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This report is produced by OCHA Yemen in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Yemen on 5 August 2014. The 
next Situation Report will be issued on or around 15 August 2014.  

Highlights 

 Conditions in Amran Governorate and neighbouring 
areas remain calm, and humanitarian partners are re-
establishing operations there. To date, partners have 
distributed one-time assistance – mainly food and 
hygiene kits – to about 5,000 families who were 
displaced by recent conflict.  
 

 Internally displaced persons (IDPs) appear to be 
returning to Amran in increasing numbers, though no 
overall estimate is currently available. As of 24 July, 
local people estimated that about half of IDPs had 
already returned. At the peak of the crisis, partners 
estimated that 45,000 people had been displaced. 
 

 Partners are confident that a measles outbreak in 
Arhab District (Sana’a Governorate, neighbouring 
Amran) is under control after a vaccination campaign 
began during the Eid holiday. The last phase of the 
campaign will be completed this week.   
 

 Humanitarian partners report no obstacles to resuming 
their work in Amran to date. The Humanitarian 
Coordinator travelled to Amran on 24 July to observe 
local conditions and advocate humanitarian access. 
However, some humanitarian assets looted during the 
conflict remain missing, and partners look forward to 
working with local authorities to recover these assets 
as quickly as possible.  

 

 

 

Situation Overview 
The situation in Amran Governorate remains calm, and access to and from the area is open. Humanitarian partners 
are re-establishing programmes in Amran this week and have mostly completed one-time food and WASH support 
to the neediest displaced families

1
 there and in Sana’a. At the height of the conflict in early July, partners estimated 

about 45,000 people were displaced, although this figure could not be independently verified. IDP families have 
been returning home in growing numbers over the last week, but an overall estimate of returnees is not yet 
available. Outside Amran, intermittent clashes occurred last week in Al Jawf Governorate between groups affiliated 
with Al Houthis and Al Islah, reportedly displacing up to 100 families. A ceasefire came into force in Al Jawf on 3 
August, and the area was calm as of 5 August. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator visited Amran City and Bait Badi village on 24 July, where he met with local 
authorities, advocated humanitarian access and promoted mutual commitments on humanitarian action. The 

                                                      
 
1
 The standard estimate of family size in Yemen is seven people.  

 

Assistance and assessment locations since 15 July 

 
Source: Amran Emergency Task Force partner reports. Coloured areas 
indicate where assistance of some kind has been provided since 15 July as 
a result of the most recent fighting in Amran. This does not necessarily 
imply full coverage of all humanitarian needs in that area.  
 

https://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info/document/ground-rules-humanitarian-operations-yemen
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mission also visited conflict-affected sites. Local people in Amran estimated that around half of internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) from the most recent conflict had already returned, with more expected during the Eid-al-Fitr holiday 
that began on 28 July. This impression is broadly corroborated by reports from partners, who have observed falling 
numbers of IDPs in displacement locations. As security continues to improve, partners expect that returns will 
accelerate. However, some IDPs could face difficulties in returning home, particularly those perceived as 
opponents of Al Houthis and those whose homes were severely damaged or destroyed. Current unverified reports 
estimate between 200 and 500 houses were damaged in the recent conflict. Partners are currently refining these 
estimates, with initial indications pointing to only limited damage in Amran City and neighbouring areas.   

Humanitarian partners returning to Amran have not reported obstacles to resuming their operations. Improvements 
in security and the cooperative stance of local authorities have helped to facilitate this return. However, some 
humanitarian assets were looted during the recent conflict, which is unacceptable under any circumstances. 
Partners were encouraged by the speedy return of looted property to a local NGO and look forward to working with 
local authorities to recover missing assets taken from the common UN compound. These efforts are ongoing. 

Over the next week, partners will focus mainly on finalizing assessments under way or recently completed – 
including on the status of returnees who may need assistance – and maintaining support to those most in need. To 
date, initial, one-time aid distributions have reached about 5,000 displaced families in Sana’a and Amran. As IDPs 
increasingly return home, aid efforts will shift to identifying what kind of assistance people require and providing 
that assistance where affected people are located. At the same time, partners will develop a clearer picture of how 
many people are unlikely to return home and adjust programmes as required to meet their needs.    

