
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

Southern Africa: Floods  
Situation Report No. 6 (as of 15 February 2013) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for Southern Africa (ROSA) in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by 
OCHA ROSA. It covers the period from 08 to 14 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 01 March 2013. 

Highlights 

 A storm system has formed in the Mozambique Channel, which could 
bring heavy rains to much of Mozambique and Madagascar. This 
system could increase the magnitude of the current flood situation. 

 Cholera has broken out in Cabo Delgado Province in northern 
Mozambique, with 317 cases and 2 deaths recorded to date.  

 Partners are supporting the Government of Malawi in providing 
assistance to the estimated 33,000 people displaced by floods. 

 The upper Zambezi River in north-east Namibia is very high for this 
early in the year, having already reached the average annual 
maximum level with three months of the rainfall season still ahead.  

Situation Overview 
Flooding is being reported in a number of countries. With rains 
forecasted for the next few months, more flooding can be expected.  

 Mozambique 

Number of people affected by floods rising 

 To date, 111 people have died due to floods in Mozambique, which have 
cumulatively affected 238,302 people and temporarily displaced 186,238 people, 
according to the Government’s National Emergency Operations Centre (CENOE). 

 The most affected provinces are Gaza (175,693 people affected and 172,589 
temporarily displaced), and more recently Zambezia, where 33,956 people have been affected and 8,894 
temporarily displaced.  

 In Cabo Delgado Province, 317 cholera cases and 2 deaths have been reported between 28 January and 13 
February 2013, according to the Ministry of Health.  

 The Ministry of Agriculture’s preliminary assessment indicates about 191,315 ha have been affected by floods, 
including 166,278 ha of cultivated land destroyed. The most affected province is Gaza, followed by Inhambane 
and Maputo. While the floods can be expected to have an impact on food security, it is too early to estimate the 
extent. 

 
Heavy rains expected over much Mozambique 

 A storm system has formed in the Mozambique Channel, which has the potential of causing heavy rains across 
much of central and northern Mozambique, exacerbating flood conditions. 

 Heavy rains are also forecasted for upstream countries, specifically Zambia, Malawi and northern Zimbabwe. 
These rains could increase water levels in the major basins, particularly the Zambezi River Basin, which is 
already above alert level at a number of gauging stations in Mozambique.  

 Madagascar 

Alert for heavy rains issued 

 An alert has been issued by the Malagasy Meteorological Services for heavy rains over much of Madagascar 
during the next few days, particularly the west coast. These rains are being caused by the same storm system 
expected to affect Mozambique.  
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people affected by 

floods in Mozambique  
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 Malawi 

Floods ravage southern Malawi 

 Following reports of serious flooding in southern Malawi, an inter-agency assessment 
mission deployed to the districts of Mangochi, Nsanje and Phalombe from 16 to 19 
January, under the leadership of the Department of Disaster Management Affairs 
(DODMA). The mission found that 3,431 households in Phalombe district (about 
17,155 people), 3,085 households in Mangochi district (15,425 people) and 229 
households in Nsanje district (1,145 people) have been displaced by floods – a total 
of more than 33,000 people.  

 In Mangochi and Phalombe districts, the households are displaced to schools and churches, whereas in Nsanje 
no sites were established and the 229 affected households either moved in with relatives or continued to stay in 
damaged houses. Latest information is that the number of people displaced in Mangochi district has decreased, 
but could rise again as rains continue. 

 The report also indicated that the displaced households lacked food, as their reserves was either washed away 
or damaged by collapsed houses. There was also poor sanitation and hygiene in the displacement sites due to 
inadequate sanitation facilities and contaminated water points. Poor security was also evident at all the sites.  

 Furthermore, community-based child care centres were also destroyed, affecting activities in the process. 
Schooling is disrupted as pupils are forced to share classes to make room for displaced households.  

