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Key Messages: 
Recently intensified conflict in the Shabelle Valley will likely result in reduced availability
of agricultural labor opportunities followed by a below average Gu harvest in June/July.
With decreased local supply, local cereal prices will likely increase over the coming
months. Food security is likely to deteriorate as poor households’ food access declines,
reaching Crisis (IPC Phase 3) from July to September 2014.

Outside of Lower and Middle Shabelle, pastoral and agropastoral areas in the South are
likely to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2). Livestock values and sales are expected to
increase as exports for Ramadan and the Hajj start. While affected by conflict, in these
areas it will likely be less disruptive both to agricultural production and to trade than in the
Shabelle Valley.
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Food security outcomes in pastoral livelihood zones, specifically in Hawd Pastoral
livelihood zone in the North and Southern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone in the South are
likely to continue improving. Herd sizes area above their levels from the 2007-2008
livelihood baselines, and livestock production and values are increasing. Poor households
are likely to enter Minimal (IPC Phase 1) from July through at least September.

National Overview
CURRENT SITUATION

857,000 people were projected to remain acutely
food insecure through June 2014 by the Food
Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU)
and Famine Early Warning Systems (FEWS
NET) and partners in January 2014. Between
January and March during the Jilaal dry season,
higher than normal temperatures were reported
across the country. The high temperatures
resulted in water scarcity in some areas.
Livestock needed to be watered more frequently.
Distances to water points grew longer. Prices for
trucked water increased, and water trucking
continued into April, much later than usual.
Pasture conditions deteriorated. The effects of the
heat were most concentrated in the driest areas
which were found in the Jubas and parts of the
central regions.

However, both Guban Pastoral livelihood zone in
the Northwest and Coastal Deeh Pastoral
livelihood zone in Calula and Iskushuban
Districts in Bari Region received moderate Xays
rains in February 2014. This resulted in improved
pasture and browse conditions in these areas.

Todob rains are short bursts of rain before the
start of the Gu rain. These Todob rains fell in
some parts of the country in late March but the
intensity of the rain varied, and the distribution
was scattered (Figure 1). Moderate to light rains
of between 10 and 50 millimeters (mm) were
reported in some parts of Bay, Bakool, Lower
Juba, Woqooyi Galbeed, and localized areas in
the central regions and in Togdheer. These rains
have started to replenish water points and
improve pasture conditions. No rain or only light
rains were reported in most of the Northeast, Hiraan, Lower and Middle Shabelle
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Regions, and Coastal Deeh Pastoral livelihood zone in both the central regions and
southern regions. In these areas, water costs increased and livestock were migrated in
some areas in search of pasture and water.

In the North, water trucking was on-going through March in most pastoral areas.
Despite water shortages, rangeland conditions remain adequate. In agropastoral
areas, pasture availability has declined due to increased land enclosures and the
fencing in of arable land since 2010, which has restricted livestock mobility. In the
central regions, poor pasture and water availability were observed in the pastoral and
agropastoral livelihood zones, including in Addun, Hawd, and Coastal Deeh Pastoral
livelihood zones, and in the cowpea belt. In the South, the Jilaal season was milder
with less extreme temperatures. In most areas, pasture and water access remained
near average. However, in the pastoral and agropastoral livelihood zones in Lower
Juba, parts of Middle Juba, and Gedo Regions, which experienced below average
Deyr rains in October/December 2013, there has been concentration of livestock
around permanent water sources. In these areas, the vegetation conditions have
become poor.

