
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

Yemen: Amran conflict  
Situation Report No. 7 (as of 23 July 2014) 

 
 
This report is produced by OCHA Yemen in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Yemen on 24 July 2014. The next 
Situation Report will be issued on or around 30 July 2014.  

Highlights 

 Al Houthi militants seized control of Dharwan village in Hamdan District (Sana’a Governorate) on 16 July. Apart 
from this incident, conflict-affected areas remained calm this week with limited movements of civilians within 
Amran City. Several partners report that they intend to resume operations in Amran in the coming days.   
 

 Partner reports indicate that internally displaced persons (IDPs) have begun to return home, although no overall 
estimate is available. At least four of eleven schools reported to host IDPs have been abandoned as IDPs 
return, and IDPs in other areas have largely signalled their intention to return soon. However, people perceived 
to oppose Al Houthis could face difficulty in returning, potentially adding to protracted internal displacement in 
Yemen.  

 

 Response efforts continue for people in Amran and Sana’a Governorates. In Amran, partners will have provided 
assistance – mostly cash, food, shelter and WASH – to about 4,000 families by the end of next week. In Sana’a, 
partners are assisting about 2,700 IDP families this week and next – mostly with food and hygiene. This 
includes about 900 families who had been displaced before the most recent wave of conflict. 
 

 A measles outbreak has been reported in Arhab District (Sana’a Governorate). The outbreak is not directly 
related to the conflict in Amran, but partners are concerned that population movements associated with the 
conflict and upcoming Eid holiday could promote spread of the disease. More data will be available on 27 July. 

 

Current Government displacement estimates and new response efforts due to conflict in Amran 

 

Sources: Government IDP Executive Unit; partner reports of new response by location. Note: Official displacement estimates are the result of an ongoing 
registration and verification exercise. As a result, figures here should be taken as a barometer of the relative scale of displacement in different areas, rather than 
precise figures. Response efforts to date have focused in highest-need areas, and partners emphasize that displacement does not necessarily imply need. 
Distributions do not take place in all areas of Sana’a; instead, IDPs travel to established distribution points.  
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Situation Overview 
Al Houthi militants took control of Dharwan village in Hamdan District (Sana’a Governorate) on 16 July and 
reportedly destroyed the home of a leading Al Houthi opponent. Besides this incident, the conflict-affected area 
remained calm over the last week. Al Houthi affiliates remain in de facto control of Amran Governorate, although 
some local government offices have reportedly resumed work. Local sources continue to report no sign of Al 
Houthis reducing their presence in Amran.  

The precise scale of needs within Amran Governorate remains impossible to verify independently, as partners are 
in the process of re-establishing presence there. However, it is clear that IDPs have begun to return home. In 
Hajjah Governorate, an assessment mission found only 75 displaced families – substantially fewer than the 669 
that had been reported earlier. Remaining families signalled their intention to return home ahead of the Eid holiday 
next week. At least 500 people continue to shelter in schools in conflict-affected areas. This represents a significant 
drop since last week, and partners report that at least four of eleven schools reported to host IDPs are now empty, 
as people have returned home. Despite this positive sign, partners predict that it will be difficult for some people to 
return – especially those perceived as opponents of Al Houthis, or those whose homes were severely damaged. 
Unverified reports estimate that between 200 and 500 homes were damaged in the most recent wave of conflict. 
Given that population movements remain extremely fluid, the Amran Emergency Cell is no longer using 45,000 
people as a working estimate of current displacement. Instead, partners are working on the assumption that returns 
are likely to increase after one-time assistance programmes in Sana’a have been completed and in preparation for 
the Eid holiday next week.  

Access to Amran remained relatively open for much of last week, although some partners delayed their return to 
the area following clashes in Dharwan, which sits on the Sana’a-Amran road. Several international partners report 
that they intend to return to Amran this week to resume operations. On 15 July, Al Houthi affiliates returned four 
trucks of food to the World Food Programme (WFP) that had been seized in late June and early July, and it 
appears that stocks on the trucks had not been looted. Al Houthi representatives deny responsibility for the seizure 
of the trucks, but also prevented them from travelling out of Amranto Sana’a on the grounds that the food 
assistance should remain in Amran. The Humanitarian Coordinator travelled to Amran this morning and will meet 
with all stakeholders to promote principled humanitarian action and adherence to the Yemen Humanitarian Country 
Team’s ground rules for humanitarian operations. The mission will also observe general conditions in Amran and 
surrounding areas, including the status of humanitarian assets, as well as advocate the quick resumption of aid 
programmes and preparations to assist vulnerable returnees.  

