
 

  

 

FEWS NET Somalia 
Somalia@fews.net 

www.fews.net 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily reflect 
the view of the United States Agency for International Development or the United States 

Government 

 

 

 

FEWS NET Somalia 

fews.somalia@fews.net 
www.fews.net/Somalia 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily reflect 

the view of the United States Agency for International Development or the United States 
Government. 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

SOMALIA Food Security Outlook July to December 2015 
 

Population in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and higher likely to increase through December 
 

KEY MESSAGES 
 

 The population in Crisis and Emergency (IPC Phases 3 and 4) will likely 
increase slightly through December 2015. The most food insecure 
people will be in riverine areas of Middle Shabelle Region due to 
flooding and agropastoral areas in Awdal, Hiraan, and Middle Juba 
Regions due to erratic April to June Gu rainfall. 

 The Gu rains ended early in May instead of June, and they were 
erratically distributed across time. This will likely lead to a well below 
average harvest in agropastoral areas in the Northwest, Hiraan, and 
Middle Juba. Agropastoral households currently have no cereal stocks, 
and they are expected to fall into Crisis (IPC Phase 3) during the 
extended July to November lean season. 

 Food security outcomes in most pastoral livelihood zones, especially in 
Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone in the North and Southern Inland 
Pastoral livelihood zone in the South, are likely to continue improving. 
Herds are larger than they have been in several years, and livestock 
production and values are increasing. An increasing number of poor 
households are likely to be in None (IPC Phase 1) from July through 
December.  

 Food security outcomes in riverine areas are likely to deteriorate from 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in Middle Shabelle due to severe river floods along the Shabelle River, which 
prevented cropping, limited humanitarian access, and limited trade, leading to continued high food prices and very low 
food access.  
 

SEASONAL CALENDAR FOR A TYPICAL YEAR 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Current food security outcomes, July 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

Current Situation 
 
In most pastoral areas, increasing pasture and water access during the April 
to June Gu rains led to increased livestock production and productivity. As 
a result, food security has improved in these areas. Most agropastoral 
areas have had similar improvements in food security. However, in Guban 
Pastoral livelihood zone, a coastal area in the Northwest, the Gu is not a 
major rainfall season, so dry season conditions still prevail there. Also, food 
security deteriorated in agropastoral areas in Awdal, Hiraan, Middle Juba, 
and Woqooyi Galbeed Regions, following average to below-average Gu 
rains that were not well distributed temporally. Crop production is likely to 
be below average in these areas due to below-average planted area and 
inadequate rainfall during the flowering and tasseling stages of crop 
development. In riverine areas of Jowhar District, floods destroyed planted 
crops and reduced labor opportunities associated with the growing season. 
In most cereal-producing areas, locally produced cereal prices remain high, 
and they have been following the seasonal trend of increasing before the 
start of the Gu harvest in July/August. 

 Gu rains started in mid-April with typical distribution and intensity in 
most parts of the country. Cumulative April to June Gu rainfall was 
largely near average to above average in terms of amount, but the 
rains were unevenly, temporally distributed. They ended early in early 
May in some northern and most southern and central regions. 
However, rains were below-average in parts of both the North and 
South, and coastal rains were well below average in  the southern and 
central regions.  

o While the rains ended early in the Northwest and Northeast, 
moderate to light rains fell during most of the season in most 
of the Hawd, Addun Pastoral, Northern Inland Pastoral, East 
Golis Pastoral, and West Golis Pastoral livelihood zones, and 
in some agropastoral areas in Hargeysa and Gabiley Districts. 
However, most agropastoral areas in Awdal, Togdheer, and 
Woqooyi Galbeed, and some parts Northern Inland Pastoral 
livelihood zone in Bari and Sanaag Regions had below-
average cumulative rainfall for the season. In these areas, 
households migrated their livestock to neighboring areas that 
had received more substantial rains.  

o In the central regions, rains fell in April and early May in most 
parts of the Hawd, Addun Pastoral livelihood zone, and in the 
Cowpea Belt livelihood zone. However, there was not rain in 
late May and early June. While this season’s rains were near 
average in amount, they were not being as many rainy days 
as is typical. These rains regenerated pasture, replenished both natural water catchments and berkads, and 
supported typical cowpea development. In most parts of Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zone in the central 
regions, Gu rains were generally lighter, so pasture conditions deteriorated and water sources were only 
partially replenished. In most pastoral areas, with the early cessation of the rains in early May followed by cold 
and dry Xagaa winds since then, the depletion of water sources has been faster than normal as has the 
deterioration of rangeland conditions. 

Projected rural food security outcomes, July 

to September 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

 

Projected rural food security outcomes, 

October to December 2015 

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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o In the South, most of Lower Juba, Middle Shabelle, and Bay, and parts of Lower Shabelle, Middle Juba, and 
Hiraan received fairly well distributed, near average to above-average amounts of Gu rainfall despite the rains 
ending a month early. However, in coastal areas and adjacent agropastoral areas in the South, Gu rainfall was 
well below average.  

