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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 MEXICO: Tropical Strom Ernesto affects more than 10,000 families in Veracruz. 

 GUATEMALA: Hurricane Ernesto affects more than 250 people in the department of Petén. 

 COLOMBIA: Forest fires in 113 municipalities in 16 departments.  
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RAINS AND FLOODS 

TROPICAL STORM ERNESTO:  

MEXICO 

Tropical Storm Ernesto killed 12 people in 

Mexico. Authorities in the state of Veracruz 

report 10,000 families affected in 57 

municipalities. Mudslides damaged 11 bridges 

and destroyed or partially destroyed 20 sections 

of highway. The state government requested a 

declaration of emergency for 163 municipalities 

for affectation to corn, bean and chayote crops. 

The Office for the Coordination of United Nations 

in Mexico, the UNDP Risk Management 

Programme and UNETT team are monitoring the 

situation in support of the Mexico’s national civil 

protection authorities.  

Source: OCHA ROLAC. (1) 

 

GUATEMALA 

Hurricane Ernesto affected 251 people and 

damaged 51 houses in the department of Peten. 

National authorities deployed intervention teams 

to assist affected people.(2) 

Source: (1) OCHA ROLAC, (2) National Disaster Reduction 

Coordinator. 

 

More than 250 people were affected by Hurricane 

Ernesto in the department of Peten, Guatemala. Image: 

National Disaster Reduction Coordinator.© 

 

TROPICAL STORM HECTOR 

MEXICO: Tropical Storm Hector, the eighth 

named storm of the season, is 330 kilometre 

southwest of the city of Manzanillo, in the 

Colima province.  Hector is moving west towards 

the Socorro Island, which is currently under a 

green alert.  

Source: Mexico National Civil Protection System. 

 

FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: In this reporting period, the National 

Disaster Risk Management Unit (UNGRD) 

distributed emergency humanitarian aid to 

13,550 people in 10 municipalities affected by 
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floods in the Puntumayo department. Members 

of the local humanitarian team are assessing 

needs in various sectors in support of the state’s 

response. They are also carrying-out 

interventions in the sectors of food security, 

nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene on 

behalf of international NGOs. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

VENEZUELA: The state of Merida has been hit 

by floods, causing mudslides that are 

obstructing main roads and have cut-off 2,500 

people.  

While regional authorities have a military 

helicopter to distribute food and water to ten 

cut-off areas, efforts to land are hampered by 

the rain. The Civil Protection reported that 

mudslides continue to block rural roads and 

creeks are overflowing and damaging crops.   

Source: Civil Protection vía El Universal. 

 

 

FOREST FIRES 

COLOMBIA: As of 9 August, the UNGRD 

reported 237 forest fires in 113 municipalities in 

16 departments.  About 3,240 hectares of 

forest, crops and grazing land have been 

affected.  The Institue of Hydrology, Meterology 

and Environmental Studies maintains a red alert 

for the Andean region and areas of the 

Caribbean region.   

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

 

 


