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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.
Coordination Saves Lives

 ● The Humanitarian Country Team 
visited Lankien, Jonglei State where 
there was a spike in kala-azar cases.

 ● Security concerns in Bentiu, Unity 
State resulted in the suspension 
of fixed-wing flights to Rubkona 
and surrounding counties. Living 
conditions within the PoC site 
remained dire.

 ● Since 26 August, 10 cases of rape 
were reported at Bentiu PoC site. All 
incidents occurred when women left 
the site to gather wood or go to the 
market.

 ● Cholera continued to decline, with 
only 28 new cases in the previous 
week.

South Sudan Crisis
Situation Report No. 53 (as of 11 September 2014)

This report is produced by OCHA South Sudan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 5-11 September. The next 
report will be issued on or around 19 September 2014.

Situation overview                                                                                                                                                

Heavy rains continued throughout the country, further worsening already largely impassable roads, increasing the cost 
of aid delivery as air delivery needs increase. In Bentiu area, security concerns resulted in the suspension of fixed-wing 
flights to the Rubkona airstrip and surrounding counties, while scheduled helicopter flights continued. The suspension 
has affected the delivery of humanitarian supplies. The condition of the runway remained poor.

While cholera is declining throughout the country, partners were concerned that poor conditions in Bentiu were raising 
the risk of disease. Living conditions remained poor, despite the completion of a first drainage trench. Excavations on 
a second drainage trench were planned, and WASH partners were surging two additional teams to the site to improve 
sanitation.

In Malakal town, Upper Nile, the security situation was quiet, with a noticeable increase in people and commerce in 
town. There were reports that some 10,000 displaced people arrived in Pagak and Maiwut in Upper Nile State from 
Ethiopia, putting pressure on existing basic services there. Elsewhere in Upper Nile, partners reported some 7,000 
people in Makalal Shuluk island in need of urgent response. An assessment has been completed and a response is 
planned.

3.8 million
People to be assisted by the 
end of the year

2.7 million
People reached with  
humanitarian assistance* 

1.3 million
People internally displaced by 
violence

452,700
People have fled to  
neighboring countries

* This includes people internally displaced, refugees from other countries sheltering in South Sudan and other vulnerable communities who have received assistance 
since January 2014. This does not imply that the needs of these people have been comprehensively met. 
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Humanitarian response 

Health response and vaccination campaign in progress
An integrated measles, polio and vitamin A campaign continued in 
the conflict affected states. As of 6 September, a total of 116,201 
children had been vaccinated against measles and 124,558 
against polio.  This included the recently completed campaign in 
Bentiu/Rubkona town, Unity State  and Bor county, Jonglei State, 
including the PoCs. Vaccinations in Twic East and Duk counties, 
Jonglei State, began during the reporting period.  The campaign 
also includes deworming and screening for malnutrition, for which 
results were being analysed.

With continued concerns about HIV among displaced populations 
an HIV/AIDS specialist has been deployed to  Bor PoC site and 
they will examine ways to ensure continuity of HIV services in Bor 
town as well as prevention measures within PoC sites and other 
displacement sites.

Cholera continued to decline. As of 7 September, a total of 
6,065 cases including 139 deaths (CFR 2.3 per cent ) had been 
reported. The number of new cases had significantly declined to 
28 new cases this week compared to 825 new cases eight weeks 
ago, however there was a cholera alert in Lobonok payam, within 
Juba county which is being investigated.  Social mobilization, 
surveillance, and WASH interventions continued in order to 
sustain the gains.

Rapid response operations continued
Rapid response operations continued in remote locations, with 31 
teams in locations as of 3 September. An Intercluster Rapid Needs 
Assessment (IRNA) team deployed to Chuil, Jonglei State, on 11-
12 September to assess the needs of people in the area.

FSL cluster partners reported food distributions throughout Jonglei 
State, including Baidit, Baidit, Makuach, Kolnyang, Uror, Nyirol, 
Pigi, Fangak, Old Fangak, and Bor.

Kala-azar increase one example of how 
communities are stretched to the limit
Kala-azar, a disease caused by the bite of a 
sand fly, is endemic in South Sudan. This year, 
however, there are more cases than those 
reported during the same period in 2012 and 
2013.  

