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“TELL YOUR STORIES” EU URGES DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS

Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific Deputy Head of Delegation 
Johnny Engell-Hansen (2nd from left) cuts the EYD 2015 cake with the  French 
Ambassador to Fiji Michel Djokovic , EU Head of Cooperation Renato Mele and 
development partners at the launch at the  EU headquarters in Suva. 
Source: Losana McGowan, BSRP

Source: Losana McGowan, BSRP

The European Union (EU) is working with devel-
opment partners in the Pacific region to highlight 
impacts of their work by “telling their stories” as 
part of the EU’s Year for Development, #EYD2015.

The initiative was launched in Suva last month 
by the Deputy Head of Delegation of the EU in 
the Pacific, Johnny Engell-Hansen. "The EYD is a 
great opportunity to effectively communicate the 
results of development assistance to Europeans, 
to Pacific people and to the rest of the world. The 
EYD 2015 campaign is a simultaneous exercise 
all over the world and we have several initiatives 
planned with our partners in the region. These 

will focus on specific thematic areas each month. 
For instance, the theme for January is 'Europe in the 
World', while February will focus on education and 
March will highlight women and girls and so forth," 
said.

BSRP Initiatives towards #EYD2015 and beyond
The Africa-Caribbean-Pacific group of States (ACP)-

EU funded, Secretariat of the Pacific Community 
(SPC) implemented Building Safety and Resilience 
in the Pacific (BSRP) project team has decided 
on a number of innovative ways to highlight the 
impact of our work in the region. Project man-
ager Taito Nakalevu said; “Our team has decided 
that apart from the months of July (children and 
youth) and November (humanitarian aid) that we 
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The first two months of 2015 marks a busy period for the 
BSRP team at the national level and the project management 
unit at SPC.  Project activities for 2014 were reviewed, plan-
ning for 2015 carried out and implementation in progress.

Welcome to the second issue of Resilient Futures.

This issue has a special focus on Tuvalu. We will introduce 
you to some of the Tuvalu BSRP project National Steering 
Committee (NSC) members and a short question and an-

swer session with the chairman, Mr 
Sumeo Silu. Hope you enjoy the 
detail coverage.

This year also marks the Euro-
pean Year for Development, the 
#EYD2015. With the theme “Our 
World, Our Dignity, Our Future”, the 
aim of this campaign is to share our 
stories of development in the Pacific 
within the region and with the rest of 
the world.

In supporting the #EYD2015, we’re 
excited to be sharing how the ACP-
EU funded BSRP project is directly 

impacting the lives of our people in the Pacific and 
Timor Leste and helping reduce their vulnerability 
to disasters and climate change.

Please send us your feedback regarding any activi-
ties of interest or content of this newsletter via the 
details supplied at the end of this newsletter.

Happy reading and stay safe.

Taito Nakalevu.



   Federated States of Micronesia disaster response plan reviewed

have as the thematic areas that we agreed upon 
with the EU, we will utilise every opportunity we 
can to create visibility on the impact of our work 
not only for this year but for the duration of our 
project. 

These includes short two minute videos that we 
will upload onto our website and send to the EU, 

twitter feeds, interviews with community members 
who are beneficiaries of our project in the region as well 
as the various stakeholders we work with. 

This has started with the twitter feeds and we will 
increase our visibility by also working closely with the 
SPC communications team, and utilising SPC social 
media platforms that are already in existence.” 

The  United States of America’s support to disas-
ter response had changed after the responsibility 
shifted from the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA) to USAID. They are now 
treating that support as an international assistance 
which meant that the Federated States of Microne-
sia (FSM) needed to review its response plans to be 
able to take a lead role.

