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This report is produced by OCHA Mali in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Mali. It covers the period from 20 to 
26 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 13 March. 

Highlights 
• Improved access continues to be 

observed in central regions while in 
northern regions the threat of mines, 
recent violence and on-going military 
operations restrict humanitarian 
activities. Despite this challenge, WFP 
opened a new land route from Niger 
to reach northern Mali and a first 
convoy of trucks delivered 200 tons of 
food to Menaka.  

• The protection of civilians and the 
respect for human rights remain 
among the top priorities. Risks related 
to the explosive remnants of war and 
mines, gender based violence and 
child protection are still of concern.  

• The education of 700,000 children is 
disrupted and 200,000 among them 
still with no access to school both in 
the North and South of the country.  

• According to the Committee for 
Population Movement, there were 
260,665 IDPs in Mali as of 20 
February, compared to 227,206 as of 
31 December 2012.  

15,715 
New IDPs in Ségou, 
Mopti and Bamako 
(reported 12 Jan-10 
Feb) 

260,665 
Total estimated 
IDPs in Mali as of 20 
February 2013 

21,645 
Malian refugees in 
neighbouring 
countries (11 Jan – 
11 Feb) 

170,313 
Total Malian 
refugees registered 
in neighbouring 
countries (26 
February)  

$373 mil 
Financial 
requirements 
outlined in 2013 Mali 
CAP 

4.6% 
Share of CAP 
requirements that 
have been funded 

Situation Overview 
Humanitarian partners continue to find ways to access to the northern region despite security challenges.  On 22 
February, WFP opened a new land route from Niger to reach northern Mali and a first convoy of trucks departed 
from Niamey delivered 200 tons of food to Menaka. WFP and his partner ACTED plan to distribute food assistance 
to 24,000 food-insecure people in the coming days using this route.  

Nevertheless access remains limited due to the security conditions. There were renewed clashes in Gao during the 
week, including in the centre of the town. Further north, car bombs have exploded in Inhalit and Kidal, killing up to a 
dozen persons, including civilians. While deadly military operations involving French and Chadian militaries 
continue in the mountainous Adrar des Ifhogas, a recently created “Mouvement arabe de l’Azawad” (MAA) clashed 
with MNLA militants in the Kidal region.     

While few additional displacements have been reported, the National Committee for population movements (CMP) 
has published a new report on displaced persons. According to the CMP, there were 260,665 IDPs in Mali as of 20 
February, compared to 227,206 as of 31 December 2012. The figure includes 15,715 IDPs arrived in Bamako, 
Segou and Mopti regions from the north between 12 January and 10 February. However, figures for IDPS in the 
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north have not been updated and date back 1 October for Timbuktu region, 31 October for Kidal region and 8 
December for Gao region. The CMP has also confirmed 2,309 returns to northern regions since 10 January.  

UNICEF has raised concern about the disruption of the education of some 700,000 Malian children, leaving 
200,000 still with no access to school both in the North and South of the country. According to UNICEF, since 
January 2012, 115 schools in the North were closed, destroyed, looted and in places contaminated with 
unexploded ordnance. Many teachers have failed to return to the North and already overcrowded schools in the 
South cannot cope with the influx of displaced students from the North. 

Following his mission to Mali, last week, OCHA Operations Director, John Ging stated that people in the north 
people “…want protection, they want to send their children back to school, to have a functioning health service, to 
reopen markets and to sow their crops on time for a successful harvest”.  

Funding 
 

As of 26 February, the Mali CAP had received $$17,215,604 – or 4.6 per 
cent of the $373,131,447 required. To date, five out of nine clusters have 
received some funding: Emergency Shelter and NFIs (34.1 per cent of 
cluster needs), Nutrition (1.1 per cent), Protection (8.4 per cent), Health 
(5.2 per cent), Food Security (5.8 per cent) and emergency 
Telecommunications (43.9 per cent, following a CERF Allocation). 
Common services have also mobilized 12.8% of required funding.  