 Pasture availability is typical in most parts of the country. However, there are some parts of the North and South 
where pasture is less available than is typical for this time of year. Rangeland resources became more available during 
the rains in most of Somalia. However, there are areas with fewer rangeland resources, as confirmed by areas below the 
2001-to-2010 Normalized Difference Vegetation Index average in parts of Awdal, Woqooyi Galbeed, Bari,  Sanaag, 
Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zone in the South, and some small areas in Gedo, Lower Juba, and Middle Juba. 

o In the Northeast, green pasture availability has declined in coastal areas, East Golis Pastoral, and Northern 
Inland Pastoral livelihood zones. However, dry pasture remains available in most of Nugal and northern Mudug. 
Livestock have been migrated mostly to Hawd and Addun Pastoral livelihood zones. Due to the migration, water 
trucking has not restarted yet as pasture and water remain available to support the livestock remaining in 
Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone. Despite the arrival of migrated livestock in Hawd and Addun Pastoral 
livelihood zones, pasture and water availability still remains typical in those areas. Water prices in Northern 
Inland Pastoral livelihood zone have increased. A jerry can (20 liters) of water is being sold for SOS 3,250 up to 
SOS 5,000 in a few areas. Poor pastoralists and their herds have less access to pasture than the better-off 
pastoralists who have moved their livestock to areas with more pasture and water in Mudug and Sool Regions.  

o In the Northwest, rangeland conditions were typical in pastoral areas. However, in most pastoral and 
agropastoral areas of Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed Regions, parts of Togdheer Agropastoral livelihood zone, 
and Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone in Sanaag Region, pasture and water availability are below average 
as a result of below-average Gu rainfall from March to June. In response, livestock were migrated to Sool Region 
and the Hawd in Togdheer where pasture and browse conditions had improved earlier than normal.  

o In the central regions, rangeland conditions were seasonally typical in most pastoral areas due to the near 
average amounts of rainfall received from late March to early May. These rains also supported the development 
of cowpeas and refilled water points. However, In Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zone, vegetation conditions 
were poor. As a result, livestock were migrated to Addun Pastoral livelihood zone and to the Cowpea Belt 
livelihood zone. 

o In the South, pasture conditions were mostly seasonally typical due to near average to above average April and 
May rainfall. However, the early end of the Gu rains in May and the early start of dry Xagaa winds have resulted 
in faster than usual deterioration of crop, pasture, and water conditions. In the areas that received below 
average rainfall in Gedo, Lower Shabelle, and Lower and Middle Juba Regions, pasture and water conditions 
have deteriorated since June. However, Xagaa rains received in early July helped reverse the deterioration of 
pasture and water conditions in Lower Shabelle and Lower and Middle Juba. In Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood 
zone and adjacent agropastoral areas, pasture and water availability remained limited until June, as most water 
sources dried up during the Gu. However, the onset of Xagaa rains in early July has since increased the 
availability of water, and pasture began rejuvenating in coastal areas. 

 Livestock body conditions, production, and values: As a result of the April to June Gu rains, both pasture and water 
availability have increased and contributed to improved livestock body conditions. However, poor livestock body 
conditions are found in some areas that had below-average rainfall, including parts of Northern Inland Pastoral, Guban 
Pastoral, Northwest Agropastoral, and Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zones. Small ruminants and cattle had a 
moderate level of births from March to June, but there was a low rate of camels calving due to a low rate of conceptions 
during the Gu and the Deyr rains last year. Consequently, milk availability has increased to near average in most 
agropastoral and pastoral livelihood zones. In pastoral areas of the North and South-Central, an average rate of 
conceptions was reported across all livestock species, but lower rates were reported in Guban Pastoral livelihood zone 
and some areas that had below-average April to June Gu rainfall. Livestock export demand and prices are currently 
decreasing as demand for Ramadan in the Gulf States ended in May. Overall, herd sizes in June 2015 were mostly near 
baseline levels. However, livestock holdings in Southern Agropastoral livelihood zone in Hiraan and Sakow District of 
Middle Juba, Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zone, and Guban Pastoral livelihood zone have increased since January but 
remain below baseline levels. 
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 Crop performance:  

o In the North, in Northwest Agropastoral livelihood zone in Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed Regions, most of the 
Gu maize has failed to reach maturity. Similarly, cash crops also did not develop as well as typical. However, in 
much of Togdheer Agropastoral livelihood zone, farmers planted fodder crops, and fodder demand to feed 
livestock being exported remains high. Short-cycle sorghum is currently being planted to be harvested after the 
end of the July to August Karan rains.  

o In Southern Agropastoral livelihood zone in Hiraan, Gedo, and Middle Juba, long dry spells and the early 
cessation of the Gu rains led to some crops wilting, and they will likely only be suitable for fodder. A high number 
of quelea birds attacks also reduced yields. Especially in Hiraan, many of the crops did not develop well.  

