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HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Conflict	in	and	around	Yei	

has forced thousands from 
their homes. 

•	 The number of South 
Sudanese seeking refuge in 
neighbouring countries has 
surpassed 1 million.

•	 About 1.3 million people 
will	benefit	from	aid	through	
humanitarian fund allocation 
of $30 million.

•	 Assistance outside Wau 
remains limited due to 
continued access constraints 
and insecurity. 

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.6 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

904,700

No. of food 
insecure
people in July
(IPC	figures)

4.8 million

FUNDING

$695.8 million
funding received in 2016

54% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Yei	fighting:	thousands	more	displaced
Fighting and increasing insecurity in and around Yei town have forced tens of thousands 
of	people	to	flee	their	homes,	according	to	findings	from	an	Inter-agency	Rapid	Needs	
Assessment (IRNA) undertaken in September and the latest information received from 
humanitarian partners. 

Following	July’s	fighting	in	Juba,	Yei	and	its	surrounds	have	seen	clashes	and	increasing	
insecurity.	Most	recently,	on	13	September,	fighting	along	the	Yei-Lasu	road	reportedly	
caused	thousands	of	people	to	flee	into	Yei	town,	with	many	reporting	that	their	homes	
and belongings had been destroyed or looted. There are also reports that an orphanage in 
Yei town has been occupied by armed forces.

Large	numbers	of	civilians	from	Yei	have	fled	the	country	and	sought	refuge	in	Uganda,	
and	hundreds	more	are	reportedly	fleeing	from	Yei	county	to	Juba	by	air.	An	inter-agency	
team that visited Yei town in September observed many abandoned homes, with several 
neighbourhoods	largely	deserted.	Violent	attacks	-	including	killings	of	civilians	using	ma-
chetes (pangas) and guns, abductions, sexual violence, forced recruitment and mistreat-
ment	by	armed	actors	-	were	reported	to	the	assessment	team,	and	civilians	expressed	
fears of further attacks. 

Access	outside	of	Yei	town	remains	difficult	due	to	the	presence	of	checkpoints	and	armed	
actors. Civilians report that villages and crops have been damaged and, in some instanc-
es, destroyed. Most people no longer have access to their farms. However, some are still 
undertaking the risky journey to bring subsistence produce to markets and their families. 
The markets in Yei town are functioning, but at a considerably reduced capacity. The price 
of goods has increased notably due to the combination of supply shortages, depreciation 
of the South Sudanese Pound and impact of the economic crisis. 

Yei’s water network remains functional, 
although at a reduced capacity due to lack 
of fuel. The Yei hospital had not received a 
resupply of drugs in over four months, due 
to	insecurity	on	the	Juba-Yei	road.	Health	
partners were able to replenish the hospi-
tal	with	medicines	sufficient	for	the	next	six	
months during the assessment mission. While 
schools	are	open,	there	is	a	significant	drop	
in the numbers of students attending. One 
school visited cited that only 74 students out 
of	its	400-student	population	were	attending	
classes. 

The assessment team noted that, if the secu-
rity situation does not stabilise in the weeks 
ahead, the humanitarian situation in and 
around Yei is likely to rapidly deteriorate.
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Internally	displaced	people	in	Wau.	Photo:	OCHA

Members of the community in Yei met by the IRNA team. 
Photo:	OCHA/Gemma	Connell.

https://ocha.smugmug.com/Countries/South-Sudan/USGERC-visit-to-South-Sudan/
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Lasu refugee camp at-
tacked
Attacks on the Lasu refugee 
settlement, some 40 kilomot-
ers south of Yei, have had a 
devastating impact on civilians. 
A young Congolese refugee 
has been killed, one woman 
has been raped and two oth-
ers abducted, a health centre 
and other humanitarian assets 
have been looted or destroyed, 
and refugees’ food, personal 
belongings and livestock have 
been stolen.

In recent days, armed groups 
have repeatedly entered the 
settlement,	fired	shots	and	assaulted	refugees.	Fearing	for	their	lives,	some	8,000	refu-
gees	fled	in	panic	and	dispersed	in	different	directions.	Nearly	6,500	people	have	reported-
ly found refuge in farmland some 6 kilometres north of Lasu, while another 1,400 refugees 
have scattered along the border with the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Prior 
to the violence, Lasu settlement hosted over 10,000 refugees, mostly from DRC with 
smaller numbers from Sudan and Central African Republic. 

“UNHCR	decries	these	horrific	acts	that	have	caused	death,	fear	and	suffering	of	inno-
cent people. We urge all armed parties to respect the civilian and humanitarian character 
of asylum and refugee settlements and call upon the Government of South Sudan to pro-
tect the lives of civilian populations, including refugees,” said Ahmed Warsame, UNHCR’s 
Representative in South Sudan.