The off-season harvest in February/March from riverine areas along the Shabelle and
Juba rivers has not had good yields. The harvest has been below average due to
moisture stress, pests, and selling maize plants earlier for cash as fodder. Households
in Jamame District’s riverine areas sold more than 60 percent of the maize crop as a
fodder in Kismayo as much of the crop did not reach full maturity. Between 300 and
400 metric tons (MT) of sesame was harvested in Jamame. In Middle Juba, around
9,000 hectares (ha) were planted with maize, cowpea, and sesame in the flood
recessional areas, locally known as dhasheks between January and March. Middle
and Lower Shabelle riverine communities from all wealth groups have practiced flood
recessional cultivation. Many planted sesame due to expected high returns due to the
high price of sesame. The once exception to planting in the flooded areas was areas
where there was conflict in the northern part of Jowhar District in Middle Shabelle. In
these areas, the residents have not returned to their land for flood recession planting
due to the still unresolved conflict.

Despite the on-going Gu season land preparation and planting and the already
harvested off-season crop, in Middle Juba, three-quarter of the dhashek farms still
have standing off-season crops. These are mostly at the vegetative and seed-filing
stages. In both Middle and Lower Shabelle around 3,500 MT of off-season, flood-
recession maize were harvested in March and April. This harvest will provide a
temporary increase in household cereal stock availability, but this will not be enough
to bring production from the well below-average Deyr harvest in January/February to
near average. In addition to maize, a significant amount of sesame and cowpeas were
harvested in the Jubas and Shabelles during the off-season as cash crops. In Jamame
and Middle Juba’s riverine areas, around 2,000 MT of sesame were harvested in
March and April.

Land preparation in agropastoral and riverine areas in most parts of Bay, Gedo,
Middle Juba, and Lower Juba continued uninterrupted by insecurity in March.
However, a significant amount of land that could be cropped in Lower and
Middle Shabelle, Hiraan, and Bakool was not planted due to conflict and
displacement.
The prices of locally produced maize and sorghum in the South increased from



January to March. In the sorghum belt, sorghum prices have increased above
last year and since the beginning of the year, but they generally remain lower
than their five-year averages. In the Juba Valley, the March white maize prices
were similar in that they are generally higher than last year and recent months
but remain lower than the five-year average. The recent moderate increase in
prices is probably due to the overall below-average Deyr production and lower
than expected off-season cereal production in March. In the Shabelles, maize
prices have followed similar trends, but due to market disruptions related to the
conflict, they are above the five-year average in some markets .
Imported red rice prices in the central regions since September and the
northeastern regions since November started to decrease slightly. Rice prices
are mostly lower than their five-year averages. However, unlike in the rest of the
country, in the Northwest, imported red rice prices have remained stable over the
past year.
Cumulative January to March 2014 exports of sorghum from Ethiopia to central
and northern Somalia were 72 percent above the October to December 2013
cumulative. The increased flow was attributed to below average January to
February Deyr harvest in Somalia where cereal production was 81 and 61
percent of the 2008 to 2012 average and 2012/2013 production, respectively.
Livestock prices seasonally declined from October to March in markets across
the country. However, in Middle and Lower Shabelle Regions, local quality goat
prices remained almost stable in March and slightly higher than six months ago.
The recent conflict affected markets in Lower Shabelle, Hiraan, and Bakool, and
these markets have had the highest goat price decreases with prices up to 28
percent less than six months ago. This could be attributed by reduced demand
for local consumption and the trade embargo imposed by Al Shabaab on trade
between towns and rural areas. Despite March being the usual start of seasonal
livestock price increases, local quality goat prices decreased by 7 percent in the
central regions and remained stable from February to March in the Northeast.
This can be attributed by the reduced number of saleable livestock due to the
especially dry Jilaal season’s impact on livestock body conditions and health. In
the Northwest, the average March local quality goat price remained stable from
February, but prices are still lower than six months before and last year.
In the Shabelle Regions, the terms of trade (TOT) between local quality goats
and maize are the lowest they have been since December 2011. In March, the
regional average TOT was 17 and 33 percent lower than October and March
2013, respectively. However the TOT in these regions was still five percent
higher than the five-year average. In Bakool and Gedo Regions, the average
TOT between a local quality goat and sorghum is also the lowest it has been
since December 2011. Similarly, in Lower and Middle Juba Regions, the



