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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 CENTRAL AMERICA: Nicaragua evacuated 1,500 people as a preventive measure due to Tropical Storm Ernesto. 

 COLOMBIA: Some 15,000 families have been affected by floods. At least 220 families are in shelters.  
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RAINS AND FLOODS 

TROPICAL STORM ERNESTO: The Caribbean 

Disaster Emergency Management Agency 

activated their contingency and preparedness 

plan for countries in the path of Tropical Storm 

Ernesto. However, none of the Caribbean 

countries reported major damages. (1) TS 

Ernesto passed through the northern region of 

Honduras and Nicaragua.  

 

Honduras declared an alert in four departments: 

Gracias a Dios, Colon, Islas de la Bahia and 

Atlantida(2). In Belize, the National Emergency 

Management Organization ordered a closure of 

business for Tuesday 7 August. (3) In Nicaragua 

Municipal Disaster Prevention, Mitigation and 

Attention Committees were activated in central 

and pacific departments. More than 1,500 

fishermen from the village Miskito Cays were 

evacuated on the weekend. TS Ernesto has the 

same path as Hurricane Felix, which in 2007, 

passed through the northern Caribbean, killing 

114 people and destroying more than 1.3 million 

hectares of forest. (4) 

Source: Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency 

(CDMA) 
(1)

, Permanent Contingency Commission 
(2)

, NEMO 

(3)
, National System for Disaster Prevention 

(4)
. 

 

Tropical Storm Ernesto: Honduras is under a tropical storm 

watch, Mexico issued a hurricane warning and Guatemala 

issued a storm watch. In Nicaragua, some 1,500 people were 

evacuated. ©National Hurricane Centre.  

 

PANAMA: Last week 1,225 people evacuated to 

shelters due to heavy rains.  The toll is one 

death and more than 690 houses damages. 

Authorities provided blankets personal hygiene 

articles to the affected population. Bocas del 

Toro, Colon and Los Santos were the most 

affected provinces.  

Source: Civil National Protection System  

 

COLOMBIA: Flooding in the department of 

Putumayo has affected 15,000 families in 11 

municipalities. Authorities have provided 

assistance to some 6,140 families and about 220 

families are in shelters. Humanitarian partners in 
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the area are carrying-out need assessments in 

various sectors to complement the national 

response and to assess access to emergency 

funds to strengthen food security, nutrition, 

water, sanitation and hygiene programs.    

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

WILDFIRE 

COLOMBIA: Authorities declared a red alert in 

the Amazon, Andes and Orinoquia regions due to 

wildfire. The lack of rain has affected ten 

departments.  

Source: Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and 

Environmental Studies.  

 

 


