
In Numbers 

4.8 million Refugees in the Region 

(Source: UNHCR) 

1.7 million Assisted in October 

Highlights 
 

 On 17 November, WFP’s Executive Board approved two 

new protracted relief and recovery operations (PRROs) 

for Syria and the five neighbouring countries. The 

regional PRRO will operationalize the first two years of 

Vision 2020, maintaining life-saving assistance while 

building the self-reliance of vulnerable Syrian refugees 

and host communities.  

 On 20 October, Turkey’s Emergency Social Safety Net 

(ESSN) was launched in the Altindag district of Ankara. 

This is the first phase of a programme to reach 1 

million refugees across the country. The ESSN will be 

officially rolled out nationwide before the end of the 

year.  

 Preliminary results of the 2016 Comprehensive Food 

Security Monitoring Exercise (CFSME) show a marked 

improvement in food security levels of Syrian refugees 

in Jordan since 2015, likely due the consistent regular 

provision of food assistance.  

 WFP Lebanon is distributing a new e-card to be used 

as a common assistance platform for WFP, UNICEF, 

UNHCR and the Lebanese Cash Consortium (LCC). 
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Situation Update 

Food Security Outcome Trends among Syrian 

Refugees 

Results from WFP food security monitoring from April-June 
2016 revealed an improvement of overall acceptable Food 
Consumption Scores (FCS) of 7 percentage points relative to 
the first quarter of 2016. The strongest improvements were in 
Jordan and Turkey, where acceptable FCS improved by 18 and 
17 per cent respectively, bringing the acceptable FCS to 88 
percent in Jordan and to 95 percent in Turkey. 
 
Results from the first round of remote post distribution 
monitoring (PDM) in Turkey for off-camp refugees show 
significantly improved food consumption scores relative to pre-
assistance levels, from 71 to 84 per cent. Assistance helped 
people diversify their diets and decreased recourse to negative 
coping mechanisms to meet basic food needs.  
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Regional 

Refugee & 

Resilience 

Plan (3RP)-

2016 

 

Overall:  

USD 5.8b  

WFP share:  

USD 694.39m  

 

REG EMOP 2-month Net Funding 

Requirements (Nov –Dec 2016) 

EMOP 200433          Fully funded*  

REG PRRO** 3-month Net Funding 

Requirements (Jan -Mar 2017) 

PRRO 200987 USD 141 million 
*With solid forecasts,  the operation is covered until the end of the year 
**Current EMOP will end in Dec 2016 and a new operation  (PRRO) will start in 
Jan 2017 

Photo: A Syrian refugee woman using the iris-scan payment system in Za’atri 
Camp. WFP/Mohammad Battah 



Syria Crisis Regional Response wfp.org/syriainfo 

In Lebanon and Iraq, 65 and 68 per cent of refugees 
interviewed report acceptable FCS, the lowest in the 
region. In Iraq, this situation can be attributed to 
reduced voucher values, which were only restored to 
their full value in May, 2016; however improvements 
are expected in Q3. 
 

The FCS is stable in Egypt, with 88 per cent of refugees 
at acceptable levels.  
 

In all countries except Jordan, households headed by 
women had slightly lower food consumption than 
male-headed households. The largest discrepancy in 
the region was observed in Iraq, where only 50 per 
cent of female-headed households had acceptable 
food consumption, compared to 72 per cent of male-
headed households.  
 

Although some refugee households have diversified 
their income sources, many still rely on humanitarian 
assistance. Household debt levels remain high and 
savings have effectively been exhausted. Lacking 
resources, the majority of households use livelihood 
coping strategies such as borrowing or purchasing 
food on credit. Recourse to coping strategies 
increased in 2016, but the situation has improved 
relative to baseline data from 2014.  
 

Multi-sector reports across the region assessing the 
vulnerability of all Syrian refugees have released 
preliminary results. In Jordan, the recent findings of 
the 2016 Comprehensive Food Security Monitoring 
Exercise (CFSME) revealed improvements in overall 
food security relative to 2015, possibly due to the 
substantial increase in donor contributions. However, 
the food security of Syrian refugees in host 
communities in Jordan remains well below 2014 
levels. Some recommendations from the CFSME 
include continuing systemic revisions of WFP targeting 
criteria; increased support for formal and dignified 
economic opportunities; and collaboration between 
resilience programming and humanitarian 
interventions to mitigate economic shocks.  
 

The preliminary results of the 2016 Vulnerability 
Assessment of Syrian Refugees (VASyR) in Lebanon 
revealed that 93 per cent of refugee households have 
some degree of food insecurity – an increase of 4 per 
cent relative to 2015. 34 per cent are moderately food 
insecure, while 1.6 per cent are severely food 
insecure. The return to full voucher values provided by 
WFP seems to have helped slow the pace of 
deterioration. 
 

