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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 NICARAGUA: At least 3,000  people were evacuated by the San Cristobal Volcano eruption 

 COSTA RICA: A 7.6 degree earthquake affected 107 communities in the Province of Guanacaste.  

 EL SALVADOR: European Commission allocates US$93,000 for  dengue outbreak  
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VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

NICARAGUA: On Saturday 8 September, the 

San Cristobal Volcano (135 km northwest of 

Managua) exploded three times spewing gases 

and ashes. Local authorities ordered the 

evacuation of about 3,000 people in surrounding 

areas. (1) 

A yellow alert was declared for the department 

of Chinandega and a green alert for the 

departments of Leon and Managua.  

 

The UN System in the country has offered their 

support to National System of Disaster 

Prevention (SINAPRED). The UN Emergency  

 

Technical Team is monitoring and disseminating 

information. (2) 

Sources: (1) Government of Nicaragua, (2) UN System of 

Nicaragua. 

 

GUATEMALA: An orange alert is still in effect 

for the Fuego Volcano (department of 

Chimaltenango), which increased activity on 3 

September.  Ash fall is hampering visibility in 

surrounding areas and the municipality of San 

Pedro Yepocapa.    

Source: (1) CONRED. 

 

EARTHQUAKE 

COSTA RICA: A 7.6 degree earthquake (Richter 

scale) shook the Nicoya Peninsula, in the 

Province of Guanacaste. The quake was felt 

throughout the country and was followed by 25 

low intensity aftershocks. Officials reported 107 

communities affected, (1) about 225 people 

injured and 2 died. There are reports of 179 

houses damaged in Guanacaste, Puntarenas, 

Alajuela, San José, Limon y Heredia and 15 

roads suffered major damage. (2) 

 

Immediately after the event, local authorities 

activated response mechanisms and the UN 

 

Road covered with volcanic ash from the San Cristobal 

Volcano, near Chinandega. Image: AP.©  
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System in Costa Rica activated their Interagency 

Response Plan. (1) 

Source: (1) United Nations System of Costa Rica, (2) 

National Commission for Risk Prevention and Emergency 

Response of Costa Rica.  

 

FLOODS - RAINS 

COLOMBIA: About 7,460 people (1,865 

families) have been affected by flooding in 32 

districts of the Sucre department. Heavy rains 

have caused the San Jorge River and swamps to 

overflow. About 9 educational institutions, a 

police station, a civil defense buidling, a hospital 

and a health center have been affected. Also, 53 

houses were destroyed. The government has 

converted schools as temporary shelters.  

 

Since 1 June, the National Unit for Disaster Risk 

Management (UNGRD) reported damages 

caused by natural events in 187 municipalities in 

29 departments. Some 237 events occurred, 

27,124 families (129,279 people) have been 

affected, 4 dead, 25,115 houses damaged and 

223 destroyed. Also 11 roads, 110 schools and 

11 health care centers have been destroyed. The 

Atlantic hurricane season has increased rains, 

winds, and the level of rivers in the Caribbean 

and Andean areas. The most affected 

departments are:  Antioquia, Atlantic, Bolivar, 

Caldas, Cordoba, Risaralda and Sucre.   

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

EPIDEMIC 

EL SALVADOR - Dengue: The European Union, 

through the Department of Humanitarian Aid 

and Civil Protection (ECHO), has allocated 

74,573 Euros (US$93,544) to support the 

Salvadorian Red Cross’s response to the dengue 

outbreak. These funds will benefit about 30,000 

people in areas most affected by dengue. The 

aim is to reduce the mortality associated with 

the outbreak and improve local capacity to 

respond to future epidemics.  Currently there 

are 4 dead and 5,986 confirmed cases, of which 

320 are of the hemorrhagic strain.  

Source: ECHO 

 


