
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Over 620,000 people 

displaced since November 

2016 

 Humanitarian situation 

continues to worsen 

 Humanitarian partners scale-

up response 

FIGURES 
# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency  
and crisis 

          
 2.9m 

# of  people  
in food security 
stress 

 3.3m 

 

# of acutely       363,000 
malnourished  
children under age 5  

Source: www.fsnau.org 
(February 2017) 

# of internally 
displaced people 
before 
November 2016 

1.1m 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
Horn of Africa 
and Yemen 

              
1.2m 

Source: UNHCR 

Humani tar ian  Appeal  

FUNDING 

825 million  
requested for Jan-June 
2017 (US$) for prevention of 
famine 

 
$623 million  
Total humanitarian funding 
received for Somalia  

(reflects reported funding on 
FTS as of 29 April 2017) 
Source: http://fts.unocha.org 

 

Humanitarian situation continues to worsen 
The humanitarian situation 
continues to deteriorate and 
the possibility of famine in 
2017 persists. Displacement 
continued to spike with more 
than 620,000 people having 
left their homes due to 
drought since November 
2016. Nearly 7,000 people 
have crossed into 
neighboring Ethiopia and 
Kenya. Major disease 
outbreaks are spreading, 
with nearly 32,000 cases of 
AWD/Cholera and 5,600 
suspected cases of measles 
since the beginning of the 
year. Acute malnutrition is 
increasing in most parts of 
the country, increasing the 
risk of diseases.  
 
Rains have started in Somaliland, western parts of Puntland, Bari and Nugaal regions, 
while Lower Juba, Lower Shabelle and the coastal areas of Galgaduud and Mudug have 
remained dry, according to SWALIM. There is now possibility of an El Nino occurring 
towards the end of the year. 
 
Drought-related displacements to urban centres have slowed down land preparation 
activities ahead of the rainy season in agropastoral areas of Bay, Bakool, Hiraan, Gedo, 
Middle Juba and riverine areas of Shabelle. In drought affected areas in northern and 
central regions, rural pastoralists have resorted to expensive livestock supplementary 
feeding, according to the FAO-managed Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit.  

Famine prevention efforts scaled up 

Humanitarian partners massively scaled up response in the first quarter of 2017 and 
reached millions of people with life-saving food, water, nutritional and health services as 

The humanitarian situation in Somalia continues to deteriorate. Photo: Giles 
Clarke/Getty/OCHA 

Access to clean and safe water needed to stem 
AWD/cholera outbreaks. Photo Credit: Giles Clarke for 
Getty/OCHA 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
April 2017 | Issued on 4 May 2017 

In this issue
Humanitarian situation worsens P.1

AWD/cholera, measles outbreak P.2

Drought-induced displacements P.4

        Access, protection of civilians     P.4 



Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin | 2 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

well as shelter, non-food 
items, protection services 
and livelihood protection 
throughout the country in 
collaboration with Federal 
and local authorities.  
 
Unprecedented levels of 
funding for humanitarian 
action have been 
contributed for Somalia this 
year. Donors have been 
quick with their contributions 
for a scale-up of response 
and over $600 million has 
been made available or 
pledged for humanitarian 
response since January.  This has enabled operational agencies to rapidly reach millions 
of Somalis with safe water, food and medical assistance. Cash and vouchers are safe-
guarding more than 1.5 million of the 3 million most vulnerable people in emergency and 
crisis phases. More than 1.2 million people have been reached since the beginning of the 
year with safe water. More than 1.7 million were provided with improved access to food in 
March alone. A significant scale-up of nutrition services has taken place, with 332,000 
children and women treated in March alone, out of whom 69,000 are children under five 
who were severely malnourished and far more vulnerable than any other group.  
 
To stem the large-scale outbreak of Acute Watery Diarrhoea/Cholera, joint rapid response 
teams with expertise in health, water, sanitation and nutrition are deployed in some of the 
most hard-to-reach areas, supporting local responders in treating the sick and preventing 
further spreading of the disease. These services are increasingly being integrated to gain 
maximum impact. Since the beginning of the year, 600,000 people have benefitted from 
hygiene promotion activities and 430,620 people (of the 600,000) have received hygiene 
kits. The response activities are targeting the affected villages, displacement settlements, 
schools, health facilities and nutrition centres. WASH partners on the ground have 
emphasized the importance of social mobilization to sensitize the communities on the 
importance of hygiene and sanitation. Continuous scale up of additional latrines is also 
considered a priority to curb the outbreak in the most affected locations. Some 500 new 
latrines have been constructed in 26 new displacement settlements in Baidoa town, 40 
latrines out of which have been constructed for cholera treatment facilities and 24 cholera 
treatment facilities were supported for infection control, including 3 in Gedo and 16 in Bay 
and Bakool regions.  
 
