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This report is produced by OCHA Yemen in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Yemen. The next Situation Report 
will be issued on or around 23 July 2014.  

Highlights 

 Fighting in Amran and neighbouring areas of Sana’a Governorate has stopped, and the situation is reportedly 
calm. Humanitarian partners are ready to return to Amran as soon as access permits; a smaller-scale response 
is under way for IDPs living in Sana’a.  
 

 Verifying information from Amran remains extremely difficult. The Amran Emergency Cell is using 45,000 as a 
working estimate of people displaced since the end of April. Of this estimate, over half have remained within 
Amran Governorate. These figures have not been verified, and partners emphasize that displacement is not 
necessarily equivalent to need for assistance.  

 

 Response efforts last week in Amran were limited due to active conflict. With improving security, partners hope 
to expand relief programmes in the coming days. About 1,500 families are receiving food and NFI assistance in 
Amran, and partners are delivering aid to about 1,800 displaced families in Sana’a. The key response priority 
remains regaining access to Amran in order to deliver aid to affected people.  
 

 The Humanitarian Coordinator hopes to travel to Amran City in the coming days in order to:    
1) Urge parties to abide by the ground rules of humanitarian action in conflict-affected areas and guarantee the 
protection of civilians, humanitarian assets and property; 
2) Negotiate access to affected people and ensure that aid reaches all those assessed to be in need; 
3) Obtain parties’ commitment to the safety and security of aid workers.  
 

> 500,000 
 
Total pre-conflict 
population of the most 
affected districts in Amran 
Governorate 

85,000 
 
Total pre-conflict 
population of Amran City 

~ 45,000 (est) 
 
Working estimate of 
people displaced by 
conflict in Amran since 
late April 2014 (unverified) 

55 per cent 
 
Share of total estimated 
IDPs since April 2014 who 
have remained in Amran 
Governorate (unverified) 

~ 65,000  
 
Population estimated to 
have been displaced by 
conflict in Amran between 
2010 and April 2014 
(UNHCR estimate as of 
30 June 2014) 

Situation Overview 
Fighting in and around Amran Governorate has ceased, 
and conflict-affected areas are reportedly calm. Media 
reports have widely cited an agreement by Al Houthis to 
withdraw from Amran Governorate, but local sources 
refer to the differing interpretations of the scope and 
contents of the agreement among conflict parties. 
Although Al Houthi affiliates have reportedly invited 
local government officials to return to work and have 
begun returning control of some military and 
government infrastructure to legal authorities, local 
sources report a continued large-scale Al Houthi 
presence in Amran City and neighbouring areas, with no indication of an imminent reduction. These sources also 
report that markets are open, and people are mostly moving normally – including leaving the city. However, some 
local sources assert that markets have been forced to open, and that any appearance of normality is artificial.        

The precise scale of needs within Amran Governorate remains impossible to verify independently due to security-
related access restrictions. As a result, international partners are collating reports mainly from local sources. Based 
on these reports, the Amran Emergency Cell is currently using 45,000 as a working estimate of the number of  

Working estimate of Amran displacement since late April 2014 

Governorate Individuals (est.) 

Amran 25,168 

Sana’a (including city) 13,119 

Hajjah 4,683 

Al Jawf 1,175 

Total estimate ~ 45,000 

Source: Humanitarian partner reports collated by Amran Emergency Cell 
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people displaced since late April. According to partners, a substantial 
number of these families have been displaced without an able adult 
male, potentially exposing their protection risks.  

Response efforts are under way in Sana’a Governorate, where the 
Amran Emergency Cell has agreed a one-off, limited assistance 
package to include food, essential items and some hygiene kits. 
Given the apparently limited scale of need, partners are urging a light 
response in Sana’a on the understanding that most IDPs prefer to 
return home as soon as possible and to avoid creating a “pull factor” 
from Amran. Humanitarian partners confirm that they are ready to 
respond in Amran Governorate as soon as access permits. The 
ongoing national fuel crisis is exacerbating both humanitarian needs – 
people are less able to pump water or access transport, for example 
– and response constraints. 

Displacement alone is not an indication of need, and over-emphasis 
on establishing a precise displacement figure risks losing sight of 
other conflict-related needs that require assistance. Partner reports 
indicate that most IDPs remain in Amran Governorate and are staying 
with friends or family. At least 1,500 people are sheltering in schools 
(including at least 350 in Sana’a), and others have been reported 
living in public buildings or in the open. Partners have also recently 
completed health and protection assessments in Amran Governorate, 
focusing primarily on people displaced between late April and late 
June. Preliminary protection results indicate that the vast majority of 
respondents have experienced significant psychological distress due 
to displacement. Health assessment results illustrate that many 
health facilities in affected areas need substantial material and 
personnel support. Final assessment reports will be released next 
week. Overall, vulnerable, conflict-affected people are still reported to 
require assistance for food, essential goods, health, water, sanitation 
and hygiene.  

 

Funding 
Humanitarian agencies have the capacity to respond to immediate 
needs. Additional funding requirements will be addressed through the 
Emergency Response Fund (ERF) as needed.  

The Shelter/CCCM/NFIs cluster has stated their partners will need to 
urgently request funding as the in-country pipeline is unable to meet 
identified needs.  

 

 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 The most vulnerable conflict-affected people require food assistance.  

Response: 

 Limited food distributions will begin by the end of the week for 1,800 families displaced to Sana’a Governorate 
by the most recent fighting. Distributions are already under way for an earlier population of IDPs from Amran 
living in Sana’a.  

 Food distributions have begun for about 1,500 families in Amran Governorate.  

