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Highlights 
 According to FEWSNET, the lean period started in October as normal in the south, but in areas in the central and northern regions the lean period 

began three months earlier than normal as a result of poor rainfall and poor harvests in the 2012/13 agriculture season.  

 The inflation rate in the country has further decreased by 1.6 percent points compared to the month before and is currently standing at 21.7 percent. 

 In October 2013, the national average maize price was 117.15MK per kg compared to 58.29 MK per kg same time last year, showing an increase of 101 
percent. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and 
Food Utilization 

Comments 

 Many households have started 
working on their land, and are 
now waiting for the first rain to 
start in order to plant their 
crops, thus initiate the 2013/14 
agricultural season. 

 Irrigated crops (winter cropping) 
are maturing across the country, 
especially maize, however 
production will most likely be 
lower than expected due to 
reduced water tables caused by 
erratic rainfall experienced in 
the last season.  

 According to FEWSNET, the lean 
period started in October as 
normal in the south, but in areas 
in the central and northern 
regions the lean period began 
three months earlier than 
normal as a result of poor 
rainfall and poor harvests in the 
2012/13 agriculture season.  

 

 

 Maize is reported to be generally available 
in the country; however supplies are 
lower than normal. Private traders are 
able to satisfy local markets by moving 
maize from source areas to the deficit 
zones. Import of maize from Zambia and 
Mozambique has been already registered. 

 ADMARC markets in most districts in the 
country have received at least one stock 
of maize and sold this staple commodity 
at the subsidized price of 80MK/kg. 
Despite that, maize has quickly run out 
and it is unclear how long it will take to 
replenish the stocks.  

 The critical months in terms of food 
insecurity are expected to be January and 
February, when most vulnerable 
households will have run out of stock 
from own production. 

 The National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) 
reported making direct local purchases of 
61,000 MTs and about 8,500 MTs through 
ADMARC. The NFRA target for the 
2013/14 marketing year is around 
120,000 MTs.  

 The inflation rate in the country 
has further decreased by 1.6 
percent points compared to the 
month before and is currently 
standing at 21.7 percent. 

 In October 2013, the national 
average maize price was 
117.15MK per kg compared to 
58.29 MK per kg same time last 
year, showing an increase of 101 
percent.  

 Farm families, especially in the 
southern region, have started 
engaging in coping mechanisms 
such as sale of 
charcoal/firewood/livestock/ 
handicraft and other casual 
labour, in order to generate 
enough capital for purchasing 
food. 

 

  NTR.  Food distribution has started 15 
districts in the country. 
Additional districts will be 
included from December 2013 
as planned following MVAC 
recommendations.   

 Preparations for the MVAC 
update are ongoing, and the 
assessment is expected to take 
place in the beginning of 
November.  

 Fuel prices have significantly 
increased in the month of 
October. Petrol is now sold at 
736.60MK per liter compared to 
657.40MK - an increase of 12 
percent - while diesel is now 
sold at 730.80MK per liter 
compared to 680.80 which is an 
increase of 8.1 percent.  
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