o In Lower Shabelle, planted area for maize was near average and higher than the Gu in 2014, in part due to 
moderate to heavy rains received between late March and early May. However, planted area for sorghum was 
below average, as households sought to minimize potential losses to quelea birds and increased planted area 
for sesame. There was almost no planting in the rainfed coastal areas of Lower Shabelle in Afgoye, Marka, and 
Barava Districts. In general, cereal crops are mostly performing normally, though an estimated quarter of the 
maize crop is growing more slowly due to moisture stress. In Wanlaweyne District, sorghum planted area was 
above average, but much of the sorghum was washed away by flash floods in April. These areas were largely 
replanted with maize, reducing sorghum planted area in this district and reducing the expected sorghum 
production. In addition, some of the standing sorghum crop has been consumed by quelea birds. Cash crops 
such as sesame and cowpeas are developing normally.  

o In Bay Region, planted area was unusually above-average for maize and for cash crops leading to less planted 
area for sorghum. In some parts of Baidoa, Dinsor, and Qansaxdhere Districts, late-planted crops are only at the 
vegetative stage and showing signs of moisture stress. However, recent Xagaa rains in July helped revive growth. 
With such low sorghum planted area, sorghum production will likely be below-average in July/August but likely 
above last year’s low Gu production. However, in Bakool Region, crops have not performed well in Rabdhurre 
District and western Xudur, but in the rest of the region, they are developed normally.  

o In Middle Shabelle, there were not coastal Xagaa rains in June. March to June Gu rains were erratically 
distributed across space and time in this area. Rainfed sorghum has not developed well, as a result. Average 
area was planted under Gu crops in agropastoral areas, and these areas typically contribute close to 40 percent 
of the region’s Gu cereals. However, the majority of the arable riverine land in Jowhar remains flooded and 
uncultivated. With very little cultivation occurring in riverine areas near Jowhar, labor demand for planting, 
weeding, and harvesting has been especially low, reducing incomes across the area. Flood-recession cultivation 
started in late June.  

o In the Cowpea Belt livelihood zone in the central regions, average area was planted under cowpeas and 
sorghum. The cowpea harvest is already underway, and it will likely be near average due to average amount of 
Gu rainfall and fairly evenly spatial distribution in this area during the cowpea crop’s establishment stage in April 
and May. 

 Staple food prices:  

o Sorghum and maize prices in June were largely stable compared to May. In the sorghum belt including Baidoa, 
retail locally produced red sorghum increased between six and 16 percent from January as the Deyr harvest was 
starting to June at the typical peak of the lean season. However, June prices were between 11 and 26 percent 
lower than last year and their five-year averages. The Shabelle Valley average maize price increased 22 percent 
from May to June, but in June, it was slightly lower than last year and the five-year average. The Juba Valley 
average maize prices are 11 and 21 percent lower than last year and their five-year averages, respectively. These 
lower maize prices are likely due to the Deyr off-season harvest entering markets as market feeder roads dried 
earlier than normal due to the early end of the Gu rains.  

o Imported commodity prices for the most consumed items such as rice, wheat flour, and sugar have remained 
largely stable since the beginning of 2015. However, in Bakool and Hiraan Regions, trade has been severely 
curtailed by the conflict, and imported commodity prices have risen. For example, the regional average price of 
imported rice increased by 33 percent from January to June. Road blocks, trade restrictions, and taxation 
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imposed on imported commodities entering Bakool and Hiraan by Al Shabaab and the national army have all 
contributed to higher prices in these areas. 

 Livestock prices:  

o In most markets in the central and northern regions, livestock prices are typical, and they are following the 
seasonal trend of decreasing following the end of Ramadan exports in May. However, prices are still generally 
higher than last year in Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed.  

o In the South, cattle prices are slightly lower than last year. For example in June, a local quality cattle sale in 
Afmadow in Lower Juba Region would sell for 10 percent less than last year. 

o Also in the South, local quality goat prices fell slightly more than usual. In Baidoa in Bay Region, a local quality 
goat in June was 21 percent less than last year. In Qoryoley in Lower Shabelle Region, while prices were not 
particularly low in June, the price never reached last year’s level during Ramadan when demand is higher. June 
goat prices were 18 percent less than last year in Sakow in Middle Juba. Some of the lower prices may be due 
to an increased number of goats on the market, attributed, in part, to households needing to sell goats to buy 
food as a result of limited cereal stocks from recent seasons. 

 Terms of Trade (ToT): Generally, the localquality goat to cereals ToT is mostly near average though they seasonally 
decreased in most areas in the country from May to June. Despite mostly typical ToT trends, in some regions such as 
Awdal, Bakool, Lower Juba, Middle Shabelle, and Woqooyi Galbeed, the ToT were either stable or increasing slightly. In 
Dinsor in Bay Region, a local quality goat could buy 204 kilograms (kg) of white sorghum in June compared to 242 kg in 
June 2014. Similarly in Qoryoley in Lower Shabelle, a local-quality goat could fetch 127 kg of white maize in June 2015 
compared to 199 kg in June 2014. Daily labor wages to local cereals ToT for both rural and urban day laborers in most 
areas remained stable or increased between 11 and 38 percent since January 2015. The highest increases were in Mudug 
Region. In Bakool, Bay, Gedo, Hiraan, and Lower Shabelle Regions, daily wage to cereals TOT declined 17 to 30 percent 
below last year. 

