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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 HONDURAS: 10,000 people in areas cut-off and three departments are under alert for rains.  

 PARAGUAY: A state of emergency declared for strong winds. About 10,000 families affected.  

 EL SALVADOR: 1,040 cases of dengue reported in 2012. Authorities consider extending the state of alert.  
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RAINS & STORMS 

HONDURAS: Recent rains caused landslides 

and rivers to overflow, damaging roads and 

bridges in the western area of the country, 

resulting in one death and cutting-off access to 

more than 10,000 people. Authorities declared a 

green alert for the departments of Lempira, 

Ocotepeque and Copan. Forecasts indicate that 

rains will continue.  

Source: Permanent Contingency Commission.  

 

At least three bridges were destroyed by heavy rains in 
western Honduras. COPECO issued a green alert for the 
departments of Ocotepeque, Lempira and Copán. © El 
Heraldo. 
 

PARAGUAY: The Government declared a state 

of emergency for four departments affected by a 

wind storm last 18 September. This declaration 

will enable the Government to access 10,000 

million Guarani (US$2.1 million) to benefit 

10,000 families. The funds will be used primarily 

for reconstruction of houses. The 150 km/h 

winds caused damages in the departments of 

Ñeembucu, Itapua, Caazapa, Misiones and the 

city of Mariano Roque Alonso. Damages were 

also reported in Argentina and Uruguay. 

Source: Government of Paraguay via Ultima Hora. 

 

COLOMBIA: A joint assessment (government 

and humanitarian organizations) established that 

95,300 people were affected by strong winds 

and flooding in Putumayo last July and August. 

While the national response was timely, delivery 

of humanitarian assistance is hampered in 

various areas due to limited access. The 

Humanitarian Country Team, in coordination 

with the National Unit for Disaster Risk 

Management, is processing a request to the 

Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for 

nearly US$1 million to scale up interventions for 

health, water and sanitation, food security and 

nutrition. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 
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EPIDEMIC 

EL SALVADOR - DENGUE: Authorities are 

considering extending the national alert for 

dengue, as an additional 1,040 cases were 

confirmed in the last week. The declaration was 

originally issued for 17 August to 30 September 

2012.  In this year so far, 9,452 people have 

been affected by dengue and 512 people have 

the hemorrhagic strain. While El Salvador leads 

Central American countries with the most 

confirmed cases, there have only been five 

related deaths.  

Source: Ministry of Health. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DENGUE: About 

2,500 people have been affected by dengue in 

2012 and eight people have died. Authorities 

report that this year’s statistics are higher than 

2011 figures (1,700 cases of dengue and two 

deaths). Cases of the hemorrhagic strain have 

almost doubled over the same period, increasing 

from 45 in 2011 to 80 in 2012.  

Source: Ministry of Health. 

 

SEISMIC ACTIVITY 

COLOMBIA: A 7.1 earthquake (Richter) shook 

western Colombia on Sunday 30 September. The 

quake was felt in 10 of the country’s 32 

departments although no major damages or 

casualties were reported. About 30 houses were 

damaged, various health centers have fissures 

and evacuations were carried out during the 

event.  

Source: National Unit for Disaster Risk Management. 