regional average TOT decreased 15 and 21 percent, respectively, from February
to March 2014, but they remain well above their five-year averages. Despite the
declining TOT in the South, the TOT were not universally poor across the South.
One local quality goat in Bay Region in March was worth 330 kilograms (kg) of
sorghum, while in the Juba, the same quality goat could be worth an average of
around 110 kg.
The daily labor wage rate in the most of the crop-producing areas in the South
was stable or marginally decreased from January to March 2014. In some
regions such as the Shabelles and the Jubas, the regional average rates
declined from February to March. For example, in Qoryoley in Lower Shabelle, a
day of labor was worth SOS 82,500 in February but only worth SOS 78,333 in
March. This decrease is due, primarily, to increased conflict that disrupted trade
and reduced the demand for casual labor for agricultural land preparation and
planting in riverine areas. However, in the sorghum belt, the regional average
wage rate was the highest it has ever been in March 2014, and it was 22 percent
higher than March 2013.
In March 2014, African Union Mission to Somalia’s (AMISOM) and the
government’s troops ventured into Al Shabaab-controlled areas around
several major towns and villages in South-Central Somalia. Al Shabaab has lost
control of several towns that serve as trading centers for districts, including Buur-
dhuubo in Gedo Region, Bulo Burti in Hiraan Region, El-buur in Galgaduud
region, Qoryoley in Lower Shabelle Region, and Wajid and Xudur in Bakool
Region. However, there has not been a decisive military victory for either side. Al
Shabaab has largely retreated into the bush, and they are blocking roads
leading to the towns and confiscating goods destined for trading in the towns.
This trade disruption along with active fighting and fears for personal security
have displaced thousands of sedentary, farming households at the time when
they would normally be involved in land preparation and dry planting. It also
forced pastoral households to leave the rangelands with good conditions and
permanent water sources near riverine areas in order to avoid the conflict. Some
internally displaced persons (IDPs) from urban areas who had been living in
rural villages within these regions have started to returned to their homes due to
the harsh conditions in rural areas. The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) reported 61,600 people were internally displaced from
January through April 28, 2014. Of these, 64 percent, 39,700 people were
displaced between March 1 and April 28.
In addition to violence and conflict in rural areas associated with the ongoing
maneuvers, organized and targeted killings, suicide and car bombings, and
other incidences of violence have continued in Mogadishu and Kismayo as well
as other major towns in the South in 2014.



ASSUMPTIONS

The April 2014 to September 2014 most likely scenario is based on the following
national-level assumptions:

Climate:

April to June Gu rains had a delayed onset, and they are likely continue to be
erratic with episodic rainfall performance characterized by long dry spells.
However, cumulative April to June rainfall is likely near average to below
average.
June to August Hagaa rains are expected to be near normal in terms of rainfall
totals with a near-normal timing of the onset in the coastal areas and adjacent,
inland areas in Lower and Middle Shabelle, Lower and Middle Juba, and Bay
Regions. June to August Hagaa rains will likely sustain seasonally normal water
and pasture availability in these regions.
June to September Karan rains in the Northwest are forecast to have average to
slightly below average rainfall totals.
Warmer than normal land surface temperature are forecast through May.

Agricultural labor demand and crop production:                                                            
                             

Agricultural labor demand is likely to be average in May to July due to projected
near normal Hagaa rainfall totals in agropastoral and riverine areas. However,
flood-prone riverine areas in the Shabelle and Juba Regions will likely have
floods due to the likely rains in the upper river catchments in the Ethiopian
highlands. As a result, agricultural activities are likely to be delayed on many
riverine farms.
Despite the floods and likely delayed harvest, recession cultivation of off-season
Gu crops is likely with planting starting in July.
Farmers in agropastoral areas of the Bay, Bakool, Gedo, the Shabelles, and the
Jubas will likely increase total planted area under cereals to compensate for low
household cereal stocks due to the below average Deyr harvest in
January/February 2014.

