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GENERAL OVERVIEW 
Latin America and the Caribbean continue to be affected 

by flood related events in this reporting period. Floods in 

11 countries affected more than 1.7 million people and 

killed 171. Brazil, Colombia and Peru had the highest 

number of affected people.  

 

Authorities in Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala and Mexico 

activated contingency plans and intensified monitoring of 

volcanic activity in their countries.  

 

Low temperatures affected Corrientes Province in 

Argentina and the Andean highlands in Peru. Local 

authorities are assisting affected people.  

 

In the Pacific, the hurricane season officially began on 15 

May, with the first Tropical Storm Aletta, while in the 

Atlantic basin; the season began earlier with the formation 

of Sub Tropical Storm Alberto in May.  

 

FLOODS AND LANDSLIDES 
Brazil, Colombia, and Peru were most affected by the rains 

in the last three months. In this time period, more than 1.7 

million people were affected and 171 died.    

 

 

 

PERU 
Between November 2011 and June 2012, the National 

Civil Defense Institute (INDECI) reported 49 affected in 

more than 890 districts in 24 departments for floods and 

landslides. 

   

An estimated 10,200 hectares of crops were damaged and 

1,600 hectares were destroyed due to rain. There have 

been reports of damages to highways, bridges and other 

structures. 

 

Loreto Department is the most affected, with 

approximately 190,000 people homeless, 260,000 directly 

affected and some 50,000 houses destroyed. 

 

The Government allocated almost US$1.2 million to the 

regional government of Loreto for disease-prevention 

programmes. 

 

Humanitarian organizations have received funding to 

support the most affected communities in Loreto. 

Included in the funding is $281,300 from the International 

Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC)’s Disaster Response 

Emergency Fund to assist 800 families (about 4,000 

people). The United Nations Office for the Coordination 
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Between April and June 2012, more than 21 natural 
disasters were related to this report were floods. (Source: 
Consolidated official authorities reports published in 
Redhum)

i
. 

An estimated 7,1 million people were affected by 

natural disasters. (Source: Consolidated official 

authorities reports published in Redhum). 

At least US$64 million losses are the result by natural 
disasters for the period April – June 2012. (Source: 
Consolidated official authorities report published in 
Redhum). 



 

QUARTERLY REPORT | April – June 2012 | Year 3- Volume No.10 

Page 2 of 4 

of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) approved $2.2 million 

from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to 

support agriculture, education, health, nutrition, 

protection, shelter, water and sanitation.   

BRAZIL 
Floods in the state of Amazonia affected more than 77,350 

families, making it the second hardest hit in terms of 

people affected (after Peru) in this reporting period. 

 

The Government allocated about $175.2 million to assist 

people affected by floods in the northern region. The 

funds were aimed at farmers, business owners, service 

providers and industrial sectors affected by overflowing 

rivers. Five hundred soldiers, a tent hospital and three 

ships also assisted in rescue efforts.  

 

COLOMBIA 
Since March, 55 people have died and 186,800 people are 

homeless due to the rainy season. Rains have caused 

emergencies in 34 per cent of the country’s municipalities. 

The most affected departments are Amazonas, Nariño, 

Putumayo, Cauca, Valle del Cauca, Santander and 

Cundinamarca.  

 

The Government allocated close to $21 million in 

response. UN agencies and authorities have implemented 

joint strategies to strengthen national prevention and 

response capacities. 

 

BOLIVIA 
Between 1 December 2011 and 3 April 2012, about 32,280 

families from 165 municipalities were affected by floods 

associated with La Niña. About 1,880 houses were 

damaged and 20 people have died. La Paz is the most 

affected Department. 

 

The European Commission’s Department of Humanitarian 

Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) provided €200,000 

(approximately US$246,000) to help about 920 families, 

especially farmers most affected by the floods in the 

Oruro region. The aid consists of veterinary products and 

the distribution of seeds and potable water, which is being 

implemented by the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization 

 

ECUADOR 
Since December 2011, the rainy season has affected 

almost 112,250 people. About 6,740 people were 

evacuated and 23 died. At least 17,520 houses were 

damaged and 320 were destroyed. More than 4,215 

people sought shelter in the 135 official temporary 

emergency shelters. Another 2,180 people sought shelter 

in the homes of families and friends. 

 

Seven provinces out of 24 have suffered damages. The 

agriculture, education, health, housing and infrastructure 

sectors are the most affected. The start of school classes 

has been postponed in coastal areas. 

 

In this reporting period the World Food Programme and 

the National Risk Management Secretariat jointly 

distributed food rations to 25,000 people. 

 

PARAGUAY 
More than 10,000 families were affected and four people 

died due to floods in Boquerón and Presidente Hayes 

Departments, and Alto Paraguay in the Chaco region 

(western region). The rain began in mid-March and 

intensified in mid-April. It is the worst flooding to hit the 

country in the last 20 years. 

 

The Government declared a state of emergency on 13 

April. Through the National Emergency secretariat, 

authorities spent $1.5 million in multi-sector support. The 

main part of this support is food distribution.   

 

A joint assessment mission was carried out with 

humanitarian partners, the United Nations Disaster 

Assessment and Coordination teams and OCHA. It 

resulted in CERF allocating $2.6 million to support six 

sectors: agriculture, early recovery, education, food, 

health, and water and sanitation. 

 

Paraguay 
Areas Affected by floods 

 
10,000 Families Affected 

Boquerón, Presidente Hayes and Alto Paraguay, in the Paraguayan Chaco 

(western region) are the most affected departments. (Source: Consolidated 

authorities official reports published in Redhum).  
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OTHER COUNTRIES 
Rains also affected the following countries to a lesser 

degree: Cuba, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Haiti, 

Honduras and Nicaragua.  