In Egypt, the Egyptian Vulnerability Assessment for 
Syrian Refugees (EVAR) showed that 61 per cent of 
households surveyed are at severe risk of food 

insecurity, particularly households headed by women.  

More comprehensive and up-to-date analysis will 
become available as WFP finalizes its Q3 results and the 
multi-sector assessments deliver their full reports.  
 
WFP Response  

Food Assistance  

Lebanon 
October: 720,125 people were reached: 652,655 Syrian 
refugees with e-cards; 42,422 vulnerable Lebanese with 
e-cards via the government’s National Poverty 
Targeting Program; 15,548 Palestinian refugees from 
Syria via cash; 9,500 Syrian and Lebanese children 
through school meals. 
 
As WFP Lebanon continues to shift assistance towards 
livelihoods initiatives, a new rapid income-generation 
project began with Action Contre la Faim targeting 300 
Lebanese and Syrian participants in the Bekaa and 
southern areas. Activities will include rehabilitation and 
irrigation projects designed to benefit entire 
communities. This is in addition to other small-scale 
livelihoods projects started in collaboration with Mercy 
Corps.  
 

The new single e-card in Lebanon offers a common 
platform for partners to transfer various forms of 
humanitarian assistance and can be used both in WFP-
contracted shops and ATMs across the country. It will 
be used by WFP, UNICEF, UNHCR and the Lebanese 
Cash Consortium (LCC). During card distributions, 
refugees and vulnerable Lebanese received a booklet 
outlining the types of assistance the e-card provides, 
the relevant agencies, and a hotline contact where 
users can make inquiries or provide feedback. 
Additional information is available at 
www.refugees.lebanon.org 
 

A new, gender-based violence awareness session was 
initiated during Common Card distributions. In 
collaboration with local partner ABAAD – the Resource 
Centre for Gender Equality – the sessions focused on 
engaging men in preventing violence against women 
and early marriage. WFP also distributed ‘no violence 
against women’ posters in all of its contracted shops 
across Lebanon. 
  
In celebration of World Food Day, WFP Lebanon 
participated in a FAO/Ministry of Agriculture event, 
where WFP highlighted its work and the role of strong 
partnerships in successful food security activities. WFP 
and FAO also hosted an open air photography 
exhibition in the Beirut Souk and inside Beirut Rafic 
Hariri International Airport. 
 
 
 

http://www.refugees.lebanon.org


Jordan 
October: 532,563 people were reached: 424,111 in 
host communities and 108,452 in camps, mainly 
through e-vouchers. WFP also reached 20,223 children 
inside camps through school meals. WFP did not 
undertake distributions at the berm in October.  
  
Construction of a distribution site at the berm is 
currently underway, and WFP is planning its next 
distribution to over 78,000 stranded Syrian refugees in 
November. WFP has signed an agreement with World 
Vision to conduct onsite monitoring and post-
distribution monitoring at the berm.  
 

In partnership with UNHCR and Iris Guard, WFP 
successfully rolled out the iris scan payment system in 
Za’atri camp for 79,900 Syrian refugees. The iris scan 
was initially piloted in King Abdullah Park transit centre 
in February this year, and later expanded to Azraq 
refugee camp. Iris scan allows for enhanced data 
protection and privacy, and increased efficiency at 
checkout.  
 

WFP Jordan is working to expand its Healthy Kitchens 
programme into Za’tari camp. Under WFP’s GROW 
initiative, Healthy Kitchens will provide nutritious meals 
five times a week to schoolchildren attending public 
schools. Syrian women will be employed to cook, while 
local farmers will be involved in production and 
distribution. The programme seeks to enhance local 
agricultural practices and outputs, while building a 
more efficient supply chain in agricultural markets, in 
partnership with UN WOMEN and the Royal Health 
Awareness Society. Construction has begun on the 
kitchen inside Za’tari camp.  

 
Turkey 
October: 282,000 people reached with e-vouchers: 
147,000 people in camps and 135,000 people off-camp. 
 
On 20 October, the first applications for the Emergency 

Social Safety Net were received in Ankara, Turkey, 
officially marking the first phase of the ESSN. When the 
programme rolls out nationwide, Social Solidarity and 
Assistance Foundations (SASF) offices will receive 
applications together with dedicated service centers 
managed by the Turkish Red Crescent, with WFP 
providing technical and capacity support. The process 
went smoothly at a small scale. The language barrier 
between applicants and SASF staff is expected to be a 
challenge. WFP is working closely with partners to 
address this issue before the nationwide roll-out of the 
ESSN.  
 

Existing assistance to off-camp refugees will continue 
for a few months until the ESSN is fully rolled out. Door
-to-door identifications have stopped. For the 
remainder of the year, WFP will include off-camp 
refugees currently assisted by NGOs whose funding is 
expiring.  
 

