
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women and children lining up to be screened for malnutrition at one of 
WFP’s five special nutrition centres in Kismayo. Credit: WFP/David Orr  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 People in food security crisis 

reduced by half, but gains 

could reverse without 

humanitarian support. 

 The Government of Somalia 

plans to relocate internally 

displaced people from centre 

of Mogadishu.  

 Aid workers visit and deliver 

aid in areas where access 

has been limited.  

 

FIGURES 

# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency and 
crisis 

   1.05m 

# of people in 
stress 

   1.67m 

 

# of acutely              215,000 
malnourished  
children under five  

Source: www.fsnau.org 
(February-June projection) 
 

# of internally 
displaced people  

     1.1m 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
Horn of Africa 
and Yemen 

        1m 

Source: UNHCR 

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING 

1.3 billion  
requested for 2013 (US$) 

 1%  

    (reported as of 6 Feb 2013) 

Source: Financial Tracking     
Service 

 

 

Data confirms food security improvement  
Despite gains, situation remains fragile with 1 million people still in crisis 

The number of people in food security crisis, unable to meet basic food needs without 
assistance, reduced by half in the past six months to 1 million, according to the latest data 
released by the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU), led by the UN’s Food 
and Agriculture Organization, and the Famine Early Warning Systems Network. However, 
the humanitarian situation remains fragile. An additional 1.7 million people who emerged 
from crisis in the past year are in a stressed food security situation, at risk of falling back 
into crisis without continued support to meet basic needs and build up their livelihoods.  

The acting Humanitarian Coordinator stated that aid workers need to continue helping 
people who have lost everything to get back into a productive life so that they can cope 
with future shocks, thereby lessening their dependence on aid.   

The improvements in food security are due to humanitarian support, improved food 
stocks at the household and market levels from the January 2013 harvest, sustained high 
livestock prices, and improved milk availability during the October to December Deyr 
rainy season across many pastoral areas. During the famine in the second half of 2011, 4 
million people were in crisis. The 1 million people in crisis represent about 14 per cent of 
the population. At present, none are facing famine conditions.  

The lay term “crisis” encompasses phases 3 to 5 or crisis, emergency and famine, respectively, in the five-phase classification 
system of the severity and magnitude of food insecurity. 

Several areas remain in crisis 

Most parts of Somalia are currently classified as “stressed” or in phase two of food 
insecurity, which means that at least one in five households can meet minimum food 
needs, but are unable to cover some essential non-food needs and have reduced ability 
to invest in livelihoods. However, areas and groups still in food insecurity crisis include: 

 Pastoralists in the northwestern costal area of the Gulf of Aden who have 
struggled with poor rains and pasture conditions, low water availability, and diminished 
self-employment opportunities for the past three years. Other pastoralists throughout 
Somalia continued to struggle with limited access to food and other necessities. 

 Sheep pastoralists in the coastal areas of central Somalia who could not improve 
their reduced herds as grazing areas failed to improve in the last season. 

 Households in agro-pastoral areas of the Jamame district of Lower Juba region 
that lost maize due to multiple dry spells during the October-December rains.  

 Internally displaced people, 615,000 of the 1.1 million displaced people are in food 
security crisis with those living in settlements worst off.  

Malnutrition rates remain stubbornly high despite gains 

About 215,000 children under five are acutely malnourished, two-thirds of them in 
southern Somalia. While this is a reduction of 21,000 since August, the ratio of one in 
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BASELINE 

Population   
(UNDP, 2005) 

7.5m 

GDP per capita 
(UN statistics 
division) 

    $220 

% pop living on 
less than US$1 
per day 
(UNDP/World 
Bank 2002) 

             43% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 
2011) 

  51 years 

% population 
using improved 
drinking water 
sources (UNDP 
2009) 

          30% 

 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead/Co-lead organization 

Education UNICEF 
SC-Alliance 

Food security FAO/WFP 
WOCCA/RAWA 

Health WHO 
Merlin 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
DIAL 

Protection  UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, 
sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
Oxfam GB 

 

New and old temporary shelters at Zona K site for displaced people on 
the outskirts of the capital Mogadishu. Credit: OCHA/Jean-Se Munie  

seven children malnourished remains among the highest in the world. The main reasons 
for the improvement in the nutrition situation are the increased access to milk and health 
and nutrition support. However, large numbers of children have limited access to health 
care and clean water. 

Trends in estimated proportion of acutely malnourished children under five years 
 

National level (1.5m U5 children) August 2011 January 2012 August 2012 January 2013 

Acutely malnourished 450,000 (30%) 323,000 (22%) 236,000 (16%) 215,000 (14.5%) 

Severely malnourished 190,000 (13%) 93,000 (6%) 54,000 (3.5%) 46,000 (3.1%) 
 

Source: FSNAU. Nutrition surveys conducted: 60 (Aug’11), 60 (Jan’11), 46 (Aug’12), and 42 (Jan’13). Median global acute 
malnutrition levels (2001-2011) of season used to estimate numbers acutely malnourished where surveys are not conducted. 
The total acutely malnourished children under five include the severely malnourished. 