The treatment center in Lankien, Jonglei State 
has recorded 50 per cent of all cases. Partners 
are providing nutritional support as well as kala-
azar specific drugs. 

The Humanitarian Country Team visited Lankien 
this week.  The visit demonstrated many ways 
conflict affects people’s lives. Food security 
is threatened by limited harvests, livestock 
diseases, and isolation from markets. 

The conflict exacerbates the situation as it is more 
difficult to access treatment and food insecurity 
and malnutrition decrease immunity.  Food 
insecure people are more vulnerable to disease, 
like kala-azar, and take longer to recover. In 
turn, diseases exacerbate malnutrition. Partner 
organizations are working hard responding with 
health care, water and sanitation support, and 
agricultural livelihoods activities, but sustained 
support is needed in Lankien – and many 
areas like it throughout South Sudan – where 
communities’ resources are stretched to the 
limit.

Partners responding to particular needs of 
older people but more attention needed.
Partners raised concern about the situation 
of older people affected by conflict. Based on 
the population of South Sudan, an estimated 
120,000 people displaced by violence are aged 
50 or above. In emergency contexts, older 
people have particular needs. Partners are 
providing support to some 2,400 older displaced 
people in the Juba PoC sites and smaller groups 
elsewhere through the provision of special items 
including walking sticks, spectacles, and hearing 
aids; supplementary nutrition support, and other 
activities. 

Displacement by state
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   Camp Coordination and Camp Management

Response
 ● Population movement was fluid as people travelled between Mingkaman and Bor, as well between Mingkaman 

and Juba. People reported traveling primarily for commercial business. Overall, during the week,  some 235 
people entered Minkgaman and 170 people left. New site preparation is reportedly 70 per cent  completed. 

 ● Relocations were delayed in Bor as partners continued to work on the new site. Demarcation for the distribution 
area, clinic, and transit site was completed. Work on fencing 75 per cent  complete. 

 ● Registration continued in Juba with 23,000 people registered at UN House. Biometric registration continued 
at Tomping site. 

 ● Relocations continued in Malakal with over 13,000 people relocated to the new PoC site. Heavy rains 
slowed the rate at which tents were pitched in the new site. 78 streetlights were constructed by partners this 
week, improving security. Meanwhile,  construction of wooden footpaths along drainage sites were 75 per cent  
complete.  A protection training for staff was also held.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Gap in social support services in Bor were reportedly exacerbating negative coping strategies like in alcohol 

abuse and domestic violence. A partner has been identified for response. 
 ● Living conditions in Bentiu remained extremely poor,  despite short-term improvements. The PoC will remain 

highly flood-prone throughout September.

 Education
Response

 ● New enrollments: The number of children enrolled in emergency education rose to  182,856 (42per cent  per cent 
girls). 

 ● New learning centers were established in Bor, enabling 802 children (49 per cent  girls) to access education.
 ● Early childhood education activities reached 259 children (50 per cent  girls) in in Melut and Twic East, 

Jonglei State.
 ● International Literacy Day was celebrated on 8 September. More than 1,000 children in Juba PoC site 

participated with community members and teachers in writing and drawing activities and a literacy awareness 
campaign.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Ongoing needs, gaps and constraints included delays  in teacher salaries, a shortage of text books, and 

delayed exams. Education partners continued to advocate with authorities  on these issues.
 ● School occupation remains a constraint. During the reporting period, 90 schools were reportedly occupied by 

displaced people  and armed forces (37 by armed forces, 48 by displaced people, two by both displaced people  
and armed forces and three whose status was unknown).

 Emergency Telecommunication
Response

 ● Installation of ETC response equipment was completed in Bentiu, with the testing phase ongoing.
 ● A  training session on ICT emergency management was held. Twelve ICT staff participated.
 ● Radio programming continued. 41 radios have been programmed this week for 12 humanitarian organizations.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Authentication of kits in Mingkaman and Bentiu: Partners were working on a software update to improve 

the authentication system of the ETC Response Solution connectivity kits operating in Mingkaman and Bentiu.
 ● Connectivity in remote areas: A satellite communication kit was shipped to Nyal, Unity State and  a technician 

will be deployed in order to start the installation process. In Koch, a feasibility assessment was underway to 
evaluate an appropriate ETC intervention.

