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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Poor rainfall at start of 2015 cropping season delaying 
planting and affecting crop germination and establishment 

 Cereal prices stable at low levels except in conflict-affected 
areas 

 Food security significantly improved since 2014, but 
concerns remain among IDPs and in conflict-affected areas 

 Most acute food insecure people remain among IDPs in 
Darfur and South Kordofan states 

Poor rainfall at start of 2015 cropping season 
delaying planting and affecting crop establishment 

Planting operations of the 2015 sorghum and millet crops (to be 
harvested by October/November), normally completed in July, are still 
underway. An early onset of seasonal rainfall in May was followed by 
poor precipitation in June and July over most cropping areas, which 
delayed planting and negatively impacted germination and 
establishment of early-planted crops. The most affected areas are 
central and eastern Sudan. In particular, in the main sorghum cropping 
areas in Gadarif, Sennar and Blue Nile, the cumulative rainfall received 
in June and July was up to 35 percent below average and, according to 
satellite-based remote sensing analysis (see ASI map), between 
55 and 85 percent of crop land is affected by unfavourable vegetation 
conditions. In El Gezira State, rainfall in June and July was less than 
half of the long-term average and, although the bulk of the crops are 
grown in irrigated federal schemes, they also benefit from rainfall 
especially during the crucial stage of crop establishment. Similarly, in 
southern parts of Northern Kordofan State, an important millet-
producing area, cumulative rainfall in June and July was 35 percent 
below average. In addition, civil insecurity and displacements are 
disrupting agricultural activities in conflict-affected areas of East, 
Central and North Darfur, and in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
In some eastern and central semi-mechanized commercial farming 
areas of the country, fuel shortages have negatively impacted land 
preparation. 

Cereal prices stable at low levels except in conflict-
affected areas 

Prices of locally-produced sorghum and millet, the main staples, after 
having sharply declined in the last quarter of 2014 as the 
commercialization of the bumper 2014 harvest increased supplies, 
remained mostly stable at low levels in 2015 in most monitored 
markets. In July 2015, prices of sorghum and millet were 20-30 percent 
and 30-50 percent, respectively, lower than 12 months earlier due to 
the abundant availabilities from the record 2014 cereal production. 
 
However, in Al Fashir (North Darfur State) sorghum prices steadily 
increased since early 2015, due to trade disruptions caused by the 
escalation of conflict, and in July 2015 they were 32 percent higher than 
in February. In Kadugli (South Kordofan State), prices showed a 
marked volatility in recent months due to insecurity, surging by 
30 percent in May and declining by 21 percent in June and July. 
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Prices of wheat, mostly imported and consumed in urban areas, 
declined by 5 percent in March in the capital, Khartoum, as the local 
harvest increased supplies. Subsequently, prices increased by about 
10 percent in April and slightly declined again between May and July, 
when they were 6 percent lower than 12 months earlier. 

Food security significantly improved since 2014, 
but concerns remain among IDPs and in conflict-
affected areas 

Countrywide, food security conditions have significantly improved 
during the last 12 months, as the bumper 2014 cereal crop production 
increased local supply and reduced most vulnerable households’ 
dependence on markets. As a result of the ample availabilities, the lean 
season in 2015 started in June, about one month later than usual. 
 
According to the June 2015 Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC), 1.3 million resident population and newly-displaced 
persons who were hosted among resident communities are projected 
as severely food insecure (IPC phase: 3 “Crisis: and phase 4: 
“Emergency”) in July 2015. An additional protracted case load of 
2.5 million IDPs are living in the different camps of Greater Darfur, out 
of whom 80 percent were targeted as food insecure by the Food 
Security and Livelihoods Sector in Sudan HRP 2015. Currently, a camp 
profiling exercise is underway by WFP-Sudan to determine the 
vulnerability status of these protracted long-term IDPs. In general, the 
areas most affected by food insecurity are the conflict-affected states of 
Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile with newly-displaced households 
and IDPs without access to humanitarian assistance being the most 
vulnerable groups. These severely food insecure people need food 
assistance and emergency food production and livelihoods support. 
 
The conflict in South Sudan continues to have a significant impact on 
food security in the Sudan. As oil production in South Sudan fell to less 
than half of the oil fields’ full capacity since December 2013, the export 
fees collected for the use of the pipeline and port facilities in Port Sudan 
dropped dramatically with consequent reduction in the Sudan’s national 
revenue and availability of foreign exchange. In addition, as of 30 July, 
about 200 000 South Sudanese refugees arrived in the Sudan, with the 
majority being located in White Nile, Khartoum and West Kordofan 
states. The number crossing the border increased dramatically in June 
and early July following intense conflict in South Sudan’s Upper Nile 
and Unity States. 

 
 

 

 


