
 

In this issue 

Aid to Wau ShillukP.1

Malaria cases spike P.2

Aid to Bentiu scaled up P.3

World Humanitarian Day P.4 

Humanitarian Bulletin
South Sudan | Bi-weekly update
31 August 2015

Aid agencies reach Wau Shilluk for first 
time in months
After several months of restricted access to Wau Shilluk and surrounding areas in Upper 
Nile State, WFP, UNICEF and humanitarian partners have resumed aid operations to the 
area. 

In Wau Shilluk, partners provided food assistance to more than 20,000 people, screened 
more than 3,000 children under the age of 5 for malnutrition, vaccinated more than 8,000 
children under the age of 15 against measles and vaccinated more than 7,800 against po-
lio. More than 400 pregnant women were vaccinated against tetanus.

It was the first time the agencies have been able to reach people in Wau Shilluk since 
March 2015.

The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) has commenced regular flights to 
Wau Shilluk to allow partners to continue to deliver assistance.

However, access remains a challenge, with partners still being prevented from delivering 
aid to Wau Shilluk from Malakal by river. Addressing the Security Council on 25 August, 
the UN Relief Chief, Stephen O’Brien, said that delivering assistance to Wau Shilluk by air 
“is neither cost effective nor the best way to ensure that all needs are met,” and called on 

Children at UN House Protection of Civilians site in Juba. Photo: 
OCHA

HIGHLIGHTS 
• The resumption of flights to Wau 

Shilluk has made it possible for 
partners to deliver vital aid. 

• Health agencies have ramped up 
efforts to respond to the sharp in-
crease in malaria cases. 

• Partners scaled up response ef-
forts in PoC sites following an in-
flux of people needing aid.    

FIGURES
# of internally 
displaced 
people

1.6 million

# of refugees 
in neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

622,582

# of severely 
food insecure 
people

4.6 million

FUNDING
53%
of appeal funding received

$869 million                
total funding received

$1.63 billion                
revised requirements for 
South Sudan 2015 Humani-
tarian Response Plan

Part of the assistance that reached Wau Shilluk  included vaccinating children against diseases.    
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authorities to facilitate the safe, rapid and unimpeded access of humanitarian organizations 
and supplies to all people in need of assistance within South Sudan, in line with interna-
tional humanitarian law.

Read more on: http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/unicef-and-wfp-reach-thousands-people-
south-sudan-stranded-without-humanitarian-as

Malaria cases spike 
Health partners are responding to a spike in malaria cases in the UN Protection of Civilians 
(PoC) site in Bentiu, Unity State, and other locations across the country. 

At the PoC site in Bentiu, there has been a rapid influx in displaced people and the number 
of malaria cases per 10,000 people spiked from 113 at the end of May to 820 by 16 August. 
Many displaced people arrive at the PoC site after long journeys and with low immunity, 
placing them at higher risk of contracting malaria.  

A high number of malaria cases has also been reported in other IDP sites - such as the 
UN House in Juba, Central Equatoria, and Renk and Malakal in Upper Nile State.  By 16 
August 2015, a total of 117,314 cases and 59 deaths were reported from all IDP camps, 
compared to 87,778 cases and 49 deaths over the same period in 2014. 

Outside IDP settings, a high number of malaria cases has been reported through the inte-
grated disease surveillance and response system. Outside of the Greater Upper Nile, in-
creases of malaria have been noted in Eastern Equatoria, Northern Bahr El Ghazal, West-
ern Bahr El Ghazal and Warrap states.

The number of cases recorded this year outside IDP settings is substantially higher than 
during the same period last year. There were about 989,400 cases of malaria and 445 
deaths from 1 January to 9 August 2015, compared to nearly 744,200 cases and 303 
deaths during the same period in 2014. 

Health agencies are ramping up efforts to respond to the spike in malaria cases. They have 
deployed additional staff, enhanced stocks of medicines and diagnostics, treated patients, 
distributed insecticide and mosquito nets, conducted residual spraying and larviciding, and 
undertaken outreach activities to improve access to screening and treatment. However, 
more needs to be done to halt the rise in cases and save the lives of those infected. 

Read more on: http://who.int/hac/crises/ssd/epi/eng/

Malaria is the lead-
ing cause of illness 
among IDPs. 

Outside IDP set-
tings high malaria 
cases have been 
reported in four 
states. 

