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HIGHLIGHTS
• Thousands displaced after 

renewed fighting in Unity.

• Plight of nearly 100,000 
people stranded in Yei raises 
alarm. 

• The cholera outbreak is now 
affecting six counties.

• Fresh fighting drives a new 
wave of refugees to Ethiopia.

• A decline in food prices 
provides slight reprieve in 
some areas. 

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.6 million

No. of people 
assisted by 
end of August 

3.4 million

No. of food 
insecure
people in July
(IPC figures)

4.8 million

FUNDING

$735 million
funding received in 2016

57% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Civilians displaced and aid workers relocated 
from volatile areas in Unity
Renewed fighting in parts of Unity has forced people to flee their homes and prompted the 
relocation of aid workers, causing the suspension of the delivery of much-needed humani-
tarian assistance.

Flashpoints in recent weeks include Kaljak, Ding-Ding, Jazeera, Koch and Buaw. Fighting 
has displaced civilians into swampy areas, with many traveling long distances on foot in 
search of safety. There are reports of civilians being killed, raped and abducted during the 
fighting and while fleeing, as well as of forced recruitment of children in Guit.

Over the last two weeks of September, 62 aid workers were relocated from these loca-
tions, including 38 from Jazeera and Nhialdu and 24 from Buaw and Koch. This disrupted 
life-saving services for over 65,000 people in need. 

The relocations highlight the 
dangerous and difficult operat-
ing environment in Unity, where 
humanitarians have faced increa-
ing insecurity over the past year 
and a half. In July 2016, humani-
tarian assets were looted and 
aid workers were relocated from 
Leer following fighting. In order to 
engage authorities on the critical 
importance of respecting humani-
tarian principles and ensuring the 
safety and security of aid workers, 
a humanitarian team visited Leer 
town and Ding-Ding on 28 and 29 
September. 

Meanwhile, in accessible parts 
of Unity, humanitarian response 
is ongoing. This includes pro-
gramming reaching thousands of 
vulnerable families in Leer county 
through the distribution of health 
backpacks, water filters, essential 
household items (plastic sheets, 
blankets, and mosquito nets), and 
fishing kits; and a rapid response 
mission which assisted about 
15,000 people in Thanyang and 
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A displaced boy in Ding-Ding. Photo:OCHA
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Humanitarian situation & response in Unity

https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/South-Sudan/USGERC-visit-to-South-Sudan/
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8,000 in Ngop (Rubkona).

Humanitarian organizations are closely monitoring the situation in areas where they have 
had to relocate staff to determine when it will be appropriate to return.

Alarm raised over the plight of people in Yei
Three weeks after an Inter-Agency 
Rapid Needs Assessment to Yei 
warned that the humanitarian 
situation would rapidly deteriorate 
if the security situation did not sta-
bilize, humanitarian partners have 
called attention to the plight of an 
estimated 100,000 people confined 
in Yei town, in the country’s south. 

Since the outbreak of fighting in 
Juba in July, armed clashes and in-
security have plagued Yei—uproot-
ing tens of thousands and causing 
a massive outflow of refugees to 
Uganda. In mid-September, more 

than 30,000 people fled into Yei following deadly attacks and looting in nearby villages, 
according to church leaders in the town. 

The displaced communities are now living alongside Yei’s remaining population of around 
60,000. These civilians report being unable to leave due to lack of money and restrictions 
on freedom of movement, and are fearful for their lives following the killing of civilians and 
destruction and looting of property. 

“They are slaughtering innocent people like animals,” said one young woman to a high 
level mission led by UNHCR on 27 September, too frightened of reprisals to give her 
name. “This is brutal. I don’t understand why we have suddenly become a target. I 
thought wars were fought between armies. We are citizens of this country. I feel hopeless. 
I can’t do much but pray for peace.”

Until recently, Yei - which lies about 150 kilometres south-west of the South Sudanese 
capital, Juba - had largely escaped the effects of the conflict in South Sudan. But politi-
cal tensions began emerging late in 2015, and security deteriorated rapidly after conflict 
erupted in Juba in July.  

“We can’t leave this place, not even to go to our farms,” one 50-year-old farmer told UN-
HCR. “There are military personnel and checkpoints all around the town. Our harvest is 
rotting. We need to start planting now, otherwise we won’t have any food next year.”

Food prices are skyrocketing, local hospitals are functioning at reduced capacity, and 
there are indications of increasing sexual and gender-based violence, and unaccompa-
nied and separated children. Humanitarian partners delivered essential medicines to the 
hospital in early September and are planning further interventions in the weeks ahead.

Refugee outflow increases 
The number of South Sudanese arriving daily into Uganda has reached new peaks, 
with an average of 2,854 arriving each day in September, compared to 1,594 in August 
and1,727 in July. There has also been an increase in arrivals in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, which has now received 40,000 South Sudanese refugees since July 2016. 
Those entering Uganda report increasing violence along main road routes and are in-
creasingly walking for days through difficult and bushy terrain to cross the border.

Read more: http://bit.ly/2ddj4It

“They are slaughtering 
innocent people like 
animals,” a young 
woman recently told a 
high level UN mission. 

Despite challenges, 
humanitarian partners 
are responding to 
needs in accessible 
parts of Unity.

About 100,000 people 
are confined in Yei 
town.

Some of the thousands of people who have fled their homes in villages 
outside of Yei because of fear. Photo: UNHCR

www.unocha.org/south
http://www.twitter.com/OCHASouthSudan
https://www.facebook.com/UNOCHASouthSudan
http://bit.ly/2ddj4It
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Over 32,000 flee to Ethiopia since September
More than 32,000 South Sudanese 
have arrived into the Gambella 
region of Ethiopia in recent weeks, 
seeking assistance and protection.