Government plans to relocate displaced people 
Humanitarian actors asked to help ensure the relocation is successful  

The Government of Somalia in January announced it would relocate hundreds of 
thousands of internally displaced people (IDPs) living in sites throughout Mogadishu to 
three sites outside the city centre. The sites are Jazeera in Wadajir district, 77 Camp in 
Daynille district (where settlements already exist), and Gubadleey in Huriwa district. At a 
January meeting with UN humanitarian agencies and other international stakeholders, the 
authorities stressed that people being relocated would be given the choice to return to 
their place of origin or resettle in one of the new sites. Security issues associated with the 
settlements and humanitarian concerns were cited as key reasons for the relocations. 
The assistance of humanitarians was requested to implement the initiative in six steps, 
some of which would be conducted simultaneously: identify stakeholders and clarify roles; 
identify, register and profile the displaced; plan the sites and set up infrastructure; begin 
service delivery; provide initial rations; and, transport people to the sites.  

The Government formed a task force to discuss technical issues related to the relocations 
that involve concerned ministries. Humanitarians support voluntary returns that preserve 
the dignity and safety of the displaced people. They have consistently called on the 
Government to ensure any settlement closures and associated evictions are done in 
accordance with established standards, such as adequate information and due notice, as 
well as the provision of alternative services and places to live or compensation.  

In the past six months, humanitarian 
actors have improved services for 
many of the over 250,000 displaced 
people living in settlements through-
out the city, including by building 
almost 5,000 new temporary, secure 
shelters. But conditions for most 
remain deplorable. With Mogadishu 
booming, pressure to evict displaced 
people from private and public prop-
erty has increased. In the first two 
weeks of January, an estimated 400 
households were evicted from private 
land on the Majo IDP settlement to 
allow road improvements with most 
moving to the Sarkusta area in the 
Afgooye corridor. The authorities have indicated that the families remaining in Majo and 
Al Cadala settlements will likely be the first to be moved to one of the new sites.  

Even if it is early in the planning, the pressure for land claims to be resolved translates 
into pressure for the Government to expedite its initiative. Humanitarian groups are 
working to find the best outcomes for vulnerable people. On 21 January, task force 
members visited the Jazeera and 77 Camp sites with the authorities to ascertain their 
suitability for settlements. An IDP-survey, led by the Government, is underway, which is a 
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crucial component of any viable relocation plan. Settlement profiling to understand who 
and how many people are in the settlements, as well as establishing their intentions, help 
ensure appropriate resources are provided in support of their choices thereby increasing 
durability of relocations and returns.  

Concerns remain, particularly around issues involving displaced people’s rights and 
security. Protection issues have been brought to the fore by the case in January involving 
the arrests of a woman who alleged she was raped by security forces and a journalist 
who interviewed her about the allegations. When both were sentenced to a year in prison 
on 5 February, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon weighed in to express his 
disappointment at the verdicts. 

Uptick in returns from Kenya 
Low numbers expected to continue with conditions for return still tenuous 

There was a spike in the number of refugees returning to Somalia from Kenya in early 
January, which followed reports of increased violence around Dadaab refugee camps 
and the Kenyan Government’s announcement on 18 December that Somali refugees and 
asylum seekers report to the camps. Numbers of returns are difficult to establish. One 
proxy is data kept by partners working with the UN refugee agency, UNHCR. In January, 
it recorded 6,300 cross-border movements between Somalia and its neighbors, the vast 
majority from Kenya. This was a jump from the average of roughly 1,200 movements per 
month recorded in the previous three months. However, the numbers do not indicate 
intentions and many refugees cross back and forth, sometimes to check on property or 
find seasonal work. Small numbers of Somali refugees entered Kenya during the same 
period. Half of the 1 million Somali refugees registered by UNHCR are in Kenya. 

Reports in the first two weeks of January showed a flow of hundreds of refugees passing 
through Somali border towns from Nairobi and other urban centers in Kenya, as well as 
from Dadaab. Most reportedly travelled to Mogadishu, citing the Kenyan Government 
policy and security concerns as reasons for their movement. Others who could afford it – 
mainly Somali businessmen – travelled to Mogadishu by air, a movement that is not 
recorded in the cross-border statistics. At the border town Dhobley in Somalia, refugees 
on minibuses reported that they were also returning to Kismayo, Buale and Baidoa. On a 
day when at least 10 minibuses passed into Dobley from Kenya, OCHA staff talked to 
groups of women on the buses, who left husbands and families behind in Kenya to first 
see for themselves if the conditions were ripe for return, indicative that many of the 
returnees in January had means and were weighing their options. By mid-January, 
reports indicated that the number of people returning from Kenya had slowed consider-
ably, coinciding with reports that authorities were providing better protection at the camp. 