Response efforts continue in Sana’a Governorate, where the Amran Emergency Cell has agreed a one-time, 
limited assistance package with food, essential items and hygiene kits. About 2,700 IDP families – including nearly 
900 families who had been displaced before the latest round of conflict – will receive assistance this week in 
Sana’a. In Amran, partners report that nearly 4,000 families will receive assistance this week and next, including 
cash grants to about 2,500 conflict-affected families that will start early next week. Overall, vulnerable, conflict-
affected people are still reported to require aid for food, essential goods, health, water, sanitation and hygiene.  

Funding 
Humanitarian agencies have the capacity to respond to immediate needs. Additional funding requirements will be 
addressed through the Emergency Response Fund (ERF) as needed. Several ERF proposals are currently under 
review by clusters before being submitted to the OCHA Humanitarian Financing Unit.  

The UK-based START fund has allocated US$266,295 (£155,970) to two partners working in areas affected by the 
Amran conflict. This funding will be used to support measles vaccination in areas with high mobility of people from 
the conflict zone, as well as hygiene and other needs of pregnant and lactating women.  

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The most vulnerable conflict-affected people require food assistance. About 18,000 families from Amran and 
Sa’ada Governorates were receiving food distributions in Amran before the most recent wave of conflict.  
 

https://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info/document/ground-rules-humanitarian-operations-yemen
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Response: 

 Partners are conducting food distributions this week in Sana’a both for people displaced before the latest round 
of conflict and for the newly displaced. Of the 18,000 families who had been receiving food distributions in 
Amran before the most recent conflict, 886 received food aid this week in Sana’a. Some of these families were 
displaced again by the most recent fighting, while others travelled from Amran to collect their rations.  

 Food distributions to about 900 families displaced to Sana’a by the most recent conflict in Amran will be 
completed by the end of this week. Partners also completed distributions to about 1,000 displaced families last 
week. 

 Within Amran Governorate, food distributions to about 1,200 families in Thula, Jabal Iyal Yazid and Amran 
Districts will be completed by the end of this week.  

 One-time cash grants will begin early next week for nearly 2,500 families in As Sawd, As Sudah, Maswar, Thula 
and Jabal Iyal Yazid Districts. Of these families, around 1,100 are in Maswar District.  

Gaps and constraints:  

 The vast majority of people (18,000 families) who had been receiving food distributions in Amran before the 
most recent conflict have not received food aid since the latest wave of conflict broke out. Partners are 
distributing to this population from Sana’a, but operational constraints within Amran prevent them from fully 
resuming distributions there. 

 Partners operating this week within Amran Governorate report that they have reached their capacity for food 
distribution programmes. If substantial additional needs are confirmed, other partners will be required.  
 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Health facilities in Amran, including the government hospital in Amran city, remain in dire need of medical 
supplies, human resources and fuel to maintain critical functions.  

 Partners have reported a measles outbreak in Arhab District (Sana’a Governorate), adjacent to Amran. 
Although the outbreak is not directly related to the conflict in Amran, more frequent population movements due 
to conflict and the coming Eid holiday could facilitate the spread of the disease.  

Response: 

 The Ministry of Health and partners are distributing essential drugs to the hospital in Amran City and to health 
facilities in adjacent districts. Amran hospital is also supported with medical staff. 

 Partners have developed plans for two stand-by mobile clinics to be ready to enter Amran depending on needs 
of IDPs. The clinics would target Amran City and neighbouring Districts and would each include a physician, 
midwife and nurse. 

 Partners are meeting this week to discuss response and containment strategies for the measles outbreak, 
including an expanded programme of immunization (EPI). 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Health facilities are reportedly overwhelmed in terms of capacity to respond, particularly in Amran City. 
  

