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UN Aid Chief and Forest Whitaker call for 
peace as $529 million pledged in Nairobi
The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coor-
dinator (ERC), Valerie Amos, and UNESCO Special Envoy for Peace and Reconciliation 
Forest Whitaker visited South Sudan in February, warning that without peace, human 
suffering will persist in the world’s newest country. They called on all parties to stop the 
violence, reconcile their differences and commit to peace.

During their three-day visit to South Sudan, Ms. Amos and Mr. Whitaker met with hu-
manitarian partners and Government officials, and visited people affected by the crisis in 
Jonglei and Juba.

Mr. Whitaker, the UNESCO special 
envoy for peace and reconciliation, ex-
pressed his sadness that the crisis has 
been so brutal for children, noting that 
nearly half a million had dropped out of 
school and thousands of young people 
had been conscripted by armed groups. 

Ms. Amos and Mr. Whitaker called on 
all parties to the conflict to respect their 
obligations under International Human 
Rights and Humanitarian Law and allow 
assistance to reach all communities in 
need. Ms. Amos further noted South 
Sudan is a country rich in talent and 
resources, but if conflict continued, a generation of children would be lost. 

$529 million in new money pledged
The two then traveled to Nairobi to participate in the joint OCHA-Intergovernmental        
Authority on Development High-Level Event on the Humanitarian Crisis in South Sudan. 
At the conference, $618 million was pledged - $529 million of it being new money - to sup-
port the humanitarian response in South Sudan and the region.

Aid agencies in South Sudan  are aiming to raise $600 million now, during the dry season, 
in order to complete vital road and airstrip repairs, continue assistance programmes, and  
pre-position supplies. 

This will allow agencies to reach more people in need throughout the year. So far, as of 
25 February, 29 per cent of the money pledged in Nairobi has been received - $139 mil-
lion of it to the response inside South Sudan. (More: http://fts.unocha.org/)

aRead more: Resources on the High Level Event in Nairobi: http://www.unocha.org/
south-sudan/high-level-event; The South Sudan Humanitarian response plan: http://relief   
web.int/node/747611

Humanitarian Bulletin
South Sudan | Monthly update
January/February 2015

ERC Amos speaks with community members in Wai. Photo: OCHA/Gomo

HIGHLIGHTS 
• $529 million was pledged to 

respond to the crisis in South 
Sudan and the region.

• The “Back to Learning” cam-
paign was launched amidst 
continuing challenges to edu-
cation.

• The Logistics cluster urgently 
needs funding to ensure sus-
tained humanitarian response.

• Rapid response missions were 
ongoing in Northern Jonglei.

Ms. Amos and Mr. Whitaker with participants in sports programmes at 
PoC 3, Juba. Photo: OCHA

FIGURES
# of internally 
displaced 
people

1.5 m

# of refugees 
in neighboring 
countries

505,300

FUNDING
$529 million
new pledges received at 
Nairobi OCHA-IGAD High 
Level Event

1.8 billion                
requirements for South 
Sudan Humanitarian            
Response Plan
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Funding needed for logistics
Current dry season vital opportunity to repair infrastructure
Time is running out for critical road and 
airstrip repairs needed to deliver hu-
manitarian assistance in South Sudan.  
Funding is urgently required before the 
rains start again in April.
Overall, logistics cluster activities will 
require $35 million throughout the year - 
of which $7.2 million has been received.
Even now, in the dry season, not all 
roads are passable. Due to longer rains 
than expected as well as security con-
cerns and road damage, the cluster is still 
operating some helicopters.
According to logistics cluster partners, many roads, including major trunk roads and bridg-
es, have not had maintenance for a number of years - and each year, rains and flooding 
mean they are in worse condition than the year before. An investment of some $20 million 
will make key roads and bridges passable. If major roads remain as-is, aid agencies will 
have to rely more on expensive airlifts to reach people in need with assistance. 
In addition, many airstrips remain below specification for fixed-wing aircraft. An investment 
of US $15 million in seven key air strips would be recovered in one year based on the 
savings of using small fixed wing planes (5mt payload) rather than helicopters.

Many roads have 
not been maintained 
for a number of 
years.
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Cargo transported by logs cluster per month (in metric tons) in 2014. The 

dry season is critical. Credit: OCHA/Logs Cluster. 

Source: Logistics cluster
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Back to learning across South Sudan
Challenges to accessing education persist
Fifty per cent of children who took their primary-leaving examination in the Juba protection 
of civilian sites this month passed the exam. They are ready to attend secondary school, 
but their chances are uncertain given limited facilities and over-crowding in existing schools.

Indeed, February was back to school time throughout South Sudan, but many children and 
young people are not sure if they will have the chance to return to school - or to progress in 
their learning. A lack of facilities, the occupation of schools by armed soldiers or displaced 
people, population displacement, a lack of teachers (both due to a lack of training and ir-
regular salaries), and overall insecurity are all limiting children and young peoples’ access 
to a most precious resource: education.

