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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Regional 
Office for the Pacific. It covers a period from 11 to 15 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 18 February 2013.  

Highlights 
 

 Town water supply to Graciosa Bay and Lata 
has been repaired. 

 Lata wharf is operational but will require 
further repairs to ensure its long term safety 
and functionality. 

 Access to safe water supply and sanitation 
and displacement of affected communities 
remain main concerns.  

 The Royal Solomon Islands Police Force has 
reported increasing amounts of antisocial 
behavior 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

594 
houses 
destroyed 

3,329 
people 
affected 

2,434 
people 
in camps 

10 people 
confirmed dead 

13 people 
injured 

Situation Overview 
The National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) believes there are no more gaps in the immediate relief 
supplies required, with the exception of safe water supply. However, the Solomon Islands Government’s and 
NGOs’ prepositioned stocks both in Honiara and Lata have been depleted and support is being sought to replenish 
these stocks.   

Supply of safe water remains a concern. The repair of the main town supply to the Lata and Graciosa Bay area is 
complete.  It remains to be seen if the integrity of the reticulation system is intact and the quality of water remains 
unclear. The NOMAD Water Purification System supplied by the Solomon Islands Red Cross (SIRC) is now 
functioning at full capacity and is providing water to communities who remain without access to water. A second 
NOMAD Water Purification System has arrived in Honiara and will arrive in Lata on Saturday. Responders are also 
looking at other water sources to ensure communities do not become dependent on the NOMAD Water Purification 
Systems. 

The issue of displaced communities remains a concern with many people still camping in the hills due to ongoing 
seismic activity. The Solomon Islands Government is beginning to encourage affect people to return to their 
communities and will support them through a ‘hub’ system which they are currently trialing. ‘Hubs’ will be located 
close to affected communities to provide support and relief supplies.  
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Repairs to the Lata wharf were undertaken on Tuesday. Although the wharf is now fully operational, these repairs 
are not considered safe for long term use. A more experienced engineer from the Asian Development Bank 
travelled to Lata yesterday to complete further assessments.  

The Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (RSIPF) has reported increasing amounts of antisocial behavior due to 
frustrations with the distribution of relief supplies.  A liquor ban may be put in place to address some of these 
issues. The RSIPF will deploy further staff to ensure the safety of affected people and relief workers. 

The Solomon Islands Government Geohazards team has reported, following assessments, that the height of the 
tsunami was 3.5 meters in some areas, not the 1 meter previously reported. Seismic activity is slowly dissipating in 
the area with less aftershocks each day. The possibility of a second tsunami occurring is highly unlikely, as the 
tectonic plates responsible for causing the original tsunami should have already released the stress on the plates.  

It has been confirmed that it is highly unlikely that the seismic activity in the area is linked to the increased activity 
of Tinakula Volcano, located 40 kilometers from the Santa Cruz Islands.  

Humanitarian Response 

Shelter 

Response: 

 No formal camps will be established as it has been deemed preferable for people to stay in family groups 
and for ‘hubs’ to be established to provide support and relief supplies.   

 The MV Liberty, supplied by the Adventist Development Relief Agency (ADRA) has arrived in Lata with a 
further 300 Shelter Kits and 1,487 sleeping mats.  

 The Government of Japan, World Vision and ADRA are working to source 4,000 blankets for affected 
people.  

 ADRA will supply clothing which will be transported to Lata aboard the MV Arnavon.  

 Health 

Needs: 

 13 people were injured as a result of the earthquake and tsunami. This number may not reflect the actual 
number of injured people with many not presenting for medical care.  

 The Health Team has reported cases of diarrhea and red-eye in some camps.  

 173 patients have presented to Lata Hospital since the earthquake and tsunami. Most patients were 
suffering from influenza like illnesses followed by psychological trauma.  

Response: 

 The Health Sector is currently completing a detailed assessment, to be finalized within 10 days. 
Assessments have been conducted at Manoputi, Nagu, Namoi, Meteni, Luameta, Bonate and Masoko. 
Today, assessments will continue at Luova, Nella, Baenga and Venga. 

 Two World Health Organization (WHO) staff arrived in Lata yesterday to support health assessments, data 
collection and information sharing.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Due to the continuous interruption of electricity, all refrigerated vaccines have been damaged and there is 
an urgent need for vaccines to be delivered to Lata Hospital.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Before the earthquake and tsunami, many people used the bush as a toilet with a higher concentration of 
latrines in Lata. Following the earthquake and tsunami, people are using open pits for sanitation purposes 
located close to large concentrations of people.  
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Response: 

 The Solomon Islands Red Cross NOMAD Water Purification System is now working at full capacity, 
providing 5,000 liters of water every hour. It is anticipated that this will allow 15,000 liters of water to be 
delivered to affected people each day, possibly increasing to 20,000 liters should adequate transport be 
available.  

