
DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: SALAH AL-DIN

1All information, unless otherwise speci�ed, in this report is from IOM’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) from 25 December 2014 and from �eld 
reports of the Rapid Assessment and Response Teams. For more information 
on the  DTM, visit: http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page

2Figures for number of individual IDPs have been calculated by multiplying the 
number of families by 6, the average size of an Iraqi family.

3 As a single location may host groups of IDPs from di�erent waves of 
displacement, this �gure represents the number of distinct locations in the 
governorate hosting new IDP populations for 2014, regardless of date of 
displacement. 
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hospitals in the governorate have reportedly 
been closed in recent months

81%
of IDPs from Salah al-Din displaced to 
locations outside the governorate

IDP MOVEMENT IN 2014
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DISPLACEMENT IN 2014PROFILE OF DISPLACEMENT1

OVERVIEW

Salah al-Din governorate, located in north-central Iraq and 
home to one of Iraq’s largest oil refineries, has been the 
site of ongoing armed conflict since spring. Before June, 
Salah al-Din was a destination for IDPs fleeing violence in 
Anbar governorate. When this violence spread to Salah al-
Din in June after the armed group (AG) takeover of Mosul 
and Tikrit, families began displacing from Salah al-Din en 
masse. This displacement has continued until today, with 
the majority of IDP families having fled north into Kirkuk, 
Erbil and Sulaymaniyah.  However, a significant number 
of individuals displaced within the governorate; as of 25 
December, there were 53,610 individual IDPs located in 
Salah al-Din.
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AUGUST TOTAL

3,372 IDP families

20,232 IDP 
individuals

21 locations

8,935 IDP families

53,610 IDP 
individuals2

87 locations3

PRE-JUNE

IDENTIFIED IDP FAMILIES

34,827 FLED SALAH 
AL-DIN
8,364 WITHIN 
SALAH AL-DIN
571 TO SALAH AL-
DIN

8,935 TOTAL IN 
SALAH AL-DIN

Al-Fares

2,229 IDP families

13,374 IDP 
individuals

29 locations

544 IDP families

3,264 IDP 
individuals

39 locations

 JUNE-JULY

Baiji

Al-Shirqat

Al-Daur

Tikrit

Samarra

Al-Thethar
Balad

Tooz

POST-SEPTEMBER

2,790 IDP families

16,740 IDP 
individuals

47 locations

2,505-2,665
426-2,504

76
77-200
201-272
273-390
391-425

18,900 
IDPs are living in abandoned 
buildings and schools



In the period before June, Salah al-Din was an area of displacement for 3,264 IDP individuals, 
all of which were from Anbar. After armed groups seized control of Tikrit, Salah al-Din’s capital, 
in early June and violence began to spread throughout the governorate, displacement began 
within Salah al-Din as well as to other governorates, most notably Kirkuk and the Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq (KRI).

In addition to the 3,264 IDPs that came to Salah al-Din from Anbar earlier this year, there are 
50,184 individuals that displaced within Salah al-Din and remain in the governorate. There is 
also a very small number of individuals from Baghdad and Erbil; the ones from Erbil are most 
likely secondary displacements from Anbar or elsewhere. With 15,990 individuals, the majority 
of IDPs in Salah al-Din are located in the northernmost al-Shirqat district, which has been subject 
to ongoing clashes. Samarra and Tikrit districts also host large numbers of displaced individuals, 
with 15,024 and 14,418 IDPs respectively.

Due to recent developments in the AG offensive in the governorate, displacements are now being 
reported within the Al-Alam sub-district of Tikrit into surrounding districts, as well as Kirkuk, the 
KRI and Najaf. Samarra district reportedly hosts many of the IDPs from Anbar as well as recent 
IDPs from al-Dour district of Salah al-Din and the areas surrounding Samarra City. Lastly, it was 
reported that a small number of families that had displaced to Mosul recently returned to their 
homes in al-Shirqat district.

DISPLACEMENT IN SALAH AL-DIN
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4Figures for number of individual IDPs have been calculated by multiplying 
the number of families by 6, the average size of an Iraqi family.