Through the Africa Caribbean Pacific (ACP) Eu-
ropean Union (EU) funded and Secretariat of the 
Pacific Community (SPC) implemented Building 
Safety and Resilience in the Pacific (BSRP) project 
a consultant was engaged to support the review of 
the 2005 Multi State Multi Hazard Plan. The pri-
mary aim was to strengthen the coordination and 
ensure that the national government is able to lead 
the response efforts and other partners can come 
and support. The United Nations response system 

        New Secretary General for Micronesia Red Cross and Pohnpei DCO engaged in the discussion. Source: Noa Tokavou, BSRP

is changing, promoting agency multi sector approach 
which the review had attempted to embrace . 

The review commenced in mid-November starting with 
the consultation with the national government depart-
ments and offices.  The review team, led by the Office 
of Environment and Emergency Management (OEEM) 
visited all the 4 states, meeting government agencies, 
community leaders, Non Governmental Organizations, 
women, youth and persons living with disability .

As an outcome of the initial consultation a draft re-
sponse plan was prepared which was reviewed in the 
past two week and the final draft is expected in the 
first week of February. It is anticipated that once the 
National Disaster Response Plan is endorsed, the states 
will review their arrangements as well to provide a 
more coherent and consistent effort in providing timely 
humanitarian assistance to  disaster victims.

from page 1
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Tuvalu members at the second National Steering Committee meeting in Funafuti with BSRP project officer in 
charge of Tuvalu, Waisale Naqiolevu (first from right). Source: Losana McGowan, BSRP

SPECIAL FOCUS: TUVALU
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What are your thoughts on the activities that have 
been implemented and those that are planned for this 
year?
I am very happy with the progress we have made so far 
and the efforts of the NSC to ensure that we complete 
our targeted activities last year. Despite a few minor 
setbacks our activities are on target and we anticipate 
another busy and fruitful year this year. So far so 
good.

What are some of the immediate activities planned 
for this year?
There are various activities we have planned and lead-
ing this will be an awareness trip to Vaitupu Island to 
create awareness on disaster risk reduction. This trip 
will include various stakeholders who are also mem-

bers of our NSC, the Police, Fire Services, Gender 
department, Disabled Persons Association, Red 
Cross and a few others. The major outcome of this 
trip will be the formulation of a disaster response 
plan for the community which they will formulate 
themselves after the awareness and training from us. 

What has been some of the challenges you have 
faced since inception and how have you dealt with 
these?
The only two challenged faced are the lack of staff, 
I am the National Disaster Management Office 
(NDMO) Coordinator and the only staff. There are 
so much to be carried out and thankfully BSRP is 
planning to hire a project coordiator which will ease 
the load. The other challenge has been the procure-
ment procedures. It takes a long time for funds to 
be disbursed to us but I do understand that it is not 
an easy process. I hope that this will improve in the 
near future as it will help my work a lot. We need 
the money to implement our activities and when 
funds are slow implementation is slow. 

Q & A’s with National Steering Committee (NSC) Chairman Sumeo Silu

“Despite a few minor setbacks our activi-
ties are on target and we anticipate another 
busy and fruitful year this year. So far so 
good.” - Silu

    Sumeo Silu



Children playing next to a water tank donated by the EU in Funafuti. Source: Losana McGowan

and fire hoses.
-

ed by the National Fire Authority (NFA) of --Fiji.

between Tuvalu Police and NFA Fiji/CFA Victoria

awareness program as part of International Womens 
Day.

-
lice department with safety/protective gear.

training and island disaster plan development begin-
ning with Vaitupu in March.

Planned activities for Year 2 - Tuvalu
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Nanumaga Island and Nui Island.

Nanumea Island.

equipment purchase for the National Coordination 
Council to include power supply backup and com-
munications equipment.

the Disaster Management Office to support BSRP 
implementation.

Country Fire Authority (CFA) Victoria, Australia 

Construction of the Niutao Island 
storage shelter which is now complete.
Source: Tusi Finikaso, Climate Change & 
Disaster Management Officer Tuvalu Red 
Cross.