In addition, donors have committed or pledged roughly $34.6 million for 
humanitarian needs related to the Mali crisis which have not, or not yet, 
been assigned to CAP projects. This includes €20 million ($26,5 million) 
committed by the European Commission for nutrition and refugee 
assistance. 
 
 
*Committed funds in the chart refer to $26.6 million not yet allocated to CAP projects. All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are 
encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org  
 

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 
Needs: 

• Based on a visit to Mopti and Timbuktu led by OCHA on 21 and 22 February, it was reconfirmed that 
significant protection risks and impacts on the population in these areas persist.  

• There is an urgent need to rebuild trust and confidence amongst communities in the north. People in areas 
like Timbuktu are still traumatized and in fear. Most people are still afraid to move even short distances 

• On 6 February, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) principals agreed to strengthen protection 
capacity in all accessible areas including strengthening protection monitoring systems. Under the 
leadership of the protection cluster, there is a need for child protection actors to be involved in ensuring 
that the design of the monitoring system considers child protection risks and issues. 

• Advocacy is needed to ensure that the inter-ministerial act on the protection of children formerly associated 
with armed groups, signed on 7 February, is being disseminated and implemented by the government. 

Response:  

• On 22 February the National Directorate for the Promotion of Women and Children (DNPEF) organised an 
inter-agency meeting to evaluate and identify recommendations related to the first International Day 
against the Use of Child Soldiers in Mali.  

• A five-day training on the Child Protection Information Management System began in Bamako on 25 
February by IRC for participants from thirteen different national, international and governmental child 
protection bodies. 

 Consolidated Appeal – Mali – 2013 

$373 million  required 
 

 

Non 
funded 

95.4% 

committed 

4,6% 
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• ICRC is carrying out identification, documentation, tracing and reunification of unaccompanied children in 
Bamako. IRC has finalized its report on the identification of separated and unaccompanied children 
between Mopti and Ségou. 

• World Vision has secured funding to train humanitarian actors in Psychological First Aid in Mali. 

Gaps & Constraints:  
• The slow return of civil servants from the Regional Directorate for the Promotion of Women and Children to 

the northern districts creates a human resource gap which is fundamental in child protection programme 
delivery. In addition to advocacy for their return and consideration of other types of support, such as 
psychosocial support, is required for effective return and delivery of quality service. 

 Food Security 
Needs: 

• The food security situation is expected to deteriorate considerably in northern Mali and parts of Mopti 
region starting at the end of February. According to FEWSNet, food security will decline in the first quarter 
of 2013, reaching crisis levels (IPC Level 3) in large swathes of the north by April. Prolonged market 
disruptions, movement restrictions and the coming lean season are driving this trend. As of January 2013, 
WFP estimated that 585,000 people were insecure in the north, with another 1.2 million vulnerable to food 
insecurity. 

Response: 

• In the north, WFP continues to distribute food for about 50,000 beneficiaries in 
Timbuktu. For this programme, WFP works in partnership with Solidarité 
Internationale, in the area of Diré and in partnership with Care in the areas of 
Goundam and Niafunke. WFP launched food deliveries through the logistic route 
Niger - Gao and continues to convoy food to Gao and Kidal from his operational 
base of Mopti. WFP follows the evolution of the security situation and adapts his 
options of food and nutritional assistance routing. Additional food is being shipped to Ménaka. This will 
increase up to 30,000 the number of beneficiaries assisted by WFP and his partner ACTED in the Ménaka. 
Overall, more than 363,000 beneficiaries are targeted by WFP and partners’ food and nutritional assistance 
in the northern regions. 

• In Timbuktu, FAO and Handicap International plan to distribute during the counter season (between 
February and July) 285 tons of manure and to provide fuel and lubricating valued at more than $45,000 to 
3,800 vulnerable household beneficiaries exploiting 950 hectares of irrigated perimeters. These perimeters 
produced important quantities of rice during the crop year 2012-2013 in spite of the serious disturbances 
caused by the security crisis but they lack agricultural inputs and money to buy fuel. The project, of an 
amount of $500,000, includes all local implementing partners: the Regional Council of Timbuktu, the 
Regional Direction of Agriculture, the Associations of the producers of Timbuktu and Community Leaders.   

