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SituationOverview. 

 
 The long dry spell has started and some areas have started experiencing water stress. Temperatures 

rangingbetween 25°C to 31°C. 

 

 The pasture and browse condition is currently below normal in both Pastoral and marginal mixed livelihood 

zones but good in mixed livelihood zones. Pasture and browse is expected to change worsen with the onset of 

long dry spell. 

 

 Livestock body condition for cattle, goats, sheep and camel is fair across all livelihood zones apart from Tana 

North where body condition of cattle is rated as poor. The current body condition is normal at this time of the 

year apart from that of Tana North which is below normal. The livestock body condition is expected to 

worsen in the next two month with the onset of long dry spell.Currently, there is no livestock disease 

outbreaks reported. Endemic diseases such as Contagious Caprine Pleural Pneumonia (CCPP), Contagious 

Bovine Pleural Pneumonia (CBPP), trypanosomiasis and worms have continued across all livelihood zones 

 

 Estimated 50 percent of cattle and 20 percent sheep and goats have migrated from Tana North to Tana Delta. 

In-migration of livestock from Garissa County has also been experienced through Bura East and Masalani-

Boji Bridge.No cases of notifiable diseases outbreaks. No unusual livestock deaths. Human, wildlife conflicts 

reported in some areas like Assa and Sala. 

 

 With the onset of long dry spell, water levels have reduced in most water reservoirs and currently there is no 

enough water for both livestock and domestic needs. Water stress currently being experienced in Pastoral and 

Marginal mixed livelihoods. Most of the catchment pools/natural ponds have dried up while the volumes in 

the pans have reduced due to lack of rainfall. The existing water sources are generally expected to last 

between 1-1.5 months.Distances to water from grazing is9.69 km compared to 8.83 km of last month, there is 

an upwardtrend.  

 

 The average price of a mature 3 year old bull in the month of August was Kshs.26, 927. In comparison to the 

month of July, where the price of a 3 year old mature bull was Kshs.24, 072 the price in August has 

increased significantly. The increase in the cattle prices is attributed to market dynamics and given that body 

conditions of livestock is still fair though some areas more so within pastoral livelihood zones have started 

showing signs of stress. The current cattle price of Kshs.26, 927 is above normal at this period of the year as 

shown on the graph below of average cattle prices. 
 

 On average the milk produced per household within Tana River County was 38.25 litres in the month of 

August. In comparison to the month of July where the average milk produced per household was 42.00 litres, 

the milk production level has decreased significantly within the month of August but this is expected to 

reduce further with the onset of long dry spell. Compared to long term average of 62.79 litres, the current 

milk production is below normal at this time of the year.  

 The average maize price per kilogram for the month of August was Kshs.66. In comparison to the month of 

July, where the average price per kilogram of maize was Kshs.53, the prices have increased by the end of 

August.  In comparison to the average maize price at this time of the year, the current maize prices are above 

normal and this is attributed to market dynamics.  

 

 The percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition in the County within the month of July was 

13.10%. In comparison to the month of July, where the percentage of children at risk of malnutrition was 

9.15%, the nutritional status for children under the age of 5 years worsened within the month of August. The 

worsening of the nutritional status of children under the age of 5 years is attributed to onset of long dry spell 

which has led to reduction of water and pasture which has also led to decrease in milk production and 

consumption.Compared to long term averages, the current percentage is above normal at this time of the 

year. 

The onset of long dry spell has resulted in notable changes on the Environmental indicators, rural indicators 

and Welfare indicators. The County situation can be described as Alert and Worsening. 
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Recommendations to County Authorities/County Steering Group and national Kenya Food Security 

Steering Group 

 Continuation of malaria control initiatives to undermine the prevalence rates. Carry out livestock 

vaccination and disease surveillance. 

 Enhance support to small scale irrigation activities through provision of water pumps and restocking of 

vulnerable families to improve food security at household level. 

 Undertake water tracking initiatives to support communities currently facing acute water shortages.enhance 

access to water resource during the drought period for both domestic and household use 

 Explore sustainable measures to overcome incidences of human/wildlife conflicts which have become a food 

insecurity threat across the livelihood zones. 

 Initiate water harvesting flagship projects geared at alleviating perennial water problems in areas frequented by 

acute water shortages that will also act as platform for crop and livestock production interventions. 

