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Elevating Education through a Contextual Curriculum   

Locally adapted materials 
create better classroom en-
vironments, enrich and im-
prove teacher performance, 
and make learning easier 
for thousands of children.  

 

. 

 

  

Teachers received training from YKW staff 

on how to use the lesson plans and student 

worksheets. 

 

ACTIVITY UPDATE 

“Together with YKW, we have been 
able to advocate for the critical need 
for learning tools and methods that 
are adapted to the highlands. The 
government’s endorsement of this 
curriculum is a big step in helping 
Papuan children.” 

  
Santri Beringin     

Education Officer 
SERASI 

           

Lack of access to quality education keeps many in a vicious cycle of 

illiteracy and poverty in the highlands of Papua. With remote rural 

populations speaking over 250 native languages, many children are 

unable to speak Bahasa Indonesia and begin primary school with a 

major disadvantage. Local NGO Yayasan Kristen Wamena (YKW) 

found that existing Ministry of National Education Mathematics and 

Bahasa Indonesia curriculums for primary school students are far 

above the ability of students in Papua—especially in the highlands. 

Understanding that contextualized curriculum is key to increasing 

students’ ability to adapt and learn the skills they need, Yayasan 

Kristen Wamena’s Teacher Training Institute (STKIP YKW), with the 

support of USAID/SERASI, has developed and launched curriculums 

that are adapted to the local social and cultural context while adher-

ing to  Ministry of National Education standards. The contextual cur-

riculums in Mathematics and Bahasa Indonesia are developed for the 

first and second grades. 

Six pilot schools and 31 parallel schools, with more than 6,000 stu-

dents, took part in this development project. Writers and staff were 

sent to the pilot schools to monitor the practice and implementation 

of the curriculums.  Based on feedback and input from the field, revi-

sions were made and 140 lesson plans and student worksheets were 

completed.  The result is lessons that are in the version of Bahasa 

Indonesia most widely spoken in Papua (Melayu Papua), illustrations 

of objects that are familiar to Papuan children, and interactive learn-

ing activities including songs.  All of this helps ensure that students 

are using curriculums with which they can readily identify.  

Six highland districts have committed to adopt the curriculum. To 

multiply the effect and disseminate the program, YKW will be carry-

ing out a series of Trainings for Trainers, coaching sessions for 

teacher/trainer groups, socialization of the curriculum, and distribu-

tion of books and teaching materials. Teachers will also be equipped 

with books, teaching materials, and sample sets of contextual lesson 

plans to develop and lead the class activities. This program will bene-

fit roughly 32,094 first and second graders in 355 schools across 6 

districts. 

SERASI is a five-year USAID funded project that promotes communi-

ty solutions to governance and social challenges. It is implemented 

by International Relief and Development (IRD). 


