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Highlights 
 The humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate and the possibility of famine in 2017 persists.  
 Rainfall intensified in many parts of the country over the past week and flash floods were reported in Bari, 

Nugaal, Mudug and Bay regions. The rains are expected to continue in most parts of the country in the next 
seven days, but with less magnitude.  

 NGOs and UN agencies continue to massively scale up response and are reaching millions of people with 
life-saving food, water, nutritional and health services as well as shelter, non-food items, protection services 
and livelihood support throughout the country in coordination with Federal and local authorities. Further 
scale-up over the coming weeks is critical across all clusters. 

 Farmers continue to receive seeds to plant during Gu – the longest agricultural season. In the past week, 
more than 5,500 households (30,000 people) redeemed seed vouchers being provided by food security 
partners. In total, around 230,000 people are receiving the seed vouchers – of these, already 80 per cent 
have collected their seeds – along with cash vouchers for 3 months (the duration of a planting season) to 
ensure access to food until their crops are harvested in June. 

 Cluster Coordinators visited the Baidoa Drought Operations Coordination Center (DOCC) on 25 April as part 
of efforts to strengthen scale-up in Baidoa as high influx of displaced persons continues. 

 Unprecedented levels of funding for humanitarian action have been contributed for Somalia this year. Donors 
have moved quickly to generously support scale-up of response and over US$600 million has been made 
available or pledged for humanitarian response since January. 

6.2m 
People in need. 
2.9m in IPC 
Phase 3 and 4 

615,000 
Internally displaced due to 
drought since November 
2016  

5,689 
Reported cases of 
measles in 2017 as of 
23 April 

1.4 m 
Children projected to 
need treatment for 
acute malnutrition in 
2017 

1.9% 
AWD/cholera case 
fatality rate as of 23 
April (618 deaths to 
31,764 cases)  

$600m 
Total 
humanitarian 
funding in 2017 

Situation Overview 

The humanitarian situation continues to worsen and the projected 
number of children who are or will be acutely malnourished is now 
estimated by UNICEF to be 1.4 million, including over 275,000 who 
have or will suffer life-threatening severe acute malnutrition in 2017. 
The drought has also forced some 40,000 children to stop attending 
classes, as the most vulnerable families enlist children to search for 
water, or as they migrate in search of food and water.  

There has been a slow start of the Gu (April-June) rains in parts of 
the country. According to the FAO-managed Somalia Water and 
Land Information Management (SWALIM), rainfall activities 
intensified in many parts of the country over the last three days and 
flash floods were reported in some places including Bari, Nugaal, 
Mudug and Bay regions. The rains are expected to continue in most 
parts of the country in the next seven days but with less magnitude. 
The Ethiopian highlands are expected to continue receiving rains 
during the same period and this is likely to lead to increased water 
levels in the Juba and Shabelle Rivers.  
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A slight increase in the number of new Acute Watery 
Diarrhea/cholera cases and deaths was recorded – 
3,356 cases and 60 deaths were reported in week 16 
compared to 2,984 cases and 34 deaths in week 15. 
The Case Fatality Rate has been brought down from 
2.0 per cent the previous week to 1.9 per cent as of 
23 April, but is still far above the 1 per cent 
emergency threshold. Overall, nearly 32,000 cases 
of AWD/Cholera cases and 618 related deaths have 
been recorded since the start of 2017.  

AWD/cholera case fatality rates are higher in areas 
that are not accessible compared to accessible areas 
as shown in this chart. Most of the inaccessible areas 
are in South West state (Bay, Bakol and Lower 
Shabelle), as well as Middle Juba and Gedo regions 
of Jubbaland.  

Cases of measles continue to rise across Somalia. A total of 5,689 cases have been reported as of 23 April, 700 
more than the previous week. Of the reported cases, 51 per cent are children under age 5. Suspected cases of 
measles were reported from all regions in 2017 – but Banadir (1,419) and Togdheer (1,075) accounted for almost 
44 per cent of the cases. Measles, a viral respiratory infection that spreads through air and contact with infected 
mucus and saliva, thrives in congested, unsanitary environments, such as displacement settlements, which have 
mushroomed across Somalia due to the drought. 

Massive drought-related displacement continues across Somalia, with most of the displaced people moving from 
rural to urban areas or other rural areas. By the end of April, nearly 620,000 drought-related displacements were 
recorded since November 2016 by the UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN). Most of the 
drought-triggered displacements in 2017 have arrived in Baidoa (Bay region), Mogadishu (Banadir), Gaalkacyo 
(Mudug), Belet Weyne (Hiraan) and Buuhoodle (Togdheer). In Baidoa, one of the hardest-hit areas by the drought, 
a comprehensive assessment by humanitarian partners has shown that 85 new displacement settlements have been 
set up in 2017. As at 27 April, more than 169,000 displaced persons live in and around Baidoa, out of which over 
136, 000 are newly displaced due to the drought in 2017. The assessment revealed that food, water, and shelter are 
the priority concerns. Access to aid (55 per cent) was the main reason for displacement, followed by work 
opportunities and the absence of conflict. 