 Carry out general food distribution to vulnerable families. 

 Carry out nutritional surveys to ascertain affected population. 

 Carry out peace initiatives initiatives in areas affected by conflicts over resources.  

 Strengthening coordination and monitoring through CSGs in the county. 

 Strengthened the screening and referal system. 

 support ring vaccination on foot and mouth disease, 

 support FMD vaccination teams 

Current Intervention Measures and Coping Strategies 

Non-food interventions 

 Establishment of small scale irrigation projects and group demonstration farms by Water Irrigation and 

drainage by GOK/UNICEF,Samaritans’ Purse, MOA and other partners. 

 Water harvesting, dry land farming, small scale irrigation and range rehabilitation initiatives through Food 

for Assets initiatives, ASDSP, Kenya Dry Land Development Program (KDLDP), GAA,MOLDF. 

 Security surveillance, peace building, conflict resolution and management initiatives by the OOP/NSC, 

KRCS,UNDP Peace Committees. 

 Vaccination against RVF and PPR 

 Nutritional Surveys by MOH/IMC, AMREF-APHIA PLUS. 

 

Food Aid 

 SFP/OTP with FFA being undertaken by WFP, MOH, IMC, AMREF, UNICEF in all operational health 

facilities. 

 PRRO/Food for Assets - The PRRO beneficiary target for the county is 58,300 out of whom 45,900 

households will be under FFA -Tana North8,261,Tana Delta 15,700 and Tana River 21,939.FFA activities 

include irrigation for crop production, range reseeding and rehabilitation, tree planting and construction of 

water pans. 

 GFD undertaken by County Government and office of County commissioner across all livelihood zones. 

 

District Steering Group Meetings and Recommendations. 

 The County Steering Group meeting on27/08/2014 at the County headquarters, Tana River. 

The following recommendations were realized. 

 Members were introduced to NDMA employees from Nairobi, Mr.Lembara the Response 

Manager,Mr.Ali of KRDP and Mr.Chris the NDCF manager. 

 Members were informed by Mr.Lembara that contingency funds can now be accessed and that some 

counties have already started utilizing the funds. He told members to work on the necessary 

documentations in order to access the funds. He informed members that Early warning bulletin, response 

plan,KFSSG LRA report,Contigency plan and minutes are some of  the documents required for the funds 

to be activated. 
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 Members were also informed of the need to change the phase of the Early warning bulletin to conform to 

the new look. It was stressed to members that the new layout will be very informative. By looking at the 

first page of the bulletin anyone could understand the status of the county as far as drought is concerned. 

 Members were also informedby Mr. Ahmed Ali of KRDP that EU had been supporting EWS and NDMA 

in several ways and that there was need for refinement of the EWS so as to reduce the lead time for 

action. He informed members that the system had changed where response resources are required to be 

directed to areas that are mainly stressed, which are identified through the Vegetation Condition Index 

and Standard Precipitation Index. 

 Mr, Lembara informed members that the issue of Early Warning Phase classification looks at the 

biophysical and socio-economic indicators which assess the production, access and utilization indicators. 

Whatever is captured in the bulletin must also concur with the recommendations of the CSG. This is 

because the bulletin is one of the main documents that would enable the CSG to access DCF funds. 

 Mr. Chris then took members through the VCI and SPI for the 3 sub counties which showed clearly that 

Bura sub county was the most hit and was in moderate drought that would likely worsen in the next two 

months. He then took members through the new look of the bulletin which showed a well summary of the 

overview situation of the whole county at a glance on the first page. He as well informed members that 

the new look of the bulletin gives specific indication of where the drought risks are instead of blanket 

information, hence allows response activities to be undertaken where they deserve. 

 Mr Chris as well took members through the Business process (NDCF) and informed them that the 

exercise would require team work for them to access funds in good time. 

 The chairman gave chance to the CDRO to take members through the County’s Drought Response Plan 

so that Nairobi team could assist members in reviewing and revising it. After going through activities and 

budgets in each sector, the Headquarter team advised members and the Response plan was reviewed as 

agreed. The total budget for the response plan was Kshs.9, 513,000. 

 Members were informed on the onset  of long dry spell. Members were further informed that the county 

is in Alert and Deteriorating drought phase. 