Children attend the launch of the Back to Learning campaign, in Juba, the capital. Photo: UNICEF/Campeanu
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February is back-to-
school time in South 
Sudan but there are 
many challenges.

Credit: OCHA/Education Cluster. Humanitarian Response Plan 2015.
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In the conflict-affected states of Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile , 70 per cent of schools 
are non-functional - and throughout South Sudan, less than 10 per cent of children 
complete primary school. The national literacy rate is 27 per cent. Girls are more likely 
to be out-of-school than boys - about 60 per cent of learners who are in school are 
boys. While education indicators had slowly improved, the last three years have seen 
a yearly 1 per cent  decrease in primary enrollment. Partners report that “extraordinary 
measures” are needed to realize universal primary education within five years - one of 
the key millennium development goals.

On top of this, aid agencies estimate some  400,000 children and adolescents are 
out of school due to the conflict. Overall, some 1.4 million school aged children and 
adolescents are out of school. Enrollment is low, girls participation is limited, and school 
infrastructure is often poor. 

To respond, education partners have launched a nation-wide “Back to Learning Cam-
paign” to increase school enrollment and participation in learning activities. 50 per cent 
of the children to be reached -some 200,000 children- are in the three conflict affected 
states of Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile, but the campaign itself is nationwide. 

Included in the campaign are the Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites within UN mission 
bases where over 100,000 people are sheltering. In UN House, partners are training 
youth leaders on leadership, communication and mediation skills related to health, 
water and sanitation and gender based violence.

aRead more: In Bentiu, a school reopens, but risks remain: reliefweb.int/report/south-
sudan/south-sudan-school-reopens-risks-remain

Child abductions by armed group near 
Malakal
UNICEF and education partners reported that 89 children were abducted while sit-
ting to take their exams in Wau Shilluk, Upper Nile State. As of 28 February, UNICEF 
believes the number of children may be in the hundreds.

UNICEF condemned the incident in the strongest terms, and reminded all parties in-
volved in conflict that the recruitment and use of children in armed forces and groups is 
a grave violation of international law.

aRead more: UNICEF Statement  from 21 February 2015 http://www.unicef.org/south-
sudan/media_16205.html and from 28 February 2015 http://www.unicef.org/media/
media_80789.html

1.4 million children 
are out of school.
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346,400524,500

60%

Primary and secondary school enrollment by sex

Source: Education cluster, September 2014

Primary and secondary school enrollment by sex

89 children were ab-
ducted while sitting 
their exams.

http://www.reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-school-reopens-risks-remain
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Responding to needs in northern Jonglei
People flee to remote areas due to conflict
Assessment missions in 
northern Jonglei in Janu-
ary reported  people in 
need with strained host 
communities, a lack of 
planting, flooding, and 
livestock deaths negatively 
affecting food security. Aid 
agencies have since been 
responding through rapid 
response missions by 
helicopter.

Assessment and response 
missions were conducted 
in Kandak, Menime, Nya-
napol, Kotdalok and Wai 
in Ayod County; as well 
as Kurwai, in Canal/Pigi 
county. Some locations are 
cut off from supply routes 
- people have fled there to 
escape conflict elsewhere. 
Nyanapol is accessible 
only by helicopter or on 
foot.

Food and livelihoods 
support was needed in all 5 
locations. The assessment 
missions in Kandak, Menime, and Nyanapol found flooding had destroyed crops, and 
this, combined with a high rate of livestock death due to unknown diseases, threatened 
food security. In Menime people estimated that 7,600 animals had died in six months.  
In Nyanapol there was the arrival of displaced people stretched resources to the limit 
- many people relying on wild plants and fruit. While fishing is possible, people lacked 
fishing supplies.  In Kurwai and Wai, many people had been displaced multiple times, 
further depleting their assets.  In Kotdalok, food, fishing supplies, and safe drinking water 
were identified as the principal needs. 

Additional needs in all locations included water and sanitation, education, and  health 
care. In both Kandak and Nyanapol, there is no clinic, with the nearest health facility 
being an 8 hour walk away. While there is a clinic in Menime, it lacks vital drugs and 
other supplies.

Aid agencies were responding through rapid response missions by helicopter, providing 
food assistance, livelihoods supplies, emergency health and nutrition, as well as basic 
shelter, household items, and protection support.

Northern Jonglei. The information shown on this map does not imply official recogni-
tion or endorsement of any physical or political boundaries by the United Nations. Source: 
OCHA

For further information, please contact:  
Jennifer Paton, Public Information Officer, patonj@un.org 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at unocha.org/south-sudan | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

In both Kandak and 
Nyanapol, the near-
est health facility 
is an 8 hour walk 
away.