• In the centre and the south of the country, WFP continues to provide monthly rations of food to internally 
displaced persons and host families. Distributions are on-going for 12,000 beneficiaries in Bamako, 5,000 
beneficiaries in Kayes, 20,000 beneficiaries in Mopti. Food distributions are planned for the other regions. 
In January, WFP reached more than 80,000 beneficiaries in the south of the country. 

• The NGO Welthungerhilfe distributed 841 tons of maize for the benefit of 16,820 households in the 
localities of Diéma, Nioro, Yélimané, Banamba, Nara and Bandiagara, within the framework of a food 
security project for the regions of Kayes, Koulikoro and Mopti. Moreover, the NGO distributed 100 tons of 
gardening seeds (onion, potato, aubergine, cabbage, tomato, okra, carrot, sweet pepper, lettuce) 
in Tenenkou. A total of 2,300 women and 78 women’s associations benefitted from the gardening seeds in 
these various localities. 

• Cash transfer activities continue in several regions. In Mopti region, 192 vulnerable households of Bankass 
area –or 1,168 people- benefitted from such transfers carried out by the NGO CRS under its private 
funding. Each beneficiary received 8,000 CFA (approximately 16 dollars) calculated on the basis of food 

10.000 
Households benefited  
from  cash transfers in 

Mopti and Segou 
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need identified following an assessment. CRS also carried out a rapid assessment in San and Tominian 
(Ségou region), and in Koutiala and Yorosso (Sikasso region). This week, CARE finalized the payment of 
15,000 FCFA by household to more than 7,900 households in the areas of Mopti, Djenne, Tenenkou and 
Bankass (region of Mopti), thanks to a Netherlands Embassy funding. In the region of Ségou, CARE 
finalized the payments of 920 highly vulnerable households thanks to funding allocated by ECHO and the 
Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Due to insecurity, road transport remains a challenge in the north of Mali. 

 Nutrition 
Needs: 

• According to the 2012 SMART survey, 210,000 children are at risk of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM) in 2013, and 450,000 are at risk of moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM). 

• Since January 2013, nine multi-sector rapid assessments were conducted by 
NGO partners in the north (Timbuktu and Kidal) and the Centre (Mopti and 
Ségou). The results show, to date, no recent and sudden deterioration in the 
nutritional status of children. In order to obtain comparative results, a meeting of 
the sub-group “nutritional surveillance” is planned on 27 February to allow partners to jointly define a rapid 
assessment methodology for nutrition. 

Response: 
• As of 24 February, 18,208 children under 5 had been newly admitted to treatment centres for acute 

malnutrition in 2013. At national level, 57% of new admissions are registered in URINAM (56% for the 
north/59% for the south) while 43% were admitted in URENAS/URENI (44% for the north and 41% for the 
south). 

New admissions to nutrition treatment centres (weeks 1 to 8 of 2013) 

Type of new admission South* North* Total 

URENAM (for treatment of MAM) 9,665 958 10,623 

URENAS (for treatment of SAM) 6,121 692 6,813 

URENI (for intensive care) 721 51 772 

Total 16,507 1,701 18,208 

*Sources: Data for the south come from the National Health Directorate and the Nutrition Division. Data from the north come only from NGOs working in 
the north : ALIMA-AMCP (Timbuktu), ACF-E (Gao) and MDM-B (Gao et Kidal). To date, no figure for the northern regions has been received by the 
cluster Nutrition 

 

• The nutrition cluster’s Coordinator is on mission to Mopti to define in collaboration with local and international 
partners the local coordination strategy. Access to three out of eight health districts in Mopti remains difficult 
for NGO partners.    

