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HIGHTLIGHTS 

 Partners scale up general 
food distribution and 
nutrition assistance as the 
lean season is pushing 
more people into hunger 

 Food insecurity and     
malnutrition likely to ease 
in October with the first 
harvests and a 
subsequent drop in food 
prices 

 Conditions remain 
favorable to second 
generation of locusts in 
September 

  Resilience in the Sahel 
high on the agenda of the 
RC/HC retreat on 9-10 
October 

 

 

 

PROJECTED 
FIGURES 

Total population at 
risk of malnutrition 

18.7 M 

Children at risk of 
severe acute 
malnutrition  

1.1.M 

Children at risk of 
moderate  acute 
malnutrition 

3 M 

Malians displaced 
by conflict (IDPs 
and refugees) 

451,616 

 

FUNDING 

US$1.6 billion 
Requested 

 

56% 

Received  

 

Food and nutrition crisis reaches peak but 
good forecast for 2013 
Cereal production for the 2012-2013 crop year expected to increase 
 
The level of cereal production in the Sahel region and West Africa for the 2012-2013 crop 
year is expected to increase by 5 to 17% compared to last year, according to the 
Permanent Inter State Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS). The agro 
pastoral season 2012/2013 had a good start. Early rains were abundant and well 
distributed in time and space for the vast majority of countries.  
 
General food distributions step up in effort to offset lean season  
 

Food and nutrition partners are stepping up their programmes as the lean season peaks 
across the Sahel. WFP general food distributions reached 2.9 million people in July in all 
nine affected countries, compared to 2.5 million people in June and 941,000 in May. With 
food stocks running low and the nutrition situation threatening to deteriorate even further, 
WFP also expanded its nutrition programmes which saw a 240 per cent increase in the 
number of beneficiaries between April and July. As intensifying needs in the lean season 
have called for more direct assistance, cash and food-for-work activities mostly declined 
or stopped in July.  

 

People assisted via WFP general food distributions and cash- or food-for-work activities (Apr to Jul 2012) 
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As expected during the lean season, the number of children newly admitted for treatment 
of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) doubled between August and May. Since the 
beginning of the year, more than 520,000 children have been admitted for SAM treatment 
across the Sahel. 

Limited access to food in northern Mali linked to insecurity 

Despite adequate availability of food on local markets, access to basic staples in northern 
Mali remains limited, according to a special FEWSNET report on Mali. The report 
classifies food security in northern Mali as “stressed”. This is due to weakened trade flows 
stemming from heightened insecurity and banditry, higher local rice and millet prices, and 
local communities’ limited purchasing power. In addition to the distribution of food aid, 
displaced households are sending grain and other staple foods to family members, 
particularly the elderly, who have stayed in northern Mali. Prices are likely to drop with 
upcoming harvests but they will remain higher than average. 

Rice prices in selected markets 

 
FEWSNET 

 

Decline in cereal prices in the Sahel expected in October  

Prices of wheat, maize and soya increased substantially in July across the Sahel, 
particularly in Mauritania, where a 50 per cent spike in the price of wheat – the country’s 
basic staple – could affect food consumption. However, according to FEWSNET’s most 
likely scenario, cereal prices in the Sahel are expected to start falling in September-
October with the arrival of new harvests on the market. This would lead to improved 
household food security and a drop in the prevalence of acute malnutrition. The scenario 
is based on assumptions that rainfall will be average to above average and that the rainy 
season will end as usual in late October.  

Formation of locusts bands in Niger 

Good rains in the first half of August have given rise to an increasing number of immature 
adults and the formation of bands in Niger, warns FAO. Some 14 survey and control 
teams are currently mobilized in the country. The situation is likely to be the same in 
northern Mali although insecurity has prevented the deployment of a survey team. No 
locusts were reported in the central and western areas of Mali that were surveyed by five 
teams, however. In Chad and Mauritania, where good rains also fell in August, small-
scale breeding has also occurred. With green vegetation extending over a larger area of 
the northern Sahel than last year, conditions are favourable to a second generation of 
breeding in northern Mali and Niger starting by mid-September. FAO has launched a 
US$10 million appeal to tackle the problem of which $6 million are still required.  