Livestock:                                                                                                                                    
                                                                        

Water and pasture will likely remain available even in berkad-dependent
pastoral areas of the central and northern regions through September.
With the projected near normal to below normal April to June Gu rainfall,
rangeland and water conditions are likely to be seasonally average to near-



average, but they likely to deteriorate as the July to September Hagaa dry
season starts.
With average to near-average grazing conditions, typical migration patterns are
expected across the country. No major livestock disease outbreaks are
anticipated, and the relatively average to good livestock body conditions with
medium livestock birth and conception rates are assumed to prevail through
June. However, the conception rates of camels in the North and the central
regions will likely be low as there was medium calving and fairly high conception
rates during the past two wet seasons in Gu 2013 and Deyr 2013.
Cattle, camel, and goat milk availability and access will likely increase in most
pastoral and agropastoral livelihood zones from April to June as a result of
medium rate of calving, kidding, and lambing.
Despite the slight atypical livestock prices decline in March, particularly for
goats, prices are expected to have seasonal increases from April through
September as livestock export demand in the Middle East increases for
Ramadan in July and for the Hajj in September/October.

Markets and trade:

Sorghum and maize prices will likely significantly increase in price during the
April to June lean season and before green consumption of the Gu harvest
begins in July. Prices will likely seasonally decrease between July and
September.
Sorghum prices at the main production markets in Bay Region are likely to
remain low. However, in Lower Shabelle, maize prices are likely to continue
increasing through July due to limited cereal stock at household level and
unusually poor production prospects.
The seasonal, monsoon sea closure between April and September, which
prevents smaller ships from servicing many of the smaller ports, will likely
contribute to reduced imports of rice, wheat flour, vegetable oil, sugar, and
diesel. The market supply of these imported goods though will likely remain
typical.
The Somali shilling (SOS) is likely to appreciate slightly against major foreign
currencies or remain stable due to high demand for shilling related to the
expected livestock exports.
Sorghum imports from Ethiopia are expected to be erratic due to security
operations and conflict, especially in the central regions.

Humanitarian assistance:

Access to humanitarian interventions will likely be reduced from current levels
due to increased civil insecurity in most rural areas of the South. However,



ongoing humanitarian assistance is likely to continue in the more secure and
accessible areas including the western parts of Galgaduud, Mudug, and the
North.
Humanitarian assistance is also assumed to continue in the areas that are
currently controlled by the Federal Government of Somalia and AMISOM
including parts of Middle and Lower Shabelle, Lower Juba, Gedo, Bakool, and
Hiraan Regions.
In Bay Region, with the possible exceptions of Baidoa and Burhakaba towns,
civil insecurity will likely to restrict humanitarian access.

Conflict:

AMISOM and Government troops will likely continue maneuvers, aiming to take
control of major towns in Lower Shabelle, Bay, Bakool, Gedo, Hiraan, and
Galgaduud from Al Shabaab.
Organized and targeted killings, suicide bombings, and car bombings will likely
continue in Mogadishu and Kismayo as well as other major towns.
The conflict is likely to continue to constrain humanitarian access, increase loss
of life and assets, and disrupt both trade and population movements. The conflict
is likely to result in increased displacement.

MOST LIKELY FOOD SECURITY OUTCOMES

As a result of below normal Deyr 2013/14 cereal production, followed by a hotter and
drier January to March Jilaal period, and escalating insecurity in agricultural cropping
areas of the Shabelle, Bakool, and parts of Hiraan and Gedo Regions as well as some
agropastoral areas of the central regions and Bari Region, food security outcomes in
Somalia are expected increase slightly from the estimate made in February that
857,000 people be in acute food security Crisis or Emergency (IPC Phases 3 or 4)
from April to June 2013.