• Many NGO partners in the three northern regions that had temporarily suspended the mobile clinics due to 
the military intervention have resumed their activities. Following a proposition from the nutrition cluster, a 
meeting will be held on 28 February with partners to discuss sectorial coordination mechanism for these 
areas and to identify the implementation modalities. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• The coverage of nutrition needs by partners remains insufficient. The latest mapping of acute severe 
malnutrition activities reveals that 710 health facilities (CESCOM and CSREF) out of 1,264 health facilities 
registered in the country (56%)  remain without any support from NGOs  

210,000 
Children at risk of 

severe acute 
malnutrition in 2013 
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• To date, nutrition partners have received only $3 million (or 4%) out of $73,7 million required in the CAP Mali 
2013 for 21 projects. 

 Education 
Needs: 

• 66 schools in the region of Timbuktu have reopened in the districts of Gourma-Rharous, Goundam, Dire, and 
Timbuktu giving access to education to nearly 20,000 students with support from 340 teachers. Regional 
authorities have highlighted the need for the implementation of schools feeding programs and the provision 
of teaching learning materials in all functional schools.  

• Host schools (accommodating IDPs) and flood damaged schools in southern regions are still in need of 
support to meet the needs of internally displaced and flood-affected students.  

• With mines and Unexploded Ordnances (UXOs) having been identified in the proximity of schools in conflict-
affected regions of the north, assuring schools grounds are safe for children remains a priority prior to the re-
opening of schools in the north. 

Response: 
• UNICEF is currently distributing 9,424 school kits and 216 teacher kits in 46 

schools flood affected and host schools in the region of Mopti. Since September 
2012, Education Cluster partners have distributed 28,473 school kits and 329 
teacher kits in support of the 2012/13 academic school year.  

• In support of schools opening in Timbuktu, UNICEF is sending 151 School-in-a-
Box Kits, 10 School Kits and 73 Recreational Kits which will benefit 6,048 students 
(2,851 girls) in 7 primary schools. Some 7 Early Childhood Development (ECD) Kits have also been sent to 
support 125 children (73 girls) in 3 pre-schools in Timbuktu region. 

• School sites (including schools in Konna and Douentza) are being inspected for the presence of UXOs, while 
Child Protection Cluster partners are addressing issues pertaining to mine risk education programming in 
affected areas. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Information on the situation in Kidal region and Bourem district in Gao region remains limited due to 
prevailing regional insecurity. The Education Cluster has engaged with partners on the ground to address 
existing information gaps.  

• Funding shortfalls severely undermine the cluster's ability to ensure an effective response. To date, the 
Cluster has received no funding through the 2013 CAP.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Needs: 

• A number of rapid evaluations completed in Mopti, Ségou and Kidal regions to date have raised the following 
observations: 

o Assessment teams observed that most of the WASH needs (water quantity, water quality, 
sanitation, hygiene promotion) in communities were chronic and not necessarily caused by the 
recent military interventions. The influx of displaced persons was an aggravating factor. 

o There are WASH needs in informal settlements – in particularly in Tin Zaoutin on the Algerian 
border.  

o Assessments around areas of intensive fighting (in particularly Diabaly) have revealed 
significant conflict damage to water, education and health infrastructures. 

o There is a high risk of unreliable water provision in major northern cities due to fuel shortages, 
power cuts, lack of qualified staff, lack of treatment chemicals, looting and conflict damage (in 
particular solar panels). 

• Using IOM’s data for displaced families since 5 January, the WASH Cluster has cross-referenced WASH 
Non-Food Item (NFI) kit reports from partners and has concluded that the emergency WASH needs in 

28.473 
School kits distributed 
since September for  

2012/2013 school year 
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Ségou and Mopti have been largely met. However there still remain a large number of unassisted recent 
IDPs in Bamako. UNICEF is working with the Protection Civile to respond to this gap. 

 
Response: 

• Save the Children has distributed 1,500 hygiene kits in Mopti and is currently 
rehabilitating water points in Mopti, Bandiagara and Djenné. 

• Handicap International is rehabilitating water points in Timbuktu in addition to the 
distribution of hygiene kits. 

• Islamic Relief is currently undertaking a comprehensive assessment of WASH 
conditions in Douentza and Gourma-Rharous. OXFAM GB has completed WASH 
evaluations in Ségou, Diabaly, Mopti and Douentza. ACTED has completed evaluations of WASH 
infrastructure in 17 communities around Diabaly and Niono and is seeking funding to repair conflict-related 
damage to community WASH infrastructure. 

