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SituationOverview. 
 The Short rains have started and some areas have started experiencing lightshowers. Temperatures 

rangingbetween 27°C to 35°C. 

 

 The quantity of Pasture and browse within the County is currently below normal. In comparison to the month 

of September, the quantity of pasture and browse within the County has improved and this is attributed to 

light showers currently being experienced some areas of the County.  

 

 Livestock body condition for cattle, goats, sheep and camel are good in mixed livelihood zones but poor and 

improving in Marginal and Pastoral livelihood zones. Some areas within marginal and Pastoral livelihood 

zones still showing some signs of body stress but this is expected to change with the onset of the short rains. 

The current body condition is normal at this time of the year apart from that of Tana North which is below 

normal.  

 

 Currently, there is no livestock disease outbreaks reported. Endemic diseases such as Contagious Caprine 

Pleural Pneumonia (CCPP), Contagious Bovine Pleural Pneumonia (CBPP), trypanosomiasis, FMD  and 

worms have continued across all livelihood zones 

 

 Most of livestock from Tana North and Tana River are still within Tana Delta but expected to migrate 

towards the north with the onset of short rains. In-migration of livestock from Garissa County has also been 

experienced through Bura East and Masalani-Boji Bridge.In migration has been reported in Kone where 

herds from other counties have invaded the area and sharing their resources forcefully. Herds are also 

moving towards Galole   from Waldena and Titilla.There is influx of livestock in Kipini and Chara which 

has lead to tension among locals. 

 

 With the onset of short rains, water levels have improved in some water reservoirs and currently there is 

enough water for both livestock and domestic needs. Water stress is still being experienced in Pastoral and 

some part of Marginal mixed livelihoods. Most of the catchment pools/natural ponds have dried up while the 

volumes in the pans have reduced due to lack of enough rainfall. Some areas of Tana Delta also depend on 

water trucking currently being undertaken by Ministry of water.The average distances covered by livestock 

from the grazing areas to main water sources in the month of October were 9.73 kilometers. In comparison to 

the month of September where the livestock covered 10.64 kilometers, the distances covered by the livestock 

in the month of October have decreased. 

 

 The average price of a mature 3 year old bull in the month of October was Kshs.22, 247. In comparison to 

the month of September, where the price of a 3 year old mature bull was Kshs.20, 948, the price in October 

has increased significantly. The increase in the cattle prices is attributed to market dynamics and given that 

body conditions of livestock is improving with the onset of short rains. The current cattle price of Kshs.22, 

247 is above normal at this period of the year as shown on the graph below of average cattle prices. 
 

 On average the milk produced per household within Tana River County was 31.00 litres in the month of 

October. In comparison to the month of September where the average milk produced per household was 

39.00 litres, the milk production level has decreased slightly within the month of October but this is expected 

to improve with the onset of short rains.Compared to long term average of 37.13 litres, the current milk 

production is below normal at this time of the year. 

 

 The average maize price per kilogram for the month of October was Kshs.67. In comparison to the month of 

September, where the average price per kilogram of maize was Kshs.69, the prices have decreased by the end 

of October.  In comparison to the average maize price at this time of the year, the current maize prices are 

above normal and this is attributed to market dynamics.  

 

 The percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition in the County within the month of September was 

11.3%. In comparison to the month of September, where the percentage of children at risk of malnutrition 
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was 11.8%, the nutritional status for children under the age of 5 years improved within the month of October. 

The improvement of the nutritional status of children under the age of 5 years is attributed to ongoing 

interventions and onset of Short rains. Compared to long term averages, the current percentage is below 

normal at this time of the year. 

The onset of long dry spell has resulted in notable changes on the Environmental indicators, rural indicators 

and Welfare indicators. The County situation can be described as Alertand Improving. 
 

 

 

Recommendations to County Authorities/County Steering Group and national Kenya Food Security 

Steering Group 

 Continuation of malaria control initiatives to undermine the prevalence rates. Carry out livestock 

vaccination and disease surveillance. 

 Enhance support to small scale irrigation activities through provision of water pumps and restocking of 

vulnerable families to improve food security at household level. 

 Undertake water tracking initiatives to support communities currently facing acute water shortages.enhance 

access to water resource during the drought period for both domestic and household use 

 Explore sustainable measures to overcome incidences of human/wildlife conflicts which have become a food 

insecurity threat across the livelihood zones. 