Despite the expected increase of the population in Crisis and Emergency (IPC Phases
3 and 4) who will mainly be from riverine and agropastoral areas, many areas will
either maintain their current phase of acute food insecurity or improve from April to
September. The delayed onset and near average to below average rainfall from April
to June should still provide for a near-average recharging of water points and
improvements in pasture and browse conditions. These improvement are likely to lead
to improved livestock body condition in pastoral and most agropastoral areas,
including in Lower and Middle Juba, Gedo, and some parts of the central regions. Milk
availability is likely to improve following the medium rate of calving, kidding, and
lambing across the country. Food security in pastoral livelihood zones, mainly in the
North, are likely to improve due to increased livestock production and values through



FIGURE 2. AREAS OF CONFLICT,
MARCH 2014

Source: FEWS NET

September. Poor households will likely be able access to own food consumption and
income from livestock sale. Most pastoral areas are expected to remain Stressed (IPC
Phase 2). Nevertheless, due to increased herd sizes in Hawd Pastoral livelihood
zone, poor households will increasingly be able to cover their food and non-food
needs and protect their livelihoods. Thus, these areas will likely enter Minimal (IPC
Phase 1) between now and September. Nutrition outcomes are likely to improve in
both pastoral and agropastoral zones between April and September, primarily due to
the increased availability of milk.

Food security outcomes will deteriorate in the conflict-affected areas and regions,
particularly Bakool, Lower and Middle Shabelle, parts Hiraan, parts of Galgaduud, and
parts of Gedo. Food security is also likely to deteriorate in the riverine areas along the
Shabelle and agropastoral areas of Bakool during the April to June lean season due
to escalating conflict likely causing population displacement, reduced agricultural
activity, reduced market access, and reduced trade. These trends will also increase
both local and imported food prices. In riverine and agropastoral areas of the country,
nutrition will likely deteriorate because of anticipated increase in waterborne diseases
during the April to June Gu rainy season and reduced milk availability attributed to the
migration of livestock to wet season grazing areas. Despite some food security
deterioration in the conflict-affected and riverine areas, generally the food security
outcome of the country is expected to remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) though some
households will have worse outcomes. 

Areas of Concern
Shabelle Riverine livelihood zone in
Lower and Middle Shabelle Regions
CURRENT SITUATION

As a result of the below-average Deyr cereal
harvest in January/February poor households in
riverine areas in Middle and Lower Shabelle
Regions currently depend on market purchases
as their primary food source. However, in the
flood-affected riverine areas in Balad, Jowhar,
Kurtunwarey, and Sablale Districts households
harvested around 3,500 MT of maize in March as
well as significant quantities of sesame and
cowpeas as cash crops. However, there was no
flood recession cropping in the riverine area of Jowhar District affected by inter-clan
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conflict. Despite the maize harvest and income from cash crops, households will need
additional food and income between now and July. Households are now mainly
relaying on income from sesame sales to fund market purchases of essential food
items. The erratic start of Gu 2014 rains as well as escalating insecurity has reduced
the typical level of agricultural activities. Less land has been prepared or dry planted,
but both of these activities started in late March and early April. Poor households’
access to agricultural labor is lower than normal. While some areas are occupied with
land preparation, the riverine areas flooded last season in Balad, Jowhar,
Kurtunwarey, and some parts of Qoryoley Districts are continuing recession
cultivation. In these areas, this is providing a closer to average availability of
agricultural labor opportunities and associated moderate increases in wage rates.

In Jowhar, despite the reduced tension between the two major clans, there has not
been reconciliation. Rural areas remain alert to signs of further conflict, significantly
hampering the resumption of farming, typical trade patterns, and normal population
movements. Despite efforts by the government and AMISOM, 5,000 riverine
households remain in an IDP settlement and have not returner to their places of origin
and restarted their normal livelihood activities.

Cattle milk supply is unseasonably low as livestock have not returned to riverine
areas, due to unresolved conflict. In general, trade links between agropastoral and
riverine areas have been disrupted. Average milk prices in Lower and Middle
Shabelle’s riverine reference markets increased by 10 percent from February to
March. The price of camel milk, which is the substitute for cattle milkconsumed in also
increased by 11, 31, and 33 percent compared to February 2014, September 2013,
and March 2013, respectively. This increase is a result of decreased milk production
and market supply due to deteriorating pasture conditions, reduced water access,
market and trade disruptions, and escalated conflict.