• ICRC has distributed hygiene kits in Tin Zaoutin and is in the process of rehabilitating hand pumps and 
other existing water sources. 

• Since January 2013, WASH Cluster partners have rehabilitated a total of 31 water points and a total of 
4,422 Hygiene Kits benefitting 26,532 persons have been distributed by Save the Children, CARE, ICRC, 
CRM, and IOM and CRS. Most of the assistance has been targeted towards Ségou (2,062 Kits) and Mopti 
(2,060 Kits).  

• UNICEF, in collaboration with the Protection Civile, is locating displaced families in Bamako who have not 
received assistance. In addition, a total of 26 tons of material has been sent by UNICEF to the centre and 
north of Mali. The materials include aquatabs, chlorine treatment (HTH) and hygiene kits.  

• UNICEF is working with the Direction Nationale de la Santé to reactivate the Cholera Task Force. The 
WASH Cluster is mapping out communities with high risks of cholera in preparation for the 2013 cholera 
season prevention activities. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• The WASH Cluster has requested an additional USD 4 million (on top of the CAP 2013 Appeal of USD 
54,840,118) in order to respond to the immediate needs following the military interventions. The Cluster is 
requesting funding to respond to the existing WASH needs for 227,206 displaced people, 1.56 million 
people living in areas at risk of cholera, and 1.72 million people living in areas affected by the conflict as 
described in the CAP 2013. To date, the WASH Cluster has not received funding through the CAP. 

 Health 
Needs: 

• The hospital of Mopti, is seeking for support to maximize its functioning and better ensure its objective of 
saving life. The hospital needs about 12 monitors. This hospital of reference that provides care to the victims 
of the UXOs as well as other accidents caused by the military activities in the region has only 2 monitors.  
There is also a need of two horizontal autoclaves for the sterilization of the equipment of the surgery unit. 
The capacity of the autoclave that is being used is insufficient for the needs of the hospital. The digital x-ray 
machine of the hospital is not functioning because the technicians who were supposed to install it never 
show up and the staff needs to be trained on the use of the x-ray machine.  

Response: 
• The medical team deployed by MDM-B with the support of UNICEF to Tin Zaoutin continues to provide 

basic services for preventive actions and for the treatment of people mainly women and children with about 
an average of 50 consultations per day.  

•  In response to the measles epidemic in the district of Tacharane (Gao region), MDM-B, funded by UNICEF, 
set up an emergency health centre for the treatment of the cases and has organized in five districts a 
vaccination campaign targeting 16,111 children (6 months to 15 years old). This represents 98% of the 

26.552 
People in need of 
sanitation kits in 

January  
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targeted population. Since the beginning of the epidemic, 52 cases have been registered just in two-week 
period in a nomadic community. Of these children, 20 are under 10 years-old and three died. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

• Stronger epidemiological surveillance is required in the north.  

Logistics 
• UNHAS proceeded to a landing strip evaluation in Gao on 20 February. The subsequent 

Logistics/Emergency telecommunications (ETC) technical evaluation in Gao awaits security clearance.  
• A specific WFP led Logistics/ETC evaluation is scheduled in Timbuktu on 28 February and will aim at 

defining short-term and mid-term solutions for the re-establishment of WFP and other UN agencies’ 
presence (personnel, office, warehousing and telecommunications). The team will include personnel from 
UNDSS, the Logistics Cluster, ETC and WFP. 

• UNHAS has submitted a new flight schedule to the users’ group. This schedule includes two new 
destinations: Timbuktu and Gao. This brings up to four the local destinations of UNHAS from Bamako 
(Mopti, Kayes, Timbuktu and Gao).  UNHAS continues to fly to Niger from Bamako.   

• The logistic cluster continues to be an active platform for information consolidation and sharing between the 
humanitarian partners. Coordination with partners is maintained through fortnightly meetings and regular 
bilateral meetings. New partners are briefed upon request and can obtain more information on the cluster 
webpage www.logcluster.org.    