More than 1 million South Sudanese refugees
The	number	of	South	Sudanese	who	have	fled	and	sought	shelter	in	neighbouring	coun-
tries has surpassed the 1 million mark, including almost 115,000 who left before Decem-
ber	2013,	and	904,700	who	have	fled	since	the	conflict	began.	This	makes	South	Sudan	
the fourth country in the world – after Syria, Afghanistan and Somalia – to produce more 
than a million refugees.

More	than	195,000	people	have	fled	South	Sudan	since	fresh	violence	erupted	in	Juba	on	
7 July 2016. More than 160,000 have crossed to Uganda since early July, with over 4,000 
people arriving each day from 5 to 8 September, primarily through the Oraba crossing, 
just south of Yei. On both 19 and 20 September, more than 3,000 new arrivals crossed 
daily into Uganda, around 90 per cent of whom crossed into the Arua district. Refu-
gees are increasingly using informal border crossing points, particularly in Busia, Angili 
and Chakulia, reportedly to avoid confrontation with armed groups. New arrivals report 
increased	fighting	across	the	Greater	Equatoria	region	and	attacks	by	armed	groups,	
including killing of civilians, looting and sexual assault on women, girls and young boys. 

Most	of	those	fleeing	South	Sudan	are	women	and	children.	Many	arrive	exhausted	after	
days of walking in the bush and going without food or water. Some children report hav-
ing lost one or both of their parents, with some forced to become primary caregivers to 
younger siblings.

The	DRC	is	experiencing	an	influx	into	Ituri	province	close	to	the	border	with	South	Sudan	
and Uganda. An estimated 40,000 South Sudanese refugees are said to be in the country 
and registration continues. More than 18,000 new South Sudanese arrivals were reported 
in Ethiopia as of 20 September, including 1,500 unaccompanied minors or separated children. 
Read	more:	UNHCR press release on Lasu: http://bit.ly/2d4mCwg; News story on 1 million refu-
gees: http://trib.al/ghE0myk

More than 1 million 
South Sudanese 
have fled and 
sought shelter 
in neighbouring 
countries, including 
more than 195,000 
since July 2016. 

Humanitarian partners 
have warned that 
if security does not 
improve in Yei, the 
humanitarian situation 
could deteriorate 
rapidly.
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A young Congolese 
refugee was killed in a 
recent attack at Lasu 
refugee settlement. 

www.unocha.org/south
http://bit.ly/2d4mCwg
http://trib.al/ghE0myk
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Humanitarian fund allocates $30m
The South Sudan Humanitarian Fund (SSHF) has allocated US$30 million to aid agen-
cies	to	provide	life-saving	humanitarian	assistance	and	protection	to	nearly	1.3	million	
people in different parts of the country.

This year’s SSHF second standard allocation will fund 90 top priority projects by na-
tional and international NGOs and UN agencies. The largest allocations will support the 
response	to:	inadequate	water	and	sanitation	in	areas	of	greatest	need	($5.3m);	rapidly	
rising	acute	malnutrition	($5.2m);	health	needs,	including	the	ongoing	malaria,	cholera,	
measles	and	Kala-azar	outbreaks	($4.5m);	and	shelter	and	vital	non-food	items	for	the	
most vulnerable ($4m). 

The	allocation	also	provides	critical	funding	to:	scale-up	emergency	livelihoods	activi-
ties	in	the	face	of	rising	food	insecurity	($3m);	provide	humanitarian	protection	services,	
including	for	survivors	of	gender-based	violence	and	children	separated	from	their	fami-
lies	($3m);	ensure	logistical	support	to	maintain	the	large-scale	humanitarian	operation,	
particularly	in	hard-to-reach	areas	($2.9m);	implement	immediate	education	in	emergen-
cies	activities	($1.9m);	and	enhance	communication	with	communities	affected	by	crises	
($200,000).

In line with the Grand Bargain agreed at the World Humanitarian Summit, the SSHF is 
working to increase the amount of funding provided directly to local and national part-
ners, with $5.6 million from this allocation round going to national NGOs, and $23 million 
overall	going	to	the	frontline	response.	The	SSHF	also	helps	enhance	the	efficiency	of	the	
humanitarian response in South Sudan, including by funding core pipelines ($3.6 million 
in	this	allocation	round)	which	streamline	and	speed-up	the	delivery	of	aid	supplies	across	
the country. 

This round brings the total funding allocated by the SSHF in 2016 to $70.8 million, includ-
ing	$52.6	million	for	delivery	of	life-saving	humanitarian	assistance	and	protection	to	
people in most urgent need through frontline services. 

The South Sudan Humanitarian 
Fund, which was established 
in 2012, is administered by the 
Multi-Partner	Trust	Fund	Office	of	
the United Nations Development 
Programme in accordance with 
its	financial	regulations	and	rules.	
Under the overall authority of the 
Humanitarian Coordinator (HC), 
the SSHF enables targeting of 
funds to the most critical needs, 
and	improves	efficiency	and	
rapid response to emergencies in 
South Sudan. 