 Initiate water harvesting flagship projects geared at alleviating perennial water problems in areas frequented by 

acute water shortages that will also act as platform for crop and livestock production interventions. 

 Carry out general food distribution to vulnerable families. 

 Carry out nutritional surveys to ascertain affected population. 

 Carry out peace initiatives initiatives in areas affected by conflicts over resources.  

 Strengthening coordination and monitoring through CSGs in the county. 

 Strengthened the screening and referral system. 

 support ring vaccination on foot and mouth disease, 

 support FMD vaccination teams 

Current Intervention Measures and Coping Strategies 

Non-food interventions 

 Establishment of small scale irrigation projects and group demonstration farms by Water Irrigation and 

drainage by GOK/UNICEF,Samaritans’ Purse, MOA and other partners. 

 Water harvesting, dry land farming, small scale irrigation and range rehabilitation initiatives through Food 

for Assets initiatives, ASDSP, Kenya Dry Land Development Program (KDLDP), GAA,MOLDF. 

 Security surveillance, peace building, conflict resolution and management initiatives by the OOP/NSC, 

KRCS,UNDP Peace Committees. 

 Vaccination against  FMD,RVF and PPR by MOL 

 Nutritional Surveys by MOH/IMC, AMREF-APHIA PLUS. 

 Integrated Outreach activities in hard to reach areas by MOH/IMC,AMREF-APHIA PLUS 

 

Food Aid 

 SFP/OTP with FFA being undertaken by WFP, MOH, IMC, AMREF, UNICEF in all operational health 

facilities. 

 PRRO/Food for Assets - The PRRO beneficiary target for the county is 58,300 out of whom 45,900 

households will be under FFA -Tana North8,261,Tana Delta 15,700 and Tana River 21,939.FFA activities 

include irrigation for crop production, range reseeding and rehabilitation, tree planting and construction of 

water pans. 

 GFD undertaken by County Government and office of County commissioner across all livelihood zones. 
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District Steering Group Meetings and Recommendations. 

 The County Steering Group meeting on17/09/2014 at the County headquarters, Tana River. 

The following recommendations were realized. 

 

 The County Drought Coordinator informed members that some of the activities in the Drought 

Response plan had been approved while others were not, after having a discussion with the Nairobi 

team. He informed members that most of the activities were said to be preparedness activities and 

would be considered later after response. He then asked the CDA to take members through the 

approved activities in each sector so that they could come up with an implementation strategy on how 

best the activities were going to be carried out and within the specified time. The total budget for all 

the activities was reduced to Kshs. 9, 509,000 after a few corrections which were made from Nairobi. 

The following were reactions from members; 

 That the budget for Water sector was low as the water situation in the county was worsening 

especially in areas of Waldena and Saware.  There were some few deaths reported in some of the 

traditional wells which had become the main source of water in these areas. The CDC informed 

members that he would consult the Water engineer to give him the situation on the ground so as 

to take the gen set and submersible pump to the neediest area. 

 On the issue of vaccines, the Veterinary Officer said that there was need to confirm on when the 

vaccines were going to be delivered to the county so as to plan in advance on how they were 

going to be stored as the county does not have capacity to store all the vaccines due to inadequate 

refrigeration equipment.  

 The V.O was also given the responsibility of coming up with a program on how the vaccination 

exercise was going to be undertaken, as well as identifying the gaps where the County 

Government could come in. He however informed members that the County government had 

purchase vaccines for black water and CBPP but they have not started vaccinating animals due to 

inadequate vehicles. The other challenge was that their vehicles have been taken to Mombasa for 

overhaul repairs and might be ready in two weeks time. 

 Members were worried on how soon the County Government would respond to hasten this 

important activity. 

 On Health and Nutrition, members agreed that since NDMA was just complimenting the County 

Government, there was need to channel the available limited resources to the worst hit and hard to 

reach areas. They also insisted that there was need to capacity build the newly employed health 

staff for efficiency and smooth running of the exercise. The County Nutrition Coordinator would 

collaborate with IMC and Aphia plus Imarisha in identifying the worst hit areas. 

 On Peace and Security, the Peace monitor and CDRO were given the responsibility of coming up 

with peace messages that would be printed on the T- shirts and caps in order to enable the SCA to 

start the procurement process. 