Funding 
Partners plan to submit about 10 proposals to the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) to meet needs resulting from 
the recent conflict in Amran. Two of these projects have been approved by the clusters and are currently being 
processed by OCHA. Partners have agreed a deadline of 10 August to submit ERF proposals.  

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The most vulnerable conflict-affected people require food assistance. Partners have identified about 1,800 
families newly displaced from Amran to Sana’a who require food aid.  

 About 18,000 families from Amran and Sa’ada Governorates were receiving food distributions in Amran before 
the most recent wave of conflict.  

Response: 

 Partners have completed food distributions for about 1,640 IDP families in Sana’a; distributions to the remaining 
160 families will be completed this week. These distributions constitute a one-time assistance package based 
on evidence that most families intend to return to Amran shortly.  

 Food distributions to about 1,500 IDP families within Amran Governorate were completed just before the Eid 
holiday. As in Sana’a, these distributions constituted a one-time assistance package, as most families are 
expected to return home soon. 

 Food distributions to the pre-conflict IDP population (18,000 families) have not resumed in Amran due to 
concerns over security of humanitarian assets. Partners are distributing food aid to this population from Sana’a 
and had reached about 1,000 families as of last week. Some of these families were displaced again by the most 
recent fighting, while others travelled from Amran to collect their rations. 

 One-time cash grants reached nearly 2,500 families in As Sawd, As Sudah, Maswar, Thula and Jabal Iyal Yazid 
Districts. Of these families, around 1,100 are in Maswar District.  

 About 20 families displaced by recent fighting in Al Jawf Governorate have received one-time food assistance.  

Gaps and constraints:  

 The vast majority of people (18,000 families) who had been receiving food distributions in Amran before the 
most recent conflict have not received food aid since the latest wave of conflict broke out. Partners are striving 
to resume these operations as soon as security concerns for humanitarian assets can be allayed.  
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 Health 

Needs: 

 Health facilities in Amran, including the Government hospital in Amran city, remain in dire need of medical 
supplies, human resources and fuel to maintain critical functions.  

 Partners reported a measles outbreak in Arhab District (Sana’a Governorate), adjacent to Amran. Although the 
outbreak is not directly related to the conflict in Amran, more frequent population movements due to conflict 
could facilitate the spread of the disease.  

Response: 

 Partners conducted a measles vaccination campaign over the Eid holidays and are confident that the outbreak 
is under control. The first round of vaccinations targeted children 6 to 11 months old and 12 to 59 months old, 
reaching 97 per cent and 108 per cent of targets for each respective group. The second round will be completed 
this week.  

 The Ministry of Health and partners are distributing essential drugs to the hospital in Amran City and to health 
facilities in adjacent districts. Amran hospital is also supported with medical staff. 

 Reporductive health and dignity kits are being distributed to Amran IDPs in Al Jawf (Barat Al Anan and Al Maton 
Districts) and in northern Amran Governorate (Al Ashah, Al Qaflah and Harf Sufyan Districts).  

 Partners have developed plans for two stand-by mobile clinics to be ready to enter Amran depending on needs 
of IDPs. The clinics would target Amran City and neighbouring Districts and would each include a physician, 
midwife and nurse. 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Critical medical equipment – including 14 oxygen cylinders and an ambulance stocked with medical supplies 
and equipment – were looted from Amran City hospital during the conflict. None of these items have been 
returned.  

Protection 

Needs: 

 According to a recent protection assessment in three-conflict affected Districts, 85 per cent of adults and 82 per 
cent of children report significant psychological distress. Many adults report suffering from anxiety, fear, 
restlessness and changes in sleeping patterns. Care-givers report that children are suffering mainly from 
unusual crying and screaming, difficulties in sleeping, nightmares and bedwetting.  

 The same assessment also showed that at least 30 per cent of respondents observed children from the 
community being recruited and used by armed forces and armed groups.  

