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WFP Assistance 

 
Tajikistan Country 

Programme 

CP 200813 

April 2016 – April 2020 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

80.5 m 
6.6 m  
(8%) 

2.7 m 
(36%) 

                                                                                                                         *May – October 2016 

School Feeding 

WFP’s school feeding programme complements the 

Government of Tajikistan’s social safety nets by 

providing daily school meals to over 370,000 students, 

in more than 2,000 schools (over 60 percent of the 

total schools) in rural areas. Since October 2015, WFP 

has supported activities to build the government’s 

capacity; specifically, the financing and managing of 

the nationally-owned school feeding programme, which 

aims to assist vulnerable food insecure communities in 

rural areas. This is achieved through WFP trainings to 

government officials, policy advice and technical 

support in developing relevant legislations, along with 

developing and piloting various cost effective models 

for providing school meals, such as school-based 

fundraising activities and mechanisms to promote local 

production. 
 

Food for Assets 
Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) improved livelihoods 

of communities by rehabilitating irrigation facilities 

providing improved production for household 

consumption and for cash crops. Construction of 

bridges provided improved access to pastures, 

orchards, health services, markets and schools. By the 

end of 2015, FFA projects resulted in a total of 33,500 

m3 of check dams to protect arable land, the 

rehabilitation of 530 classrooms, reparation and 

constructions of 29 bridges and 265 water supply 

systems. The last round of Food Security Monitoring 

System (FSMS) was conducted in December 2015, and 

its results have been shared with partners. The FSMS 

was established to provide analysis on the seasonal 

trend of food insecurity in rural Tajikistan by analysing 

data from 1,300 rural households across 13 livelihood 
zones.  The next round will be conducted in May 2016, 

in collaboration with UNICEF and financial support from 

DfID. New FFA activities are expected to be 

implemented in the upcoming months. 

Emergency Response  

WFP supports Tajikistan’s emergency preparedness and 

response (EPR) system, working with the Government’s 

Committee for Emergency Situations (CoES) and other 

relevant agencies. Based on its solid experience in this 

sector, WFP contributes to the strengthening of the 

national Rapid Emergency Assessment and Coordination 

Team (REACT) and National Platform for Disaster Risk 

Reduction. To ensure readiness in case of rapid onset 

emergencies, a contingency stock is foreseen for targeted 

distributions for an initial period of three months. 

 

Treatment and Prevention of Malnutrition 
Tajikistan has the worst nutrition indicators in Central 

Asia. Every year more than 5,000 children are enrolled in 

a WFP-supported supplementary feeding programme 

treating moderate acute malnutrition in selected Primary 

Health Care Centres. WFP is committed to expand the 

reach of the Integrated Management of Acute 

Malnutrition (IMAM) approach, and to scale up the 

prevention of chronic and acute malnutrition. 

 

Support to TB Patients  

WFP’s TB project has been providing life-saving food 

assistance to TB patients and their family members since 

2003. It initially started off by providing assistance to 

1,000 TB patients in partnership with the NGO Project 

Hope. In 2014, Tajikistan reported to have the sixth 

highest rate of TB in Europe and Central Asia, with 

12,000 TB infected persons according to the National 

Tuberculosis Centre, Ministry of Health. In 2015, WFP 

provided assistance to 13,310 males and 12,095 females 

through the TB project. National Tuberculosis Centre 

(NTBC) took over from WFP assistance to in-patients in 

January 2015 and will provide financial assistance to out-

patients and their families by 2021.  

 

Highlights 

 In April, WFP Tajikistan assisted 368,619 people 

through school feeding activities with food distributions 

which included 787 mt of food including wheat flour, 

oil, pluses and salt. 

 

 WFP’s nutrition programme was suspended in April due 

to a shortage in Super Cereal Plus. 

 

 In April, WFP’s activity supporting patients with 

Tuberculosis (TB) was suspended due to funding 

shortfalls. 

 

 Activities have consolidated under the new Country 

Programme (CP) 200813, which came into effect 01 

April 2016. 

Credit: Photo © WFP/AnneMarie van den Berg  
Caption: Women receive entitlements at a food distribution 
in Rudaki district 
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In Numbers 

660,000 people in need of food assistance based 

on the April 2015 IPC analysis 
People Assisted 
April 2016 

 

49.6%        50.4% 
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Donors 
 

WFP Tajikistan’s activities are supported by the Russian 
Federation, Japan Association of WFP and UN Peacebuilding 
Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tajikistan is a landlocked, lower-middle income, food 

deficit country with a population of approximately eight 

million, three quarters of whom live in rural areas. The 

mountainous landscape confines the arable area to just 

seven percent of the country’s surface and poses 

enormous challenges to food security during the winter 

period. The country is the poorest in the 

Commonwealth of Independent States, with 47 percent 

of the population living on less than USD 1.33 a day 

and 17 percent subsisting on less than USD 0.85 a day. 