 ● Ongoing/recurring needs/gaps/constraints: There were radio room staffing gaps in Malakal, Bentiu and Bor. 
Procurement of equipment continued to be challenging as lengthy import procedures and the volatile security 
situation frequently caused significant delays.
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 Food Security and Livelihoods

Response
 ● Rapid response operations: Food assistance distribution teams were deployed in Motot and Yuai, Jonglei 

State; Buaw and Koch, Unity State, and in Whaljak, Upper Nile State. The Buaw, Motot, and Koch teams were 
completing distributions, while the Whaljak team had started registration. Partner teams including air drop and 
field coordinators were in Gorwai and Jiech in Jonglei State; Gaylel, Unity State; and Rom and Lul in Upper Nile 
State.

 ● Livelihood kits distributed: Nearly 8000 crop kits were distributed to partners nationwide, bringing the 
cumulative total to 165,000.

 ● Livestock vaccination continued: Livestock vaccination was ongoing in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. Kits 
were distributed in the Bar el Ghazals and Western Equatoria with the capacity to vaccinate one million animals.

 Health

Response
 ● Under-five mortality was below the emergency 

threshold: During the reporting period under-
five mortality in displacement sites was below the 
emergency threshold. In Bentiu, under-five mortality 
was 0.176 deaths per 10,000 per day; at Juba PoC 
3, it was 0.412 deaths per 10,000 per day. The major 
cause of death, as in past weeks, was pneumonia.

 ● Cholera in decline, but response continued:  As 
of 7 September a total of 6,065 cholera cases and 
139 deaths (CFR 2.3)   had been reported in South 
Sudan. Overall new cases had fallen from 825 cases  
eight weeks ago to 28 new cases this week, but a 
cholera alert was received from Lobonok Payam, 

Juba County, which partners were investigating.
 ● Spike in kala-azar cases: There was a spike in the number of kala-azar cases, with over half of the new cases 

and deaths in a single  treatment facility in Lankien, Jonglei. Partners were conducting active case detection 
and early diagnosis and treatment including provision of nutrition and food supplements.  Disease surveillance 
through passive and active case detection was ongoing.  Additional support in form of medical supplies and 
nutritional support for patients was required to effectively continue responding.

 ● Ebola preparedness:  Ebola prevention and preparedness activities continued and were expanded to other 
states with key borders, namely Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria. Screening continued at Juba 
International Airport, while training of health workers continued alongside social mobilization activities.

 ● Medical teams continued to support rapid response operations: In Longochuk, Upper Nile State, partners 
continued to respond with immunization, nutrition screening and response and support for primary health care, 
focused around Mathiang and Chotbora.

Needs, gaps, and constraints 
 ● Gaps in mental health support: There were a lack of trained personnel to support the mental health needs of 

displaced people.
 ● Rapid Response constraints.  Health partners remain unable to reach many counties in Unity State, delaying 

the planned immunization and delivery of this quarter’s drug supply.

Logistics

Response
 ● Supplies airlifted: Over 150 metric tonnes of humanitarian supplies were airlifted on behalf of 16 different 

organizations to Akobo, Bentiu, Ganyiel, Gorwai, Jiech, Lankien, Leer, Malakal, Mathiang, Mayendit, Paloich, 
Pigi Canal, and Rumbek. 

Source: Health Cluster, as of 11 September 

During the  
past week

Cumulative 
since January

People reached 98,159 2,550,955         
Outpatient consultations 85,839 1,239,696
Cholera cases 28 6065
Hepatitis E cases (Mingkaman) 0 103
Measles vaccinations - 468,953
Polio vaccinations - 363,105
Women provided ante-natal care 2,065 60,481
Women with assisted deliveries 331 10,432
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 ● Barge progress: The second humanitarian barge has been loaded with food assistance in Juba, though its 
departure date was not yet confirmed.  The Logistics Cluster was working with partners to consolidate cargo 
on to the next barge movement. Humanitarian organizations were in the process of clearing their cargo with 
relevant authorities. 

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Mi26 grounded: Since 5 September, the Logistics Cluster’s Mi26 has been grounded due to mechanical issues. 