 Protection monitoring reports indicate a large number of children associated with armed forces among 
conflicting parties. 

 Unverified reports indicate that between 25 and 30 schools across Amran remain occupied by militants.   

Response: 

 Members of the Community-Based Protection Network are monitoring respect for basic human rights, including 
child rights, among displaced and conflict-affected people. Network partners are also providing assistance 
where access allows. Staff from the Amran Community Centre who relocated to Sana’a are now monitoring the 
situation of IDPs in Sana’a – particularly marginalized groups who had been living in Amran.  

 Response activities in the last week include psycho-social counselling and referrals, as well as one-time cash 
assistance for extremely vulnerable IDPs in Sana’a. Some partners have also included dignity kits aid 
distributions. These kits reduce risks of infections and disease for women and girls and help preserve dignity.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Traditional sensitivities around certain protection issues – including child soldiers and gender-based violence –
may cause assessments to under-estimate actual incidence of these issues..  

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Unverified reports from local partners estimate that between 200 and 500 houses were damaged in the most 
recent conflict. According to one estimate, over 40 per cent of these houses were in one village: Bani Maimoun 
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(Jabal Iyal Yazid District). Partners are working to verify these reports this week. Returnees to these areas are 
likely to require longer-term shelter support.  

 Partners expect that a limited number of people will be unable to return to Amran in the short term due to 
perceived political affiliation or damage to their homes. As a result, they will require longer-term shelter support.  

Response: 

 Humanitarian partners have distributed basic shelter materials to the most vulnerable families in Amran 
Governorate.  

 Shelter and NFI materials for 1,000 families have arrived in Sana’a, and partners are finalizing plans for their 
distribution to newly displaced families this week.  

Gaps and constraints:   

 Incomplete information on the scale of damage hinders planning for the longer-term response. To date, reports 
of destroyed or significantly damaged homes are limited. However, if wider damage is found, partners will need 
to prepare to offer longer-term shelter assistance to recently arrived IDPs and shelter support for returnees who 
find their homes severely damaged. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Safe drinking water is the primary need for IDPs and conflict-affected households. Hygiene is another concern.  

Response: 

 In Sana’a, partners delivered hygiene kits during food distributions before Eid to around 900 families displaced 
by the most recent wave of conflict.  

 Partners have begun to distribute water filters and hygiene kits to IDP families in Amran Governorate. To date, 
about 1,300 families have received water filters and hygiene kits in Amran, Jabal Iyal Yazid and Iyal Suriayh 
Districts. A further 300 families have received hygiene kits in Amran and will receive water filters this week.  

 About 20 families displaced by recent fighting in Al Jawf Governorate have received hygiene kits.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Very few schools in affected areas possess acceptable WASH facilities – including separate facilities for males 
and females.  

Logistics 

Constraint: 

 The nationwide fuel crisis seriously undermines people’s ability to cope with the crisis (i.e., obtain fuel for 
cooking, generators for power or pumping water, etc.). Humanitarian partners also face constraints due to fuel 
shortages, notably in powering life-saving equipment like water pumps and medical equipment.   

General Coordination 

 The Amran Emergency Task Force (AETF), established in line with the Contingency Plan for Amran, has been 
meeting regularly since the beginning of June to coordinate information, assessments and response. A smaller 
team within the AETF – composed of the leads of life-saving clusters – is managing an operational cell that 
coordinates immediate response. For information on the next AETF meeting, please contact Mr. John Ratcliffe 
(details below). 

 The AETF has agreed to continue to meet regularly until a substantial operational presence is re-established in 
Amran and a multi-sector rapid assessment (MIRA) has been completed that can fill continuing information 
gaps.  
 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. Erich Ogoso, Public Information Officer (Sana’a), ogoso@un.org, Tel: +967 71 2222 831 

Mr. John Ratcliffe, OCHA Humanitarian Affairs Officer (Sana’a), ratcliffej@un.org, +967 71 2222 853 

For more information on humanitarian action in Yemen, please visit http://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info   

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochayemen@un.org  
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