Agricultural labor wage rates in the riverine reference markets of Bulo-Marer,
Daresalam, Farsoley, Janale, Tortorow, and Walamoy started to increase in March,
following seasonal trends as demand for agricultural labor increases. However, the
daily labor wage rates in riverine towns slightly decreased in March. The average
March terms of trade (TOT) between daily labor wages and white maize in these
markets have decreased by 10, 25, and 40 percent compared to February, six months
before, and last year. The average rate was nearly the same as the five-year average.
The March ToT are the lowest since December 2011. This decrease is due to the
decline in labor wages, and the sharp increase in local white maize prices. Locally
produced white maize prices in riverine towns in the Shabelles in March 2014 reached
their highest levels since October 2011. They were 38 and 47 percent higher than
September and March 2013, respectively. This price increase is attributed to low
market supply due to the below average Deyr 2013/14 harvest, a smaller off-season
maize harvest than expected earlier this year due to moisture stress and pests
infestation, and disruptions to markets associated with the recently escalated conflict.

Imported food commodity prices atypically increased in riverine reference markets,
probably due to trade and population movement restrictions imposed by the Al-
Shabaab, whichlimited traders’ access to imported goods from the port of Mogadishu.



Clan conflict remains unresolved, and recently, insecurity has spread (Figure 2).

In Middle Shabelle, even though the inter-clan conflict in Jowhar has largely
been ameliorated, most displaced households have not returned to their home
villages to continue farming. Many of those displaced by the conflict or by
flooding have lost their assets, and they have left their land fallow. Many
households have been camping at the AMISOM camp at Jowhar Airport for
nearly a year. They are living on humanitarian assistance and social support.
In Lower Shabelle, armed clashes between government troops supported by the
AMISOM against Al-Shabaab, air surveillance, and air strikes have disrupted
normal trade and population movements as well as typical livestock and labor
migration patterns. Violence on and along roads has increased as insurgents
have attempted to restrict transportation in rural areas of Qoryoley, Barava,
Kurtunwarey, and Sablale Districts. This has limited the supply of goods to the
towns.

Access to humanitarian assistance remains challenging, and particularly difficult in
the areas affected by the recent and current military maneuvers in Lower Shabelle.
However, assistance from the Government of Somalia, several Turkish humanitarian
agencies, and some traditional humanitarian agencies have been reported from
Shabelle Riverine livelihood zone. Assistance has been available in the towns of
Afgoye, Balad, Jowhar, Merka, and Qoryoley but not necessarily in all the rural areas
in these districts.

Poor households in Shabelle Riverine livelihood zone in Jowhar District had a
significant loss of assets and a higher level of displacement than most other areas.
Households currently have limited options other than food purchases on credit and
social support. The poor in this area typically do not have small ruminants to sell. With
no assets to sell and limited ability to cope, poor households face food consumption
gap and are classified in Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) but only due to humanitarian
assistance. Without humanitarian assistance, this area would quickly deteriorate to
Emergency (IPC Phase 4). In conflict-affected riverine areas of Lower Shabelle
Region, poor households are hardly able to meet their own basic food requirements,
but they are meeting them for now. They are classified in Stressed (IPC Phase 2).
However, a significant number of households have fallen into Crisis (IPC Phase 3)
already, but they are not concentrated in any one place.