The aircraft cannot be repaired and a replacement will be sent as soon as possible. In the meantime, the 
logistics cluster will work with other key partners to maintain a steady daily airlift capacity. 

 ● Construction works at Juba International Airport: The Civil Aviation Authority in Juba issued a notice to all 
users to vacate the cargo area at Juba airport by 20 September to make space for construction works planned 
to commence soon. 

 ● Poor road access due to rains: Roads continued to deteriorate throughout the rainy season. The 
latest Access Constraints map can be found here: http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/lc_ss_774_
currentroadclosures_20140905.pdf 

  

          Mine  Action

Response
 ● Bentiu port survey by sector partners and UNMISS was in progress to assess its suitability for delivering 

fuel by river. However, the assessment was not completed due to the deterioration of the security situation.
 ● Assessment in Chuil: Sector partners participated in an  Inter Agency Needs Assessment in Chuil, Nyirol 

County, Jonglei. 
 ● UXOs were reported in Leer area, teams were mobilized to the area to provide assessment and support. 
 ● Mines found in Eastern Equatoria during an assessment of the Pageri-Opari road. They have been disposed of  

and teams were working on the areas along the road from Juba to Kajo Keji in Central Equatoria.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Weather impedes access: Mine Action teams were still facing challenges working in Unity and Upper Nile due 

to security and weather constraints but they continue to support the wider humanitarian community.
 ● Surveys were requested of the area near Rubkona airstrip and near Bentiu for food airdrops. A reconnaissance 

mission is to be carried out next week.

 Nutrition
Response

 ● Nutrition treatment centers in 
operation: 183 locations were operational 
with functioning outpatient treatment 
programmes, 25 with stabilization 
centers, 113 with targeted supplementary 
feeding programmes and 57 with blanket 
supplementary feeding programmes. 

 ● Cluster partners completed a cumulative  
26 nutrition surveys (SMART and small 
scale SMART surveys).  Validated reports 
will be uploaded on the humanitarian 
response website. An integrated mortality 
survey in Bentiu PoC site was validated 
and the results will be used in finalizing the 
national nutrition situation analysis.

Source: Nutrition Cluster, as of 11 September 2014

Cumulative since 
January

People reached with nutrition support 524,186

People screened for acute malnutrition (6.8 per 
cent identified with SAM; 16.3 per cent identified with 
MAM)

 807,736 

Admissions to SAM treatment 54,711
Admissions to MAM treatment 89,598 
Pregnant and lactating women (PLW) screened 
for acute malnutrition (25.2 per cent identified with 
acute malnutrition)

126,735  

PLW admission to acute malnutrition treatment 
programs

13,167 

Children enrolled in blanket supplementary 
feeding

344,172

PLW enrolled in blanket supplementary feeding 22,558
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 ● IPC workshop: Cluster partners, including local Ministry of Health representatives, attended the Integrated 
Phase Classification (IPC) Nutrition pilot workshop in Yei County from 26 August to 10 September. Preliminary 
results were presented to the nutrition information working group and IPC results were to be shared during the 
week commencing 12 September.

Needs, Gaps, Constraints
 ● The nutrition situation in Bentiu remained a concern. An additional outpatient therapy site has been established 

but more capacity is need to meet the needs. 

 Protection
Response

 ● Children and women reached with protection support: As of 11 September 101,009  children have been 
reached with protection support since January. In addition, 185,500 women and girls were reached with Gender 
Based Violence support services.

 ● Persons with specific needs have been identified in Malakal PoC sites, and plans were underway to 
respond. Work is ongoing to profile specific psychosocial and mental health cases for referral to health partners. 

 ● Land dispute advocacy is ongoing in Mingkaman, after displaced community leaders raised the issue as a 
concern.

 ● Protection is part of rapid response in hard to reach areas: Since March 2014, 6,930 children have been 
reached during Rapid Response missions. During August, three missions were conducted in Kalgak, Canal 
County, Kich Kuon, Ulang County and Duk Islands, Duk County  where 3,973 children and 6,160 adults were 
reached. 