Full story next page



Niutao Island Storage Shelter completed
an initiative of the EU, Tuvalu Red Cross, Government of Tuvalu 
and the BSRP. 
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“The project went smoothly from the planning 
phase to the implementation phase. This was partly 
due to the fact that the lessons learnt from previous 
projects: Nanumea Storage Shelter and the Nuku-
laelae Storage Shelter were factored into the Niutao 
Storage Shelter project. 
Despite facing difficulties during the project, such 
as communication breakdown between the Tuvalu 
Red Cross office in Funafuti and Tuvalu Red Cross 
members in Niutao, everything worked out in the 
end. Perseverance from all parties concerned with 
an interest in the completion of the Niutao Storage 

Shelter resulted in the completion of the project 
within the time frame.
The biggest challenge that was faced however was 
the arrival of funding. When we were advised that 
we could start the project, we worked as fast as 
possible to get all freight to Niutao as we wanted to 
complete the project by the end of 2014 and it the 
shipping schedule to Niutao was convenient as we 
would spend exactly four weeks in Niutao. Despite 
assurances from the Tuvalu Red Cross HQ and the 
Tuvalu National Disaster Management Office that 
the funds would be in shortly, we persevered and 
completed the project despite not receiving any 
funds. 
This in itself was a very important lesson. Previously 
we had worked with the Pacific Disaster Manage-
ment Program for the Nanumea and Nukulaelae 
Storage Shelters, and funding had not been a prob-
lem when we had left for the respective islands 
before the funding had arrived. 

On a better note, I express my sincere gratitude to 
the EU,  Tuvalu National Disaster Management Of-
fice and the BSRP project for enabling the Niutao 
Storage Shelter to come into fruition.”

Niutao islanders celebrated the completion of their storage shelter with a feast and merry making as it 
was a source of worry during past disasters. Source: Tusi Finikaso, Tuvalu Red Cross.

Report by Tusi Finikaso, Climate Change & Disaster Management Officer Tuvalu Red Cross and NSC 
member 

  Tusi Finikaso
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Meet some of theTuvalu NSC members

Matakina Simii, Fusi Alofa (Disabled 
Persons Organisation), “People living 
with disabilities are the most vulnerable 
during a disaster, hence our inclusion 
in this NSC is very important to ensure 
inclusive policies and activities are 
inlcuded.”

Aupelosa M Tehulu, Director, Public 
Works department, “We assist the vari-
ous emrgerncy services during a disaster 
and we’re looking forward to creating 
awareness with other committee mem-
bers around Tuvalu.”

Yvette D’Unienville, Tuvalu Media Coor-
poration, “I’ve reiterated to the NSC the 
importance of reporting on our activi-
ties. We need to tell the world what we’re 
doing in Tuvalu and my role is to see that 
it happens.”

Elifaleti Ene, Tuvalu Meteorology Servic-
es “This is a very important collaboration 
between stakeholders working in the area 
of disaster risk reduction and doing our 
best to assist the people of Tuvalu.”

Lanuola Fasiai, Gender Affairs depart-
ment, “We have awareness activities 
planned and the first one will be during 
the. International Women’s Day on March 
8th, 2015.”

Uatea Vave, Department of Agriculture 
“Foood security is a vital issue for Tuvalu 
and being part of this committee is im-
portant for our department.”

POLICE COMMISSIONER FULLY SUPPORTS NSC ACTIVITIES

“I was not present at the first NSC meeting, however, I am 
happy with the activities implemented and those planned 
for this year. We will be part of the awareness trip to Vaitupu 
and other islands and this will be a very important trip to 
inform community members of regulations and also our 
roles during a disaster. The police department plays a crucial 
role in assisting the NDMO evacuate and ensure safety dur-
ing a disaster so our involvement in this committee is vitally 
important.”