Emergency Telecommunications (ETC) 
• The ETC cluster continues to assist humanitarian organizations on the ground with the programming VHF 

radios after an ETC assessment showed that previous NGO frequencies had been compromised. A total of 
234 Handheld and 15 Vehicles have been reprogrammed. 

• The ETC is also delivering radio training to humanitarian staff on the ground. To date, 146 persons have 
received training.  

• The ETC has received CERF funds for the kick start of the 2013 response.  
• The full deployment of ETC services is envisaged in the northern regions in the near future when UN 

presence is re-established. ETC is on standby for the provision of such services.  

General Coordination 
 

• Information on all regularly scheduled coordination meetings and contact information for all clusters are 
available on mali.humanitarianresponse.info.  

• OCHA organizes a weekly information sharing meeting every Friday. The latest meeting took place on 15 
February. The next meeting will take place on 22 February. 

• OCHA Operations Director, John Ging carried out a four-day humanitarian assessment mission to Mali from 
20 to 23 February. He visited the regions of Timbuktu in the north and Mopti in the centre to get first-hand 
information about the needs of conflict-affected people. He met with the senior Malian officials as well as 
members of the diplomatic corps, the humanitarian community and military authorities. Following this visit he 
briefed journalists in New York on the situation in Mali and advocated for a better access to basic social 
services as well as the protection of civilians and upholding human rights as the top priorities.  

• The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) meeting of 26 February adopted the priority sectorial needs for the 
next 3-4 months. The estimated budget for the implementation of these priorities is $151 million. The 
breakdown down by sector:  Food Security $ 82 million; Nutrition $ 18.25 million; Protection $ 15 million; 
Shelters/NFI $ 4.51 million; Education $ 4.7 million; Wash $ 17.71 million; Health $ 5.13 million; Logistics $ 
2.11 million; Common Services $ 1.58 million.  



Mali Complex Emergency | Situation Report No. 27 | 8 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | mali.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org 

Background on the crisis 
In January 2012, a rebellion erupted in northern Mali led by a Tuareg separatist movement, the Mouvement national de libération de 
l’Azawad (MNLA). The secular MNLA allied with several armed Islamist groups, and their early territorial gains led to a military coup in 
Bamako on 22 March. Under international pressure, the coup leaders quickly ceded power, but some continued to interfere with decisions 
of the new civilian Government. Amid political uncertainty in the capital, the rebellion captured the three northern regions of Kidal, Gao and 
Timbuktu – a mostly desert area slightly larger than France – within several days. They then announced the end of hostilities and 
proclaimed the independent state of “Azawad”, which was rejected by the international community. The situation along the de facto north-
south dividing line remained calm until the end of 2012, when Islamist groups seized power from the MNLA. These groups professed less 
interest in an independent north than in imposing strict Islamic law on the country.  
 
ECOWAS moved to create an African force (AFISMA) to help Malian authorities restore the country’s territorial integrity. The UN Security 
Council authorized this force on 20 December 2012, with an additional mandate to ensure security for humanitarian assistance and the 
voluntary return of displaced people. Shortly afterwards, rebel groups launched an offensive moving south, capturing the town of Konna on 
10 January 2013. The Government of Mali subsequently requested immediate military assistance from France, which began rapidly. The 
current conflict started in the midst of a Sahel-wide food and nutrition crisis that further eroded the resilience of millions of people already 
suffering from chronic poverty. Despite a good harvest in 2012, millions continue to suffer, and the new fighting is creating additional 
humanitarian needs.   

• The HCT also adopted the position paper on the interactions between the humanitarian community and 
armed forces in Mali. This concept paper has been produced by a working group facilitated by OCHA 
Civilo-military Coordinator.   

 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3497 
Guido Pizzini, Information management Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: pizzini@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3203  
Hadija Diakite, Executive Secretary of OCHA Mali Head of Office, E-mail:diakiteh@un.org, tel: +223 7599 55 77 
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: +1 646 266 4410 
 
For more information, please visit:  
http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info or  www.unocha.org/rowca   
To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please email ochamali@un.org  
 