Food security outcomes in July deteriorated in some parts of the country, including: 

 Overall, in pastoral areas, poor households are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2) as households have some saleable 
animals, but they are still repaying debts.  

 Southern Agropastoral livelihood zone in Sakow in Middle Juba and Rabdhurre in Bakool: Poor households have no 
cereal stocks or green consumption as last three seasons had far below-average production with some households not 
harvesting at all. As a result, households need to purchase all of their food, but cereal prices in these areas are as high as 
they have been since September 2012. The average local-quality goat to white sorghum TOT have dropped 20, 25, and 
64 percent compared to January 2015, last year, and the five-year average, respectively. Milk availability is low as 
livestock are far from homesteads, and debt levels have increased to purchase food. Poor households are currently in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

 In Southern Agropastoral livelihood zone in Hiraan, three consecutive seasons of significantly below-average crop 
production have had a cumulative impact. Even this year, agricultural labor demand was considerably below average 
even during May and June when demand to work on Gu crops is typically high. Most planted crops did not reach maturity 
due to early cessation of the Gu rains. Conflict has led to high prices in markets, and humanitarian access is very limited. 
However, livestock have survived as they were migrated to neighboring Southern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone where 
pasture, browse, and water have been more available. Average reproduction and production levels of livestock were 
reported. Poor households are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

 Generally in Northwest Agropastoral livelihood zone in Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed, households do not have food 
stocks or access to any green crops to consume.  Gu yellow maize did not develop, and most long-cycle white sorghum 
seeds planted did not germinate. Other crops either wilted at the vegetative level or have had very slow growth due to 
moisture stress. Similarly, cash crops have not performed well, reducing incomes. Debt levels have increased as 
households purchase food on credit. Households are receiving some support from relatives, as kinship support is very 
prevalent in this area, helping mitigate further deterioration of food security. Poor households in Awdal region are 
currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). However, poor households in Woqooyi Galbeed are currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2) with 
some households already in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
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 In Middle Shabelle, maize price have been increasing since January 2015. The below-average Deyr harvest in 
February/March was followed by a resumption of flooding in April. With few agricultural labor opportunities in recent 
months, poor households have less income and food access. Even flood-recession cultivation has been delayed as some 
arable land in riverine areas remained flooded at the beginning of June. However, households have increased their 
consumption of fish and other wild foods. As livestock were migrated away from homesteads to wet-season grazing 
areas, milk supply in markets is low and milk prices are high. In riverine areas, even poor households purchase milk much 
of the year. Poor households in riverine Jowhar and flooded villages in Balad District are currently in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

 In urban areas where conflict has been most active, including Buloburte in Hiraan, and Wajid, Xudur, and Rabdhurre in 
Bakool, food security has improved as both the World Food Program (WFP) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
have been providing humanitarian assistance. However, trade restrictions are still effective at limiting much trade to the 
towns, and that has led to overall reduced levels of economic activities and of labor opportunities. Poor households are 
mainly in Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  

 

Assumptions  
 
The July to December 2015 most likely scenario is based on the following national-level assumptions: 

Climate:  

 The July to September Karan rains over northwest Somalia are likely to have a near-normal start and have average to 
below average amounts of rain. These rains will maintain average water and pasture conditions and support normal crop 
growth.  

 June to August Xagaa rains started mostly on time and are likely to have average to below-average cumulative rainfall in 
Lower and Middle Juba, Lower and Middle Shabelle, and Bay. These rains will likely support the standing crops and 
recently planted flood-recession crops in flood-affected areas in Middle and Lower Shabelle Regions. These rains will 
likely increase Gu off-season crop production and increase water availability. They will allow for additional regeneration 
of pasture.  

 As El Niño is likely to continue in late 2015, the October to December Deyr rains are likely to be average to above average 
in cumulative amount. There will be an increased risk for both river flooding and flash flooding in flood-prone areas. 

 Warmer than average land surface temperatures are forecast during the dry season through September.  

Crop production and agricultural labor:  

 The Gu cereal harvest will likely to be below average, including in Bay, Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, Bakool, Gedo, 
and Lower and Middle Juba Regions. The harvest will likely occur at the normal time in July and August.  

 An above-average Gu off-season harvest is expected in September. As some off-season planting is in areas at risk of river 
flooding once the likely above-average Deyr rains start, it is likely that some land may flood again before this harvest is 
finished. 

 Agricultural labor demand is likely to be average to above average from October to December in agropastoral areas due 
to the forecast average to above-average October to December Deyr rains.  

 Severe flooding is likely in many flood-prone riverine areas in the Shabelle and Juba Regions, thus land preparation, 
planting, and other labor-intensive activities are likely to be delayed. Agricultural labor demand in these areas thus may 
not increase until later in the year than normal. Above-average recession cultivation and off-season Deyr planting will 
likely start in late December and continue through March 2016.  