 The spring in Lata has been cleaned and will now be used to supply water for the NOMAD Water 
Purification System.  

 A second NOMAD Water Purification System has arrived in Honiara and will arrive in Lata on Saturday.  

 A significant proportion of the 66,000 liters of bottled water that was sent to Lata has been distributed to 
affected people.  

 World Vision is sourcing 300 LifeStraws that will be distributed to remote communities where water 
transportation is logistically challenging.  

 Hygiene messaging has been included in water distributions and communicated via assessment teams. 
People are being encouraged to dig and cover defecation at least 100 meters from habitation and downhill, 
away from rivers.   

 The Health Team is working to ensure each family has enough soap. 

 Water samples will be transported from Lata to Honiara today for testing.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

 Given transportation constraints, affected people are currently receiving 5 liters of water per day, below the 
15 liters recommended in the SPHERE Guidelines.  

 Delivery of water to remote communities may need to be undertaken via boat. It is estimated that one small 
boat can transport enough water for 22 people for a week.  

 It has been confirmed that other springs along the main roads are not suitable to supply water to the 
second NOMAD Water Purification System as they are either too small or too far from the road.  

 Distribution of water would be improved if tanks could be left in communities. This is not possible due to a 
lack of clarified systems within affected communities to manage tanks.  

 As good sanitation was not common practice before the earthquake and tsunami, it is expected that 
sustainable behavioral change is not possible to undertake during response efforts.   

 Education 

Needs: 

 In addition to damages already reported to Venga Primary School and Lata Secondary School, Balipa High 
School was reported as closed due to damaged buildings.  

 According to the Provincial Chief Education Officer, children are still traumatized and do not want to play 
outside, fearing another tsunami.  

Response: 

 The Temotu Education Authority is currently undertaking an assessment to collect accurate information on 
affected education facilities.  

 Food Security 

Response: 

 The Fisheries Sector has deployed someone to conduct an assessment. This assessment will include 
information on the quantity, size and length, brand and cost of fishing nets, fiber glass canoes, dugout 
canoes, outboard motors and paddles.  

 The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) is supporting the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Livestock agricultural assessment. This assessment will look at damages, losses and identify immediate 
needs as well as medium and long term needs.  

Protection 

Response: 

 Oxfam’s Protection Delegate will arrive in Honiara today and travel to Lata over the weekend to assess any 
needs. 
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 The Royal Solomon Islands Police Force (RSIPF) has reported increasing amounts of antisocial behavior due to 
frustrations with the distribution of relief supplies.  A liquor may be put in place to address some of these issues. 
The RSIPF will deploy further staff to ensure the safety of affected people and relief workers.  

Logistics 

Response: 

 A Royal New Zealand Air Force 757 arrived in Honiara yesterday carrying non-food relief items, which 
have been loaded on to the MV Arnavon and will arrive in Lata on Saturday. In addition to non-food items, 
the MV Arnavon will transport the second NOMAD Water Purification Unit, WASH supplies, a pick up truck 
and some boats.  

 The coastal road on Santa Cruz Island was cleared yesterday, improving relief distribution.  

 Repairs to the Lata wharf were undertaken on Tuesday, however these repairs are not considered safe for 
long term use. An experienced engineer from the Asian Development Bank traveled to Lata yesterday to 
complete further assessments.  

Constraints: 

 It is hoped that a second Royal Solomon Islands Police Boat currently being serviced will be operational 
and available to provide further support from today.    

 There have been some issues identified with the distribution process and the NDMO and other responding 
agencies are currently working to address these and ensure a more streamlined distribution process.  

General Coordination 
The Provincial Emergency Operations Centre has relocated to a purpose build building. 

The NDMO has requested the NGOs and other responding agencies work together to develop a Multi-Agency Plan 
that details response plans for the next 30 days. OCHA and Secretariat of the Pacific Community staff that arrived 
in Honiara yesterday will support the development of this plan.  

The NDMO and NGOs provided a consolidated list of requests to donors yesterday. These requests focused on 
restocking depleted prepositioned stocks.   

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@uncoha.org, Tel: +679 331 7326, Cell +679 868 8731 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org • www.reliefweb.int • www.phtpacific.org.  . 