Protection 

Needs: 

 Although some IDPs who had been sheltering in schools have returned home, at least 500 people remain in 
schools, in addition to reports of other IDPs living in public buildings or in the open. These conditions offer little 
to no privacy or protection for women and children.  

 Protection monitoring reports indicate a large number of child associated with armed forces among the two 
conflicting parties.  

 Partners report discrimination against IDPs seeking to rent accommodations or access medical care in Sana’a. 
IDPs belonging to marginalized groups are also facing discrimination, with some reportedly denied access to 
schools by local communities where they are living.  
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Response: 

 Members of the Community-Based Protection Network are monitoring protection of basic human rights, 
including child rights, among displaced and conflict-affected people and are providing assistance where access 
allows. Staff from the Amran Community Centre who relocated to Sana’a are now monitoring the situation of 
IDPs in Sana’a – particularly marginalized groups who had been living in Amran.  

 Response activities in the last week include psycho-social counselling and referrals, as well as one-time cash 
assistance for extremely vulnerable IDPs in Sana’a. Some partners have also included dignity kits aid 
distributions. These kits reduce risks of infections and disease for women and girls and help preserve dignity.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Traditional sensitivities around certain protection issues – including child soldiers and gender-based violence –
may cause assessments to under-estimate actual incidence of these issues.  
 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 At least 500 IDPs continue to seek shelter in schools. Although significant numbers of school-based IDPs have 
returned home, solutions must be found for remaining IDPs before the school year begins in September. 

 Unverified reports from local partners estimate that between 200 and 500 houses were damaged in the most 
recent conflict. According to one estimate, over 40 per cent of these houses were in one village: Bani Maimoun 
(Jabal Iyal Yazid District). Partners are working to verify these reports this week.  

Response: 

 Humanitarian partners have distributed basic shelter materials to the most vulnerable families in Amran 
Governorate.  

 Shelter and NFI materials for 1,000 families have been transported from Aden to Sana’a and are ready for 
distribution in Amran as soon as conditions allow.  

Gaps and constraints:   

 To date, reports of destroyed or significantly damaged homes in Amran Governorate are limited. However, if 
wider damage is found in the coming days, partners will need to prepare to offer longer-term shelter assistance 
to recently arrived IDPs and shelter support for returnees who find their homes severely damaged. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Safe drinking water is the primary need for IDPs and conflict-affected households. Hygiene is another concern.  

Response: 

 In Sana’a, partners this week are coordinating with the Food Security cluster to include hygiene kits in food 
distributions to around 900 people displaced by the most recent wave of conflict.  

 Partners have ensured access to safe water for about 95 families seeking shelter in schools in Sana’a and 
Amran Governorates in the last week.  

 Cluster partners confirm that they have adequate supplies ready to begin distributions of hygiene kits in Amran 
Governorate as soon as security permits.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Very few schools in affected areas possess acceptable WASH facilities – including separate facilities for males 
and females.  
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Logistics 

Constraint: 

 The nationwide fuel crisis seriously undermines people’s ability to cope with the crisis (i.e., obtain fuel for 
cooking, generators for power or pumping water, etc.). Humanitarian partners also face constraints due to fuel 
shortages, notably in powering life-saving equipment like water pumps and medical equipment.   
 

General Coordination 

 The Amran Emergency Task Force (AETF), established in line with the Contingency Plan for Amran, has been 
meeting regularly since the beginning of June to coordinate information, assessments and response. A smaller 
team within the AETF – composed of the leads of life-saving clusters – has been tasked with managing an 
operational cell that coordinates immediate response. For information on the next AETF or Emergency Cell 
meetings, please contact Mr. John Ratcliffe (details below). 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. Erich Ogoso, Public Information Officer (Sana’a), ogoso@un.org, Tel: +967 71 2222 831 

Mr. John Ratcliffe, OCHA Humanitarian Affairs Officer (Sana’a), ratcliffej@un.org, +967 71 2222 853 

For more information on humanitarian action in Yemen, please visit http://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info   

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochayemen@un.org  
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