WFP and TRC continued to provide assistance to 
vulnerable Syrians living in 11 camps but are concerned 
about the lack of funding for this programme in 2017. 
Thanks to the steady assistance provided to date, 95 
per cent of beneficiaries in camps have an acceptable 
food consumption score. Assisted populations have 
also improved their ability to cope and diversified their 
diet. 
 
Iraq  
October: 52,195 people reached with e-vouchers.  
 
Feedback from the beneficiary hotline and helpdesk 
offered the opportunity to reassess household 
vulnerabilities and assist 1,180 additional individuals in 
October 2016. 
 

WFP is finalizing implementation of the retail strategy 
pilot inside camps, bringing increased purchasing 
power for Syrian shoppers. The pilot initially focuses on 
in-camp shops, with a view to extending to community 
shops (non-camp) used by Iraqi IDPs in 2017.   
  
Egypt 
October: 70,427 people reached: 67,720 Syrian 
refugees and 2,707 Palestinian refugees from Syria. 
These figures include 5,040 people re-included from 
the appeals process.  
 
WFP Egypt is planning to roll out livelihood activities for 
11,500 Syrian refugees and vulnerable Egyptians, 
including vocational training and income-generating 
activities. Discussions with partners Caritas and Care 
International are ongoing regarding the 
implementation process. 
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Clusters  

Food Security Sector  

Throughout October, WFP worked closely with oth-
er UN agencies on the drafting and finalization of 
the 3RP Plan 2017-2018. WFP submitted its re-
sponse plan for the Food Sector as well as its liveli-
hood activities planned under the upcoming PRRO 
under the Livelihood Sector.  
 

In Turkey, WFP has accepted UNHCR’s offer to co-
lead the Basic Needs Sector Working Group. The 
name, scope and objectives of this group are being 
revisited under the 2017-2018 3RP planning pro-
cess so as to capture the broader vision and objec-
tives of the ESSN. 
  

Partnerships   

In keeping with WFP’s Vision 2020 approach to 
partnerships, WFP has partnered with UNDP and 
ILO to conduct a Regional Economic Opportunity 
Assessment focused on identifying barriers to eco-
nomic growth and livelihood development. The 
findings will inform livelihood programming and 
national advocacy decisions in coming years, and 
will serve as a common, public good for the wider 
humanitarian and development community for fu-
ture programming and planning. Building on the 
recommendations of the study, WFP, UNDP, and 
ILO are exploring joint programming opportunities 
using each organization’s comparative advantage to 
provide holistic, sustainable livelihood support.  
 

WFP has partnered with Microsoft to explore inno-
vative methods to increase programming impact 
through better use of data. Together, WFP and Mi-
crosoft are identifying ways to improve WFP’s inter-
nal data collection, analysis, and distribution with a 
view to supporting evidence-based programming 
decisions at both country and regional level. New 
systems that improve WFP’s beneficiary accounta-
bility and feedback mechanisms are also being de-
veloped. WFP and Microsoft are conducting design 
missions in both Jordan and Lebanon, with plans to 
scale to all Syria+5 countries in 2017. 
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Together with UNICEF and ILO, WFP is in the pro-
cess of identifying areas of deeper programme col-
laboration in the Syria+5 region to support educa-
tion outcomes. Joint WFP/UNICEF and WFP/ILO  
surveys have been sent out to country offices to 
determine the scope of the partnership and ensure 
complementarity of activities for enhanced integra-
tion.   
  
Resourcing Update 
Thanks to the record contribution from Germany, 
as well as continued support and solid forecasts 
from other donors, WFP’s emergency response 
inside the five neighbouring countries is fully 
funded until the end of 2016.   
 

A two-year Regional Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation (PRRO) is set to begin January 2017. The 
total projected cost of the PRRO is USD 2.3 billion 
over two years.  
Net funding requirements currently stand at USD 
141.1 million for January-March 2017, and a total 
of USD 310.5 million for January-June 2017.  
 

Contacts   
Sub Regional Office/Regional Bureau for the Middle 
East & North Africa- Head of Office: Rebecca Rich-
ards  rebecca.richards@wfp.org 

Sub Regional Office/Regional Bureau for the Middle 
East & North Africa– Head of Reporting Unit: Marah 
Khayyat-marah.khayyat@wfp.org 

Food Security Cluster: Samantha Chattaraj- saman-
tha.chattaraj@wfp.org 

Logistics Cluster: Alessandra Piccolo- alessan-
dra.piccolo@wfp.org  

 
For more information: 
http://www.wfp.org/stories/wfp-responds-syrian-
refugee-crisis 
http://cdn.wfp.org/syriainfo/ 
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Project  

Duration  

Planned 

number of 

people  

Total  

requirements  

(in US$)  

Total  

received  

(in US$)  

2 month  

net funding 

requirements* 

(in USD) Nov -Dec 

2016 

The Region Jul12 -Dec12 2,297,585  3.2 billion 

 

2.26 billion 

 

0 m* 

*With solid forecasts, the operation is fully funded until the end of 2016 