 The Chairman informed members that all peace committees had been disbanded and reconstituted, hence 

need for trainings. ( Action: County government) 

 Spontaneous fighting over limited resources had been reported in especially the irrigation scheme of Hola 

and Kurawa- Hurara boundary. 

 There is influx of livestock in Kipini and Chara which would automatically lead to tension. 

 There was need to bring on board youth and women in peace building activities through initiating of 

development projects that cuts across communities ( Peace dividends). 
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1.0.ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS (STABILITY) 

1.1.Rainfall: 
 

Amount of rainfall 

The County received an average rainfall of10.79mm within the month of August. In comparison to the long 

term rainfall average of 22.13mm, the current rainfall situation reveals a below normal trend during this 

period of the year. 

 

Temporal distribution 

The Long rains season came to an end by end of July and currently amount of rainfall  have reduced. Light 

showers havebeen experienced in the County mostly in the Delta and Tana River sub counties, there has been 

no showersexperienced in Tana North Sub County. 

 

Spatial distribution 

Bura division recorded an average of 1.60 mm, Madogo division recorded an average of 1.40 mm, Galole 

division reordered an average of 5.00mm,Tarassa recorded 21.00 mm,Bangale division recorded 0.00 mm, 

Garsen division recorded an average of 28.50mmand Kipini Division recorded an average of 18.00 mm. 

 

 
 

Source: MOA 

 

1.2.     Condition of Natural Vegetation and Pasture. 

 Quality 

The pasture and browse condition is currently good in the mixed livelihood zones but fairer in marginal 

mixed. However, pasture condition is poor in most parts of the pastoral livelihood zones of Tana North.  The 

current forage condition in Tana North is a result of poor performance of the long rains 2014. Current forage 

is estimated to last for one to two months. With the onset of the long dry spell, most herds are expected to 

migrate towards the delta in search of water and pasture. 

 

 

 Quantity 

The quantity of Pasture and browse within the County is currentlynormal. In comparison to the month of 

July, the quantity of pasture and browse within the County has reduced and this is attributed to onset of 

long dry spell. This has affectedregeneration of the pastures more so within the Marginal and Pastoral 

livelihood zones. The overall conditions are reflecting a normal and deteriorating scenario and may 

sustain for the next 1-1.5 months if the present conditions prevails. 

 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long Term Avg(2010-2013) 51.42 11.02 111 223.8 120.3 59.8 28.52 22.13 27.35 125.7 329.9 176.1

2014 0 0 11.65 79.59 84 60.63 11.51 10.79

2013 8.7 0 107 94.4 48.88 21 3.88 3.84 4.87 8.82 97 24.46
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1.3.    Water Sources and Availability. 

Water Sources 

 With the onset of long dry spell, water levels have reduced in most water reservoirs and currently there is no 

enough water for both livestock and domestic needs. Water stress currently being experienced in Pastoral and 

Marginal mixed livelihoods.Most of the catchment pools/natural ponds have dried up while the volumes in 

the pans have reduced due to lack of rainfall.  
 

 The existing water sources are generally expected to last between 1- 1.5months. 

 

 Household access to Water 

Most of the communities within the Marginal mixed livelihood zones and the Mixed farming livelihood 

zones depend on natural rivers for both domestic and livestock consumption. Communities within the 

pastoral livelihood depend on pans and dams for both domestic and livestock consumption. The average 

distance from the households to the main water sources in the month of August was 3.17 kilometers. In 

comparison to the month of July where distances covered from the households to the main water sources was 

2.97Kilometers, the distances have increased in the month ofAugust. The increase in the distances covered 

from the household to the main water sources is attributed toreduction of rainfallin all livelihoods zones. 

Households within Pastoral livelihood zones takes an average of 2.7hrs to water points compared to 

households within Mixed livelihood zones who only takes 1.4hrs. In comparison to the average distances 

covered at this time of the year, the current distances are normal. Communities within the Pastoral and 

Marginal mixed livelihood zones are covering longer distances in search of water.  