 

Aerial Assessment Photos: 

https://picasaweb.google.com/101811121152510378563/TemotuTsunamiFeb062013?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCMOfp8a-

9ZGqtgE&feat=directlink  

Video of Tsunami: http://tvnz.co.nz/world-news/nine-dead-in-solomon-islands-fears-missing-5335734/video  

Background on the crisis 
 
An 8.0 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of the Santa Cruz Islands (Temotu Province) in the southeast Solomon Islands 
archipelago at 1:12 PM UTC on 6 February 2013.  
 
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) reported that the earthquake had a depth of 28.7 kilometers.  
 
The Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre issued a Tsunami Watch and Tsunami Warning for a number of countries in the Pacific Island region 
which was subsequently cancelled.  
 
A 0.9 to 1.0 meter tsunami wave reached the islands in Temotu Province and a tsunami wave of 8 centimeters reached the capital, Honiara. 
Further assessments confirmed that the tsunami wave was closer to 3.5 meters in some areas of Temotu Province.   
 
Following the original earthquake and tsunami there have been more than 130 aftershocks. At least nine of these aftershocks have been 
6.0 magnitude of higher, with two above 7.0 magnitude.  
 

mailto:mcintoshj@uncoha.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.phtpacific.org./
https://picasaweb.google.com/101811121152510378563/TemotuTsunamiFeb062013?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCMOfp8a-9ZGqtgE&feat=directlink
https://picasaweb.google.com/101811121152510378563/TemotuTsunamiFeb062013?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCMOfp8a-9ZGqtgE&feat=directlink
http://tvnz.co.nz/world-news/nine-dead-in-solomon-islands-fears-missing-5335734/video


 

Summary of International Assistance as at 14 February 2013 

Institution Description of Assistance In-Kind (SBD) 
Cash-Grant 

(SBD) 
Foreign 

Currency 
Sector/Cluster Partner 

AusAID 
Funding to support the Solomon Islands Red Cross Society in 
emergency relief and early recovery efforts 

  1,845,319 250,000 (AUD)  
Australian Red Cross 

Society 

AusAID 
Funding for fuel for flights and ships to deliver relief supplies and 
conduct assessments  368,988 50,000 (AUD) Logistics, Assessment 

Solomon Islands 
Government 

Oxfam 
Relief Supplies: 600 tarpaulins, 500 mosquito nets, 1,500 
collapsible water containers, 250 kitchen sets, 650 hygiene kits.    Shelter, WASH  

UNICEF 

Relief Supplies: 654 WASH kits (2X10 liter containers, purification 
tablets and soap), 100 (4X5 meter) tarpaulins, 20 tents (providing 
shelter for 700 people), 6 packs of 50 water purification tablets, 
5X1,500 liter collapsible water tanks 

   Shelter, WASH  

Save the Children 48 kitchen kits, 48 buckets, 47 shelter kits and 95 jerry cans    Shelter, WASH  

NZAID 

Initial allocation to assist SIG and NGOs with assessment and 
immediate needs response. So far used for:  

- 2 x generators, fuel, technician (already deployed) 
- 6 x chainsaw kits (en route) 
- Transport of NFIs for World Vision from NZ (en route) 

Funding will also cover refund/replenish for NGO NFIs.  

 1,200,904 200,000 (NZD)  
Solomon Islands 

Government 

World Vision 

85 shelter kits, 98 kitchen kits (large), 88 kitchen kits (small), 9 
baby kits, 86 hygiene kits, 100 tarpaulins (5X6 meter), 579 
tarpaulins (12X18 ft), 84 X set of 6 pots, 133 family kits, 100 X 20 
liter water containers, 100 X 20 liter water containers, 10 X 10 liter 
water containers, 88 mosquito nets, 72 packing bags, 100 woolen 
blankets, 2,540 drinking water cartons, 30 bales mixed clothing, 
10 bales linen.  

   Shelter, WASH  

British High Commission / 
DFID 

The UK’s support will provide 3,500 people in the Solomon Islands 
with emergency shelter and access to emergency water and 
sanitation. 

 1,874,985 165,000 (GPB) Shelter, WASH  

Japan / JICA 
Water Purification Sachets (32,160 total: 3,500 people* X 3 liters 
per day X 30days) 

780,452  107,000 (US) WASH  

Taiwan   1,100,000  Health 

NDMO, Rural Water Supply 
and Sanitation Division of 
the Ministry of Health and 

Medical Services  

Taiwan   182,500   Solomon Islands Red Cross 

Taiwan   182,500   World Vision 

       

 TOTALS 780,452   GRAND TOTAL 7,535,648 

 