Tipelu Kauani, Tuvalu Police Commissioner
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Niue develops roadmap to guide the 
development and strengthening of emergency 
management
Report by Anthony Blake, Officer, Pacific Islands Emergency Management Alliance

“A strategic planning workshop 
recently took place to develop a 
roadmap to guide the development 
and strengthening of emergency 
management utilising a whole of 
nation approach and an integrated 
approach across all agencies in-
volved in emergency management 
in Niue. 

Niue is the second pacific nation 
to take on this planning process 
with the expectation that this 
roadmap will provide a direction 
for the agencies as well as guide re-
gional and international partners 
in their approach to strengthening 
emergency management in Niue

This process has been made possi-
ble through the support of the Ni-
uean Government and the funding 
available through the EU EDF10 
BSRP Project of which Niue is 
one of 15 Pacific Island Countries 
(PICs) that are receiving fund-

ing  towards increasing community 
resilience to disasters and improved 
safety and risk reduction.

About 15 participants from the Po-
lice, Fire, Tourism, Infrastructure, 
Transport, Civil Aviation, Utilities, 
Meteorology, Environment and 
Health attended the two day work-
shop which aims to strengthening 
inter agency cooperation, develop 
a common understanding of joint 
operational needs and develop a 
multi- agency, whole of government 
roadmap for emergency manage-
ment

The roadmap forms part of the sup-
port SPC is providing through an 
initiative called the Pacific Islands 
Emergency Management Alliance 
(PIEMA) which looks at developing 
integrated, interoperable and sus-
tainable solutions for PICs across 
the three primary agencies; the 
National Disaster Management Of-
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Anthony Blake, 1st from left with workshop participants. Source: Pacific Way Team

fice, Fire and Emergency Services and 
Police. PIEMA was established in 2013 
with its inaugural meeting in Welling-
ton, NZ last year. PIEMA is supported 
by SPC, AFAC, OCHA and MCDEM 
with SPC providing the secretariat 
services. 

PIEMA is currently funded by the 
European Union (EU) through BSRP 
and is currently working on a strategic 
plan to engage other funding sources 
to better support the three primary 
agencies across the Pacific.

Niue, under BSRP, is also undertak-
ing several key activities with their EU 
funding allocation including activities 
such as developing a Drought Plan, 
Construction of a National Emergency 
Management Center, retrofitting exist-
ing emergency shelters as well as train-
ing in emergency management, shelter 
management and search and rescue.”

Watch the video on: 
http://youtube/PbsEjS5CVr0
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Renovations at Palau’s National Emergency Management Office to 
improve service.
Report by Noa Tokavou, Officer DRM North Pacific

Noa Tokavou

Renovations to the National Emergency Management Office (NEMO) in Palau will ensure a 
fast process of obtaining vital information, collation of reports and timely services provided 
to 20,956 people during a disaster. 

Funded by the ACP-EU SPC BSRP project, the renovation works will include a resting/
sleeping area, meeting/training room, toilet/shower room and a storage room. At present pre 
stock supplies like Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) are stored in containers outside of 
the NEMO complex and adds another level of complexity when trying to access them at the 
height of typhoon winds.
Why the need for renovation?

“A strategic planning for Emergency 
Management (EM)workshop was 
held on the 3rd and 4th of December 
at the National Disaster Management 
Office( NDMO) Emergency Opera-
tion Centre (EOC). The main output 
of the workshop was contributions 
from key stakeholders. Dialogue 
around the following topics provided 
valuable insights and helped those 
present to identify entry points for 
strengthening EM capacity in Va-
nuatu: 

system;

Response Unit;

entities (Fire Service, NERG, VHT)

Systems;

In addition, the workshop provided 
an opportunity for Greg Kent, a 
Superintendent from ACT Fire & 
Rescue Service, to discuss the pos-
sibility of a twinning arrangement 
between Vanuatu Fire and ACT Fire 
& Rescue Services. A draft MoU has 
been prepared to outline the details of 
this relationship. 