 Farmers in agropastoral areas of South-Central will likely increase total planted area under cereals between October and 
December to compensate for low supply from riverine areas due to flooding, low household cereal stocks from the likely 
below average Gu harvest in July/August, and as a response to higher prices for local cereals.  

Livestock:  

 With the early ending of the Gu rains followed by strong Xagaa winds, rangeland and water conditions are likely to 
continue to deteriorate faster than normal through September. Water trucking is likely to start earlier than usual and 
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occur more often than usual in several pastoral areas, including Northern Inland Pastoral and Hawd Pastoral livelihood 
zones. 

 Livestock body conditions in the parts of Awdal and Bari Regions where there was very little rain will likely weaken during 
July to September Xagaa dry season as grazing conditions will likely be poorer than usual. Being weaker and less healthy, 
when the projected average to above-average Deyr rains start in late September/early October, livestock mortality from 
hypothermia is likely at a higher rate than at the start of a more typical rainy season.  

 Camel and cattle milk availability will likely follow the seasonal trend, decreasing between July and September due to 
reduced pasture and water availability in some pastoral areas in the northern and central regions.  

 Cattle and camel milk availability will likely increase in the South due to the increased number of milking animals and the 
likely average availability of pasture and water in grazing areas during the July to September Xagaa season.  

 A medium to high rate of livestock conceptions is likely in November/December as a result of the projected above average 
Deyr rains.  

 Livestock prices are likely to rise between August and October due to increased export demand in preparation for the 
Hajj. However, prices are likely to seasonally decline from November through December.  

Markets and trade: 

 With likely below-average Gu cereal production, market supply is likely to be less than usual. Prices of locally produced 
grain though will likely decline slightly during the harvest in July and August, but they will sharply increase, especially in 
the deficit markets between September and December.  

 In the Northwest, local cereal prices will remain high until the Karan harvest in November enters markets.  

 In the markets affected by the trade restrictions and conflict, primarily in Bakool and Hiraan, both locally-produced and 
imported commodities will be less available than usual. Prices are likely to remain high while trade restrictions remain in 
place and while humanitarian assistance continues to be airlifted into the towns.  

 Rice prices are expected to remain stable due to ample global stocks and mostly stable prices in most surplus-producing 
countries. 

 As the monsoon winds blow over the Indian Ocean between now and September, the volume of food and diesel imports 
will decline due to smaller ships being unable to sail. Thus, there will be a seasonal reduction in the volume of imports of 
rice, wheat flour, vegetable oil, sugar, and diesel during these months. However, between October and December, 
imports are expected to increase, reducing prices of imported goods or stabilizing their prices. 

Humanitarian assistance: 

 Humanitarian access will likely shrink seasonally from October to December due to flooding and heavy rains likely 
preventing transportation on the feeder roads, which link rural settlements to towns. Increased humanitarian access in 
the South is not expected between now and December. 

Conflict: 

 The conflict between the government supported by the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) and Al Shabaab in 
South-Central is likely to continue to constrain trade and population movements and humanitarian access. The conflict 
is likely to result in increased displacement and loss of life and assets even compared to recent months. 

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
Despite the likely improvement of food security outcomes in most rural areas of the country, the population in Crisis and 
Emergency (IPC Phases 3 and 4) is expected increase from what was projected in February 2015. The number of areas in Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) will likely increase as will the number of households in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) between now and the end of 
December. Southern Agropastoral livelihood zone in Hiraan and Middle Juba, Rabdhurre District in Bakool, Northwest 
Agropastoral in Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed, and Riverine Gravity Irrigated Irrigation livelihood zone in Jowhar District in 
Middle Shabelle will be among the areas like to see further food security deterioration.  

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/somalia/food-security-outlook/january-2015
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Between October to December, with a likely average to above-average amount of Deyr rainfall, agricultural labor income will 
likely enable many poor households to acquire food, especially in the agropastoral areas where labor demand is expected to 
be high. However, in riverine areas, the projected heavy rains are likely to cause both flash and river floods, likely delaying 
cropping, spreading water-borne diseases, and increasing malnutrition prevalence. Riverine areas will enter the October to 
November minor lean season with very limited cereal stocks. As a result of delays to seasonal activities in riverine areas, 
significant improvements in food security from Crisis (IPC Phase 3) to Stressed (IPC Phase 2) are unlikely before December. 
Many riverine areas will likely not see improvements until after the Deyr off-season crops become available in March/April 
2016. 
 
The towns in Hiraan and Bakool Regions, where supplies into towns have been limited by conflict and trade restrictions, will 
remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) but only due to the humanitarian assistance being airlifted into the towns. However, the low 
purchasing power of laborers due to lack of demand for labor, combined with high food prices due to low supply means some 
towns may fall into Emergency (IPC Phase 4) between now and December. 
 