 The theater group activities were specifically targeting Tana Delta Sub County because of the 

previous clashes which had left several people traumatized. 

 One of the members requested that members should be e- mailed minutes of meetings at least a 

few days before another meeting is called. 
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 Another one requested for members to be provided with the Drought Contingency Plan in soft 

copy for reference purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.0.ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS (STABILITY) 

1.1.Rainfall: 
 

Amount of rainfall 

The County received an average rainfall of23.51mm within the month of October. In comparison to the long 

term rainfall average of 25.70mm, the current rainfall situation reveals a below normal trend during this 

period of the year. 

 

Temporal distribution 

Thecounty is currently experiencing short rains as per the seasonal calendar but heavy downpour havebeen 

experienced in the County mostly in the Delta and Tana River sub counties, there has been no much 

showersexperienced in Tana North Sub County. 

 

Spatial distribution 

Bura division recorded an average of 4.20 mm, Madogo division recorded an average of 1.20 mm, Galole 

division reordered an average of 10.00mm,Tarassa recorded 39.50 mm,Bangale division recorded 12.00 mm, 

Garsen division recorded an average of 42.50mmand Kipini Division recorded an average of 55.20 mm. 

 

 
 

Source: MOA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long Term Avg(2010-2013) 51.42 11.02 111 223.8 120.3 59.8 28.52 22.13 27.35 125.7 329.9 176.1

2014 0 0 11.65 79.59 84 60.63 11.51 10.79 5.14 23.51

2013 8.7 0 107 94.4 48.88 21 3.88 3.84 4.87 8.82 97 24.46
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1.2.     Condition of Natural Vegetation and Pasture. 

 Quality 

The pasture and browse condition is currently good in the mixed livelihood zones but fair and improving in 

marginal mixed. However, pasture condition is poor in most parts of the pastoral livelihood zones of Tana 

North but expected to improve if the light showers continue as expected.  The current forage condition in 

Tana North is a result of long dry spell which has just ended. Current forage is estimated to last for one to 

two months. With the onset of the long dry spell, most herds are expected to migrate towards the delta in 

search of water and pasture. 

 

 

 Quantity 

The quantity of Pasture and browse within the County is currently below normal. In comparison to the 

month of September, the quantity of pasture and browse within the County has improvedand this is 

attributed to light showers currently being experienced some areas of the County. This has 

supportedregeneration of the pastures more so within the Mixed and Marginal Mixedlivelihood zones. 

The overall conditions are reflecting improving scenario and may sustain for the next 1 month if the 

present conditions prevails. 

 

 

 

 

1.3.    Water Sources and Availability. 

Water Sources 

 With the onset of short rains, water levels have improved in some water reservoirs and currently there 

isenough water for both livestock and domestic needs. Water stress is still being experienced in Pastoral and 

some part of Marginal mixed livelihoods.Most of the catchment pools/natural ponds have dried up while the 

volumes in the pans have reduced due to lack of enough rainfall. Most households within Tana North rely on 

Canals within the Bura area. Some areas of Tana Delta also depend on water trucking currently being 

undertaken by Ministry of water. 
 

 The existing water sources are generally expected to improve if the short rains perform better. 

 

 

 Household access to Water 

Most of the communities within the Marginal mixed livelihood zones and the Mixed farming livelihood 

zones depend on natural rivers for both domestic and livestock consumption. Communities within the 

pastoral livelihood depend on pans and dams for both domestic and livestock consumption. The average 

distance from the households to the main water sources in the month of October was 2.71 kilometers. In 

comparison to the month of September where distances covered from the households to the main water 

sources was 2.71Kilometers, the distances have remained the same in the month ofOctober but expected to 

reduce further with the onset of short rains. The current distances covered from the household to the main 

water sources is attributed to ongoinginterventions on water trucking and onset of short rains. Households 

within Pastoral livelihood zones takes an average of 2.4hrs to water points compared to households within 

Mixed livelihood zones who only takes 1.1hrs. In comparison to the average distances covered at this time of 

the year, the current distances are normal. Communities within the Pastoral and Marginal mixed livelihood 

zones are covering longer distances in search of water.  
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 Livestock access to water 

The average distances covered by livestock from the grazing areas to main water sources in the month of 

Octoberwere9.73 kilometers. In comparison to the month of September where the livestock covered 

10.64kilometers, the distances covered by the livestock in the month of October havedecreased. The decrease 

in distance covered by livestock from grazing areas to main water sources is attributed toonset of short rains 

season. This has led to increase of water levels across livelihoods. Livestock within the pastoral livelihood 

zones covered longerdistances of about  22kmsin search of water as compared to the5.3kilometers and 2.6 

kilometers ofMarginal Mixed and Mixed Farming livelihood zonesrespectively.  