 

HURRICANE SEASON 
In the Pacific, the hurricane season officially began on 15 

May. The first two tropical storms, Tropical Storm Aletta 

and Hurricane Bud, appeared in May but did not 

approach land.  

 

MEXICO 

In June, Hurricane Carlotta affected the states of Oaxaca 

and Guerrero, leaving more than 156,000 people 

homeless and causing losses in crops and livestock. The 

government of Oaxaca allocated an economic reactivation 

fund of $2.8 million to compensate for damages in several 

tourist sites in the coastal region.  

 

ATLANTIC 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

predictions for the Atlantic hurricane season are for less-

than-normal activity. Between nine and 15 tropical storms 

are predicted, of which between 4 and 8 could reach 

hurricane force. Between one and three hurricanes are 

predicted to reach major intensity (category three or 

higher).   

 

The Atlantic hurricane season officially runs from 1 June to 

30 November, but two storms formed in the ocean in May.  

In this reporting period, none of the four named storms 

caused significant damage.  

 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 
In this reporting period, a series of volcanic events caused 

several countries to activate alerts and preventative 

measures.  

COLOMBIA 
The Nevado del Ruiz volcano increased in activity, 

reaching a Level II Orange Alert (impending eruption in 

days or weeks). Local and relief organizations activated 

their contingency plans. 

 

 

 

ECUADOR 
The Tungurahua volcano emitted ash in Chimborazo 

Province, in the sectors of Palitagua, Capillos, Toctes and 

Manzan.  

GUATEMALA 
The Fuego volcano erupted on 10 May, emitting lava and 

causing a temporary highway closure between Escuintla 

and Sacatepéquez Departments. 

MEXICO 
The Popocatepetl volcano increased in activity with smoke 

and ash emissions. Authorities carried out preventative 

measures, including talks with communities close to the 

volcano and distribution of masks.  

 

DROUGHT 
North-east Brazil and Paraguay’s Central Codillera region 

suffered the effects of severe drought. In Brazil, the 

drought is considered the worst in the last 30 years. In 

Paraguay, it is one of the worst droughts in the country’s 

history.   

BRAZIL 
The federal Government allocated about $1.35 billion for 

people affected by drought in the north-east. The lack of 

rain caused emergency situations in 450 municipalities, 

affecting close to 4 million people. These funds were used 

to distribute water and support farmers. The Government 

also created an Integrated Committee for the Fight 

against Drought.  

PARAGUAY 
About 250,000 families (1.3 million people) in the 

mountainous central area were affected. Authorities and 

humanitarian partners, such as WFP, distributed seeds to 

help mitigate the effects of the drought. On 17 January, 

Paraguay issued a 90-day national emergency decree for a 

food emergency. 

 

COLD TEMPERATURES 
Low temperatures affected Corrientes Province in 

Argentina and the Andean highlands in Peru. Intense cold 

spells have caused losses in the agriculture sector. 

ARGENTINA 
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Corrientes Province in north-east Argentina was the most 

affected by temperatures that reached below freezing. In 

June, the provincial government issued an agricultural 

emergency for 10 areas that suffered damages in 80 per 

cent of crops, with losses reaching approximately $131 

million. 

PERU 
More than 11,660 people in the Andean highlands were 

affected by cold weather, especially in the Departments of 

Puno, Cusco, Arequipa, Ayacucho, Apurímac, 

Huancavelica and Junín, where temperatures reached 

below 0ºC.  

The Government, through INDECI, sent clothing, blankets 

and food as part of its 2012 Cold Weather Intervention 

Plan, for which it has allocated about $13 million.   

EPIDEMIC 
Authorities in Colombia, Ecuador and Guatemala were on 

alert due to the increase in dengue cases. In Bolivia, the 

number of AH1N1 influenza cases reached 480.  

DENGUE 
Since the beginning of 2012, Colombia has reported 

23,235 cases of dengue and two deaths. The departments 

with the highest number of cases are Huila, followed by 

Meta, Valle and Caquetá. The most affected people are 

children under age 14. 

In Ecuador, more than 10,880 dengue cases were reported 

in 20 provinces, as well as 20 dengue-related deaths. The 

provinces with high rates of dengue are Guayas, Manabí, 

Los Ríos, El Oro and Esmeraldas. Authorities report that 70 

per cent of the country has ideal environmental conditions 

for reproducing the dengue vector.  

Since the beginning of the year, there have been 730 

suspected cases of dengue and 100 confirmed in 

Guatemala. Coatepeque and Escuintla Departments are 

most vulnerable to the proliferation of the dengue 

mosquito. 

 

INFLUENZA AH1N1 
The Bolivian Ministry of Health and Sports reports 2,280 

suspected cases and 725 confirmed cases of AH1N1 

influenza. La Paz Department has more than 480 cases. 

This is the highest, followed by Santa Cruz with 160 and 

Oruro with more than 30. 

                                                           
i Los eventos clasificados  para este informe siguen  criterios utilizados por el 
CRED. Para saber más sobre metodología CRED, visite www.cred.be.            
Algunas estimativas en este informe deben ser utilizados con cautela por los 
lectores, una vez que pueden no ser números finales oficiales aceptados por  
autoridades nacionales; pero si estuvieron reportados en documentos 
publicados y sirven como base para el propósito de esta publicación. Es bueno 
considerar que el impacto económico, ni siempre es reportado de manera 
oficial tan pronto pasa el desastre y pueden variar dependiendo de fuentes y 
metodologías aplicadas. 