 

 Livestock access to water 

The average distances covered by livestock from the grazing areas to main water sources in the month of 

Augustwere9.69 kilometers. In comparison to the month of July where the livestock covered 8.83kilometers, 

the distances covered by the livestock in the month of July have increased. The increase in distance covered 

by livestock from grazing areas to main water sources is attributed toonset of long dry spell and cessations of 

long rains. This has led to reduction of water levels in all livelihoods. Livestock within the pastoral 

livelihood zones covered longerdistances of about 18.3 kilometers in search of water as compared to 

the9.7kilometers and 3.8 kilometers ofMarginal Mixed and Mixed Farming livelihood zonesrespectively.  

 

 
Source: NDMA N=450 Households   

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep. Oct Nov Dec

Base year (2010-2013) 5.3 6.0 6.9 5.9 5.8 6.9 7.6 8.5 7.8 8.3 6.0 5.0

2014 5.87 7.63 8.3 6 7.03 6.93 8.83 9.69

2013 4 5 5.53 3.5 4.17 4.46 5.51 8.4 6.97 6.87 5.03 4.1
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1.4  Emerging Issues. 
1.4.1 Insecurity/conflict /human displacement. 

 Tensions among locals of Witu and Kipini have been reported. This has been quelled by recent attacks in 

Lamu, Mpeketoni and Gamba; as a result human migrations have been reported in these areas.  Security has 

been beeped up since then in the county to curb such incidences in Tana River. 

 During the month of August, Security tension hascontinued to be experienced between  pastoralists and 

farmers over grazing resources. Occasional clashes have been reported between the Marehan and Wardei 

clans in parts of Bura and Bangale especially at water points and areas experiencing high livestock 

concentration alongside diminishing resources. 

 Human/wildlife conflicts in terms of crop destruction, livestock predation and human attacks reported across 

the livelihoods zones, have continued to be of concern as a food security threat. 

 Spontaneous fighting over limited resources had been reported in especially the irrigation scheme of Hola 

and Kurawa- Hurara boundary. 

 

1.4.2. Migration 

 

 Livestock from Tana North and Tana river are gradually migrating towards Tana Delta. In-migration of 

livestock from Garissa County has also been experienced through Bura East and Masalani-Boji Bridge. 

 

 In migration has been reported in Kone where herds from other counties have invaded the area and sharing 

their resources forcefully.Herds are also moving towards Galole  from Waldena and Titilla. 

 

 There is influx of livestock in Kipini and Chara which  has lead to tension among locals. 

 

Other Factors likely to Affect Livelihoods 

 

 With the onset of the Long dry spell, most locals are food insecure. Long rains were far below average and 

therefore did not support good harvests and on the other hand majority of locals who did not tilt their land 

still rely on relieffood, charcoal burning, petty trade and manual labour for survival. This has greatly 

impacted on the livelihood of the communities and leaves them food insecure. Insecurity has also affected 

the local markets therefore rendering access to essential commodities impossible in some areas. 

 

1.5 Implications on food security 

The rainfall performance was below average in all the livelihood zones and quite depressed in the northern parts 

(marginal mixed and pastoral zones) of the county. This has undermined the production systems to the extent of 

threatening the food security which has remained at the borderline. 

 

The food security situation in the marginal mixed farming and pastoral zones is however expected to deteriorate 

further as these areas received marginal precipitation during the long rains season which rendered negative 

impact on the food security situation. The situation was further aggravated by the onset of long dry spell which 

started early July 2014. This has led to reduction of water levels in main water sources and crop failure more so 

in marginal mixed farming zone along river Tana.   

 

2.0  RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS (AVAILABILITY) 

2.1  Livestock Production. 

2.1.1. Livestock body condition 

Livestock body condition for cattle, goats, sheep and camel is fair across all livelihood zones apart from Tana 

North where body condition of cattle is rated as poor. The current body condition is normal at this time of the 

year apart from that of Tana North which is below normal. The livestock body condition is expected to worsen in 

the next two month with the onset of long dry spell. 

 

2.1.2. Livestock diseases 

No outstanding disease outbreaks reported, however CCPP, CBPP, Trypanosomiasis and worms remained 

endemic across the livelihood zones. Mass vaccination against RVF, CCPP, PPR, Anthrax and Black quarter 

targeting goats, sheep and camel had been going on across the county apart from some areas like Nanighi. 
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2.1.3. Milk production. 

 

On average the milk produced per householdwithin Tana River County was 38.25 litres in the month of 

August.In comparison to the month of July where the average milk produced per household was 42.00litres, the 

milk production level has decreasedsignificantly within the month of August  but this is expected to reduce 

further with the onset of long dry spell.Compared to long term average of 43.31 litres, the current milk 

production is below normal at this time of the year.  