 
 

Source: NDMA N=450 Households   
 
 

  

1.4  Emerging Issues. 
1.4.1 Insecurity/conflict /human displacement. 

 Tensions among locals of Witu and Kipini have been reported. This has been quelled by recent attacks in 

Lamu, Mpeketoni and Gamba. These has resulted to outwards human migrations s.  Security has been beeped 

up since then in the county to curb such incidences in Tana River. 

 During the month of October, Security tension hascontinued to be experienced between pastoralists and 

farmers over grazing resources. Occasional clashes have been reported between the Marehan and Wardei 

clans in parts of Bura and Bangale especially at water points and areas experiencing high livestock 

concentration alongside diminishing resources. Tension over resources have also been reported in the Delta. 

 Human/wildlife conflicts in terms of crop destruction, livestock predation and human attacks reported across 

the livelihoods zones. 

 Spontaneous fighting over limited resources had been reported in especially the irrigation scheme of Hola, 

Delta andKurawa- Hurara boundary. 

 

 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep. Oct Nov Dec

Base year (2010-2013) 5.3 6.0 6.9 5.9 5.8 6.9 7.6 8.5 7.8 8.3 6.0 5.0

2014 5.87 7.63 8.3 6 7.03 6.93 8.83 9.69 10.64 9.73

2013 4 5 5.53 3.5 4.17 4.46 5.51 8.4 6.97 6.87 5.03 4.1
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1.4.2. Migration 
 

 Most of livestock from Tana North and Tana River are still within Tana Delta but expected to migrate 

towards the north with the onset of short rains. In-migration of livestock from Garissa County has also been 

experienced through Bura East and Masalani-Boji Bridge. 

 

 In migration has been reported in Kone where herds from other counties have invaded the area and sharing 

their resources forcefully.Herds are also moving towards Galole  from Waldena and Titilla. 

 

 There is influx of livestock in Kipini and Chara which has lead to tension among locals. 

 

Other Factors likely to Affect Livelihoods 

 

 Effects of long dry spell were tremendous and livelihoods were affected by drought more so in Tana North 

sub-county, these left  most locals  food insecure. Long rains were far below average and therefore did not 

support good harvests and on the other hand majority of locals who did not tilt their land still rely on 

relieffood, charcoal burning, petty trade and manual labour for survival. This has greatly impacted on the 

livelihood of the communities and leaves them food insecure. Insecurity has also affected the local markets 

therefore rendering access to essential commodities impossible in some areas. 

 

 

 

 

1.5 Implications on food security 

The rainfall performance was below average in all the livelihood zones and quite depressed in the northern parts 

(marginal mixed and pastoral zones) of the county. The long dry spell further aggravated the situation thus 

undermining the production systems to the extent of threatening the food security which has remained at the 

borderline. 

 

The food security situation in the marginal mixed farming and pastoral zones is however expected to improve 

with the onset of the short rains and this might renderpositive impact on the food security situation.  

 

 

2.0  RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS (AVAILABILITY) 

2.1  Livestock Production. 

2.1.1. Livestock body condition 

Livestock body condition for cattle, goats, sheep and camel are good in mixed livelihood zones but poor and 

improving in Marginal and Pastoral livelihood zones. Some areas within marginal and Pastoral livelihood zones 

still showing some signs of body stress  but this is expected to change with the onset of the short rains.The 

current body condition is normal at this time of the year apart from that of Tana North which is below normal.  

 

 

2.1.2. Livestock diseases 

 

No outstanding disease outbreaks reported, however FMD,CCPP, CBPP, Trypanosomiasis and worms remained 

endemic across the livelihood zones. Mass vaccination against FMD,RVF, CCPP, PPR, Anthrax and Black 

quarter targeting goats, sheep and camel had been going on across the county apart from some areas like 

Nanighi. 