On the 1st and 2nd of December the 

team met with the following stake-
holders: NDMO Director, the Mayor 
of Port Vila, the head of the Vanuatu 
Monetary Fund, the Fire Chief, the 
Commissioner of Police, the Secretary 
General of the Vanuatu Red Cross & 
representatives of ProMed. Site visits 
included viewing the facilities at the 
NDMO, the Fire Station, Vanuatu Red 
Cross and ProMed.”

Strategic Planning for Emergency Management Workshop, Vanuatu

In late 2012, Typhoon Bopha 
impacted Palau and affecting 
hundreds of people, destroying 
70 homes and displacing 131 
people. Soon after in 2013 super 
Typhoon Haiyan devastated 
the islands again especially the 
northern-most state of Kayangel, 
destroying 39 homes and some 
parts of Babeldaob Island. 
During Haiyan, the absence of 
a decent resting/sleeping place 
within National Emergency 
Management Office (NEMO) 

caused a lot of inconvenience for 
the National Emergency Centre 
(NEC) members who had come 
in earlier to assist the NEMO staff 
in monitoring the typhoon as they 
were stranded at the NEOC and 
cannot return home. They had to 
rest on benches and tables in the 
office spaces out of the Operation 
Room in the NEOC. 

About Palau
The Republic of Palau is a small 
independent island nation, under 

the Compact of Free Association 
with the United States of America 
and is located in the North Pacific 
at 137 degrees Latitude and 134 
degrees Longitude with a total land 
area of 171 square miles or 444 
square km. Hazards that have had 
the greatest impacts on Palau in the 
past are typhoons and storm surges. 
Storm surges and the resultant salt 
water inundation of taro fields and 
water tables are a pressing concern 
and appear to be linked to climate 
change and sea level rise. 

Report by Suzanne Paisley and Anthony Blake, BSRP

Participants presenting at the strategic planning for 
emergency management. Source: Anthony Blake, BSRP



Timor Leste scoping mission a success
Report by Taito Nakalevu, BSRP Project Manager

Taito Nakalevu (3rd from right) with the mission team from the Australian Northern Territory 
Fire and Rescue Services and the delegation from Timor Leste. 

Vice Minister, Ministry of Social Solidarity
The meeting with the Vice Minister went well. After my 
briefing on the BSRP project, and the Pacific Islands 
Emergency Management Alliance (PIEMA), general 
discussion ensued. The Vice Minister raised a few ques-
tions on how the twinning arrangement would roll out 
and funding. The team from the Northern Territory Fire 
and Rescue Service responded to the question of rolling 
out. They envisage a staged approach whereby low hang-
ing fruits that do not need much resource carried out 
quickly, followed by a longer term strategic arrangement 
that would involve capacity support in all facets of emer-
gency response work. I addressed the issue with regards 
to funding and informed the Vice Minister that the BSRP 
would take on much of the funding needs while further 
support would be sources from other donors. 

Fire Service – Director Civil Security
The Director hosted the mission team at his office with 
his Fire Chief, deputy and senior officers. There was a 
good exchange of information between the Director, SPC 
and the Northern Territory Fire and Rescue Service Fire 
Chief on experiences and how best they can work to-
gether. The Director pointed out that the needs of the Fire 
include: 

   Command Management etc.
The Director was informed that the needs he has iden-
tified for the Fire Service would be considered in the 
overall scheme of things to be developed.

National Police Timor Leste - Police Commander, 

Chief Superintendent Armando Monteiro 
In summary, the Commander was very happy with the 
visit from the SPC and NT and he is fully supportive of 
the need for a closer collaboration between emergency 
responders. He acknowledges that a good Command, 
Control and Coordination system need to be in place so 
that Timor Leste can better deal with disasters or civil 
unrests. With support from the Australian Federal Police 
(AFP), they are currently working on a good Information 
Management System (IMS). The AFP is also supporting 
them to improve their EOC at the national and district 
level. He looks forward to further training and capacity 
support from the twinning arrangement with the Northern 
Territory Fire and Rescue Service.