Most pastoral areas will likely remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2). Southern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone in Lower and Middle 
Juba will likely remain in Minimal (IPC Phase 1), having maintained good access to pasture and water. Pastoralists in these 
areas will likely access milk and income from their livestock. However, pastoralists in Guban Pastoral livelihood zone of the 
Northwest and some parts of the Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone of Bari Region will have reduced food access. 
These poor households will likely exhaust export- quality livestock during the Hajj exports through September, and they may 
start to sell productive animals to meet the costs of migration and water. Increased livestock sales will further reduce their 
livestock herd sizes, though these are near the herd levels found in household economy approach (HEA) baseline surveys . 
Income from livestock sales and livestock product sales will likely decline further from now to December as livestock body 
conditions deteriorate.  
 
In agropastoral areas in Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed, with almost no Gu maize, poor households are likely to remain in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in Awdal Region until the Karan harvest starts in November and they move into Stressed (IPC Phase 2). In 
Woqooyi Galbeed, with slightly more production thus far and good access to humanitarian assistance, households will likely 
remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) but only with the presence of humanitarian assistance through December.  
 

AREAS OF CONCERN 
 

Riverine Gravity Irrigation livelihood zone in Middle Shabelle  
 

Current Situation 
 
In late October 2014 during the Deyr rains, close to 70 percent of arable land was inundated by flood waters from the Shabelle 
River. This flooded land was not available to be used for Deyr crops, and many agricultural activities were delayed into the 
off-season. In Jowhar and Balad Districts, 1,100 metric tons (MT) of maize were harvested in March as part of the off-season 
harvest. This brought total Deyr and off-season maize production close to the five-year average for these two districts, but 
many households harvested neither main season nor off-season crops, as all of their land remained flooded or the waters did 
not recede in time for flood-recession cultivation. There were also considerable off-season harvests of cowpeas and sesame 
as cash crops. In July, households would usually have started consuming green Gu maize, as even with the off-season maize 
harvest in March and some income from cash crops, households have exhausted their Deyr stocks.  
 
In late March, the rains started around 10 days earlier than usual and were quite heavy when they started. Then in April, due 
to heavy rainfall both upriver in the Ethiopian highlands in the Shabelle River Basin within Somalia, the Shabelle River flooded 
again in these districts. Close to 7,000 ha of arable land were flooded. Both irrigated and lowland, rainfed areas in Lower and 
in Middle Shabelle were flooded. Close to 3,400 households were displaced in Lower and Middle Shabelle. Approximately 
6,600 ha had already been planted when flooding happened. This has drastically reduced the amount of land available for Gu 
cultivation. In the areas that were not flooded, crops were developing normally as of early May, but then, the rains ceased in 
mid-May, nearly a month earlier than normal. As a result, by June much of the standing crop was showing signs of water 
stress such as wilting. Households are now mainly purchasing on credit, at a time of year when usually households would use 
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income from harvest labor for purchases to supplement green consumption of maize. They are also increasing their 
consumption of fish and other wild foods, as there was enough rain and large flooded areas, allowing households to expand 
wild food collection above typical levels. Due to the flooding, households did not do much agricultural labor during the Gu 
cultivation from April to May. However, in recent weeks flood-recession cultivation has been taking place, leading to some 
agricultural labor opportunities and a very small increase in rural daily wage rates.  
 
Cattle milk supply is unseasonably low, as livestock remain out-migrated away from riverine areas due to the presence of 
harmful insects such as tsetse flies after the floods. In Jowhar, the price for a liter of cattle milk increased 40 percent from 
May to June. Milk in June was 40 and 22 percent higher than last year and the five-year average, respectively. The price of 
camel milk in Jowhar town, a substitute for cattle milk in rural areas of this region, was 9 and 40 percent higher than June 
2014 and the five-year average, respectively. This is the result of low milk supply as some roads remain inaccessible due to 
the floods along with increased milk demand during Ramadan.  
 
Agricultural labor wage rates in rural riverine areas have continued to decline since April. In June, the agricultural labor wage 
rate for a day of work in Walamoy village was 17 percent lower than last year. However, in Jowhar town, the June urban 
casual daily labor wage rate was 10 percent higher than last year. The agricultural labor daily wage rate to white maize terms 
of trade (TOT) in Walamoy decreased 17 percent from May to June and was 25 percent higher than the five-year average. 
This decrease is due to decreased agricultural labor rates as a result of low labor demand due to flooding. Sustained, high 
maize prices have also played a role. The price of a kilogram of white maize in Jowhar rose 24 percent from January to June, 
but the June price was 13 percent lower than last year. Overall, national below-average Deyr plus off-season production, 
along with disruptions to the local harvest and to transportation due to the floods likely drove the white maize price up.  
 
Imported food prices are stable and following the seasonal trend in Jowhar. Sugar and wheat flour prices are 24 and 20 
percent lower than their five-year averages, respectively. The lower prices may be due to reduced demand as poor 
households have limited cash income from labor and cash crop sales to buy imported staple foods.  
 
Access to humanitarian assistance in rural Middle Shabelle Region still remains challenging. However, non-food assistance 
and some food aid distributions have occurred in riverine towns and villages, specifically Balad and Jowhar towns and 
nearby villages. 
 