 

2.1.3. Milk production. 

 

On average the milk produced per householdwithin Tana River County was 31.00 litres in the month of 

October.In comparison to the month of September where the average milk produced per household was 

39.00litres, the milk production level has decreasedslightly within the month of Octoberbut this is expected to 
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improve with the onset of short rains.Compared to long term average of 37.13 litres, the current milk production 

is below normal at this time of the year.  

 
Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

 

 

2.2.Crop Production 

2.2.0 Timeliness and condition of various crop productions 

 

Most farmers within the Delta have prepared their farms in readiness for planting but some farmers have already 

planted.  Farmers anticipates moisture content to be good hence good germination of crops. Maize crops within 

Hola irrigation schemes are within flowering stage. 

 

2.2.1 Pests and diseases 

 Nooutstandingincidences of pests and diseases on cropsreported. 

 

2.2.2 Harvests 

 

Mango harvests reported in Tana River and Tana Delta Sub-Countys. Previously during the long rains, meager 

harvests had been reported in mixed and marginal mixed zones.Farmers harvested their crops as the long rains 

season came to an end but No outstanding harvests were reported during this period.Currently no harvests 

reported as farmers have prepared their farms and awaiting short rains. Mango harvests reported in some areas of 

Tana delta. 

 

 

2.3Implications on food security 

Less production realized due low rainfall performance, low acreage under production and onset of Long dry spell 

are the main factors currently affecting food security. Currently most farmers are have runned out of maize 

stocks and therefore left with nothing to eat but depend on relief food. The impact of short rains are yet to be felt. 

Food security situation in the County is still under stressed phase. 

 

 

3.0      ACCESSIBILITY 

3.1  Livestock marketing 

3.1.1  Cattle Prices  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Base year(2010-2013) 55.31 55.50 48.75 50.81 55.31 57.19 48.94 43.31 39.56 37.13 36.75 54.19

2013 51.75 45.75 42.00 45.75 47.25 46.50 39.00 27.75 26.25 27.00 32.25 38.25

2014 41.25 34.50 42.00 45.75 43.50 41.25 42.00 38.25 39.00 31.00
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The average price of a mature 3 year old bull in the month of October was Kshs.22, 247. In comparison to the 

month of September, where the price of a 3 year old mature bull was Kshs.20, 948, the price in October 

hasincreased significantly. Theincrease in the cattle prices is attributed to market dynamics and given that body 

conditions of livestock is improving with the onset of short rains. The current cattle price of Kshs.22, 247is 

above normal at this period of the year as shown on the graph below of average cattle prices. 

 
 

 

Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

3.1.2 Goat Prices 

The average price of a medium size goat in the month of Octoberwas Kshs.5, 596. Incomparison to the month of 

September, where the average price of a medium size goat was Kshs.3,369.Theprices in October 

haveincreased.The price increase is attributed tothe market dynamics.  

 

 
 

Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov Dec

Base year(2010- 2013) 14,80 15,29 10,28 16,31 16,06 15,65 14,83 17,01 15,20 15,48 16,05 19,39

2014 23,93 21,14 31,13 25,99 33,35 25,50 24,07 26,92 20,94 22,24

2013 20,83 23,21 25,02 24,02 24,30 24,78 20,87 29,18 26,61 23,65 22,49 35,55
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Tana River County Average Cattle Prices 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Base year( 2010 -2013) 2,533 2,622 2,428 2,542 2,685 2,854 2,963 2,664 2,490 3,025 3,150 3,129

2014 4,000 4,801 3,543 3,582 3,422 3,170 3,459 3,515 3,369 5,596

2013 3,368 3,682 3,189 3,142 3,558 3,961 4,128 3,299 2,471 4,392 3,325 3,719
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3.1.3. Sheep Prices 

The average price of a sheepin the month of Octoberwas Kshs.2, 304.Compared to the month of September 

where price of Ksh.2,806 there is andownward trend.Current prices are above normal at this time of the year as 

shown below on the average prices graph. 

 

 
 Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

3.2.Livestock sales 

Among total livestock sold, cattle sales accounted for 10%, sheep sales accounted for 9%,goat sales accounted 

for 38% and poultry accounted for 42%. 

