
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

WFP Assistance 

 

Highlight 

 

 WFP and the Government of Sri Lanka signed a 

Letter of Understanding to provide food 

assistance to victims of Cyclone Roanu through 

cash-based transfers using the Devineguma 

Community Based Banking Network. 

 

 Current funding is sufficient to secure food for 
18,968 victims of Cyclone Roanu.  

Country Programme 

Sri Lanka  

 

CP 200866 

(Jan 2016-Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

19.7 m 
9.2 m  
(47%) 

2.8 m 
(50%) 

 

The objective of the Country Programme (CP) is to 

transition towards providing a more holistic support to 

the Government’s efforts to address hunger and 

malnutrition and build resilience to climate-related 

shocks. The CP is implemented in partnership with 

government ministries, United Nations agencies, non-
governmental organizations and the private sector.  

The goals of the CP are to: 

- Reduce undernutrition among children under 5 

and pregnant and nursing women; 

- Increase food intake and school attendance 

among primary schoolchildren in food-insecure 

areas; 

- Enhance vulnerable households’ resilience to 

shocks and facilitate adaptation to climate 

change; and 

- Increase government capacities to address food 
and nutrition insecurity. 

Through the School Meals Programme, WFP 

provides nutritious mid-morning meals to 160,000 

schoolchildren in the Northern Province, contributing 

to increased attendance and retention rates and 

improved learning performance.  

 

WFP supports resilience building against climate 

shocks through adaptation measures to improve food 

and nutrition security for the climate shock-affected 

communities.  

 

WFP also focuses on the treatment of moderate 

acute malnutrition through targeted 
supplementary feeding for children aged 6-59 

months using Super Cereal Plus, a nutritious corn-

soya blend. 

 

 

 

Other projects:  

 

Scaling-Up Nutrition through a Multi Sector 

Approach funded by the Sustainable Development 

Goal Fund (SDG-F) and Spanish Cooperation: WFP 

and FAO support the Government in implementing its 

Multi-Sectoral Action Plan on Nutrition. The action plan 

includes nutrition baseline surveys, promoting food 

fortification and policy formulation.  

 

WFP provides technical support to the Ministry of Health 

and Indigenous Medicine to enhance the impact of 

Thriposha, a nutritious, locally fortified blended food.  

 

Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) – People’s Forum: WFP 

supports the Government’s advocacy effort to promote 
nutrition for the first 1000 days of a child.  

Through the Climate Change Adaptation 

programme, WFP assists 14,000 farming families in the 

Mahaweli River Basin.  

 

The Climate Adaptation Management and 

Innovation Initiative (C-ADAPT) aims to enhance 

food security among vulnerable subsistence lagoon 

fishermen and women’s groups through improved 

livelihoods in the least resilient communities.  

 
Targeted emergency 

cash assistance to the 

most vulnerable in 

support to the 

Government of Sri 

Lanka’s response to 
the flood and 

landslide disaster  

 

EMOP 200990 

(Jun - Sep 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

2.3 m 
1 m  

(46%) 
- 

 

Emergency Operation (EMOP): WFP’s response to 

people affected by floods and landslides that struck the 

country in May provides assistance to 10,000 households 

through a cash transfer of USD 60 for a month for an 

average household of four persons, aimed to meet the 

daily energy requirement of 2,100 kcal per person.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Credit: ©WFP/NguyenDuc Hoang 
Caption: Participants of WFP-supported asset creation 

activities.  
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Donors 

Canada, Sri Lanka, United States Agency for International 
Development, Japan, Korean International Cooperation Agency, 
Spanish Cooperation and Lithuania, Alwaleed bin Talal 
Foundation – Global 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

 EMOP 200990: WFP supported the Ministry of 

Disaster Management and Ministry of Social 

Services to map some of the Devineguma 

Community Based Banking system (formerly known 

as Samurdhi). The mapping exercise identified the 

exact locations of community-based banks serving 

in the affected communities for the efficient transfer 

of cash.  

 

 WFP and FAO are co-leading the analysis of the 

food security and agriculture sectors in the Post 

Disaster Needs Assessment of the aftermath of 

Cyclone Roanu. The assessment is led by the United 

Nations Country Team to support the Ministry of 

Disaster Management and Ministry of National 

Policies and Economic Affairs.  

 

 Thanks to the financial support of Alwaleed bin Talal 

Foundation – Global, WFP aims to rebuild 

community assets, enabling access to markets and 

creating livelihoods in the war-affected Northern 

Province through cash assistance.  

 

 WFP is increasing interaction with assisted 

communities through a toll-free telephone hotline 

system, which will ensure first-hand feedback and 

facilitate project implementation.  
 

 The recommendations of the Thriposha Assessment 

report by a WFP Senior Food Technologist has been 

endorsed by the Ministry of Health and Indigenous 

Medicine. The Ministry further requested WFP to 

provide technical support to improve the quality 

and supply chain of Thriposha. In embracing the 

recommendations, the Ministry also requested 

WFP’s technical and financial support to develop its 

product for the treatment of moderate acute 

malnutrition.  

 

 WFP highlighted the importance of resilience 

building for sustainable livelihoods and food 

security in a television interview of the Deputy 

Country Director and a documentary through the 

Government-led Channel Eye. The programme also 

aired a documentary of the joint Government and 

WFP project ‘community reliance building and 

livelihood for women groups through mangrove 

conservation – a food security and livelihood based 

approach’.  

 

Challenges 

 WFP urgently requires USD 1.3 million to assist 

21,032 severely food-insecure people affected by 

cyclone Roanu.  

 

 WFP supports the Ministry of Health and Indigenous 

Medicine to treat moderate acute malnutrition in 

children aged 6-59 months using Super Cereal Plus 

in the Northern and Uva Provinces. Limited funding 
and a delayed pipeline have hampered programme 

implementation in meeting the nutrition needs of 
children 6-59 months in the provinces.   

 

 
 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Sri Lanka graduated to lower middle-income country 

status in 2010 due to the adoption of effective 

development policies. Notwithstanding, the country 

continues to struggle with the effects of a 27-year civil 

conflict that resulted in significant economic and social 

damage. Improvements in human development, and 

the nutritional status of children, women and 

adolescents have remained stagnant.  

 

The increased frequency of natural disasters such as 

drought and flash floods further compounds food and 

nutrition insecurity. Nearly 4.7 million (23 percent of 

the population) people are undernourished according 

to the State of Food Insecurity in the World, 2015, 

and underweight and anaemia affect nearly a quarter 

of children and women.  As per WFP’s most recent 

Cost of Diet Analysis, 6.8 million people (33 percent) 

of the population cannot afford the minimum cost of a 

nutritious diet. 

 

WFP is aligned with the Government’s commitment to 

achieve Sustainable Development Goal 2: End hunger, 

achieve food security and improved nutrition, and 

promote sustainable agriculture.  

 

WFP has been present in Sri Lanka since 1968.  

 
 

 

 

Contact info: Sadhana Mohan, sadhana.mohan@wfp.org 

Officer In Charge: Susana Rico  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka  

 

- 

Malnutrition (stunting): 13.1% 

Acute Malnutrition (wasting): 19.6% 

2015 Human Development Index: 

73 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income 

Population: 20.9 million 

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4646e.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/content/sri-lanka-minimum-cost-nutritious-diet-october-2013-september-2014-october-2015
http://www.wfp.org/countries/sri-lanka