5Other incudes small numbers of IDPs who displaced to all other 
governorates of Iraq except Muthana. 2
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IDP INDIVIDUALS LOCATED IN SALAH AL-DIN 
SINCE JUNE 2014

Since June, 215,082 residents of Salah al-Din have displaced 
outside the governorate to various governorates across Iraq. 
Neighboring Kirkuk remains the most common destination for 
IDPs from Salah al-Din. It hosts 39% of total IDPs that originated in 
Salah al-Din, a population nearly twice that which remained within 
the governorate.   Other common areas of displacement for this 
population are Erbil and Sulaymaniyah governorates, which host 
18% and 15% of all IDPs from Salah al-Din respectively. It is widely 
believed that a significant number of IDPs who originally displaced 
to Salah al-Din from Anbar have since returned, and there are also 
reports that IDPs from Anbar have had to displace multiple times 
within Salah al-Din.  In December, the most common displacement 
trend was movement from the outer parts of the Samarra district, 
where fighting has been occurring, toward Samarra city.

DISPLACEMENT FROM SALAH AL-DIN

GOVERNORATES OF DISPLACEMENT FOR IDPS FROM SALAH AL-DIN 

OUTSIDE THE GOVERNORATE

KIRKUK ERBIL SULAYMANIYAH ANBAR OTHER5 TOTAL 2014

IDP FAMILIES 17,636 8,014 6,566 1,267 10,728 44,211

IDP 
INDIVIDUALS4 105,816 48,084 39,396 7,602 64,368 265,266

June 2014: AG take control of 
Tikrit; heavy fighting begins in Baiji

November 2014: 
Iraqi army retakes 
Baiji

Fighting ongoing in and around 
Baiji and al-Alam subdistrict



The security situation in Salah al-Din has remained unstable since the AG offensive 
spread to the governorate in the spring. Currently, a significant portion of the 
governorate is under AG control and clashes between AG and ISF are ongoing. Notably, 
on November 18, ISF were able to reclaim control of the Baiji refinery after months of 
battling the militants trying to control it, marking a significant victory for the ISF.6  Al-
Alam sub-district of Tikrit district has been particularly susceptible to conflict in past 
months. Field staff report that the Tikrit city center is virtually empty. Recent reports 
indicate that AGs are targeting people based on their tribal affiliations and members 
of security forces; they have kidnapped at least 100 people in the past month. There 
have also been reports of mass executions occurring in this sub-district. Also troubling 
is that AG have reportedly been destroying ancient religious sites in Salah al-Din, along 
with sites in other governorates, leading to a loss of historical heritage in the region.

SECURITY

DISPLACEMENT SNAPSHOT: SALAH AL-DIN

3

IOM IRAQ 
JANUARY 2015

Tooz

This governorate pro�le was developed under the framework of the Community Revitalization Programme IV 
(CRPIV), funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM).

6 Information from: http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/11/18/us-iraq-re�nery-idUSKCN0J20L420141118

SHELTER TYPES FOR IDPS IN 
SALAH AL-DIN BY DISTRICT

The most common shelter types in Salah al-Din are rented housing, host families, 
abandoned buildings, and schools. At least 18,900 IDPs are living in abandoned buildings 
and schools; about half this population is concentrated in the al-Shirqat district. In 
Samarra district, seeking refuge in abandoned buildings is nearly as common as renting 
houses whereas in Tikrit and al-Shirqat, being hosted is the most common shelter type.

SHELTER

Residents of Salah al-Din, especially those living in areas controlled by AG such as the center of the al-Alam sub-district, are having an increasingly difficult time accessing services 
because many public services have been shut down. Schools in areas where government forces are in control have started, but in more volatile areas schools are being used to host 
IDPs and are unable to open. Tikrit University has been occupied by the ISF, and has been closed for some months. According to field reports, many areas of Salah al-Din have been 
subjected to fuel, electricity, and resource shortages due to the armed conflict and blocked transportation routes. The clashes are also clearly creating limitations on residents’ ability 
to access medical care; four of the main hospitals in Salah al-Din have been closed.

In light of the difficulties IDPs and host communities are experiencing in terms of accessing services and receiving goods, primary needs of IDPs in Salah al-Din are food items, non-
food items, and medical care. 

ACCESS TO SERVICES AND NEEDS

Samarra

Al-Fares

Al-Daur

Al-Shirqat

Baiji

Balad

Tikrit

Rented houses Host famiies School buildings

Religious buildings Unfinished/Abandoned 
buildings

Informal/random/irregular 
settlements or collective shelters