 

 

3.3.Milk consumption 

On average the milk consumed per householdwas28.5 litres in the month of October. In comparison to the month 

of September, where the average milk consumed per household was 28.5litres, the milk consumption level has 

remained stablewithin the month of October.With the onsetof short rains, this situation is expected to improve. 

Currently milk is retailing at an average of Kshs.39 per litre. This is the same as last month’s price of 

Ksh.39.00perlitre. This is attributed to market dynamics. In comparison with a normal year where on average 

milk consumed per household is 30.7 litres, the current milk consumption rate per household is belownormal at 

this time of the year. 

 
Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Base year(2010 -2013) 1,712 1,907 1,864 1,743 1,738 1,850 1,944 2,020 1,844 1,844 2,136 2,308

2014 2,400 2,287 2,650 2,567 2,906 2,325 2,552 2,489 2,806 2,304

2013 2,047 2,802 2,736 2,226 1,948 2,222 2,290 2,794 2,475 2,232 3,272 3,672
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Tana River County Average Sheep Prices

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Base year(2010-2013) 45.5 43.9 28.7 37.4 42.4 41.4 37.2 31.6 27.7 30.7 32.0 43.0

2014 33.0 33.2 29.9 32.4 33.4 39.8 39.0 35.6 28.5 28.5

2013 39.9 36.2 34.5 33.8 42.8 36.8 39.0 26.9 27.0 34.5 25.1 27.4
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3.4.Crop prices 

3.4.1. Maize Prices 

The average maize price per kilogram for the month of Octoberwas Kshs.67. In comparison to the month of 

September, where the average price per kilogram of maize was Kshs.69, the prices have decreased by the end 

ofOctober.In comparison to the average maize price at this time of the year, the current maize prices are above 

normal and this is attributed to market dynamics. 

 

   
Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

 

 

 

 

3.5.Income  

3.5.1. Crop income 

o During the month of October, the county got very little incomefrom the sale of crops mainly 

Mangoes.This is attributed to long  dry spell which has just ended. 

3.5.2. Livestock income 

 Income from livestock sales accounted for 20% of the total household income in the month of October. 

In comparison to the month of September, where the income from sale of livestock also accounted for 

21% of the total household income, there was adecrease in income realised from sale of livestock in the 

month of October. The situationis attributed to the market dynamics 

3.5.3. Other income 

 Other sources of income at the household level included; casual labour contributing 32% of the total 

household income, sale of charcoal22% and petty trade 8%. 

3.6. Implications on food security. 

The Onset of short rains is anindication of future positive effectonfood security. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Base year( 2010 - 2013) 37 33 34 36 40 44 47 44 40 43 42 30

2014 40 44 43 42 58 51 53 66 69 67

2013 45 42 50 42 45 50 69 51 41 45 39 35
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Source: NDMA N=450 Household 
 

 

 

 

 

4.0  WELFARE INDICATORS (UTILIZATION OF FOOD): 

4.1 Nutrition Status. 

The percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition in the County within the month ofOctober was11.1%. 

In comparison to the month of September, where the percentage of children at risk of malnutrition was 11.8%, 

the nutritional status for children under the age of 5 years improved within the month of October.Compared to 

long term averages, the current percentage is below normal at this time of the year. Thetrend is expected 

toimprovefurther if the currentshort rains continuesto beexperienced across all livelihood zones. Currently, the 

percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition is higher Bura divisions.  

 

 

Casual labour
32%

Sale of livestock
20%

Sale of charcoal
22%

Petty Trade
8%

Wood/products
6%

Gifts/Remmittance
6%

Employment
6%

Sale of Crops
0%

Tana River County Income Sources
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Source:NDMA N = 2,255 Children 

 

 

 

 

4.2 Human Health. 

 No Major outstanding human disease reported apart from Malaria and skin diseases reported in most 

areas. There has been an upsurge of malaria and pneumonia related ailments which are also leading in 

morbidity rates.  

 

4.3 Flagged areas 

 Dokee, Konekaliti, Kalalani, Dhidhiabe, Waldena, Titila and Bangale with acute water shortage. 

 Matomba where the river changed its course and therefore livelihoods of   communities leaving in these 

areas have been affected. 

