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KEY FACTS 

 Since late January 2016, there has been a surge in the number of South Sudanese fleeing into Sudan. 

Approximately 54,000 South Sudanese refugees have arrived in East and South Darfur and West Kordofan in 

just over two months. East Darfur has received about 43,000 of these new arrivals. 

 New arrivals are mostly coming from South Sudan’s Northern Bahr El Ghazal and Warrap states due to 

worsening food insecurity and ongoing conflict in the area, and arrive in Sudan in urgent need of food, 

humanitarian assistance and protection. 

 This is the first wave of South Sudanese refugees to arrive in large numbers in East Darfur, where no 

established mechanisms or resources were in place to receive and respond to a large influx. Nearly half of all 

recent arrivals, almost 27,000 people, have come to East Darfur’s existing Khor Omer camp. Emergency 

response has been ongoing in Khor Omer since early February but key gaps persist, namely in access to water, 

sanitation, shelter and emergency household supplies. Access to locations in East Darfur other than Khor Omer 

has been limited due to security and other reasons. 

 Further arrivals are expected to continue, with a peak in late May prior the onset of the rainy season in South 

Sudan. A total of 93,000 South Sudanese refugees are anticipated in East Darfur by the end of June, with an 

additional 7,000 in South Darfur. 

 Over 221,000 South Sudanese have fled to Sudan since violence broke out in South Sudan in December 2013. 

Nearly 40 per cent have settled in White Nile State, with the remainder primarily in Khartoum, West and South 

Kordofan states. Parallel to this new influx, a steady flow of arrivals into White Nile State continues with about 

500 refugees registered per week. 

 On 17 March, Sudan’s Cabinet of Ministers announced a decision that all South Sudanese in Sudan are to be 

treated as foreigners, instead of ‘brothers and sisters’ as they were previously regarded.   

Locality Location Number of arrivals Source 

Ed Daein Khor Omer 26,911 24,944 (IOM) 1,967 (SRCS) 

Bahr El Arab Abu Matarig 1,691 HAC / SRCS 

 Assalaya Assalaya 2,531 HAC 

 El Ferdous El Firdos 725 HAC 

 Abu Karinka Various villages 1,340 SRCS 

 Abu Jabra Abu Jabra 3,295 HAC / SRCS 

 Adila Various villages 6,042 HAC 

 Yassin Muhajiria (Yasin) 602 HAC 

Total   43,137   

South Sudanese refugee arrivals in East Darfur from end January to 20 April 2016 
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KEY MESSAGES 

 This recent influx, with large numbers of South Sudanese refugees arriving in new areas, was not anticipated. 

This unforeseen emergency is unfolding in an underserviced area where partners and resources are already 

limited.  

 The South Sudan emergency, now well into its third year, will continue unless peace can be maintained in South 

Sudan. Ongoing violence remains at the heart of the displacements into Sudan and neighbouring countries, 

while a prolonged dry spell in Northern Bahr El Ghazal and Warrap states has aggravated food insecurity. 

Fighting continues to disrupt critical farming practices, trade and the delivery of aid, driving up food prices and 

forcing people to flee their homes in search of food and safety.  

 Clarity is still needed regarding the status of South Sudanese in Sudan, particularly to ensure validity under all 

circumstances of the ID cards provided to South Sudanese by the Sudanese Directorate of Passports and 

Immigration (IPP). 

 Funding shortages continue to threaten the provision of life-saving services to new arrivals, as well as previous 

South Sudanese refugee arrivals who remain in need of critical assistance and protection. Sudan’s requirements 

for the 2016 South Sudan Regional Refugee Response Plan—launched by humanitarian partners on 7 

December 2015—is only 9 per cent  funded. The actual gap in funding is much greater however, as these 

figures do not reflect the exponential increase in resources necessitated by the recent influx.  

 

 

Current Situation 

The new influx of South Sudanese refugees began in late January 2016 and continues unabated, driven by 

deteriorating food insecurity and ongoing violence in South Sudan. Refugees are arriving in Sudan nutritionally weak 

and in desperate need of food and safety, having endured difficult journeys and fled dire conditions in their areas of 

origin.  

East Darfur has received the bulk of the new influx, with 43,137 arrivals as of 20 April. Some 26,911 have settled in 

Khor Omer camp just outside Ed Daein town. A verification exercise in Khor Omer was conducted in early April and 

limited aid items, including food, nutritional supplements and emergency household supplies, have been provided to 

some of the new arrivals. Ensuring a sufficient supply of safe water is an ongoing challenge and significant sanitation 

gaps persist. Distribution of shelter supplies is urgently needed with new refugees still sleeping under trees or in the 

open, but is still not authorized by federal authorities. Women and children comprise a large portion of the arrivals, 

and most are left alone in the camp during the day as men travel to Ed Daein town in search of work or food. A 

recently conducted nutrition screening identified a Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 8.1 per cent, which is 

below the SPHERE emergency threshold of 15 per cent. However, earlier data from the onset of the influx indicated 

much higher levels of malnutrition amongst newly arrived children. 