Humanitarian Response 
Measles Vaccination Campaign to protect the youngest affected by drought launched 

Almost 30,000 young children, many of them 
displaced by the drought, are being vaccinated 
against measles this week in an emergency 
campaign in Baidoa, at the heart of one of Somalia’s 
hardest-hit areas. Many of the children have never 
been immunized before due to limited humanitarian 
access in some remote areas. 

The measles vaccination campaign is targeting 
some 110,000 displaced children below age 5 in 
hotspots across south central Somalia, and an 
additional 250,000 children in Somaliland by the end 
of May. The campaign is being conducted by the 
Federal Ministry of Health with support from 
humanitarian partners, including several NGOs. It 
will also provide vitamin A supplements and de-
worming tablets to children who have been severely 

affected by Somalia’s devastating drought. The campaign was launched at the Beerta Muuri settlement for the 
internally displaced in Baidoa, South West State, where more than 136,000 people have arrived in search of 
humanitarian assistance. The campaign is using advocacy and social mobilization strategies to reach households, 
including messages via mobile, radio and TV spots ahead of the vaccination dates. 

During the 2011 famine, measles, combined with malnutrition and living conditions in displacement settlements, was 
a lethal combination for children, who accounted for half of the reported 260,000 casualties.  

Joint AWD/cholera assessment mission to Baidoa 
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A joint mission between the Federal Government and humanitarian partners was conducted Baidoa on 24 April, 
along with regional and local health officials, to assess AWD/cholera outbreak and response in South West State. 
The delegation visited cholera treatment centres in Baidoa and Bayhow hospitals. 

Following the comprehensive cholera risk assessment, an oral cholera vaccination campaign will be launched in 
Baidoa in May. This is part of the six-month AWD/cholera response plan which includes support for improved case 
management and surveillance activities and strengthening Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and community 
sensitization activities. The campaign will provide vaccinations in two doses for over 230,000 vulnerable persons 
aged one year and above, thanks to the support of the Global Task force for Cholera Control and GAVI Vaccine 
Alliance.  

The campaign in Baidoa follows a successful one in 7 high-risk areas in Banadir, Hiraan and Lower Jubba. The 
second round of the campaign aimed to trace on all first dose recipients (450,000 people) that received treatment 
during the first round in March. Preliminary results indicate above 90 per cent coverage in all areas.  

 

Farmers continue to plant for Gu thanks to humanitarian Food Security Partners 

Around 230,000 people are receiving seed vouchers for Gu planting, together with cash vouchers for three months 
– the duration of the planting season. To date, nearly 80 per cent have redeemed their seed vouchers, collecting 
787 tons of sorghum, maize, cowpea and vegetable seeds. Meanwhile, a massive treatment campaign for livestock 
is ongoing targeting 20.5 million animals by mid-2017 – with 7 million animals reached since late March. Water 
trucking for livestock continues to reach 180,000 animals per day in 90 sites in Puntland, and is now expanding to 
southern Somalia, where water will be trucked to 40 sites in Bay and Bakool region – enough for additional 
80,000 animals per day. 

Collective Efforts to Prevent and Treat Gender-Based Violence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gender-Based Violence (GBV) sub-Cluster of the Protection Cluster has developed a guidance note on drought-
related GBV and an action plan to strengthen GBV response to drought. The guidance note defines critical priority 
areas for coordinated, capacity building, service provision, and advocacy dialogue. 

So far, out of the total 3,200 GBV cases reported since September 2016, the GBV sub cluster provided psychosocial 
support to 52 per cent of the survivors, while 12 per cent were referred for further tailored psychosocial support to 
other service providers outside of the cluster.  About 35 per cent were provided with health/medical related response 
services, while 41 per cent were referred to other actors outside of the GBV sub cluster for medical support.  Of the 
referred cases at least 45 per cent declined to access the services from other actors due to safety and security 
concerns. Only 5 per cent were provided safe house/ shelter while 26 per cent did not receive the service due to 
unavailability, indicating the significant gaps in the response. Only 1 per cent were provided livelihood services while 
37 per cent were not provided due to lack of capacity. The GBV sub-cluster co-led by the Somali NGO Save Somalia 
Women and Children and UNFPA is developing a 3-month action plan for the Humanitarian Country Team to urgently 
strengthen collective efforts to prevent and address the increasing numbers of GBV. 

 

University students mobilize support to local communities in Puntland 

Displacement status at the time of report 

Source: Gender-Based Violence sub-Cluster 

Core Gender-Based Violence Incident Type 
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University students in Puntland are delivering food 
aid and medical services to pastoralist families 
severely affected by drought. Around 1,500 
students at Puntland State University are involved in 
the door-to-door fundraising campaign and the 
delivery of assistance to displaced families. 

Fardowso Muse, one of the students leading the 
campaign, said: “We are giving aid to the place from 
where we receive requests. First we assess the 
nature of the needs then decide on the type of help 
to give, although when we go to some of the places, 
we realize that whatever we give is nowhere near 
enough and will not change the situation,” she said. 