To protect livelihoods and keep families together and mitigate displacement, assistance is 
being prioritized close to people’s homes through a so-called hubs and spokes approach. 
At the same time, assistance is being scaled up in priority urban centers such as Baidoa 
and Mogadishu, where people from rural areas are arriving in large numbers in search of 
food, water and life-saving medical assistance. Close to 100,000 of the newly displaced 
have received emergency shelter and packages with basic necessities. To prevent and 
address rising numbers of gender based violence and other protection violations among 
the most vulnerable, including children and women, close to 50,000 people are being 
reached with protection services per month.  
 
The UN Humanitarian Air Service is airlifting an average of 60 MT per month of life-saving 
humanitarian cargo on behalf of UN agencies, NGOs and Government to the hardest hit 
regions, such as Bay, Bakool, Gedo, Hiraan and Nugal. Humanitarian logistics partners are 
also providing transport of humanitarian cargo by sea to partner agencies, as well as road 
transport cargo, when security situations and access permit. 
 
Some 230,000 people, mainly in Somalia’s southern regions in IPC Phase 4 (Emergency), 
are receiving seed vouchers for Gu planting and cash vouchers for 3 months – equivalent 
to the duration of a planting season. Already, close to 60 per cent of those have collected 
the cash and 65 per cent have redeemed seeds to produce sorghum or maize (a main 

Humanitarian partners have scaled up life-saving assistance in Somalia. Photo: 
Giles Clarke/Getty/OCHA 
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BASELINE 
Population 

(UNFPA 2014) 
12.3m 

GDP per capita 
(Somalia Human 

Development 
Report 2012) 

        $284 

% pop living on 
less than 

US$1.9 per day 
(World Bank 2016) 

         52% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 

2011) 

        51 years 

  

  

% population 
using improved 
drinking water 

sources 
(UNDP 2009) 

30% 

 

CLUSTERS 

Lead and co-lead organizations 

Education UNICEF 
Save the 
Children 

 

Food security FAO/WFP 

Health WHO 
SC 

International 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
WVI 

Protection UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter/NFIs UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, sanitation 
& hygiene 

UNICEF 
 

 
 

 

staple), cowpea (a main source of protein among rural poor) and assorted vegetables. In 
the event of good rains, each family will be able to produce enough to feed themselves and 
two additional families for a year, based on conservative estimates. A further 120,000 
people have received $4.3 million through cash-for-work, while bringing benefits to their 
community, such as repaired irrigation canals that can boost maize production by around 
80 per cent and water catchments able to store water for 207,000 animals for an entire dry 
season. A second round of cash-for-work initiative has begun, directly benefitting additional 
136,000 people across Somalia. Around 20 per cent are receiving the cash unconditionally 
as they are unable to participate in work, including disabled people, the elderly and 
pregnant women. More than 6.7 million animals have been treated against common 
diseases in the last month and 5.4 million litres of water reached 90 sites in Puntland so far 
in April, providing enough water for 180,000 animals per day.  
 
With many pastoralists depending on their livestock for survival, women and small children 
are of pastoralists families are increasingly seeking refuge in displacement settlements, 
while men and older boys move with the herd in search of pasture and water. Livestock is 
their direct source of food, income and trade. FAO and partners are targeting a total of 8 
million animals by the end of April for treatment.  
 
While the scale-up has been significant from January through April, the overall targets have 
not been met and there are millions of people in need who have not yet received 
assistance, including in accessible areas. Further scale-up is therefore urgently required in 
the coming months across all clusters.  
 

AWD/cholera remains of serious concern 
Outbreak of measles adds to disease burden  

An outbreak of AWD/cholera 
continues to spread across 
Somalia, in part due to 
widespread water shortages, food 
insecurity and displacement that 
have stretched sanitation facilities 
beyond their capacity. Nearly 
32,000 AWD/cholera cases and 
618 related deaths have been 
reported since the start of 2017. 
The AWD/cholera outbreak is 
affecting 13 out of 18 regions. 
Most cases were reported from 
Banadir, Togdheer, Lower 
Shabelle, Hiraan, Sool, Mudug 
and Lower Jubba regions. 
Reporting and verification in 
places such as Middle Juba have 
been hampered by access 
challenges. The current mass 
population displacement as a 
result of droughts is worsening the situation. The onset of the rainy season risks 
exacerbating the situation further in the hotspots and along the riverine areas. Bay and 
Bakool regions continue to bear the brunt of the outbreak. The case fatality rate in Somalia 
is 1.9 per cent.  
 