Ralf Ernst, Chief Technical Advisor, UNDP
The meeting with Mr Ralf Ernst was convened to share 
information and also to ensure that the BSRP project, the 
UNDP and World Bank Dili-Ainaro roading project do 
not duplicate activities but work together synergistically. 
At the end of the meeting it was realized that the two pro-
jects do not overlap but have areas of opportunities where 
they can co-fund and co-implement activities.

Who benefits from the BSRP activities in Timor Leste?
The assistance provided by SPC will help the Emergency 
Response agencies in Timor Leste to work better and 
closely together. Also, assistance from the project would 
help the Government of Timor Leste work on policies and 
DRM coordination efforts at the national and district and 
sub-district level which would ensure that assistance trick-
les right down to the community level where vulnerability 
is high and ability to respond and recover from disasters is 
very low.

In December of last year BSRP project 
manager and officer in charge of Timor 
Leste Taito Nakalevu carried out a scop-
ing mission to Timor Leste accompa-
nied by the Australian Northern Terri-
tory Fire and Rescue Services officers to 
explore twinning arrangement oppor-
tunities, facilitated the second steering 
committee meeting and to progress the 
BSRP project manager position with 
the Ministry of Social Solidarity.

Below are the updates from the various 
meetings convened.
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Pictorial...

  Yap and Kosrae DCO’s discussion the draft plan with Asst Di-
rector R&D Alissa takesy. Source: Noa Tokavou, BSRP

  Water tanks ready for delivery to communities in the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands. Source: Noa Tokavou, BSRP

Participants at the Strategic Planning for Emergency Manage-
ment workshop in Vanuatu: Source: Anthony Blake, BSRP

Australian fire and emergency services personnel from the 
Northen Territory strategising with representatives of the Timor 
Leste fire department. Source: Taito Nakalevu, BSRP

Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific Deputy Head of 
Delegation Johnny Engell-Hansen at the launch of #EUEYD2015.
Source: Losana McGowan, BSRP

Federated States of Micronesia national department representa-
tives participatig during the review of the National Disaster 
Response Plan in Pohnpei. Source: Noa Tokavou, BSRP
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Upcoming Events
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March 1st - 12th , 2015:     Online training course on flood modelling for management. Theme:    
                       Flood,  Early Warning, Risk Identification & Assessment, Urban Risk &   
                       Planning.

March 8th, 2015:                   Disaster Risk Awareness, International Women’s Day, Tuvalu.

March 9th - 13th, 2015:       USAR Study Tour, New Zealand hosted by the NZ Fire Service.

March 14th - 18th, 2015:     3rd World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, Sendai, Japan. 

March 16th - 20th, 2015:    Strategic Roadmap for Emergency Management in the Cook Islands, 
            Rarotonga, Cook Islands.

March 23rd - 27th, 2015:    Pacific Gender and Climate Change Toolkit Training, Apia, Samoa. 

March 23rd - 27th, 2015:   Emergency Operation Centre Study Tour, Emergency Management, 
            Victoria, Melbourne, Australia.

April 1st, 2015:                     AFAC Pacific Islands Liaison Officers meeting, Canberra, ACT, Australia. 

April 13th - 17th, 2015:      Post Disaster Needs Assessment, Training,  Palau.

             
ACP-EU/SPC BSRP Project

Disaster Reduction Programme
Geoscience Division

Postal Address:
Private Mail Bag, GPO, Suva,

Fiji Islands
Street Address:

241 Mead Road, Nabua,
Fiji Islands

Tel: +679 3381 377 Ext: 36223
Fax: +679 3370 040

Email: bsrp@spc.int or losanam@spc.int

What do you think of our newsletter? 
We would love to hear from you. 

Please send us your feedback;