 
Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

2.2.Crop Production 

2.2.0 Timeliness and condition of various crop productions 

 

 Most  farmers have completed harvesting as the long rains season has coming to a halt. Farmers did not get 

much harvest as they expected. This is because the long rains did not perform as expected. 

 

2.2.1 Pests and diseases 

 Nooutstandingincidences of pests and diseases on cropsreported. 

 

2.2.2 Harvests 

 

Currently meager harvests reported in mixed and marginal mixed zones.Farmers harvested their crops as the long 

rains season came to an end but No outstanding harvests were reported during this period.The rains received 

during the short rains season were far below normal thus the achieved acreage was low which resulted to low 

production in bags. Furthermore, no floods were experienced to enhance planting along lagas and also along the 

flood plains. Kipini Division in Tana Delta Sub-County is the only region where the long rains performed 

somehow better and hence some reasonable harvests were realized. Both the acreage cultivated  and own 

production were very low than the long term average. In some areas of Tana Delta farmers have not fully gone 

back to their farms because of insecurity. 

 

2.3Implications on food security 

Less production realized due low rainfall performance, low acreage under production and onset of Long dry spell 

are the main factors currently affecting food security. Currently most farmers are running out of maize stocks 

and therefore left with nothing to eat but depend on relief food. The onset of long dry spell is alsoimpacting 

negatively on the foodsecurity situation in the County. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Base year(2010-2013) 55.31 55.50 48.75 50.81 55.31 57.19 48.94 43.31 39.56 37.13 36.75 54.19

2013 51.75 45.75 42.00 45.75 47.25 46.50 39.00 27.75 26.25 27.00 32.25 38.25

2014 41.25 34.50 42.00 45.75 43.50 41.25 42.00 38.25
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3.0      ACCESSIBILITY 

3.1  Livestock marketing 

3.1.1  Cattle Prices  

The average price of a mature 3 year old bull in the month of August was Kshs.26, 927. In comparison to the 

month of July, where the price of a 3 year old mature bull was Kshs.24, 072 the price in August hasincreased 

significantly. Theincrease in the cattle prices is attributed to market dynamics and given that body conditions of 

livestock is still fair though some areas more so within pastoral livelihood zones have started showing signs of 

stress. The current cattle price of Kshs.26, 927is above normal at this period of the year as shown on the graph 

below of average cattle prices. 

 
 

 

Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

3.1.2 Goat Prices 

The average price of a medium size goat in the month of Augustwas Kshs.3, 515. Incomparison to the month of 

July, where the average price of a medium size goat was Kshs.3,459.Theprices in August 

haveincreasedsignificantly.  The price increase is attributed tothe market dynamics.  

 

 
 

Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

 

 

 

jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov Dec

Base year(2010- 2013) 14,8 15,2 10,2 16,3 16,0 15,6 14,8 17,0 15,2 15,4 16,0 19,3

2014 23,9 21,1 31,1 25,9 33,3 25,5 24,0 26,9

2013 20,8 23,2 25,0 24,0 24,3 24,7 20,8 29,1 26,6 23,6 22,4 35,5
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Base year( 2010 -2013) 2,533 2,622 2,428 2,542 2,685 2,854 2,963 2,664 2,490 3,025 3,150 3,129

2014 4,000 4,801 3,543 3,582 3,422 3,170 3,459 3,515

2013 3,368 3,682 3,189 3,142 3,558 3,961 4,128 3,299 2,471 4,392 3,325 3,719
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3.1.3. Sheep Prices 

The average price of a sheepin the month of Augustwas Kshs.2, 489.Compared to the month of July where price 

of Ksh.2,552 there is a downward trend.Current prices are above normal at this time of the year as shown below 

on the average prices graph. 

 

 
 Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

3.2.Livestock sales 

Among total livestock sold, cattle sales accounted for 17%, sheep sales accounted for 7%,goat sales accounted 

for 33% and poultry accounted for 56%. 