 

Funding 
required 

Funding 
received 

Pledges Bilateral pledge 
 

Funding gap 

10 million 3.1 million 3.5 million 1, 029,300 5,870,700 

 
A combination of factors 
stemming from current 
insecurity is curbing 
households’ financial 
capacities in northern Mali 
to buy food 
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Displacement out of Mali slows down 
Number of new refugees drops  

The number of Malians seeking refuge in neighboring countries slowed down 
considerably in August. According to UNHCR, an additional 23,500 Malians refugees 
arrived in Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger in August, bringing the total number of 
refugees to 265,726 people. This is a much slower rate of exit from the country compared 
to July, which saw 60,000 new refugees. From 26 July to 13 August, UNHCR completed 
Level 2 registration of refugees with special needs in the camps of the Soum province 
and from 26 July to 10 August in Oudalan provinces of Burkina Faso. The registration 
exercise is expected to be completed in all refugee camps in Burkina Faso by the end of 
September. The exercise will continue in October in Mauritanian and Niger. 

 

While UNHCR and partners continue to provide life-saving assistance to Malian refugees 
and host communities, the agency has only received 37.3 per cent of its $153 million 
funding requirements. In Niger, for instance, the water and sanitation situation remains 
alarming in the three camps of Abala, Mangaize and Agando, where the availability of 
water remains below emergency standards. There is almost no funding for education for 
the estimated 97,000 school-age children refugees. This puts at risk a generation of 
children who will not only lose their right to education but also prospects for a viable 
future after leaving the refugee camps. 

The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) within Mali as a result of the crisis is 
currently 185,889 according to the Malian Commission on Population Movements. Data 
collected from the Commission on Population Movements shows that 69 per cent of IDPs 
are living with host families. 

 

Malian refugees in major destination countries (July and August 2012) 

 
Source: UNHCR 

Cholera affects 4,000 people in the Sahel  
Cholera deadliest in Mali, but majority of cases in Niger 

Cholera case fatality rates in Niger, Mali and Nigeria remain above the one per cent mark, 
thereby exceeding the agreed threshold indicating that the epidemic is under control. At 
7.6 per cent, the fatality rate in Mali is the highest, although the country reports the 
smallest number of cholera cases. This is an indication that limited access to people in 
the Gao and Ansongo districts of northern Mali, where most of the cases originate, has 
affected humanitarian actors’ capacity to treat people. The lack of drinking water and 
sanitation structures across Mali and population movements stemming from insecurity in 
the North are also increasing risks of cholera contamination. 

 

Country Cases Deaths Case fatality rate  

Mali 159 12 7.5% 

Niger 3, 422 71 2.07%  

107,929 
96,484 

52,518 

107,929 103,731 

54,002 

Burkina Faso Muritania Niger 

July  August 

 
Flow of refugees is 
slowing down but limited 
resources make it difficult 
for relief operations to 
reach emergency 
standards  
 

A combination of 
factors such as cholera 
and flooding causing 
the loss of crops and 
livestock might impact 
food and nutrition 
indicators 
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Nigeria 340 4 1.18% 

Total 3, 921 87 2.2% 

Flooding strikes Niger, Nigeria and Senegal 
With over 500,000 affected, Niger calls for international assistance  

The number of people affected by torrential rains and flooding in Niger over the past 
weeks has exceeded national response capacity and prompted the Government to call for 
international help. Floods throughout Niger beginning in mid-July have affected more than 
500,000 people, far exceeding contingency plans developed based on an estimate of 
270,000 affected individuals. At least 68 people died by drowning or when homes 
collapsed. The Government of Niger and humanitarian organizations have mobilized 
emergency relief supplies and food commodities for distribution.  Torrential rains in 
eastern Nigeria also led to substantial flooding, considerable human casualties and 
damage to crops and livestock, notably in Plateau State. At least 10 people died and an 
estimated 20,000 were displaced following heavy rains and the release of water from a 
dam in neighboring Cameroon. In Senegal, preliminary estimates put the number of 
affected people at more than 100,000 people. 

UN agencies adopt roadmap on resilience  
Extended social protection, improving agriculture productivity and 
diversification of revenue are key 

United Nations agencies adopted in August a roadmap to promote resilience in the Sahel. 
Drafted by the Regional Interagency Task Force, the document aims to better understand 
and coordinate activities in order to strengthen the most vulnerable households’ capacity 
to withstand shocks and break the cycle of recurrent food crises. At the core of the 
roadmap is the necessity to anchor resilience-building activities within policies aimed at 
delivering better basic services and extending social protection coverage to the most 
vulnerable, improving agricultural productivity, promoting resilient behavioural practices 
and encouraging sustainable livelihoods and diversification of revenues. It also makes the 
case for the strengthening of early warning and risk management system. The key 
challenge is now concretely to move forward to operationalize this plan, fostering greater 
partnership between humanitarian and development partners, reaching out to multilateral 
institutions like the World Bank, and supporting the European Union’s AGIR initiative.  
 

Resilience Strategy Principle for Action Elements 

Start and end at the local level Reflect local knowledge and promote community 
participation, ownership and empowerment in 
the design and implementations of programs. 

Build within and upon countries’ policy 
planning frameworks 

Resilience should be firmly grounded in existing 
strategies, policies, and plans at the local, 
national, and regional levels.  

Focus on risk and uncertainty Risk and vulnerability analysis and management 
should inform the design of all resilience 
activities and programs. 

Recognize that resilience is a long-term 
development objective 

A need for integrated multi-year programming of 
humanitarian and development assistance 

A human rights based approach Ensuring participatory and non-discriminatory 
approach to resilience.  

 

RC/HC´s retreat on 9-10 October to identify a way forward on resilience 
 
Defining a way forward on resilience at the country and regional levels will be one of the 
key topics on the agenda of the third retreat of the Resident Coordinators /Humanitarian 
Coordinators appointed in the countries of the Sahel affected by the food and the nutrition 
crisis.  The retreat will review the UN Action Plan on resilience, identify partnerships and 

The UN interagency 
roadmap on resilience is a 
first step toward fostering a 
common understanding for 
actors to strengthen 
resilience in the Sahel 
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regional institutions’ support, and define the blueprint of a resilience programme at the 
country level. Participants will also prepare the final guidelines for the 2013 Humanitarian 
Plan, including a regional strategy for Sahel with a focus on supporting households to 
rebuild after 2012 crisis, support to chronic level of food insecurity and malnutrition and 
response to the Mali conflict. They will also discuss recommendations on CAP countries, 
as well as how to manage non CAP countries, standard methodologies for assessments 
and projections, 2013 performance indicators, outcome monitoring and real-evaluation. 
 

Sahel response: performance indicators  
 

Food Assistance July 2012

Indicator
Population 

targeted

Population 

Assisted

Conditional transfers (Food based) 514 000         80 211           (Monthly Target)

Unconditional transfers (Food based) 4 237 500      2 864 091      (Monthly Target)

 % Assisted vs Targeted

 

Food assistance 

In July, as the peak of the lean season began, WFP assisted 2.9 million people across all 
affected countries through targeted food distributions, including 185,000 Malian refugees 
and internally displaced people. This represents a substantial increase when compared to 
941,000 people in May and 2.5 million people in June. In July, unconditional food 
assistance began for the first time in Cameroon and The Gambia.  However, due to a lack 
of sufficient food stocks, delays in stocks arrivals and impassable roads, the 4.2 million-
target was not reached. 
 
WFP food security activities for its Sahel crisis response are implemented in a phased 
approach: activities are seasonally timed, aligned with communities’ agricultural 
calendars and tailored to specific livelihood zones and groups. Furthermore, WFP’s food 
security activities link current recovery efforts with resilience-building assistance through  
cash and food-for-work activities, helping affected communities mitigate the impact of 
future shocks. 
 

Nutrition January - July 2012

Indicator

Affected or at 

Risk

(Jan - Dec)

Target

(Jan - Dec)

Assisted

(Jan - Jul)

 % Assisted 

vs Targeted

# children 6-59 months with severe acute malnutrition 

admitted for therapeutic care
1 094 986      1 094 867      526 712        48%

# and % of children 6-59 months with moderate acute 

malnutrition admitted for therapeutic care
3 006 339      374 000         284 749        76%

Targeted Supplementary Feeding programme - 

malnourished women
200 500         177 620        89%

Blanket Feeding in high risk areas (preventative)* 1 862 418      1 071 571     58%

Number of health centres with nutriton programmes 2 564             4 249            166%

* WFP Blanket Supplementary Feeding Programme for children and pregnant and nursing w omen

 

Nutrition 

To date, 526,718
1
 children across the Sahel have been admitted in SAM treatment 

facilities supported by UNICEF (48% of annual target of 1.1 million). Scaling-up of 
Nutrition interventions in Niger, Chad, Nigeria and Burkina Faso has been underway 

                                                      
 
1 This does not include cumulative data for the year from Cameroon 
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since 2010-2011. In Cameroun, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania and Senegal, the scaling-up of 
nutrition response has been initiated in 2012.  
 
Data from May-August 2012

2
 shows that overall cumulative SAM admissions across 8 of 

the 9 Sahel continue to climb as more children are able to have access to treatment. As 
expected with the peak of the lean season, SAM admissions increased with exception of 
Chad.  
 
Three countries (Chad, Mauritania and Niger), supported by UNICEF, have completed 
and validated their nutrition surveys

3
 results which show that the overall nutrition 

condition of children 6 to 59 months has deteriorated from 2011 to 2012 in the three 
countries. Nutrition surveys will be completed in October in all the nine affected countries 
of the Sahel which will allow data comparison of SAM projections made in 2011 and SAM 
prevalence in 2012. This will also allow planning and preparing for 2013 as partners 
continue to scale up the nutrition response in 2012. The following graph illustrates the 
comparative data 
 
While these countries have tremendously increased their SAM coverage, there are some 
issues with the quality of the management of severe acute malnutrition which are being 
addressed through use of international NGOs as technical assistance for the government 
and local NGOs. The balance between coverage and quality is delicate but can be found 
with during ongoing review and evaluation on the scaling up of the programme 
 
With food stocks running low during the lean season, there is a high risk that the nutrition 
situation will deteriorate. WFP is assisting more beneficiaries than in the previous months 
through blanket feeding activities. In July, therefore, WFP reached over 1 million children 
and women, compared to 300,000 in April, 500,000 in May and 980,000 in June. This 
represents a 240 percent increase in the number of beneficiaries between April and 
July. It is expected that this level of activity will be maintained to continue providing 
nutrition assistance until the end of the lean season in September/October. 
 

 
 

                                                      
 
2
 Idem 

3
 Nutrition survey data collection underway for Nigeria, Mali and Gambia; due to delays survey planning in we 

are looking at October timeframe for the survey. Senegal national results are forthcoming.  
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.

Agriculture January - July 2012

Indicator

Population 

Affected 

(or at risk)

Population 

targeted

Population 

Assisted

Agriculture and Livestock 18 740 123    9 965 556      5 053 410     51%
(Annual 

Target)

 % Assisted vs 

Targeted

 

Agriculture 

As of July, more than 4.5 million individuals were assisted by FAO in response to the 
Sahel crisis in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and  
Chad. FAO’s priority response interventions in the Sahel focus on protecting, restoring 
and building resilient livelihoods of crisis-affected vulnerable farmers, agro pastoralist and 
herders. The proposed interventions, linking action in a continuum from emergency to 
recovery and development are presented in the Regional Response Programme to the 
Food and Nutrition Security Crisis in the Sahel.  

During the rainy season, in July, partners continue distributing agricultural inputs and 
started monitoring of the programs, including culture development. The technical training 
activities have started. In some countries, distributions are almost completed. This is why 
indicators remain the same than last month (Chad, Senegal, Gambia). In other countries, 
activities are still running and will be completed by August (Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, and 
Mauritania). 
 

Health January - July 2012

Indicator

Affected or at 

Risk

(Jan - Dec)

Target

(Jan - Dec)

Assisted

(Jan - Jul)

Number and % of children under 5 years of 

age vaccinated against measles in areas 

with high GAM (> 10%) since January 1, 

2012

563 800         563 040         23 481          4%
(Annual 

Target)

Number and % of children under 5 severely 

malnourished (SAM) with medical 

complications admitted to the hospital for 

appropriated care

770 945         239 670         71 162          30%
(Annual 

Target)

 % Assisted vs 

Targeted

 
 
Health 
 
The risk of transmission of disease such as measles, cholera, meningitis, Lassa fever has 
been compounded by poor living conditions, high malnutrition prevalence and low 
immunization coverage in a context of fragile health systems. The rainy season in the 
Sahel region also increases the risk of water and vector-borne diseases such as malaria. 
A Regional Health Strategy for the Sahel crisis has been developed by the regional 
Health Working Group chaired by WHO to address the health consequences of the food 
and nutrition crisis 
 

WASH January - July 2012

Indicator

Affected or at 

Risk

(Jan - Dec)

Target

(Jan - Dec)

Assisted

(Jan - Jul)

# of nutritional centers delivering the WASH 

minimum package (safe drank water with 

residual chlorine, disinfecting hand washing 

and food utensils, hygienic and secure 

defecation)

5 525             4 581             612               13%
(Annual 

Target)

# of affected population provided with the 

WASH minimum package (safe water, 

hygiene supplies and key messages) 

4 003 473      2 960 473      520 798        18%
(Annual 

Target)

 % Assisted vs 

Targeted
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For further information, please contact:  
Emmanuelle Schneider,OCHA Sahel, Spokesperson/Public Information Officer, schneider1@un.org, Tel. (221) 77  450 6232 
Amal Saeed, OCHA Sahel Team, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, saeed5@un.org, Tel. (221) 77 450 6297 

WASH 
 
The late of funding of the WASH sector in humanitarian response in the Sahel explains 
the poor results of the 2 strategic indicators selected to monitor WASH performance: 

 18 % of affected population provided with the WASH minimum package (safe water, 
hygiene supplies and key messages); 

 13 % of nutritional centres delivering the WASH minimum package (safe drank water 
with residual chlorine, disinfecting hand washing and food utensils, hygienic and 
secure defecation) 

The levels of implementation of the various components of a WASH package vary 
greatly, testifying of the difficulties to implement an integrated response swiftly. For 
UNICEF, only 32% of the needed funding requirements against the 2012 Sahel 
Humanitarian Action Update has been met (i.e. only $14million USD out of $43.7 million 
USD of total WASH needs across the Sahel has been received). 
 
With the on-going rainy season adding the risk of epidemics of diarrhoeal diseases to the 
current vulnerability of displaced and malnourished, the challenge remains acutely 
relevant to: 

 Deliver a minimum WASH package including all components "Water - Hygiene - 
Sanitation"; 

 Integrate this minimum WASH package into humanitarian programming in order to 
achieve the Nutrition sector’s standards. 

 

Funding status 
The Sahel food security and 
nutrition crisis has received a slight 
boost in the last two weeks 
bringing the overall funding level to 
US$ 924 million, which translates 
to 56% of requirements.  An 
additional US$ 278 million has 
been received in commitments and 
US$ 5.7 million in pledges. 
 
 
 
 

REQUIREMENT 1.651 billion 

FUNDING 924 million 

UNMET 
REQUIREMENT 

727 million 

56% 


