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SOMALIA Seasonal Monitor October 22, 2014  
FEWS NET will publish a Seasonal Monitor for Somalia every 10 days (dekad) through the end of the current October to December Deyr rainy season. 
The purpose of this document is to provide updated information on the progress of the Deyr season to facilitate contingency and response planning. 

This Somalia Seasonal Monitor is valid through October 31, 2014 and is produced in collaboration with U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), the Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) Somalia, the Somali Water and Land Information System (SWALIM), a number of other agencies, and 

several Somali non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

 

Deyr rains subsided in most parts of the country in mid-October 
 

Both satellite and ground information reports show that the Deyr rains subsided between October 11 and October 20 in most 
parts of the country. Localized light showers to moderate rains with poor spatial and temporal distribution fell in parts of the 
Northwest, the Northeast, the central regions, and parts of southern regions (Figure 1). The rainfall estimate (RFE2) for October 
11 to 20 shows that rain fell in most areas of the North, the central regions, and most of the southern regions including Gedo, 
Middle and Lower Juba, Bay, Middle and Lower Shabelle, and Hiraan Regions, but rainfall was 10 to 50 millimeters (mm) below 
the 2000 to 2013 average (Figure 2).  
 
In the Northwest, localized light to moderate rains were received in between October 11 and 20. Poorly distributed, localized 
rains were received in the Nugal Valley, East Golis Pastoral livelihood zone, and the Sool Plateau in Sanaag Region. However, light 
to moderate rains with normal distribution were received across Sool Region. Togdheer Agropastoral, Hawd Pastoral, and West 
Golis Pastoral livelihood zones in Togdheer Region received light to moderate rains with poor spatial distribution. Guban Pastoral 
and West Golis Pastoral received no rains as is typical for this time of year as cooler weather resumed after some unusual rains in 
early October. The rains supported rangeland regeneration and allowed the establishment of pasture grasses.  
 
In the Northeast, most areas received light to moderate rains, but in Bader-beyla and Alula Districts in the Coastal Deeh Pastoral 
livelihood zone in Bari Region, there was no rain. Iskushuban and Qardho Districts in Karkaar-Dharoor Pastoral livelihood zone 
received light showers, but Bossaso District remained dry. Hawd, Addun, and Nugal Valley Pastoral livelihood zones in northern 
Mudug and Nugal Regions received average rains with normal spatial distribution. The Sool Plateau in Bari Region received three 
days of moderate rainfall. 
 
In the central regions, light showers were received in Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zone and adjacent parts of the cowpea 
belt. Heavier rain fell in Addun Pastoral livelihood zone and adjacent areas of the cowpea belt in Galgaduud and Mudug Regions. 
Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone in the central regions also received near average amounts of rain. Generally, these rains supported 
the standing cowpea crops and pasture growth. 
 
In the South, most agropastoral and pastoral areas received only light showers or no rain. Light showers were received in pockets 
in northern Gedo, but the rest of the region remained dry. In Hiraan, light showers fell in pockets. In Lower Shabelle, only the 
agropastoral area in Wanlaweyne District received moderate rainfall, and almost all of the rest of the region remained dry. 
However, moderate rains fell in most parts of Middle Shabelle Region outside of Balad District that did not receive any rain. In 
Lower Juba, Afmadow District received three days of rain while the rest of the region remained dry. Some pockets of Middle Juba 
received some very light, insignificant showers. Moderate rains with typical spatial and temporal distribution were received in 
most parts of Bakool and Bay Regions. Rain gauges in Baidoa, Bardale, Dinsor, and Qansaxdheere in Bay Region recorded 76 mm, 
11 mm, 14 mm, and 67.5 mm with four, two, four, and two rainy days, respectively. 
 
The current satellite-derived Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) shows improved pasture conditions in most pastoral 
areas in the North, but below-average vegetation conditions still persist in most parts of the South (Figure 3). The two-week 
precipitation forecast for October 23 to November 5 indicates there will be rainfall between 10 mm to 75 mm in most parts of 
the country. Heavy rains are expected in Sool and Sanaag Regions in the North, and in Bakool, Bay, Gedo, and Hiraan Regions in 
the South (Figure 4). Both the Shabelle and Juba Rivers are rising, and there is a moderate risk of flooding due to both heavy 
precipitation forecast in the country and recent, heavy rains in the Ethiopian highlands.  
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For more rain gauge data, please, contact Hydro@faoswalim.org or visit www.faoswalim.org. 
 

Figure 1. Estimated rainfall (RFE2) totals in millimeters 

(mm), October 11-20, 2014 

 
 
Figure 3. eMODIS Normalized Difference Vegetation 

Index (NDVI) anomaly from 2001 to 2010 mean, October 

6-15, 2014 

 

Figure 2: October 11-20, 2014 rainfall anomaly (RFE2) 

in mm from 2000 to 2013 mean 

 
 
Figure 4. Global Forecast System (GFS) rainfall 

forecast in mm for October 23 to November 5, 2014 

 

 

 
Sources: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA)/Climate Prediction Center (CPC) and USGS/FEWS NET 
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