New arrivals in Gambella - the 
majority of whom are women and 
children - cite fear of renewed 
fighting in areas of Upper Nile, 
including Nasir, Maban, Mathiang 
and Maiwut, and note that clashes 
may spread to Jonglei. Refugees 
also report deepening food insecu-
rity in the areas they have fled.

Children account for some 64 per 
cent of the new arrivals, including 
4,972 who have been identified 
as separated from their families or 
unaccompanied. Over 80 per cent 
of the new arrivals originate from 
Upper Nile.

Cholera outbreak spreads to new areas 
The 2016 cholera outbreak in South Sudan has now affected six counties, with Fangak 
being the latest to have confirmed cases. 

As of 3 October 2,450 cases and 37 deaths with a case fatality rate (CFR) of 1.51 per 
cent have been reported compared to 1,814 cases and 47 deaths (CFR 2.59 per cent) 
at the same time in 2015. Although deaths and the CFR are lower in 2016 than in 2015, 
affected areas have increased.  

Other affected areas include Juba and Terekeka in Central Equatoria, Duk and Fangak in 
Jonglei, Pageri in Eastern Equatoria and Awerial in Lakes. In Awerial, the outbreak, which 
began at Mingkaman Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camp, has spread to the host 
community, with four cases including one death reported in Kalthouk. The 2015 outbreak 
was confined to Juba in Central Equatoria and Bor in Jonglei.

Juba is the worst affected area in 2016, as in 2015. Males account for 56.3 per cent of the 
cases while females make up 
43.7 per cent, a pattern similar 
to 2015, when 56 per cent of 
cases were male and 44 per 
cent female. 

The spike in conflict in July 
2016 and subsequent displace-
ment contributed to the spread 
of cholera and left many peo-
ple with inadequate sanitation 
facilities and insufficient access 
to clean water, while people 
exposed to the disease carried 
it to new areas as they fled. 
Continued population movement 
due to the ongoing conflict in the 
Greater Equatoria has further 
spread the outbreak to other 

Children account for 
some 64 per cent 
of the new arrivals, 
including nearly 
5,000 who have been 
identified as seperated 
from their families or 
unaccompanied.

There have been 
more cholera cases in 
more areas in 2016, 
compared to 2015, 
but the outbreak has 
a lower Case Fatality 
Rate.
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Males account for 56.3 
per cent of the cases 
while females make up 
43.7 per cent. 

Areas affected by 2016 cholera outbreak

Refugee outflow to Ethiopia from September
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www.unocha.org/south
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https://www.facebook.com/UNOCHASouthSudan
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locations and across the border to the refugee camps in Uganda. IDP camps reporting 
cases in  2016 include UN House PoC, Tongping UNMISS transit site, Gorom refugee 
camp, Mahad, Mangatain and Gumbo in Juba, and Nimule. 

To contain the outbreak, health and WASH partners have set up cholera treatment cen-
tres and units (CTC/U) and oral rehydration points (ORP) in the affected counties. Health 
and hygiene promotion among communities are on-going, together with the distribution of 
water purification sachets and tablets, soap and oral rehydration salts (ORS). Seventeen 
radio channels are reaching two million people per day with messages on cholera. Local 
mobile networks are disseminating prevention information to subscribers through bulk 
messages, while the toll free line - 1144 – remains open for the public to report cases and 
get information.

A total of 29,291 people in the parts of Juba that are worst affected by the outbreak re-
ceived a single dose of the oral cholera vaccine each between 17 and 20 September.

Food prices decrease with the onset of the harvest
Food prices in South Sudan dropped in the latter half of September, following the onset of 
the harvest season boosted by above average rainfall in many locations.

Seasonal rainfall was above average in central and northern parts of the country up to the 
end of August (Warrap, Lakes, Unity, Northern Jonglei, Upper Nile, and Central Equato-
ria). However, rains were moderately below average in the south-eastern regions (south 
and east of Jonglei and Eastern Equatoria) and parts of Western Bahr el Ghazal. The 
broadly favourable rains are expected to positively impact the agricultural season and 
food availability during the harvest period, while rates for casual labour are expected to 
rise due to increased demand and improve the purchasing power of some households.

Price drops were reported in the trade of cereals, legumes and vegetables among other 
commodities. This was particularly notable with the price of grains such as maize and sor-
ghum in markets in Juba, Aweil and Wau counties, where reductions ranged from 10 to 
30 per cent, although prices at markets in Bor remained high and continued to increase. 

Despite the decline, overall food prices remained significantly higher than in the same pe-
riod in 2015 and are above the average recorded over the past five years. Rising inflation 
also continues to erode the purchasing power of most people. By the end of September, 
the US dollar was trading at 75 South Sudanese Pounds on the unofficial market and 
68.5SSP on the official market. There are also serious concerns regarding how continued 
clashes in the Equatorias – previously the bread basket of South Sudan – will impact on 
food insecurity in the coming period. 

Humanitarian partners contin-
ue to respond to food insecu-
rity across the country and 
had reached about 2 million 
people in need through food 
distribution from the begin-
ning of 2016 to the end of 
August. 
Read more: 
http://bit.ly/2dtrKuu; 
http://bit.ly/2dwfmg1 

For further information, please contact:  
Frank Nyakairu, Head of Communications and Information Management, nyakairu@un.org 
Matilda Moyo, Reporting Officer, moyo1@un.org  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.reliefweb.int 

Reductions were 
reported in the prices 
of cereals, legumes 
and vegetables in 
parts of the country. 

Source: WFP

The hotline 
to report 
suspected 
cholera cases 
is 1144.

Price of sorghum in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
Despite the decline, 
overall food prices 
remained significantly 
higher than in the 
same period in 2015 
and above the average 
recorded in the past 
five years.  
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