The remaining 16,226 refugees in East Darfur are scattered throughout villages in eight localities, with security and 

access issues making assessment of needs and provision of assistance difficult. No aid has yet reached these 

areas.  

Discussions are ongoing regarding the establishment of a new site in East Darfur to host the refugees as well as 

reception centres along the border; however a firm decision has yet to be made. As land availability remains a major 

challenge for further response efforts, including the distribution of shelters and construction of additional latrines, an 

agreement regarding site establishment and the identification of suitable land are key priorities. 
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Sector Target response Actual response to date 

Food & Livelihood 1 month emergency ration 1-month emergency food rations provided to 84% of new 

arrivals in Khor Omer (22,660 people). WFP will organise 

another round of food distribution.   

Shelter & household 

items 

1 NFI kit (jerry can, cooking set, plastic 

sheet, sleeping mats, blankets) per 

family.  

1 shelter per family  

Some NFIs have been provided to 1,000 people n Khor Omer, 

including 200 jerry cans and clothes for 500 children. Further 

distribution to take place shortly. 

No shelter has been distributed yet; still pending authorization 

by government authorities.  

Water & Sanitation Water: 7.5 litres/person/day (l/p/d) 

Sanitation: 1 latrine for 50 people 

Hygiene: 1 hygiene promoter per 500 

people  

3 l/p/d currently available but this will halve in two weeks with 

current resources. 

Daily water trucking ongoing, but only 29% of water needs are 

being met. 

1 Hygiene promoter for 656 people (40% gap). Vector control 

and solid waste management campaign ongoing. 

15 emergency communal latrines constructed (1 latrine per 

474 persons); this represents 98% gap, further construction 

on hold pending land availability.  

Health 1 health unit available per 10,000 

individuals; 1 health centre available 

per 50,000 individuals  

Khor Omer, medical supplies for 15,000 people delivered 

(49% gap); 1 clinic is operational (50% gap); basic emergency 

obstetric/newborn care ongoing (66% gap).   

Khor Omer health centre stocked with sufficient medicines for 

4 months; staffing support for 4 months also expected. 

Water shortage a major issue and a vehicle is urgently 

needed for referral to Ed Daein hospital. 

Insufficient stocks of reproductive health equipment and kits. 

Nutrition >90% coverage of expected caseload 

in a month 

>90% of beneficiaries are accessing 

treatment  

8.1% GAM rate based on MUAC screening. 

Nutrition supplements provided to pregnant and lactating 

women and children under five. 

Measles vaccination campaign ongoing, targeting 11,500 

children under 15. 

Khor Omer, MUAC screening for 4117 children <5 (26% gap). 

6,108 children and pregnant and lactating women (PLW) 

received 15 days emergency ration of plumpy sup (66% gap).  

Protection Persons with special needs (PSNs) 

identified and responded to; safety of 

newly displaced monitored; GBV 

survivors reached and referred to 

service providers; personal hygiene 

and clean delivery kits provided  

Survey urgently needed to identify unaccompanied and 

separated children. 

NNGO Global Aid Hand distributed 350 personal hygiene kits 

to PLW (97%) in Khor Omer. 

IDP tracking Verification of registered data within 2 

weeks after first registration, including 

disaggregation by age, sex and 

vulnerable groups  

  

Initial stage of the verification exercise carried out in Khor 

Omer; a second stage to commence shortly. 

THE RESPONSE 

Note: This table represents an aggregation of assistance provided as of 17 April 2016 
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Operating Environment and Coordination 

The Government of Sudan has been actively involved in the response in East Darfur, cooperating with UN agencies 

and international partners in the area to provide basic assistance, including health, nutrition, education, food and 

livelihoods as well as the ongoing registration of new refugee arrivals. A state-wide coordination mechanism put in 

place by the East Darfur government organises regular meetings to oversee response across all sectors.  

Partners have maintained access to Khor Omer camp and assessment missions have taken place, including a joint 

mission between UNHCR and the Ministry of Health in mid-April. A joint mission by the Commissioner for Refugees 

(COR), the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) and UNHCR has also recently concluded. A joint assessment 

mission to the other areas of arrival in East Darfur is planned to take place soon, security permitting. Insecurity in 

East Darfur, due to inter-tribal conflict and localised violence, continues to limit the activities of partners and the 

extent of response throughout the state, in particular in the areas outside of Ed Daein locality where many new 

arrivals are scattered.  

In close coordination with the relevant authorities at federal, state and locality levels, UNHCR will continue to 

coordinate the overall humanitarian response for the ongoing new arrivals. In East Darfur, coordination efforts are  

being facilitated by OCHA through existing inter-sector coordination structures and in line with the overall vision of 

the Sudan refugee response strategy.  

 

6,042 
arrived in Adila 

3,295 
arrived in Abu Jabra 

1,691 
arrived in Bahr El Arab 

725 
arrived in El Ferdous 

2,531 
arrived in Assalaya 

602 
arrived in Yassin 

1,340 
arrived in Abu Karinka 

26,911 
arrived in Khor Omer 


