
 

 

 

 

 

 

Background 

On 23 June, the government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) reported 3,000 arrivals from Raja in South 
Sudan in East Darfur’s Shakabat area located some 90 KM South of El Ferdous town in El Ferdous locality. The 
following day, a rapid assessment team from El Ferdous town comprising the Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS), American Refugee Committee (ARC), HAC and the Ministry of Health (MOH) moved towards the area 
to verify the reports. Initial figures from the assessment indicate 5,244 individuals (802 households) are 
currently residing north of the Shakabat gathering point in the Al Sarij area, some 60 km south of El Ferdous 
town. Further arrivals are also reported to have moved northwards from Shakabat to the Abu Senedirra area, 
some 35 km south of El Ferdous. The majority of the arrivals are women and children and are in urgent need 
of food, shelter and nutritional assistance. Many have suffered extreme exhaustion, fatigue and hunger during 
the journey and are physically unable to move further.  
 
Shakabat is very sparsely populated at this time of year, and the rainy season will soon render the area 
inaccessible to partners. Host communities in El Ferdous have provided some initial food aid items, but this 
has been limited. Several cases of life-threatening diarrhea have been reported by the local communities. In 
order to facilitate the delivery of assistance, the arrivals will need to be transported to a more accessible area, 
such as El Ferdous town or the Fanga area (45 km south of El Ferdous town). 
 
The arrivals follow an outbreak of fighting in Raja town, Western Bahr al Ghazal state that erupted on 15 June. 
Unverified reports indicate more than 7,000 families were displaced as a result of the fighting, but that some 
have started to return. A joint OCHA-UNDSS mission to Raja took place on 25 June to facilitate humanitarian 
response activities in the area, which are anticipated to commence within the week. As of 24 June, fighting 
has also erupted in Wau town, the capital Western Bahr al Ghazal, following the removal of the governor of 
Wau state by President Salva Kiir and sporadic violence in the surrounding area in the preceding days. By 25 
June, some 2,000 civilians had reportedly converged outside the UNMISS compound in Wau seeking 
protection, mainly women and children. Partners are closely monitoring the situation, particularly in regards 
to the potential for further population movements into Sudan. 

 

Response  

East Darfur state authorities are preparing to send urgent food supplies, including 100 sacks of sorghum, 50 
sacks of flour and 50 sacks of sugar, expected to reach the area on 27 June. A joint inter-agency (IA) mission 
organized by OCHA is set to take place on 28 June to facilitate the delivery of initial response measures by 
partners. WFP has indicated food stocks are ready for dispatch following the completion of the IA mission. 
WHO will support the MOH in providing the health response through a mobile clinic, with medical supplies 
and drugs available in Ed Daein and El Ferdous and health workers from El Ferdous ready to be deployed. 
UNICEF will provide nutritional supplies, including 10 cartons of plumpy nut, to be distributed with the support 
of the MOH. Additional aid items, including 300 plastic sheets as wall as soap cartons and chlorination tablets, 
are also on standby ready to be dispatched to the area. UNHCR is looking into options regarding the timely 
transport of the arrivals to another location more accessible to partners.  
 
HAC in East Darfur is actively coordinating the emergency response in cooperation with partners, with local 
coordination meetings being held daily in Ed Daein.  
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