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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Planting of 2017 cereal crops has started in most parts 
of the country under generally favourable conditions 

 Above-average crop production gathered in 2016 due 
to adequate rainfall throughout the season 

 Prices of millet and sorghum are on increase, while 
livestock prices are falling 

 Unusual deterioration of livestock conditions with 
increased mortality is observed in parts resulting in 
declaration of pastoral crisis in June 2017 

 Continued assistance required to improve access to 
food and protect livelihoods of food insecure and 
vulnerable people, including refugees and returnees 

 
The 2017 growing season has started in most 
parts of the country 
Following the onset of first rains in April in the extreme south, 
precipitations progressed northwards in the Sahelian zone in June. 
According to satellite-based images, from April to the second 
dekad of July, precipitations were generally favourable and soil 
moisture reserves were adequate in most parts of the country. 
Millet and sorghum crops are tillering in the Sahelian zone and 
growing satisfactorily in the Sudanian zone. 

Cereal production recovered in 2016 
The 2016 cropping season was characterized by favourable rains 
in the major cereal producing regions of the country. Despite some 
localized attacks by pests, the 2016 aggregate cereal production 
was estimated at about 2.8 million tonnes, about 15 percent above 
the previous year’s output and about 11 percent above the 
five-year average. However, insufficient rains in the Sahelian zone 
affected grazing resources and lowered water points’ level in the 
most pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of the country. Lac, Kanem, 
Bar El Ghazal, Batha and Wadi Fira regions were most affected as 
well as parts of Guera, Salamat and Sila regions.  

Coarse grain prices increased in recent months, 
following normal seasonal patterns 

Prices of locally-produced millet and sorghum have been generally 
on the rise since February 2017 following the steep decline of the 
previous months. However, prices remained generally below their 
year-earlier values, mainly as a result of the good output in 2016 
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and ample domestic supplies. The steep depreciation of the local 
currency in neighbouring Nigeria and the re-opening of the border 
with Libya, which was closed in January this year, also supported 
increased cereal import flows to the country. Livestock prices have 
declined significantly in recent months, driven by reduced exports 
to Nigeria and shortage of pastures, causing a significant 
deterioration of the terms-of-trade for pastoralists. 

Overall economic situation 

According to the Economist Intelligence Unit, the country's 
economic performance in 2016 was the worst in almost two 
decades, with a contraction of 3.1 percent in real GDP. A 
combination of falling oil production volumes and a continued 
decline in international prices led to a 50 percent drop in the 
country’s oil receipts (oil accounts for around 60 percent of fiscal 
revenue), which has forced the Government to introduce an 
emergency action plan to cut spending. As a result, the 
Government’s social protection schemes have been reduced, 
negatively affecting vulnerable households’ access to food. 
 
Livestock is an important sector in terms of livelihood and export 
revenue. With more than 20 million livestock heads, the country 
has one of the largest herds in the Sahel region and the sector 
representing about 18 percent of GDP. Insecurity and economic 
downturn in Nigeria continue to hamper the livestock sector. The 
steep depreciation of the Naira have affected Nigerian demand for 
livestock imports from Chad. Similarly, due to insecurity, local 
pastoralists face difficulties in trading across borders with other 
major trading partners, including Libya and the Central African 
Republic. A pastoral crisis was declared by the Government in 
June 2017, due to unusual deterioration of livestock conditions and 
increased mortality in pastoral areas. 

Food security affected by pasture deficits in 
pastoral zones and civil insecurity in 
neighbouring countries 

The country hosts a large number of refugees due to the 
continuing civil conflict in neighbouring countries: the Central 
African Republic, Libya, Nigeria and the Sudan. The ongoing civil 
insecurity due to Boko Haram led to large population displacement, 
compromising the food security amongst refugees, returnees and 
host communities in the whole Lake Chad region. According to 
OCHA, about 104 000 people have been internally displaced due 
to insecurity in the Lake Chad Region. In addition, over 394 000 
refugees are estimated to be currently living in the country, while 
about 117 000 Chadians have returned to the country. Moreover, 
pasture deficits and deteriorating terms-of-trade have negatively 
affected food security in most pastoral and agro-pastoral zones of 
the country. The economic downturn amplified the impact of these 
various factors. According to the latest “Cadre Harmonisé” 
analysis, about 900 000 people are estimated to be in 
Phase 3: “Crisis” and above, between June and August 2017 and 
are in need of urgent assistance across the country. 

 
 

 

 