 

3.3.Milk consumption 

On average the milk consumed per householdwas35.6 litres in the month of August. In comparison to the month 

of July, where the average milk consumed per household was 39litres, the milk consumption level has 

decreasedwith a smaller margin within the month of August.With the onsetof longdry season, this situation is 

expected to change downwards. Currently milk is retailing at an average of Kshs.40.07 per litre. This is 

anincreasefrom last month’s price of Ksh.34.69perlitre. This is attributed to market dynamics. In comparison 

with a normal year where on average milk consumed per household is 30.4 litres, the current milk consumption 

rate per household is abovenormal at this time of the year. 

 
Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Base year( 2010 -2013) 2,533 2,622 2,428 2,542 2,685 2,854 2,963 2,664 2,490 3,025 3,150 3,129

2014 4,000 4,801 3,543 3,582 3,422 3,170 3,459 3,515

2013 3,368 3,682 3,189 3,142 3,558 3,961 4,128 3,299 2,471 4,392 3,325 3,719
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Tana River County Average Goat Prices

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Base year(2010-2013) 45.5 43.9 28.7 37.4 42.4 41.4 37.2 31.6 27.7 30.7 32.0 43.0

2014 33.0 33.2 29.9 32.4 33.4 39.8 39.0 35.6

2013 39.9 36.2 34.5 33.8 42.8 36.8 39.0 26.9 27.0 34.5 25.1 27.4
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3.4.Crop prices 

3.4.1. Maize Prices 

The average maize price per kilogram for the month of August was Kshs.66. In comparison to the month of July, 

where the average price per kilogram of maize was Kshs.53, the prices have increased by the end ofAugust.In 

comparison to the average maize price at this time of the year, the current maize prices are above normal and this 

is attributed to market dynamics. 

 

   
Source: NDMA N=450 Household 

 

 

 

 

 

3.5.Income  

3.5.1. Crop income 

o During the month of August, the county got 7% incomefrom the sale of crops.This is attributed to 

long rains harvests realized in the county towards the end of July. 

3.5.2. Livestock income 

 Income from livestock sales accounted for 19% of the total household income in the month of August. In 

comparison to the month of July, where the income from sale of livestock also accounted for 23% of the 

total household income, there was a decrease in income realised from sale of livestock in the month of 

August. The situationis attributed to the market dynamics 

3.5.3. Other income 

 Other sources of income at the household level included; casual labour contributing 25% of the total 

household income, sale of charcoal28% and petty trade 8%. 

3.6. Implications on food security. 

The cessation of long rains and Onset of long dry season is anindication of future negative effectonfood 

security. 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Base year( 2010 - 2013) 37 33 34 36 40 44 47 44 40 43 42 30

2014 40 44 43 42 58 51 53 66

2013 45 42 50 42 45 50 69 51 41 45 39 35
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Source: NDMA N=450 Household 
 

4.0  WELFARE INDICATORS (UTILIZATION OF FOOD): 

4.1 Nutrition Status. 

The percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition in the County within the month of August  was 13.1%. 

In comparison to the month of July, where the percentage of children at risk of malnutrition was 9.2%, the 

nutritional status for children under the age of 5 years worsened within the month of August. The worsening of 

the nutritional status of children under the age of 5 years is attributed to reduction of water and pasture which has 

led to decrease in milk production and consumption. Compared to long term averages, the current percentage is 

above  normal at this time of the year. Thetrend is expected toworsen further if the current long rains continue to 

reduce across all livelihood zones. Currently, the percentage of children under the risk of malnutrition is higher 

within   Bangale, Bura and Wenje divisions.  

 

 
 
 Source:NDMA N = 2,255 Children 
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Casual labour

Sale of livestock

Sale of charcoal

Petty Trade

Wood/products

Gifts/Remmittance

Employment

Sale of Crops

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean(Base year 2010-2013) 10.63 11.59 8.41 10.92 11.39 11.52 11.72 11.23 12.48 11.72 11.44 10.94

2014 10.8 12.7 11.3 10.6 10.6 9.0 9.2 13.1

2013 8.89 9.61 12.00 9.40 11.44 12.93 11.37 11.33 14.20 13.14 13.77 11.96

0.00
2.00
4.00
6.00
8.00

10.00
12.00
14.00
16.00

m
u

ac
<1

3
5

m
m

%

Child Nutrition Status-Tana River County



EARLY WARNING BULLETIN - TANA RIVER COUNTY 13 

4.2 Human Health. 

 No Major outstanding human disease reported apart from Malaria and skin diseases reported in most 

areas. There has been an upsurge of malaria and pneumonia related ailments which are also leading in 

morbidity rates.  

