are slightly above their five-year averages, although they are seasonally decreasing as the 
harvests enter markets. The National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) has released 100,000 MT of the 2014 maize crop to drive 
down prices in the central regions. The NFRA may purchase 275,000 MT in September in surplus-producing areas, pending 
an ongoing assessment. Maize prices may again increase starting in October, two months earlier than would be seasonally 

ZONE CURRENT ANOMALIES PROJECTED ANOMALIES 

Central Rift 
Valley in Singida, 
Dodoma, 
Shinyanga, and 
Tabora Regions 

 Food stock will be depleted three months 
early in August, instead of November. 
Households will start market purchases 
that much earlier. 

 Lower than usual agricultural labor 
demand, below-average incomes from 
cash crop sales due to low production, and 
low incomes from firewood and charcoal 
sales are inhibiting household food access. 

 Fuel taxes of more than TZS 263 per liter will 
increase transport costs from the Southern 
Highlands, likely increasing prices by 
August/September.  

 An endemic Newcastle disease outbreak is likely 
in August or September, due to the onset of dry 
season and inadequate cold chain for vaccines. 
Income from chicken sales will be low. 

Northeastern, 
bimodal areas of 
Tanga, Arusha, 
Manyara, and 
Kilimanjaro 

 20 to 25 percent below-average 
production due to a mid-season dry spell 
in February/March 

 Income from crop sales and agricultural 
labor incomes are lower than normal due 
low food production as a result of highly 
uneven rainfall distribution.  

 Households may turn to the markets two months 
earlier than normal, in September due to low 
household stocks. Low incomes from crops sales 
and labor will lead to low food access.  

 Staple food price increases in October, two 
months earlier than normal, are likely due to the 
above-average volume of market purchases and 
below-average local production. 

Refugees and 
asylum-seekers 
from Burundi in 
Kigoma Region  

 UN agencies have revised their planning 
figures to 150,000 refugees arriving from 
Burundi by September.  

 Humanitarian assistance remains the only 
source of food and income for most 
refugees and asylum seekers, leading to 
poor dietary diversity. 

 Food distribution and food storage area may 
continue to be limited as new residents arrive, 
due to underfunded programs.  
 

Figure 1. Start of season for maize in northern, 

bimodal areas, March to May Masika rains, as of 

July 2015 

 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)/FEWS NET 

 

http://taxinsights.ey.com/archive/archive-news/tanzania--budget-2015-16---miscellaneous-taxes.aspx
http://earlywarning.usgs.gov/fews/product/128


Tanzania Remote Monitoring Update July 2015 

 

 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network 3  
 

expected, due to below-average national production, an additional taxes on fuel increasing transaction costs, and higher 
demand than usual for exports to neighboring countries. 
 

Dodoma, Shinyanga, Tabora, and Singida Regions 
 
Around a quarter of the poor households in the Rift Valley areas will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) through October and 
then move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) from November to December. Maize and cash crops such as cotton, simsim (sesame), 
and paddy were underdeveloped due to the longer-than-normal dry spell in February/March. According to a FEWS NET 
assessment made in April, Msimu harvests would likely be only 10 to 30 percent of average, and similar estimates of crop 
production were reported by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). As a result, household food 
stocks were not replenished, and incomes from crop sales are well below average. Nutritional status is likely to deteriorate 
among children under five, and household productive assets like livestock and agricultural tools may be sold to buy food. 
Poor households will likely continue to consume food from this year’s harvest through July, finishing off the harvest supplies 
four months earlier than normal. Other important income sources like chicken sales, usually end with the arrival of Newcastle 
disease around September, as chicken flocks die off. Households are likely to move to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) in 
October/November when land preparation and dry planting starts, providing cash or food from agricultural labor. 
 
The central unimodal and transition areas near the Rift Valley in Dodoma, Singida, Manyara, and parts of Tabora Region 
also had a 60 percent below-average harvest due to the dry spell in February/March. However, these areas had more crop 
production than in the Rift Valley. Household have very low stocks from this harvest, and incomes from crop sale are below 
average, resulting in low household food access. Labor incomes will likely remain low until November because wealthier 
households are hiring less labor due to their own low incomes withe fewer crops to sell. Households will likely be Stressed 
(IPC Phase 2) until November, when agricultural labor demand seasonally increases for planting.  
 

Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Nyarugusu Camp in Kigoma Region 
 
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Tanzania is hosting 81,566 asylum-seekers and 
refugees who entered from April 1 to July 29 from Burundi. They are currently staying in Nyarugusu Camp. Two-thirds of the 
refugees are housed in mass shelters, and are receiving hot meals daily. As more people have arrived than planned for, 
humanitarian agencies working at the camp have not been prepared to serve this many people. UN agencies have revised 
their planning figures to reach 150,000 refugees in Tanzania by September 2015. Refugees and asylum seekers will likely 
remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) with limitations on access to food, shelter, and water.  
 

 

ABOUT REMOTE MONITORING 
In remote monitoring, a coordinator typically works from a nearby regional office. Relying on partners for data, the coordinator uses 
scenario development to conduct analysis and produce monthly reports. As less data may be available, remote monitoring reports may 
have less detail than those from countries with FEWS NET offices. Learn more about our work here. 

 

http://www.fao.org/giews/english/hotspots/index.htm
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/BurundiRefSituationStatistics_29Jul2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Tanzania%20sitrep%20No.9%2C%20Burundi%20Refugee%20Emergency%20Response%2C%2029%20July%202015.pdf
http://www.fews.net/our-work