 Report recommendations include the immediate provision of food and non-food items to displaced households. 
It further recommends the construction of toilets and bathrooms in displacement sites to improve sanitation and 
hygiene conditions, as well as the provision of tents to accommodate the displaced households in order for 
normal teaching activities to resume. Recovery interventions were also proposed, including support for winter 
cropping and irrigation, structural and non-structural flood mitigation works, provision of construction materials, 
and rehabilitation of damaged sanitation facilities and water points. 

 In support of Government’s response, the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is providing communities with water, 
sanitation and hygiene-related supplies, which include chlorine, soap, water purification chemicals, and plastic 
sheeting for construction of temporary bathing and latrine shelters. UNICEF is also undertaking hygiene 
awareness campaigns to prevent cholera outbreaks, and has provided school-in-a-box supplies to ensure that 
quality learning resumes in the affected primary schools. 

 Furthermore, the World Food Programme (WFP), at the request of the Government, is reaching 6,745 flood-
affected households (37,098 people) between February and March 2013 with food rations, which have been 
added to its caseload of food-insecure people previously identified by the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee. Other partners, including the Malawi Red Cross Society, Plan International, the UN Population Fund 
(UNFPA), the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), CADECOM and Concern International, have also 
provided support to people affected by floods in Malawi.  

 As mentioned above, more rains are expected over Malawi, which could exacerbate flood conditions. 

 Seychelles 

Emergency Cash Grant for flood response approved 

 As mentioned in previous reports, heavy rains in late January 2013 caused flash 
flooding and landslides across Seychelles, leading to the Government declaring an 
emergency in three districts. An estimated 400 households were affected and 
preliminary damage and needs assessments estimate that US$9.3 million is needed 
for response and recovery activities, which the Government, with support from 
partners, is already undertaking.  

 The UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in Seychelles, acting on a request from the Government to provide 
support, successfully applied to OCHA for a $50,000 Emergency Cash Grant (contingent on the provision of a 
budget) to respond to urgent and life-saving needs, specifically to purchase disinfectant, mosquito control 
products, water pumps and hygiene kits.  

 Government and development partners have started to plan early recovery activities. 
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Rainfall forecast (total weekly) 
14 - 21 Feb                2 Feb - 02 Mar 

 

 Namibia 

Water flowing into upper Zambezi flood planes 

 According to the Namibia Hydrological Services, the upper Zambezi River is rising more quickly again at Katima 
Mulilo, which is located in eastern Caprivi region. At 10 February, the river reached 5.25 m, which is the highest 
on record for 10 February since 1968, when the seasonal peak reached 7.07 m. Eventual levels will depend on 
rainfall and river flows upstream, but at this stage no flood waves further upstream have been identified. The 
water level of the Zambezi River, which forms the north-eastern border of Namibia, is largely dependent on 
rainfall to the north of Namibia, specifically over western Zambia.  

 Meanwhile, the annual inundation of the floodplain in the eastern part of the upper Zambezi River has started 
early. People living in these areas are being urged to move to higher ground by local authorities.  

 The rest of Namibia is currently actually experiencing very dry conditions, which could affect agricultural 
production. 

 

 

Forecast 
A storm system has formed in the 
Mozambique Channel, which is expected to 
bring heavy rains to north and central 

Mozambique (where it could worsen flood 
conditions) and most of Madagascar (where 
it could lead to new floods) over the coming 
days. Heavy rains are also expected over 
Malawi, which could exacerbate flood 
conditions in the south, as well as over much 
of Zambia and northern Zimbabwe. As these 
countries are upstream from Mozambique, 
these heavy rains could lead to an increase 
in river levels in Mozambique. Similarly, the 
heavy rains forecasted over western Zambia 
could lead to an increase in the water level 
of the upper Zambezi River, which is already 
markedly high in north-east Namibia. The situation requires close monitoring. 
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For further information, please contact:  

Ignacio Leon-Garcia, Head of Office, OCHA ROSA, leoni@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1338 
Hein Zeelie, Reports Officer, OCHA ROSA, zeelie@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1441 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/rosa  | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: zeelie@un.org 

Source: Namibia Hydrological Services 

Source: wxmaps.org 
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*Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level where possible, except for Mozambique and Botswana, where some data was provided at province level only.
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