 

IDPs registered by Government IDP Executive 
Unit (Amran and Sana’a Governorates) 
 

 

 

Source: Government IDP Executive Unit. IDP registration 
efforts are ongoing. Humanitarian partners are using 45,000 
IDPs as a working displacement estimate while the formal 
IDP pre-registration is completed.  
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Gaps and constraints:  

 Fuel shortages complicated efforts to obtain wheat flour for planned food distributions and delayed operations 
by several days.  

 Health 

Needs: 

 Health facilities in Amran, including the government hospital in Amran city, are in dire need of medical supplies, 
human resources – and fuel to operate critical functions.  

 The Cluster has recently completed an Initial Rapid Needs Assessment in 10 priority districts categorized as 
IDP locations or conflict-affected: Amran City, Raydah, Iyal Surayh, Jabal Iyal Yazid, Kharif, Bani Suraim, Al 
Sudah, As Sawd, Maswar and Thula. More details (including a full list of observations and priority 
recommendations) will be released next week. Initial results indicate the following:  

o Top challenges facing health facilities in assessed areas include lack of qualified personnel 
(including women), inadequate medical supplies and equipment, and degraded infrastructure.  

o Top sources of health problems in assessed areas are water pollution, malnutrition, environmental 
degradation and low health awareness.  

Response: 

 The Ministry of Health and partners are distributing essential drugs to the hospital in Amran City and to health 
facilities in adjacent districts. Amran hospital is also supported with medical staff. 

Gaps and constraints:  

 Health facilities are reportedly overwhelmed in terms of capacity to respond, particularly in Amran City.  
 

Protection 

Needs: 

 At least 1,500 people are sheltering in schools, in addition to reports of other IDPs living in public buildings or in 
the open. These conditions offer little to no privacy or protection for women and children.  

 Protection monitoring reports indicate large number of child soldiers among the two conflicting parties.  

 The Protection Cluster recently completed an assessment of 60 households in Jabal Iyal Yazid, As-Sudah and 
Raydah Districts. The assessment found that the vast majority of respondents (82 per cent of children and 85 
per cent of adults) had experienced negative psychological or behavioural changes as a result of displacement. 
Full assessment results will be released next week. 

Response: 

 Members of the Community-Based Protection Network are monitoring protection of basic human rights, 
including child rights, among displaced and conflict-affected people and are providing assistance where access 
allows. Staff from the Amran Community Centre who relocated to Sana’a are now monitoring the situation of 
IDPs in Sana’a – particularly marginalized groups who had been living in Amran.  

 Response activities in the last week include psycho-social counselling and referral to other service providers in 
Sana’a. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Traditional sensitivities around certain protection issues – including child soldiers and gender-based violence – 
may indicate that results from the protection assessments on these issues may under-estimate actual incidence. 
More details will be available with the full report next week.   
 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Thousands of displaced families as well are hundreds of conflict-affected families whose houses have been 
damaged or destroyed in the fighting are in need of shelter support. Preliminary findings from assessments 
among IDPs in Sana’a describe a pressing need for shelter support, including for at least 350 people identified 
as living in schools. 
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Response: 

Humanitarian partners have distributed basic shelter materials to the most vulnerable families in Amran 
Governorate.  

Gaps and constraints:   

 Some IDP families in Sana’a reportedly face challenges in renting accommodation in Sana’a as they have fled 
without identification papers.  

 To date, reports of destroyed or significantly damaged homes in Amran Governorate are limited. However, if 
wider damage is found in the coming days, partners will need to prepare to offer longer-term shelter assistance 
to recently arrived IDPs. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Safe drinking water is the primary need for IDPs and conflict-affected households. Hygiene is another concern.  

 Very few schools in affected areas possess acceptable WASH facilities – including separate facilities for males 
and females. As a result, IDPs sheltering in schools – including about 104 families in five schools in Raydah 
District and at least 350 people in Sana’a – need urgent assistance.  

 IDPs in Amran Governorate are putting additional strain on already scarce water sources. According to the 
preliminary results of the rapid health assessment, the main sources of water in assessed districts are rainwater 
(35.5 per cent), water trucks (19 per cent), and surface water (11.5 per cent). Sanitation levels are also low: 
26.6 per cent of assessed areas rely on open areas (fields or bushes) for sanitation. 

Response: 

 Cluster partners confirm that they have adequate supplies ready to begin distributions of hygiene kits in Amran 
Governorate as soon as security permits.  

 In Sana’a, a limited distribution of hygiene kits is under way to support the most vulnerable displaced families – 
particularly those living in schools. To date, these efforts are targeting 2,000 people.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Partners are hesitant to introduce water trucking programmes for IDPs due to concerns that this could create an 
artificially protracted displacement situation.  

Logistics 

Constraint: 

 The nationwide fuel crisis seriously undermines people’s ability to cope with the crisis (i.e., obtaining fuel for 
cooking, generators for power and water pumping, etc.). Humanitarian partners also face constraints due to fuel 
shortages, notably in powering life-saving equipment like water pumps and medical equipment.   

General Coordination 

 The Amran Emergency Task Force (AETF), established in line with the Contingency Plan for Amran, has been 
meeting regularly since the beginning of June to coordinate information, assessments and response. A smaller 
team within the AETF – composed of the leads of life-saving clusters – has been tasked with managing an 
operational cell that coordinates immediate response. For information on the next AETF or Emergency Cell 
meetings, please contact Ms. Inger-Johanne Tjoflaat (details below). 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mr. Erich Ogoso, Public Information Officer (Sana’a), ogoso@un.org, Tel: +967 71 2222 831 

Ms. Inger-Johanne Tjoflaat, OCHA Head of Coordination Unit (Sana’a), tjoflaat@un.org, Tel: + 967 71 2222 836 

For more information on humanitarian action in Yemen, please visit http://yemen.humanitarianresponse.info   

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochayemen@un.org  
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