Poor households are primarily getting food through credit purchases and from social support. The poor in this area typically 
do not have small ruminants, unlike most rural areas in Somalia, so most poor households have few if any assets to sell. With 
rather limited ability to cope and no green consumption, poor households currently have a food consumption gap and are in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  
 

Assumptions 
 
In addition to the national assumptions described above, the following assumption has been made about Riverine Gravity 
Irrigated livelihood zone in Middle Shabelle Region: 

 Households are likely to continue fishing for food in swamps, the Shabelle River, and flooded land. In these areas, they 
will also collect water lilies and wild vegetables for consumption through December 2015. With additional floods likely, 
availability of these should be above-average.  

 Milk supply on markets will likely to follow the seasonal increasing trend during the July to September Xagaa dry season 
as livestock are returned to riverine areas. Fair to good pasture conditions, and average to slightly above-average water 
availability should draw in-migration, especially by the end of the dry season. After that, milk supply will seasonally 
decrease, as livestock are out-migrated to wet-season grazing areas. 

 The Gu off-season harvest is unlikely to start until September/October, so supplies of cereal stocks held at households 
and in markets will remain low through September 2015. Local cereal prices likely to sharply increases in July, but they 
will start to decline as the Gu cereals from agropastoral areas enters the market in August. They will likely increase again 
due to likely flooding during the Deyr rains from October to December. 
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Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
During recession cultivation from July to September, there will be some agricultural labor demand for both planting and later 
weeding for the off-season. However, overall, there will be less agricultural labor demand than usual, due to the reduced 
area of Gu crops and likely below-average harvest from July to September. Poor households will have some, but less income 
than typical from agricultural labor for this time of year. They are also unlikely to have cash crops or cereals to sell before 
September. Social support from better-off households will be unable to expand much, as these households will have less 
income from crop sales than usual. Even access to food through purchases on credit will significantly decline as traders are 
unable to supply enough credit to all of their customers. As local cereal prices rise in July, the purchasing power of the poor 
will decline.  
 
Milk access will increase as livestock are moved back to or closer to riverine areas as pasture and water will be more available 
than in agropastoral or pastoral areas during the July to September dry season. Riverine households will also fish and gather 
wild foods more than usual for this time of year to supplement their consumption. With many areas still flooded, the risk of 
water-borne diseases will remain high, possibly increasing malnutrition prevalence during outbreaks. Locally-produced cereal 
prices decline as the harvest from agropastoral areas reaches markets in riverine areas.  
 
Once the rains start in late September/early October, there is a strong chance that the Shabelle River will once again flood. 
In addition to the immediate damage to dwellings, loss of assets, and potential temporary displacement, land preparation, 
planting, and weeding will be stopped in the flooded areas. This will reduce incomes for the poor who typically do agricultural 
labor at this time, and it may also wipe out stocks form the off-season held by households. Prices are likely to rise again as 
floods make some trade routes inaccessible and cut off feeder roads to some village markets from the towns. With few, if 
any, stocks left from the off-season harvest and little income, plus prices rising again, households will become more food 
insecure. The number of households in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) is likely to rise as the effects of flooding from the current and 
previous seasons are compounded into more debts and less income. This livelihood zone is likely to remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 
3), but a significant number of household may fall into Emergency (IPC Phase 4) while being displaced or otherwise affected 
during the floods. Off-season and flood-recession cultivation may not begin in full until late December or early January with 
a significant increase in food access likely delayed until March 2016. 
 

Northwest Agropastoral livelihood zone in Awdal and Woqooyi Galbeed Regions 
 

Current Situation 
 
Last year, Karan cereal production in October/November 2014 in this livelihood zone was 46,350 MT, around 25 percent 
below the 2010-to-2013 average. The harvest was followed by a warmer and drier than normal January to March Jilaal dry 
season. While the rains started on time in late March/early April, there was very little rain again until late May/early June, 
and overall, the March to May Gu rainfall was below average. Water sources were not refilled, and pasture did not fully 
regenerate. Area planted was well below average, and some of the planted short-cycle crops did not germinate. Due to the 
long dry period in the middle of the rains, the short-cycle maize wilted due to the discontinuity of rains. Production will likely 
be significantly below average as very little maize has reached maturity, and the harvest is usually in July. Household will have 
almost no stocks from the harvest. By late April, the dryness caused lower demand for agricultural labor. Livestock have been 
migrated to Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone, but they are not close enough to settlements to provide milk. Local cereal prices 
are very high. Sorghum supply from Bay and from Ethiopia is low as in neither area has recent production reached markets 
yet. While poor households typically purchase all their food from purchases during the April to June lean season, they started 
earlier this year due to last year’s below-average harvest. With little green or dry consumption right now, they are still needing 
to purchase all or almost all of their food from markets. 
 