Source: WHO. Graphic: OCHA. 
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Humanitarians scale up response in PoC 
sites as influx into Bentiu continues
The number of displaced people sheltering in six UN Protection of Civilians (PoC) sites is 
now more than 200,000, compared to 102,296  at the beginning of 2015. In recent weeks, 
thousands of people have arrived at the Bentiu PoC, which now hosts 121,194 internally 
displaced people, and Malakal, where 48,840 people are now seeking safety. 

Many of the IDPs arriving in Bentiu PoC have fled conflict in southern Unity. The influx has 
stretched the available space for shelter and services well beyond the designed capacity. 
Partners are working urgently to cope with the increasing number of people in need of as-
sistance and to develop a new contingency plan for further arrivals. In Malakal, partners 
have started a relocation exercise for the estimated 16,000 IDPs who arrived at the site 
from mid-July to mid-August, mainly from Wau Shilluk, to accommodate them in communal 
shelters. The exercise is planned to end by 20 September. IDPs will be provided in the long 
run with family shelters. 

The influx of people at the PoC sites has also strained already stretched water, sanitation 
and health services, which is particularly concerning due to the risk of outbreaks of cholera, 
malaria and Hepatitis E.  Since the beginning of the year malaria, acute watery diarrhoea, 
malnutrition, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS have been the most frequent causes of death in 
the Bentiu PoC site, with about 43 per cent of the deaths being children under age 5.

World Humanitarian Day: South Sudanese 
make a difference in their communities
Magai Meen, a farmer in Lakes State, runs a flourishing orchard and sells fruit to sustain 
his family. His business was established using seeds from humanitarian partners. He also 
uses the proceeds to help community members in need. 

“I can now send my children to school,” he said, adding that he sometimes gives free seeds 
to help members of his community to grow their own trees as he believes that farming is 
key to fighting hunger in South Sudan. 

Magai is one of millions of South Sudanese across the country helping each other to over-
come crisis and adversity. 

Everyday, millions 
of South Sudanese 
show humanity by 
helping each other. 

Resources and 
capacity within the 
PoCs are already 
overstretched.

New arrivals being registered at the PoC in Malakal. The influx of people into the PoCs has strained already limited resources as 

partners strive to meet growing needs. Photo: OCHA.

Partners  have 
scaled up services 
to cope with the 
influx in PoC sites. 
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On 19 August, South Sudan 
marked World Humanitarian 
Day with the rest of the world 
under the theme: “Inspiring 
the world’s humanity,” and 
celebrated the stories of peo-
ple such as Magai.  

Activities included a com-
memorative event in Juba 
hosted by the Humanitarian 
Coordinator for South Sudan, 
Eugene Owusu and attended 
by Government officials, in-
cluding the Minister of Gen-
der, Child and Social Welfare, 
Humanitarian Affairs and Dis-
aster Management, Honour-
able Awut Deng Acuil, and the 
Chairperson of the Relief and 

Rehabilitation Commission, Lokulenge Lole Timayo, aid workers and donors. The Minister 
thanked humanitarian partners for their work to support the South Sudanese at a time of 
need and pledged the Government’s commitment to ensuring the safety of humanitarian 
workers. Through song and dance, pupils from FFEDA Primary School called for peace 
and prosperity for South Sudan. 
 
During the event, one minute of silence was observed in memory of the 29 aid workers 
killed in South Sudan since the conflict started in December 2013. Tragically, another two 
humanitarian workers have since been killed, bringing the total to 31. Commemorating the 
humanitarian community’s fallen colleagues, the Humanitarian Coordinator said: “No life 
should be lost in the ser-
vice of humanity. As we 
recall the tragic losses 
of our colleagues here in 
South Sudan and around 
the world, let us increase 
our resolve to continue 
the work to which they 
gave their lives.” 

A series of dedicated ra-
dio programmes and a 
social media campaign 
were also used to spread 
the message that every 
individual is able to make 
a difference and to share 
inspiring stories of hope, 
survival and resilience in 
South Sudan.

Hon. Minister Awut Deng Acuil and Eugene Owusu addressing a press conference on 

World Humanitarian Day. Photo: OCHA

For further information, please contact:  
Matilda Moyo, Reports Officer, moyo1@un.org or ochasouthsudan@un.org 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Coordination Saves Lives

Children call for peace through songs and poetry at the World Humanitarian Day commemoration.    
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Humanitarian com-
munity pays tribute 
to aid workers killed 
in the line of duty. 

Aid workers killed 
in service in South 
Sudan increase to 
31. 

Govt pledges to 
ensure the safety 
of aid workers. 

Children call for peace through songs and poetry during the World Humanitarian Day 

commemoration. Photo: OCHA 
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