Meanwhile, an outbreak of suspected measles has added to the burden of disease in 
Somalia. Almost 5,700 suspected cases of the disease have been reported since the start 
of 2017, more than the total number of cases in 2016. Measles, a viral respiratory infection 
that spreads through air and contact with infected mucus and saliva, thrives in congested, 
unsanitary displacement settlements which have multiplied across the country as people 
flee drought. During the 2011 famine, measles, combined with malnutrition and poor living 
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conditions in displacement settlements, contributed to high mortality levels among children, 
who accounted for half of the reported 260,000 casualties. According to UNICEF, a child 
suffering from severe acute malnutrition is nine times more likely to die from a disease like 
measles than a healthy child. Measles can only be prevented through immunization, and 
once sick, it is only possible to treat the symptoms, which include fever, cough, rashes and 
muscle aches. 

Partners ramp efforts to contain AWD/cholera and measles  

Humanitarian partners together with AWD/cholera Taskforce have continued to scale up 
response to contain the outbreak of AWD/cholera. The campaigns are targeting the 
affected villages, displacement settlements, schools, health facilities and nutrition centers. 
On 18 April, WHO and the Federal Ministry of Health (MoH) launched the second round of 
the oral cholera vaccination (OCV) campaign for drought-affected populations in at-risk 
communities in Banadir, Belet Weyne and Lower Jubba. The campaign saw some 450,000 
beneficiaries receive a second dose of the oral cholera vaccine. Partners have deployed 
10 additional rapid response teams to South West State, Jubbaland and Banadir to help 
provide integrated life-saving services. In April alone, four Cholera Treatment Centres 
(CTCs) and eight Cholera Treatment Units (CTUs) were opened in various regions of the 
country. In the same period, eight Diarrhoeal Disease Kits (DDK) and 150 cholera beds 
were distributed to cholera treatment facilities in affected regions. In addition, health 
partners have recruited additional medical staff, dispatched tents, medicines and 
emergency mobile teams to respond AWD/cholera cases especially in Puntland and 
Somaliland. WHO will distribute 170 basic and four supplementary Inter-Agency 
Emergency Health Kits currently at WHO central warehouse in Mogadishu to health 
partners and MoH for scale up of drought response and outbreaks. Similar distribution of 
100 basic units and 177 cartons of assorted medical supplies were made in March.  

Meanwhile, UNICEF, WHO and the Federal Ministry of Health launched a measles 
vaccination campaign to contain the outbreak. The vaccination campaign is targeting about 
110,000 displaced children under age 5 in hotspots across southern and central Somalia, 
plus 250,000 children in Somaliland, against the deadly contagious disease, by the end of 
May. Beneficiaries will also get a vitamin A supplement to boost immunity as well as de-
worming tablets. Some 30,000 children will be vaccinated in Baidoa alone.  

Drought-induced displacements unrelenting 
Massive drought-related displacement 
continues across Somalia, with most of the 
displaced people moving from rural to urban 
areas or other rural areas where they anticipate 
to receive aid. Over 620,000 people have been 
displaced since November 2016 as a result of 
drought, based on figures from the UNHCR-led 
Protection and Return Monitoring Network. 
More than 127,000 have been displaced to 
Baidoa since November 2017.  
 

Cross border displacements to Ethiopia and 
Dadaab in Kenya continue to be reported. An 
estimated 2,000 Somalis have crossed the 
border into Dadaab camp in recent months, 
according to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. As of 7 April, 
some 4,768 Somalis had crossed into Ethiopia 
since the start of 2017, according to UNHCR. 
Over 80 per cent of them are women and children. Those who are crossing into Ethiopia 
are mainly from Bay, Gedo and Middle Juba regions. 