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Identification of separated children: As of 5 September 2014 there were 5,110 children registered in the 

conflict displacement as unaccompanied, separated or missing in the Child Protection Information Management 
System (CPIMS). Since January 2014, 7.6per cent  of the registered separated children have been reunified with 
their families,  below the  minimum standard of 90 per cent . National and Information Sharing Protocol (ISP) is 
still being finalized to facilitate tracing.

 ● Considerable freedom of movement and GBV challenges persist for people displaced by violence, 
particularly at Bor PoC and also at Malakal and Bentiu PoC sites. This is having a negative impact on people 
who wish to move outside  of the POC sites for firewood collection,accessing markets or other services. For 
example, since the reopening of the PoC main gate on 26 August 2014 in Bentiu, 17 cases of domestic violence 
and 10 cases of rape were recorded. All the rape cases occurred out of the PoC sites when the women had gone 
to look for firewood or to go to market. There is a lack of safe houses for GBV survivors across South Sudan. 

 ● Unconfirmed reports on the recruitment of child soldiers continued. The Children Associated with Armed 
Forces and Armed Groups (CAFAAG) Task Force has been reactivated and will focus mostly at prevention and 
guidelines for release of children. 

 ● Birth Registration remains an issue in Mingkaman, the issue is being addressed by protection actors in 
coordination with the County Health team (CHT) and the Ministry of Social Development. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Response

 ● Services to displaced: Since December, 49 partners have assisted over 2.7 million conflict-affected people – of 
whom at least half were displaced people – in over 55 sites.

 ● Meeting standards: As of 11 September global emergency standards for water supply (15 litres p/p/d) were  
achieved in 25 sites. Sanitation coverage (at least 1 latrine per 50 people) have been achieved in 15 sites. 
Keeping up the rate of latrine construction to match the rate of latrine decommissioning is making the task of 
scaling up latrine coverage all the more challenging in many locations. 

 ● Cholera response continued. Cholera preparedness and prevention activities continued, despite the drop in 
new cases. Partners were responding to reported cases of acute watery diarrhea (AWD) in Upper Nile and in 
Lobonok, Juba in Central Equatoria. Cholera response was ongoing in Eastern Equatoria State where partners 
were mobilizing efforts to improve water, sanitation and hygiene within communities. 

 ● Bentiu PoC site response brought water supply to around 10.8 litres per person per day, and there was 1 
latrine for every 99 people. An additional 401 latrines were needed to reach emergency standard. Sanitation has 
been scaled up in Bentiu with the addition of  two WASH mobile teams to support latrine construction. Hygiene 
promotion campaigns were ongoing.
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 ● Rapid response operations: 
The cluster had six mobile 
partners (with multiple teams 
per agency), as detailed in 
the table above.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Recurring challenges: 

Cluster activities remained 
constrained by inadequate 
funding, limited access to 
insecure locations and the 
need for additional qualified 
WASH personnel.

 ● Predictable funding 
is needed to sustain 
deployment of mobile 
teams into remote rural 
locations and to  ensure 
continued service provision in 
well-established sites.

Humanitarian 
Funding 

As the third quarter of the year approached, the South Sudan Crisis Response Plan (CRP) was 53 per cent funded 
with US $963 million received as of 11 September. The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF), a  multi-donor pooled 
fund targeting the most urgent needs in South Sudan, remained a central part of the funding landscape and ac-
counted for 14 per cent of the total funding secured towards the overall South Sudan Crisis Response Plan, making 
it the largest CHF globally.  Strong donor commitment to the South Sudan CHF continued. The CHF this week 
reported additional firm commitments from Australia and Sweden. The deposits were currently being processed.

State Location Status
Central Equatoria Juba County Ongoing response

Eastern Equatoria Ikwotos and Magwi/Lapo 
counties

Ongoing response

Jonglei Chuil, Nyirol County

Jiech, Ayod County

Mogok, Ayod County

Yuai, Uror County

Assessment ongoing

Ongoing response

Assessment ongoing

Assessment 
completed

Upper Nile Chotbora and Mathiang,  
Longochuk

Pagak/Maiwut, Maiwut 
County

Panyikang, Malakal County

Wathjak, Ulang County

Wau Shilluk, Fashoda 
County

Response started.

Assessment ongoing

Assessment ongoing

Assessment complete

Response complete

Source: WASH Cluster as of 11September 2014

South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund donors as of 11 September, 2014.


