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 WFP Assistance 

 

Highlights 

 Over 340,000 people are severely affected by 

torrential rains, induced floods and landslides in 

22 districts of Sri Lanka. WFP is planning an 

emergency operation (EMOP) to provide 

immediate cash assistance for 10,000 severely 

food insecure vulnerable households in four 

districts.  

 Due to limited funding, there is an expected 

shortfall in the supply of Super Cereal Plus to 

Northern and Uva province, limiting 

programme implementation.  

 

Credit: Office of the President of Sri Lanka  
Caption: Floods in Sri Lanka  
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Country Programme 

Sri Lanka  

200866 

(Jan 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

19.7 m 
6.6 m  
(33%) 

2.3 m 
(48%) 

*June-November 2016 

 

Country Programme: As a result of the protracted 

civil war, the 2004 tsunami and a series of other 

recurrent natural shocks, WFP has implemented a 

series of emergency interventions and protracted relief 

and recovery operations to effectively respond to the 

more urgent and critical post-shock, recovery needs of 

the population. The objective of the new two-year 

Country Programme (CP) is to transition towards a 

more holistic support to the Government’s efforts to 

address hunger and malnutrition and build resilience 

to climate-related shocks. 

The goals of this two-year country programme are: 

- Reduce undernutrition among children under 5 and 

pregnant and nursing women. 

- Increase food intake and school attendance among 

primary schoolchildren in food-insecure areas. 

- Enhance resilience of vulnerable households to 

shocks and facilitate adaptation to climate change. 

- Increase Government capacities to address food 
and nutrition insecurity. 

Food is used for school meals and nutrition 

interventions while cash transfers are deployed in 

resilience-building activities. Local purchase of 

commodities will be prioritized as long as local prices 

are competitive and quality is in line with WFP 
standards. 

WFP Sri Lanka works in close collaboration with the 

Government, mainly the Ministry of National Policies 

and Economic Affairs, Ministry of Health, Nutrition and 

Indigenous Medicine, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry 

of Mahaweli Development and Environment, Ministry of 

 

Education and Provincial Council Authorities. Other 

partners include the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), UNICEF, NGOs and the private 

sector.  

WFP focuses on the treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition (MAM) through targeted 

supplementary feeding (Super Cereal Plus) for 

children aged 6-59 months and pregnant and 

nursing women.  

 

Scaling-Up Nutrition through a Multi Sector 

Approach: WFP supports the Government to 

implement its Multi-Sectoral Action Plan on 

Nutrition, through conducting nutrition baseline 

surveys, promoting food fortification and policy 

formulation, and continuing to provide technical 

support to enhance the impact of Thriposha, a 

locally fortified blended food.  

 

Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) – People Forum: 

WFP supports the Government’s advocacy effort to 

promote nutrition for the first 1000 days of a child.  

The School Meals Programme represents a sturdy 

safety net for 160,000 children by providing 

nutritious mid-morning meals in the Northern 

Province, contributing to increased attendance, 

retention rates and improved learning performance. 

WFP supports the Government in implementing home 

grown school feeding and formulating the school 

feeding policy. 

 

WFP also supports resilience building programmes 

against climate shocks through adaptation measures. 

The Climate Change Adaptation Programme, 

assists 14,000 farming families surrounding the 

Mahaweli River Basin while the Climate Adaptation 

Management and Innovation Initiative (C-

ADAPT) aims to enhance food security among 

vulnerable subsistence farmers, women’s groups and 

lagoon fishermen through improved and diversified 

livelihoods in the least resilient communities.  
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Donors 

Canada, Sri Lanka, USAID, Japan, Korean International 

Cooperation Agency, Cooperation Espanola 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

Due to a depression developed in the Bay of 

Bengal, Sri Lanka faced torrential rains on 14 May 

and induced floods and landslides until 20 May 

2016, leaving 340,000 people severely affected in 

22 districts out of a total of 25 districts in Sri Lanka, 

based on an initial rapid assessment conducted by 

WFP and the Ministry of Disaster Management. Key 

urgent needs include shelter, water, sanitation and 

hygiene, health and food. The Government of Sri 

Lanka confirmed short term food availability and 

requested support for long term food security to 

ensure recovery and resettlement in the next six 

months. 

 

WFP is planning to support through an emergency 

operation (EMOP 200990) with immediate cash 

assistance for 10,000 severely food-insecure 

vulnerable households in the four worst flood 

affected districts for three months.  

 

 Resettlement support: The Government has 

requested further assistance to support the 

resettlement programme and livelihood restoration 

for 60,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) for 

18 months upon the successful completion of WFP-

supported food vouchers and cash-for-work 

activities. WFP support to resettlement reached 

7,400 persons (2,100 families) and rehabilitated 

250 km of roads, 58 km of irrigation channels, and 

land and water tanks in 2016. 

 

 The report of WFP’s senior food technologist on the 

Thriposha (a locally produced fortified blended 

food) improvement plan has been circulated to the 

relevant government officials. Technical assistance 

is one of the first steps to support the Government 

in optimizing the quality of Thriposha. 

Subsequently, WFP will organize a meeting with key 

stakeholders to discuss ways forward to implement 

the recommendations listed in the report.  

Challenges 

 WFP needs to secure immediate funding of USD 1.3 

million to execute EMOP assistance to 10,000 

severally food insecure households.  

 

 WFP Sri Lanka helps the Ministry of Health, 

Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine, to treat 

moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in children 

aged 6-59 months using Super Cereal Plus in the 

Northern Province, planning to expand the project 

to the Uva Province. However, due to limited 

funding and a delayed pipeline, there is an 

expected shortfall in the supply of Super Cereal Plus 

to Uva Province until September at least, 

hampering programme implementation and 

continuity. Limited funding also caused pipeline 

breaks for the existing MAM treatment programme 

in the Northern Province.  

 

 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Sri Lanka graduated to lower middle-income country 

status in 2010 due to the adoption of effective 

development policies. Notwithstanding, the country 

continues to struggle with the effects of a 27-year civil 

conflict that resulted in significant economic and social 

damage. Improvements in human development, and 

the nutritional status of children, women and 

adolescents have remained stagnant.  

 

The increased frequency of natural disasters such as 

drought and flash floods further compounds food and 

nutrition insecurity. Nearly 4.7 million  people (23 

percent of the total population) are undernourished 

according to The State of Food Insecurity in the World, 

2015, and underweight and anaemia affect nearly a 

quarter of children and women. As per WFP’s most 

recent Cost of Diet Analysis, almost 6.8 million people 

(33 percent) of the total population cannot afford the 

minimum cost of a nutritious diet. 

 

WFP is aligned with the Government’s commitment to 

achieve Sustainable Development Goal 2: End hunger, 

achieve food security and improved nutrition, and 

promote sustainable agriculture. The CP is aligned to 

WFP strategic objectives 3 and 4. 

 

 WFP has been present in Sri Lanka since 1968.  
 

 

 

Contact info: Sadhana Mohan, sadhana.mohan@wfp.org 

Officer In Charge: Susana Rico  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka 

 

Malnutrition (stunting): 13.1% 

Acute Malnutrition (wasting): 19.6% 

2015 Human Development Index: 

73 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income 

Population: 20.96 million 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4646e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4646e.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/content/sri-lanka-minimum-cost-nutritious-diet-october-2013-september-2014-october-2015
file:///C:/Users/Faria.chaudhuri/Desktop/www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka

