
 
 

 
 

 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs   
A strong storm accompanied by heavy rains hit Laayoune Camp on 15 August, one of the 5 Sahrawi refugee camps near Tindouf. It 

was reported that a man who had been severely injured with family members when the roof of his house collapsed died from his 

injuries in the hospital. 10 other people were injured. 

 

Damaged mud houses and infrastructure continued to collapse in the days following the storm. According to the latest assessment 

conducted by UN agencies, NGOs and the Sahrawi Red Crescent, 849 families (estimated 4,245 people) were affected by this disaster, 

of whom 406 families suffered complete loss of their homes and are relying on the solidarity of their neighbours for shelter. 

 

Visits to schools by UNICEF and education authorities revealed that in addition to 6 out of 8 schools in the camp that were damaged, 

additional 5 out of 7 kinder gardens were also suffered damages. 80% of school-aged children (8,109 children) may not be able to 

start school on 6 September. 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination   
Given the prolonged duration of the Saharawi refugee crisis, some UN agencies (UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF) have a permanent presence 
in the camps since decades, along with international NGOs. 
 
While UNHCR is responsible for the overall coordination of the humanitarian operation, emergency coordination groups were 
established in the aftermath the October 2015 flash floods. UNHCR is responsible for Shelter, WASH, Protection and Health. WFP for 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
Highlights 
 
The effects of the storm that hit the Sahrawi refugee camp of Laayoun on 15 August 

combined with the return of high temperature, resulted in more of the damaged 

mud houses and other infrastructure to collapse. This increased the number of 

houses damaged and of people affected by the emergency. 

 

The latest assessment by UN agencies, NGOs and the Sahrawi Red Crescent raised 

the number of families directly affected to a total of 849 families (an estimated 

4,245 people), of whom 406 families lost their homes and are relying on the 

solidarity of their neighbors for shelter. 

 

In addition to the 6 out of 8 schools that were damaged, 5 kindergartens out of 7 

also suffered damages, with about 80% of all school-age children (8,109 children) 

at risk of not accessing education.  

 

UNICEF, in collaboration with education authorities, visited all the affected school 

sites and agreed on contingency measures so children can go back to school on 6 

September, the first day of school. Detailed planning for and costing of 

rehabilitation works are under way.  
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849 
# Families directly affected by total or partial 
destruction of their homes  
   

8109 
# Children under 18 at risk of not being able 
to go back to school  
 
 

UNICEF funding needs: 

on-going assessment  
 
(*) from assessment as of 22/08 
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food and nutrition. UNICEF is chairing the education group with UNHCR. Next meeting is to take place on 23 August to review the 
back-to-school plans. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
The UN agencies and NGOs present on the ground are sharing responsibilities for the response according to their mandate and 

capacity on the ground. With 3 staff on the ground supported by UNICEF office in Algiers, UNICEF is working with all humanitarian 

partners to help address essential needs of Sahrawi refugee children and build resilience. This is done through focused technical 

assistance, capacity building and provision of key supplies to children. UNICEF is committed to the sustained vaccination of all children, 

to improve mother and child health, to the improved access by refugee children to quality primary education and to the social 

integration and empowerment of girls, boys, adolescents and youth. 

 

Analysis of Current Response 
The ongoing response by humanitarian actors includes the following: 

 Food: WFP and Oxfam conducted the distribution of supplementary rations to the 400 most affected families; 

 Water and sanitation: besides the repair of the damaged main water tower in Laayoune camp, UNHCR increased the 

chlorination of the water produced to prevent health hazards. Distribution of bottled water is punctually done to most 

affected families. 

 Health: UNHCR with health authorities strengthened the surveillance, particularly for respiratory diseases and diarrhea cases. 

Repair of damages suffered by the central hospital is under way. The three damaged health centers could resume their 

activities.  

 Protection: Psychosocial by the NGO CISP and health authorities was initiated in the 24 first hours after the storm. 

 Education: UNICEF with education authorities visited all affected schools and agreed on contingency measures so that all 

children can start the new school-year on 6 September. This will involve use of classrooms that can still be used in spite of 

the damage, double shifts and erection of 8 school tents previously used in Dakhla camp after the October 2015 floods. Plans 

and costing of rehabilitation by engineers and experts are under way. 

Media and External Communication 
 A joint UN presse release has been issued  

 

Security 
At the moment no security issues are reported. However due to the situation in the Sahel and the location of the camps, it is important 
to note that access to the camps for international staff remains dependent on Algerian government clearance.  
 

Next SitRep: 25/08/2016 

 
 
 
 

Estimated Affected Population 
 

Start of humanitarian response:  
 

 Total 

Total Affected Population 
 

4245 

Families Affected 849 

Children (Under 18) from families 
affected by loss of shelter 
 

2547 

Children (Under 18) with access to 
education at risk 

8109 

Context specific data 
 

Children and women constitute 70 to 80% of the refugee population in 
Sahrawi camps 

 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Marc Lucet - Representative 
UNICEF Algeria Country Office, 
Algeria 
Tel: +213 661 513 197 
Fax: +213 21 925 808 
Email: mlucet@unicef.org 
 
 

Moncef Moalla – Deputy 
Representative 
UNICEF Algeria Country Office, 
Algeria 
Tel: + 
Fax: +213 21 925 808 
Email: mmoalla@unicef. 
 

Fayçal Oulmi – Communication Officer 
UNICEF Algeria Country Office, 
Algeria 
Tel: +213 661 508 443 
Fax: +213 21 925 808 
Email: foulmi@unicef. 
 
 