While grazing conditions are poor locally, livestock body conditions have been preserved by the migration, and demand for 
Ramadan was high. As a result, livestock prices in June were higher than last year and were seasonally increasing. The average 
local-quality goat price in June was 10, nine, and 25 percent higher than January, last year, and the five-year average, 
respectively. Local cereal prices increased from April to June, in anticipation of the lack of the Gu harvest in markets. For 
example, the retail price for a kg of white sorghum in Borama rose 9 percent from May to June, and the June price was 38 
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percent above last year. Imported commodity prices, particularly for rice, increased slightly from May to June likely due to 
changes in the Somaliland shilling (SLS) to U.S. dollar (USD) exchange rate, which reached the highest since April 2004 due to 
reduced USD supply as trade with  Yemen has largely ceased due to the conflict. The June rice price in Borama had risen 7 
since May. However, as livestock prices have increased faster than staple food prices, local-quality goat to white sorghum 
terms of trade (ToT) rose slightly from May to June. However, the June average ToT were four and eight percent lower than 
June 2014 and the five-year average, respectively. The average agricultural labor wage rates of Adaadley and Boodhley, two 
monitored rural markets, in June were 28 percent higher than last year, and the June average day of agricultural labor yields 
enough to purchase 10 kg of white sorghum. This significant increase is attributed the start of the June to September Karan 
rains and associated demand for labor for land preparation and planting.  
 
Debts: Poor households had debts estimated to be around USD 90 to 100 in January 2015, and in June they had remained 
similar at around USD 80 to 100.   
 
Humanitarian assistance: With the support of international humanitarian agencies and donors, the Somaliland authorities 
are providing basic health and education services in this area. Maternal and child care clinics are also receiving both food and 
medicine to help curb malnutrition rates.  
 
Nutrition: In December 2014, FSNAU and partners conducted a Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and 
Transition (SMART) survey in this livelihood zone in which the prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) was 4.8 percent 
(with a 95 percent confidence interval of 2.8 to 8.2 percent), which was classified as “acceptable” using FSNAU’s nutrition 
classification scale. However, levels of acute malnutrition were projected to deteriorate to Alert, defined as being greater 
than five percent prevalence of GAM, through June, and they have likely risen as households exhausted stocks earlier than 
usual due to the below-average harvest last year. 
 
This area is currently Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 
 

Assumptions 
 
In addition to the national assumptions described above, the following assumption has been made about Northwest 
Agropastoral livelihood zone: 

 Poor households will likely increase livestock sales to meet food and essential non-food needs and to repay debts from 
July to September. This will further reduce herd sizes. 

 Cereal prices are like to unseasonally rise through late October when the Karan harvest starts. As those crops become 
available to markets, prices will likely decrease through December. 

 A moderately below-average Karan crop harvest is likely in October/November due to the forecast average to below-
average Karan rains. 

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 
 
Between July and September, food security will likely deteriorate as households lack food or income from the Gu harvest and 
need to buy food while local cereal prices further increase. As households run through income from livestock and livestock 
product sales, they will eventually turn to purchasing food on credit. While households will still have some income from 
agricultural labor and livestock and milk sales, the cost of high locally-produced and imported staple foods, along with the 
need to repay some debts in order to keep lines of credit open, poor households may be unable to purchase adequate 
quantities of food. Poor households are unlikely to receive zakat from better-off households during the Gu maize harvest in 
July/August as the harvest will be so small. Northwest Agropastoral livelihood zone in Awdal Region will likely deteriorate to 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3). However, this livelihood zone in Woqooyi Galbeed Region will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) as poor 
households are likely to receive help through traditional kinship support, which is very strong in this area. However, some 
poor households in Woqooyi Galbeed will move into Crisis (IPC Phase 3).  
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In October and November, the Karan harvest will occur. Agricultural labor demand will likely rise. Households will also gain 
some income from cash crop sales and short-cycle sorghum sales. Locally-produced cereal prices will likely decline as the 
Karan harvest enters markets. Milk prices will decline as camel milk supply increases, the result of livestock being returned 
to graze on the residues. As a result of these factors, all areas will improve to Stressed (IPC Phase 2). 
 

EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 
 
Table 1: Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming six months. Learn more here. 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Riverine Gravity 
Irrigation 
livelihood zone in 
Middle Shabelle 

Very high above-average 
October to December Deyr 
rains  
 

With even more area likely to flood, all sources of food and income 
are likely to be reduced by flooding. Poor households and even 
some middle-income households could enter Emergency (IPC Phase 
4) with few options for coping, no access to labor markets, and an 
extreme curtailment of trade.  

Riverine Gravity 
Irrigation 
livelihood zone in 
Middle Shabelle 

Well below-average October 
to December Deyr rains  

Dry conditions would likely lead to a very small harvest, low labor 
demand, and rising cereal prices.  During droughts, irrigation water 
from the Shabelle River declines precipitously, making much of the 
arable land unable to support maize. Some poor households may 
enter Emergency (IPC Phase 4).  

Northwest 
Agropastoral 
livelihood zone in 
Awdal and 
Woqooyi 
Galbeed 

Well below-average June to 
September Karan rainfall 

With the second insubstantial harvest this year in 
October/November, households would have few sources of income 
left, and staple food prices would likely to continue to rise. As 
households became unable to access food on credit, they would 
reduce their consumption. As they exhaust their ability to cope, poor 
households could move into Emergency (IPC phase 4). 
 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development