ASSUMPTIONS

In addition to the national assumptions described above, the following
assumption has been made about Shabelle Riverine livelihood zone:
Forecast average to above average rainfall performance in upper catchment of



the Shabelle River in Ethiopia is likely tolead to floods in flood-prone cropping
areas along the Shabelle.
Agricultural labor opportunities and other income-earning strategies will likely be
less available from April to July than normal due to the projected below normal
Gu rains with their erratic onset and long dry spells along with the ongoing
conflict.
Disruptions to agricultural activities from the erratic rains and the conflict,
especially reductions in area planted, are likely to lead to a below-average Gu
harvest in July/August in Shabelle Riverine livelihood zone.
Insecurity is likely intensify between April and September with further clashes
between the Federal Government of Somalia’s forces supported by AMISOM
and insurgents.
Unlike in other areas of the country, insecurity will likely reduce imported and
local food supplies on markets, hence driving increases in prices.
The number of IDPs from Lower Shabelle is likely to increase between now and
September. Many IDPs will go to ICP camps in Afgoye and Merka.

MOST LIKELY FOOD SECURITY OUTCOMES

Between April and June 2014, poor households’ income will likely increase slightly
due to some income from agricultural labor. However, this increase will be lower than
seasonally typical levels during the Gu due to the impact of insecurity and the
likelihood of river flooding. With floods and insecurity, income from labor for land
preparation, planting, and weeding will be less than normal, and households will need
to sell all of their cash crops earlier than usual to meet immediate food needs. As food
prices increase, households will have limited income and eventually will face a food
consumption gap.

Between July and September, income from agricultural labor will seasonally decline,
and households are likely to only have limited cereal or cash crops for sale or
consumption. Social support will eventually overstretch and access to credit for food
purchases will decline. As local cereal prices increase further, the purchasing power
of the poor will further decline.

Poor households’ access to milk will decrease as pastoralists migrate their livestock
away fromriverine areas to avoid Tsetse fly, other insect-spread animal diseases, and
potential damage and losses from the fighting factions. Waterborne diseases will
increase around this time, resulting in deterioration in nutritional status. Despite these
problems, some green maize and green cowpeas will be available by July. During the
Gu harvest in July, some food access will improve, primarily as households consume
own produced food. Despite some harvest, poor households will still depend primarily
on food from the market through September. Higher than seasonal price increases of
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An events that will minimize river flooding
would result in increased area planted and a
subsequent increase in the volume of the Gu
harvest in July and August. As the crops
perform well, this would increase labor
opportunities and daily wage rates for
activities such as weeding and harvesting.
With increased income from labor, which
typically provides more the half of annual
income, households will also be able to
increase fodder sales to purchase food. Many
households could move out of Crisis (IPC
Phase 3) when green maize and green
cowpea consumption starts and they are able
to consume more of their own produced food
from July to September.

imported commodities, will further reduce poor households’ food access. Trade
disruptions related to escalating insecurity may further reduce both local and imported
commodity market supply. Flooding along the Shabelle River will also reduce the
opportunities for agricultural labor. This group of households will be hardly able to
meet their own minimal food requirements through June 2014, and significant number
of households will fall into Crisis (IPC Phase 3). However, the area classification will
likely remain Stressed (IPC Phase 2) as a large number of households continue to
consume minimally adequate amounts of food through July.

Food stocks from the July harvest area unlikely to last through September. Food
security will likely deteriorate rapidly to Crisis (IPC Phase 3) after the harvest ends,
primarily in Lower Shabelle.A number of household may have severe food
consumption gaps and fall into Emergency (IPC Phase 4). In Shabelle Riverine
livelihood zone in Jowhar District, poor households will still remain in Crisis (IPC
Phase 3!) but only due to the presence of humanitarian assistance.

Events That Might Change the Outlook
Table 1: Possible events over the next six months that could change the most-likely
scenario.



Lower and
Middle
Shabelle

Resolution of the
conflict

Normalized insecurity or reduced clan conflict
would allow IDPs to return their home
villages and resume farming. Normal Gu
cropping would increase labor income and
trade movements. It would also decrease
imported and local commodity prices as trade
normalized.

 

About Scenario Development
To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about
likely events, their effects, and the probable responses of various actors. FEWS NET
analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods
to arrive at a most likely scenario for the coming six months. Learn more here.
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