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LIBERIA EBOLA RESPONSE 
  
BACKGROUND                                                               . 

A rapidly evolving regional outbreak of the highly contagious Ebola viral disease has claimed 
613 lives in West Africa according to the latest report by the World Health Organization (WHO). 
The total number of cases attributed to Ebola has risen to 982.  

This outbreak began early in 2014 in forested areas of southeastern Guinea and is already 
unprecedented in terms of geographic scope, as well as the number of infections and deaths. 
Porous borders between the three affected countries (Liberia, Guinea, and Sierra Leone), weak 
infrastructure and health care capacity in the area, and the fact that cases have been confirmed 
in all three national capitals make the situation particularly challenging and complex. The 
disease causes massive internal bleeding and generally has a mortality rate of between 60 to 
90 percent.  

Samaritan’s Purse has had a field office in Liberia for over a decade. Before the DART 
response, our field staff numbered approximately 425. Since March, we have been 
spearheading a national Ebola awareness campaign that has reached over 425,000 people with 
prevention education.  

Samaritan’s Purse is working to combat Ebola through direct clinical care and public awareness 
campaigns in an effort to reduce morbidity/mortality and transmissions of the deadly and highly 
contagious disease. 

 
HOW SAMARITAN’S PURSE IS RESPONDING                     . 

• Samaritan’s Purse has mobilized an IMT (Incident Management Team) to respond to 
this critical situation. A DART (Disaster Assistance Response Team) has augmented the 
Liberia team response to include additional medical and administrative roles. Our normal 
activities in affected areas of Liberia have shifted to the Ebola response. 

• A team of Samaritan’s Purse medical personnel has been deployed to Liberia and is 
now providing direct clinical care to those infected with the disease. The team is working 
with Liberia’s MoH, U.N. agencies including WHO, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), MSF, and other international relief organizations to provide care 
for patients at our case management centers (CMC) in Monrovia and Foya District. 



• Samaritan’s Purse has more than 350 personnel working in Liberia to provide patient 
care and promote awareness. This number includes country program staff dedicated to 
fighting the outbreak. 

CASE MANAGEMENT: 
• Samaritan’s Purse assumed responsibility for the CMC in Foya from MSF on July 8. The 

facility has been expanded and can now serve a maximum of 30 patients.  
• At ELWA Hospital in Monrovia, Samaritan’s Purse has funded and constructed an 

expanded 20-bed CMC. Samaritan’s Purse is also constructing an additional 40-bed 
facility on the grounds of ELWA. 

• These expanded facilities will allow for the closure of an existing CMC at JFK Hospital. 
The Samaritan’s Purse CMC at ELWA will then become the sole treatment center for 
Liberia’s capital.  

• Samaritan’s Purse has provided four days of comprehensive medical and WASH training 
to MoH staff at JFK in anticipation of the transition. 

• As of July 17, Samaritan’s Purse CMC’s have admitted 54 patients, with 17 discharges 
and 14 deaths.1 

AWARENESS: 
• Samaritan’s Purse continues to prioritize its awareness campaign, with over 425,000 

persons having received Ebola/WASH awareness by July 17. 
• In addition, we have reached 648 schools, churches, and marketplaces with Ebola 

awareness education.  
• As of July 17, we have distributed approximately 160,000 educational pamphlets and 

26,000 posters. 

AVIATION: 
• Samaritan’s Purse has supplied approximately 7 metric tons of equipment and supplies, 

including protective clothing, medications, and lactated ringers solution.  
• Our aircraft have been utilized to transport cargo and personnel for the Liberian MoH, 

U.N. agencies (WHO, UNICEF), MSF, and other governmental and non-governmental 
organizations in support of the overall response. 
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1 Stats from ELWA starting July 6 and Foya July 8 
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