 

Over 620,000 people 
have been internally 
displaced since 
November 2016. 
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Access challenges on the rise  
Humanitarian organizations and civilians continue to experience challenging access 
constraints, including safety and security concerns as well as road access challenges, 
particularly along major access roads in southern and central Somalia. With operations 
being scaled up significantly throughout the country, the number of violent incidents against 
humanitarian personnel and assets also increased in April 2017, especially in hard-to-reach 
areas. In April 2017 more than 30 violent incidents affected humanitarian organisations. 
This is a steep increase compared to the 35 incidents that were recorded during the first 
three months of the year. As of 27 April, 13 humanitarian workers had been abducted by 
non-state armed actors during the month of April, the highest number recorded in one 
month since the 2011 famine response. The affected personnel are all frontline responders.  
   

Incidents of rowdy crowds and looting during aid distributions have also been on the 
increase. In 2017 so far, a total of 19 such incidents have been reported that have 
accounted for the death of 12 and injury of 13 people at aid distribution sites. The recorded 
incidents occurred in Borama and Zeylac in Awdal, Baidoa, Bur Hakaba and Dinsoor in 
Bay, Belet Weyne in Hiraan, Hobyo in Mudug, Kismayo in Lower Juba, Mogadishu, Burco 
in Togdgeer and Laas Canood and Xudun in Sool. The numbers of armed violent incidents 
being reported are increasing compared with what was reported during the 2011 famine 
response. During the last week of April alone six incidents led to the death of 11 internally 
displaced people including an expectant mother and injury of 11  others in Bur Hakaba and 
Dinsoor in Bay, Belet Weyne in Hiraan, Kismayo in Lower Juba and Mogadishu. Follow up 
discussions have been initiated by humanitarian partners with the authorities and 
concerned actors to put in place preventive  measures and enable better crowd control. 
The recommended measures include ensuring the selection of secure distribution points, 
community buy-in and acceptance, working closely with the authorities, and developing a 
security management plan and adequately briefing the security personnel prior to the 
distribution exercise to ensure civilians are protected.   

Humanitarians also continue to engage with the authorities to address road access 
challenges.The majority of the 42 districts in southern and central Somalia continue to 
experience moderate to high movement restrictions linked to road blockades, active 
hostilities and extortions at checkpoints. The most affected routes continue to be the 
Mogadishu–Baidoa–Dollow, Mogadishu–Afgooye–Marka–Barawe–Kismayo and 
Mogadishu–Balcad–Jowhar–Belet Weyne–Galkacyo main access routes.  

Increased challenges have also been reported along the Mogadishu–Baidoa–Dollow road 
and some of the access roads in central Somalia. It is estimated that over 40 static ‘illegal 
taxation’ checkpoints have been set up along the Mogadishu-Baidoa-Dollow access road. 
The Afgooye–Wanla Weyne sections in Lower Shabelle have been particularly affected. 
Cases of other forms of human rights violations including rape, physical assault and 
robbery of valuables from passengers have been recorded. On 13 April, over 60 trucks 
were stranded between Afgooye and Leego towns for over a week after the local authorities 
demanded high amounts of unjustified extortions. A similar incident involving over 30 trucks 
carrying supplies from Bossaso port to areas in southern Somalia happened in Galkaacyo 
south in the previous week.  

Adding to delivery delays, the high extortions also translate into high operational costs for 
humanitarian organizations and high prices of consumer goods for civilians living in these 
areas, further compounding the impact of the current drought in hard-to-reach areas. 
Drought affected communities in parts of Bay, Bakool and Gedo region rely heavily on food 
commodity supplies from the local markets. In Wajid, Bakool region, non-state armed 
actors have maintained their ban on locals from transporting food into Wajid from other 
surrounding villages and districts. 

Protection a concern as drought related displacements grow  

With more than 620,000 people displaced from their homes due to drought, serious 
concerns are raised by humanitarian partners over increased reports of gender-based 
violence and other protection violations, including abduction of children and other grave 
violations against children. Cases of gender-based violence are frequently reported to have 
been perpetrated while traveling or crossing illegal checkpoints to the cities in search of 
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aid. The lack of protective shelter, safe water and sanitation facilities as well as other basic 
needs in the displacement settlements further increase the exposure of the most vulnerable 
to protection risks. The influx, particularly in and around Mogadishu and Baidoa, is 
overwhelming providers of services for GBV victims and further scale-up of services are 
urgently required.  
 

For further information, contact: 
Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. + 252-616-548-007 
Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-731-043156  
 Abas Abdi, Public Information Officer, Mohamud3@un.org, +252619150457   
Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org ,Tel. +254-734-800120 