According to the latest Tajikistan National Health 

Survey of 2012, 10 percent of children under five years 

are affected by acute malnutrition (wasting) and 26 

percent from chronic malnutrition (stunting). The latest 

round of FSMS (December 2015) showed that despite 

improving food security in recent years, only 24 

percent of Tajikistan’s rural population is food secure, 

with the remaining 76 percent: marginally food secure 

(50 percent), moderately (22 percent) or severely (5 

percent) food insecure. The majority of the population 

spends between 70-80 percent of their income on food 

yet around one fifth of the population is affected by 

food insecurity. According to findings of the 2015 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) and FAO, Tajikistan tops 

malnutrition among the former Soviet republics and 

33.2 percent of Tajikistan’s population is suffering from 

undernourishment. 

 

Contact info: Talha Sadiq (talha.sadiq@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Nicolas Oberlin 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/tajikistan   

 

Chronic malnutrition: 26% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Operational Updates 

 Due to funding shortfalls, WFP’s school feeding 
implementation will continue with reduced entitlements. 
Students currently receive 576 kcal per day instead of 
the planned 758 kcal for their school meal. This measure 
has prevented WFP from reaching the objectives under 
partnership agreements, though local partners are 
providing complementary food items.  
 

 In April, WFP Tajikistan received USD 88,000 for the 
school feeding programme from the Japanese private 
sector in association with the Japanese Association for 
the World Food Programme (JAWFP). 

 

 In April, Treatment of Moderate and Acute Malnutrition 
programme and the TB patients support programme 
continued to be halted due to funding shortfalls and 
shortage of reserves. FFA projects are in the planning 
process and being negotiated in line with the new 
Country Programme 200813. 

Challenges 

 Country Programme 200813 officially started on 01 
April 2016 providing the framework for WFP activities 
for 2016-2020. At present, only school feeding has 
been implemented, while support to TB patients’ 
families and treatment of acute malnutrition were not 
implemented due to shortage of resources. FFA 
activities are scheduled to start in May.           

School Feeding Pilot Bakeries Success 

In April, WFP Tajikistan installed bakeries in two schools in 
Norak and Roghun as part of a pilot project that will benefit 
around 3,600 children in schools throughout the two 
districts. “A well-equipped kitchen not only saves time, it 
allows students to observe a professional bread baking 
process and most importantly improves the overall quality 
of the bread,” said Shoev, the director of a school in 
Roghun. “The process is now a lot more streamlined and 
efficient. It was all done manually before and it took an 
entire day to bake bread for the school’s 600 students. 
Now, with the upgraded bakery, it would take no more than 
two hours”. Both schools already benefit from WFP food 
supplies that include fortified wheat flour, pulses, fortified 
oil and iodised salt. 

Partnerships 

The UN’s Peacebuilding and Support Office’s advisory group 
(AG) held meetings with WFP Tajikistan staff from April 02-
04, 2016. The purpose of the AG’s visit was to learn more 
about cross-border peace building initiative. While in 
Dushanbe, the group met with UNCT members involved in 
the project. WFP presented addressing the challenges 
associated with community infrastructure and natural 
recourses. The AG also travelled to villages across the 
border in Kyrgyzstan to witness the progress of project 
implementation in the field, met with people and 
authorities as well.  
 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

129 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 8.352 million 

Chronic malnutrition: 26% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Tajikistan is a landlocked, lower-middle income, food 

deficit country with a population of approximately eight 

million, three quarters of whom live in rural areas. The 

mountainous landscape confines the arable area to just 

seven percent of the country’s surface and poses 

enormous challenges to food security during the winter 

period. The country is the poorest in the 

Commonwealth of Independent States, with 47 percent 

of the population living on less than USD 1.33 a day 

and 17 percent subsisting on less than USD 0.85 a day. 

According to the latest Tajikistan National Health 

Survey of 2012, 10 percent of children under five years 

are affected by acute malnutrition (wasting) and 26 

percent from chronic malnutrition (stunting). The latest 

round of FSMS (December 2015) showed that despite 

improving food security in recent years, only 24 

percent of Tajikistan’s rural population is food secure, 

with the remaining 76 percent: marginally food secure 

(50 percent), moderately (22 percent) or severely (5 

percent) food insecure. The majority of the population 

spends between 70-80 percent of their income on food 

yet around one fifth of the population is affected by 

food insecurity. According to findings of the 2015 

Global Hunger Index (GHI) and FAO, Tajikistan tops 

malnutrition among the former Soviet republics and 

33.2 percent of Tajikistan’s population is suffering from 

undernourishment. 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/tajikistan