Security concerns and uncertainty over livelihoods in many areas of Somalia makes wide-
scale voluntary return to Somalia untenable in the short-term. But with security improving 
in many parts of the country, returns at a significant scale are possible this year.  

Response reaches newly accessible areas 
Food distributions resume in Kismayo  

Over the past six weeks, the World Food Programme (WFP) has been providing food 
assistance in Kismayo in southern Somalia for the first time in four years. A recent survey 
in the port city shows that almost half the households are struggling to meet their daily 
food needs, and 24 per cent of children below the age of five are malnourished. About 
15,000 people will receive hot meals and some 5,000 mothers and children under the age 
of five years will be given specialized nutritional support. In preparation for the 
programmes in Kismayo, local partners were trained and WFP dispatched a chartered 
vessel with over 1,100 metric tons of food to the city, enough to support the hot meal 
programme for an initial three months and the nutrition programme for six weeks.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Cecilia Attefors, Reports Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel. (+254) 733 770 766 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Health and other humanitarian activities in Kismayo 

Although insecurity persists in Kismayo, improved access has now made it possible to 
reach the district’s most vulnerable people. Following humanitarian missions to the area 
since November, a polio vaccination campaign was conducted, with a second round in 
January reaching over 17,000 children under five years of age. The general hospital 
received medical equipment, supplies and medical staff, and an additional Maternal Child 
Health Centre has opened, run by a local NGO. Other humanitarian and protection 
activities are also being planned in consultation with local partners.  

Insecurity remains key access challenge  
Number of attacks on aid workers (five) the same in January as December 

In January, humanitarian access remained extremely challenging in parts of central and 
southern Somalia, but continued to improve gradually, following the trend of the last three 
months of 2012. Similarly, insecurity remains a key impediment to reaching people in 
need and for affected people to reach humanitarian assistance.  

According to statistics compiled by OCHA, at least five incidents against humanitarian 
personnel occurred in January in Somalia – the same number as in November and 
December, respectively. There were also three reported incidents of interference with 
implementation of aid programmes. During the month, humanitarians continued to visit 
areas where access had been limited to find ways to sustain presence and better 
understand the humanitarian situation. UN agencies led key missions to Ras Kamboni in 
Lower Juba, Ceel Waaq in Gedo, Belet Weyne in Hiran, and Guriel in Galgaduud. 
Following a meeting in mid-January with OCHA, the local authority in Ras Komboni 
agreed to suspend for three months the registration fees for NGOs it had imposed in the 
Jubas, after which the effect of the suspension on delivery of aid would be evaluated.  

Nonetheless, access in Lower Juba and Lower Shabelle regions continued to be 
hampered by fighting and Al Shabaab’s hit-and-run tactics to disrupt Government-allied 
forces. Civilians also continue to be at direct risk in the ongoing conflict. While Mogadishu 
is more secure than it was a year ago, the city was the site of two lethal bomb attacks in 
January, including one in the compound that houses the presidential palace and the 
prime minister’s residence that killed at least two people. Security forces continue to 
round up suspected Al Shabaab sympathizers in house-to-house search operations. 
Following the British Government’s issuance of a security advisory on 27 January for its 
citizens to leave Somaliland, international NGOs restricted staff movement and 
temporarily relocated some international staff as a precautionary measure. 

Common Humanitarian Fund summary 2012 
In 2012, the Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) disbursed US$91.8 million to support 
173 projects across Somalia, including 150 projects that received funding in two standard 
allocations. Funds for the 86 projects in the second allocation are expected to be fully 
disbursed by the end of February. Standard allocations provide funding for humanitarian 
priorities within the Consolidated Appeal Process framework. The additional 23 CHF-
funded projects in 2012 received funding through the emergency reserve, the fund for 
response in unforeseeable emergencies. The CHF supports multiple projects that 
address a range of people’s needs in specific geographical areas of Somalia and seeks 
to strategically fund projects that will serve as a catalyst for further support. In 2012, CHF 
funding supported projects in education, food security, health, nutrition, protection, 
shelter/non-food items, water, sanitation and hygiene and the enabling programmes. CHF 
funding represented 13.5 per cent of the $673 million received for the 2012 CAP. 

New products on the  

OCHA Somalia website: 

Humanitarian Dashboard  

http://bit.ly/10VrwSo  

Humanitarian Snapshot 

http://bit.ly/10CYTbD  

Press release 

http://bit.ly/YnZgT7  

 

Find us online: 

 

In January, humanitarian 

access remained 

extremely challenging in 

parts of central and 

southern Somalia, but 

continued to improve 

gradually, following the 

trend of the last three 

months of 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://bit.ly/10VrwSo
http://bit.ly/10CYTbD
http://bit.ly/YnZgT7