The work of the SSHF is made possible by the generous donors who have contributed in 
2016:	United	Kingdom	($19.5m),	Netherlands	($6.8m),	Sweden	($6.2m),	Norway	($6.1m),	
Ireland ($3.3m), Denmark ($2.8m), Belgium ($2.3), Germany ($2.3m), Australia ($2.3m), 
Switzerland	($1m),	Canada	($700,000)	and	Luxemburg	($600,000).

Wau:	insecurity	and	restrictions	impede	access
Humanitarian partners continue to face challenges in reaching people in need of humani-
tarian assistance and protection outside Wau town. 

On	15	September,	a	multi-sectoral	humanitarian	team	intending	to	deliver	health,	non-
food items (NFI) and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services outside Wau were 
denied access at a checkpoint in Baggari despite assurances and a letter from authorities 

The funds will help to 
address priority needs, 
including inadequate 
water, sanitation and 
hygiene, malnutrition, 
and disease.

In line with the Grand 
Bargain agreed at the 
World Humanitarian 
Summit, the SSHF 
is increasing funding 
provided directly to 
local partners. 
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For	further	information,	please	contact:	 
Frank Nyakairu, Head of Communications and Information Management, nyakairu@un.org 
Matilda Moyo,	Reporting	Officer,	moyo1@un.org  

OCHA	humanitarian	bulletins	are	available	at:	www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int 

The introduction of 
new bureaucratic 
requirements for 
the passage of 
humanitarian trucks 
out of Juba has 
delayed the delivery of 
vital assistance.

approving free access to areas outside of 
Wau.

However,	an	inter-agency	rapid	assess-
ment mission did manage to deploy to sev-
eral	locations	south-west	of	Wau	town	by	
air on 15 September. The team undertook 
nutrition screening, focus group discus-
sions to gain a better understanding of the 
food security situation, and distribution of 
High Energy Biscuits to displaced people.

The areas outside of Wau, where tens of 
thousands of people are thought to remain 
displaced, remain volatile. Clashes were 
reported	in	Bazia	and	Busseri,	located	
south of Wau town, on 17 and 22 Septem-
ber. 

Inside Wau town, nearly 39,800 people 
continue to seek shelter in collective sites, 
including more than 24,300 who are shel-
tering at the UN protected site. 

Tensions in and around Wau town began 
in 2012. Since then, the security situation has been precarious and tensions have re-
mained	high	amongst	different	ethnic	groups.	In	November	and	December	2015,	fighting	
intensified	in	areas	south	and	west	of	Wau	County,	including	the	Greater	Baggari	area.	
Subsequently,	offensives	in	mid-February	2016	and	again	at	the	end	of	June	resulted	in	
large-scale	displacement	in	Wau	town	and	areas	outside	it.

Access challenges continued across the country in August
Eighty-nine	humanitarian	access	incidents	were	reported	in	South	Sudan	in	August,	
bringing the total reported to date in 2016 to 560.

The	operating	environment	remained	dangerous	and	difficult.	Out	of	all	incidents	reported	
in August, 64 involved violence against humanitarian personnel and assets, including 14 
cases of threats, intimidation and harassment. Three humanitarian workers were killed in 
August. Investigations into the circumstances of the deaths, which all took place in private 
vehicles	and/or	compounds	when	the	staff	members	were	off-duty,	are	ongoing.	Most	in-
cidents were documented in Central Equatoria (mainly in Juba), followed by Unity, Upper 
Nile,	Northern	Bahr	el	Ghazal,	Lakes	and	Western	Bahr	el	Ghazal.	

The introduction of new bureaucratic require-
ments for transportation of medical supplies, 
and passage of humanitarian convoys out of 
Juba, has resulted in delays in the dispatch 
of vital humanitarian assistance. 

Humanitarians continue to negotiate for im-
mediate and unimpeded access to people in 
need across the country. 
Read	more:	August	Access	Snapshot: http://bit.
ly/2d2eGxh

Satellite image of the UN protected site in Wau, where more 
than	24,300	IDPs	are	sheltering.	Source:	IOM

Intermittent fighting 
and continued 
insecurity since 
December 2015 have 
displaced tens of 
thousands of people in 
and around Wau town.

Source:	OCHA
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South Sudan: Wau PoC Satellite Imagery
13 September 2016

Satellite imagery copyright DigitalGlobe Inc. Source: US Department of State, Humanitarian Information Unit, Nextview License. Provided by UNITAR-UNOSAT. Satellite image date: 12 September 2016
cccmsouthsudan.imu@gmail.comhttp://iomsouthsudan.org/tracking/

The boundaries on this map do not imply official 
endorsement or acceptance by the Government of the 
Republic of South Sudan or IOM. this map is for planning 
purposes only. IOM cannot guarantee this map is error 
free and therefore accepts no liability for consequential 
and indirect damages arising from its use. IOM  OIM

South Sudan reported access incidents
(January-August 2016)

Partners continue 
to face impediments 
to accessing areas 
outside Wau town 
despite assurances 
and producing the 
required documents at 
checkpoints. 
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