The students in collaboration with professional doctors are also providing treatment for the sick as well as nutritional 
supplements for children and mothers. So far, 1,400 people have been treated and food has been delivered to nearly 
3,500 families in 20 villages in Sool and Nugaal. 
 
“When we meet the people the first thing they ask us for is food and water, followed by medicines and medical 
services,” said Ahmed Nahar, a student.  
 

Access 
Humanitarian organizations and civilians continue to experience challenging access constraints, including safety and 
security concerns as well as road access challenges, particularly along major access roads in southern and central 
Somalia. With operations being scaled up significantly throughout the country, the number of violent incidents against 
humanitarian personnel and assets also increased in April 2017, especially in hard-to-reach areas. In April 2017 
more than 30 violent incidents affected humanitarian organisations. This is a steep increase compared to the 35 
incidents that were recorded during the first three months of the year. As of 27 April, 13 humanitarian workers had 
been abducted by non-state armed actors during the month of April, the highest number recorded in one month since 
the 2011 famine response. The affected personnel are all frontline responders  
 
The numbers of rowdy crowds and looting during aid distributions have also been on the increase. In 2017 so far a 
total of 19 such incidents have been reported that have accounted for the death of 12 and injury of 13 people at aid 
distribution sites. The recorded incidents occurred in Borama and Zeylac in Awdal, Baidoa, Bur Hakaba and Dinsoor 
in Bay, Belet Weyne in Hiraan, Hobyo in Mudug, Kismayo in Lower Juba, Mogadishu, Burco in Togdgeer and Laas 
Canood and Xudun in Sool. During the last week of April alone, six incidents led to the death of 11 internally displaced 
people including an expectant mother and injury of 11  others in Bur Hakaba and Dinsoor in Bay, Belet Weyne in 
Hiraan, Kismayo in Lower Juba and Mogadishu. Follow up discussions have been initiated by humanitarian partners 
with the authorities and concerned actors to put in place preventive  measures for crowd control. The recommended 
measures include ensuring the selection of secure distribution points, community buy-in and acceptance, working 
closely with the authorities, and developing a security management plan and adequately briefing the security 
personnel prior to the distribution exercise to ensure civilians are protected.   

 
During the reporting period, armed confrontations near Nuur Fanax village in Belet Weyne led to the displacement 
of hundreds of civilians’ who fled for safety to surrounding villages. Further, conflict induced displacements were 
recorded along the access road between Belet Weyne and Halgan in Hiraan region following advancement of state-
affiliated forces from Belet Weyne towards Halgan. Meanwhile inter-communal violence between two communities 
in Afgooye that reportedly left five people dead and an unconfirmed number wounded have led to increased tensions 
in areas between K50 and Afgooye town in Lower Shabelle. A reconciliation meeting between the two communities 
was planned during the week. Non-state armed actors have also continued to put pressure on Wajid and Xudur in 
Bakool destroying trucks and donkey charts ferrying foodstuffs to the besieged towns.  

 

Funding 
Reported funding 

Donors continue to mobilize resources and US$626 million has been made available or pledged for humanitarian 
action in Somalia since the beginning of the year. An estimated $309 million or 49 per cent of the funding has already 
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been disbursed to humanitarian partners, while an additional $286 million is committed and $31 million pledged (as 
of 2 May 2017).  

The 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan for Somalia which is currently being revised by the Humanitarian Country 
Team, to be finalized by 10 May, has so far received $462 million of the total humanitarian funding or 54 per cent of 
the $863 million requested under the original appeal. An additional $163 million (including $31 million in pledges) 
has been reported as contributed to activities outside the appeal.  

Donors and recipient agencies are strongly encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions. Reporting can be done through the online reporting form or 
by e-mailing the reporting template to fts@un.org. 

  

Pooled funds have further boosted the implementation of famine prevention activities in Somalia. About $60 million 
has so far been made available through the two pooled funds, Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the 
Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) to support the delivery of assistance. 

 
Latest Publications 

 Somalia crisis: One by one my children slipped away http://bit.ly/2q9Ol3T 

 Overview of CERF funding to famine prevention http://bit.ly/2oGEhyb 

 Somalia Market Data Update: March 2017 Data (Issued April 25, 2017) http://bit.ly/2ppdAkI 

 

 
  
Reported funding refers to all resources received for 2017 for response in Somalia, while the requirements for Operational Plan for Famine Prevention ($825 in total) are for the first six months 
of 2017 and will be updated at mid-year. 

 

Real-time information sharing about the available resources is essential for ensuring the overall efficiency of 
humanitarian response in Somalia. 

Donors and recipient agencies are strongly encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions. Reporting can done through the online reporting form 
or by e-mailing the reporting template to fts@un.org.  

 
This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. The next report will be issued on 30 April 2017. 
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For further information or to contribute to next week’s report, please contact: Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, 
gomo@un.org, Tel. +252616548007 | Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-731-043156. | 
Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org, Tel. +254-734-800120. 