 

4.3 Flagged areas 

 Dokee, Konekaliti, Kalalani, Dhidhiabe, Waldenad, Titila and Bangale with acute water shortage. 

 Matomba where the river changed its course and therefore livelihoods of   communities leaving in these 

areas have been affected . 

 

 

5.0.Current Intervention Measures and Coping Strategies 

5.1 Non-food interventions. 

 Construction  of Shallow wells in Garsen division, Construction of Schools,Construction of fodder 

Warehouse by UNDP, Green house projects by UNDP, Nutritional Projects by German Agro Action 

 Establishment of small scale irrigation projects and group demonstration farms by Water Irrigation and 

drainage, MOA,UNDP and other partners like German Agro-Action. 

 Water harvesting, dry land farming, small scale irrigation and range rehabilitation initiatives through Food 

for Assets initiatives, NALEP, Kenya Dry Land Development Program (KDLDP), MOLD, 

MDNK&OAL,NDMA. 

 Mother to mother support groups programme and baby friendly hospital initiatives by MOH, UNICEF, 

IMC. 

 Security surveillance, peace building, conflict resolution and management initiatives by the OOP, KRC, 

UNDP Peace Committees. 

 Vaccination against RVF and PPR 

 

5.2.  Food Aid 

 SFP/OTP with FFA/GFD linkage being undertaken by GOK, MOH, IMC UNICEF in all operational health 

facilities across the County 

 RED CROSS-FFA-targeting 21,939 people within Tana River, Tana Delta and Tana North.PRRO/Food for 

Assets - The PRRO beneficiary target for the county is 50,800 out of whom 45,900 households will be 

under FFA while GFD is 4,900. FFA activities include irrigation for crop production, range reseeding and 

rehabilitation, tree planting and construction of water pans.  

 Some public primary schools and an equivalent number of ECD centres are under regular School Meals 

Program - current primary enrolment stands at 59,419 pupils. 

 Food aid in terms of cereals, pulses and oil for the general public targeting people affected by the drought 

by GOK. 

 

6.0.Recommendations for Action 

Recommendations to County Steering Group/Kenya Food Security Meeting. 

 Enhance food distribution in areas affected by drought. 

Action:County Government:CSG/Partners 

 Explore sustainable measures to overcome incidences of human/wildlife conflicts which have become a 

food insecurity threat across the livelihood zones. 

Action: KWS/CSG/Partners/Communities. 

 Disease surveillance within the areas affected by drought and the continuation of malaria control 

initiatives to undermine the prevalence rates. 

Action: MOH/CSG/Partners/Communities. 

 Enhance support to small scale irrigation activities through provision of water pumps and restocking of 

vulnerable families to improve food security at household level. 

Action: DAO/MDNK&OAL/CSG/Partners/Community 

 Continue with malaria control initiatives to undermine the prevalence rates. 
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Action: MOH/CSG/Partners/Communities. 

 enhance access to water resource during the drought period for both domestic and household 

useAction:GOK-County Commisioner/Ministry of Water. 

 Rehabilitation of shallow wells and boreholes, Construction of pans and major dams along the laghas. 

Action:CSG,Ministry of Water and Other Partners 

 

 

 

 

WARNING STAGES 

NORMAL:  

Environmental, Livestock and pastoral welfare indicators show no unusual fluctuations and remain in the expected 

seasonal range. 

 

ALERT:   

Environmental indicators show unusual fluctuations outside expected seasonal ranges.  This occurs within the entire 

district, or within localised regions; OR: Asset levels of households are still too low to provide an adequate 

subsistence level and vulnerability to food insecurity is still high. 

 

ALARM:  

Environmental and livestock/Agriculture indicators fluctuate outside expected seasonal ranges, affecting the local 

economy.  This condition occurs in most parts of the district, and directly and indirectly threatens food security of 

pastoralists and/or agro-pastoralists. 

 

EMERGENCY:   

All indicators are fluctuating outside normal ranges.  Local production systems are collapsed as well as the 

dominant economy within the district.  This situation affects the asset status and purchasing power of the population 

to an extent that welfare levels have been seriously worsened resulting in famine threat. 