 

 

5.0.Current Intervention Measures and Coping Strategies 

5.1 Non-food interventions. 

 Construction  of Shallow wells in Garsen division, Construction of Schools,Construction of fodder 

Warehouse by UNDP, Green house projects by UNDP, Nutritional Projects by German Agro Action 

 Establishment of small scale irrigation projects and group demonstration farms by Water Irrigation and 

drainage, MOA,UNDP and other partners like German Agro-Action. 

 Water harvesting, dry land farming,small scale irrigation and range rehabilitation initiatives through Food 

for Assets initiatives, NALEP, Kenya Dry Land Development Program (KDLDP), MOLD, 

MDNK&OAL,NDMA. 

 Mother to mother support groups programme and baby friendly hospital initiatives by MOH, UNICEF, 

IMC. 

 Security surveillance, peace building, conflict resolution and management initiatives by the OOP, KRC, 

UNDP Peace Committees. 

 Vaccination against RVF and PPR 

 Integrated outreach activities by MOH, IMC and UNICEF. 

 Coordination of ongoing activities by NDMA. 

 

5.2.  Food Aid 

 SFP/OTP with FFA/GFD linkage being undertaken by GOK, MOH, IMC UNICEF in all operational health 

facilities across the County 

 RED CROSS-FFA-targeting 21,939 people within Tana River, Tana Delta and Tana North.PRRO/Food for 

Assets - The PRRO beneficiary target for the county is 50,800 out of whom 45,900 households will be 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean(Base year 2010-2013) 10.63 11.59 8.41 10.92 11.39 11.52 11.72 11.23 12.48 11.72 11.44 10.94

2014 10.8 12.7 11.3 10.6 10.6 9.0 9.2 13.1 11.8 11.1

2013 8.89 9.61 12.00 9.40 11.44 12.93 11.37 11.33 14.20 13.14 13.77 11.96
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under FFA while GFD is 4,900. FFA activities include irrigation for crop production, range reseeding and 

rehabilitation, tree planting and construction of water pans.  

 Some public primary schools and an equivalent number of ECD centres are under regular School Meals 

Program - current primary enrolment stands at 59,419 pupils. 

 Food aid in terms of cereals, pulses and oil for the general public targeting people affected by the drought 

by GOK. 

 

6.0.Recommendations for Action 

Recommendations to County Steering Group/Kenya Food Security Meeting. 

 Enhance food distribution in areas affected by drought. 

Action:CountyGovernment:CSG/Partners 

 Explore sustainable measures to overcome incidences of human/wildlife conflicts which have become a 

food insecurity threat across the livelihood zones. 

Action: KWS/CSG/Partners/Communities. 

 Disease surveillance within the areas affected by drought and the continuation of malaria control 

initiatives to undermine the prevalence rates. 

Action: MOH/CSG/Partners/Communities. 

 Enhance support to small scale irrigation activities through provision of water pumps and restocking of 

vulnerable families to improve food security at household level. 

Action: DAO/MDNK&OAL/CSG/Partners/Community 

 Continue with malaria control initiatives to undermine the prevalence rates. 

Action: MOH/CSG/Partners/Communities. 

 enhance access to water resource during the drought period for both domestic and household 

useAction:GOK-CountyCommisioner/Ministry of Water. 

 Rehabilitation of shallow wells and boreholes, Construction of pans and major dams along the laghas. 

Action:CSG,Ministry of Water and Other Partners 

 

 

 

 

WARNING STAGES 

NORMAL:  

Environmental, Livestock and pastoral welfare indicators show no unusual fluctuations and remain in the expected 

seasonal range. 

 

ALERT:   

Environmental indicators show unusual fluctuations outside expected seasonal ranges.  This occurs within the entire 

district, or within localised regions; OR: Asset levels of households are still too low to provide an adequate 

subsistence level and vulnerability to food insecurity is still high. 

 

ALARM:  

Environmental and livestock/Agriculture indicators fluctuate outside expected seasonal ranges, affecting the local 

economy.  This condition occurs in most parts of the district, and directly and indirectly threatens food security of 

pastoralists and/or agro-pastoralists. 

 

EMERGENCY:   

All indicators are fluctuating outside normal ranges.  Local production systems are collapsed as well as the 

dominant economy within the district.  This situation affects the asset status and purchasing power of the population 

to an extent that welfare levels have been seriously worsened resulting in famine threat. 


