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Proposed Commitments for Members States and Humanitarian Stakeholders 

Proposal from the WHS Southern Africa Regional Steering Group  

April, 2016 

The World Humanitarian Summit is expected to be a turning point in the way we address challenges facing 

our common humanity. Global humanitarian needs have never been so high since WWII than now - from 

the crisis in Syria and the drought in Ethiopia, to the conflict in Sudan and the violence in the Lake Chad 

Basin, more than 125 million people around the world whose lives have been devastated by conflict and 

disaster desperately need humanitarian aid and protection." according to the SG - Meanwhile, the cost of 

international humanitarian aid has increased 430 percent from 2004 to 2013. 

In Southern Africa, severe drought triggered by the strongest el-Nino weather event ever recorded has left 

millions at risk of hunger. According to the Food and Nutrition Security Working Group an estimated 31.6 

million people across Southern Africa are currently food insecure. On 15 March 2016, the SADC Council 

of Ministers approved the declaration of this year’s drought s regional disaster, thereby calling on donors 

to assist affected countries.   

The Regional Steering Group in Southern Africa met on 12 April 2016, to discuss and craft messages as 

well as propose Member States’ commitments targeting the High-level round tables and special sessions 

on humanitarian topics that will be deliberated on at the Summit. Proposed commitments and key messages 

have therefore been drafted around five thematic areas that include: i) States’ primary responsibility; ii) 

Role of Regional Economic Communities (RECs); iii) Partnership; iv) Flexible Financing and v) 

Integrated/Mainstreaming Programming.   The themes are also aligned to the five Core Responsibilities 

contained within the Secretary General’s Agenda for Humanity that will be used as a framework for action, 

change and mutual accountability and for implementation in the next three years.    Link: 

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/agenda-humanity-annex-report-secretary-general-world-humanitarian-

summit 

The thematic areas are therefore fundamental to ensuring a fit for purpose architecture to prepare and 

respond to the humanitarian situation in the region as well as contribute to the operationalization of the 

Agenda for Humanity. . 

 

The Agenda for Humanity lists 5 Core Responsibilities (CR): 

  

 

 Core Responsibility One: Global leadership to prevent and end conflicts 

 

  Core Responsibility Two: Uphold the norms that safeguard humanity 

          

 

 Core Responsibility Three:  Leave no one behind 

    

  Core Responsibility Four: Change people’s lives – From delivering aid to ending need 

         

   Core Responsibility Five: Invest in humanity 

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/agenda-humanity-annex-report-secretary-general-world-humanitarian-summit
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/agenda-humanity-annex-report-secretary-general-world-humanitarian-summit
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Proposed commitments for Member States and Humanitarian Stakeholders on key priority thematic 

areas 

1. Reinforcing States’ Primary Responsibility to address urgent humanitarian needs  and to 

protect as well be accountable to affected communities 

 

This thematic area is anchored on Core Responsibility One, Three and Four and targeted to 

High-Level Roundtable on: Political Leadership to prevent conflicts; and Special Session on: 

People-centered Humanitarian Action 

 

Prologue:  National governments need to recall their primary responsibility for the well-being and 

protection of their citizens and lead efforts to develop and implement long-term strategies to 

address crises and support durable solutions.  

 

Proposed commitments 

 Commitment 1. – Commit to exercising leadership and ownership of coordination of 

humanitarian action by facilitating creation of government-led coordination mechanisms 

with all key humanitarian stakeholders, including international partners, civil society and 

private sector, and their alignment to government structures and plans.  

 Commitment 2. – Commit to capacity building and strengthening of its (government’s) early 

warning and early action mechanisms to facilitate humanitarian action; as well as encourage  

government to secure data for evidence-based humanitarian preparedness and response 

 Commitment 3. Commit to ensuring a policy and legislative environment and frameworks 

to facilitate humanitarian action 

 Commitment 5.  Commit to engage with and be accountable to people affected by crises and 

disasters. 

 

2. Role of RECs to support States’ responsibility 

This thematic area is anchored on Core Responsibility One and targeted to High-Level 

Roundtable on: Political Leadership to prevent conflicts; and Special Session on: People-

centered Humanitarian Action 

 

Prologue: Regional Economic Communities/Organizations have made significant progress in 

addressing Disaster Risk Reduction, climate/food security monitoring and conflict early warning 

that has informed Government’s humanitarian and development planning.  

 

Proposed commitments 

 Commitment 1. - Commit to engage with Regional Organizations for their sharing of 

knowledge and expertise to facilitate States’ capacity building for humanitarian action. 
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 Commitment 2. – Commit to strengthen the role of regional organizations through 

promotion of national – level disaster risk reduction, including through the adoption of 

accountability frameworks to measure progress in meeting minimum targets.  

 

 

3. Partnership   

This thematic area is anchored on Core Responsibility Five and targeted to High-Level 

Roundtable on Investing in humanity 

 

Prologue:  Effective partnerships are governed by mutual accountability as key to building 

proactive humanitarian architecture. Partnerships for humanitarian action should be based on 

respect, responsibility, transparency and mutual accountability 

 

Proposed commitments 

 Commitment 1.  - Commit to engage and leverage a cross section of partnerships, including 

private sector, international and local, through existing platforms to facilitate effective 

humanitarian action governed by mutual accountability. 

 Commitment 2. - Commit to engage with private sector to explore potential of tapping into 

the CSR budget and other forms of contributions to support humanitarian action 

 

4. Flexible Financing 

This thematic area is anchored on Core Responsibility Five and targeted to High-Level 

Roundtable on Investing in Humanity 

 

Prologue: Demands on the humanitarian sector are growing but funding is not.  The High-Level 

Panel on Humanitarian Financing released its report on 17 January 2016, titled, ‘Too Important to 

Fail’. The report discusses the chronic gap between humanitarian needs and the assistance actually 

provided. In order to fill in the needs-assistance gap, the report proposes a ‘Grand Bargain’. Link 

to full report: http://reliefweb.int/report/world/high-level-panel-humanitarian-financing-report-

secretary-general-too-important-fail\ 

 

In addition, the role of host countries should be recognized as a significant contribution to 

humanitarian assistance as they bear significant financial and social burdens linked to the impact 

of conflict and natural disasters from neighboring countries e.g. the hosting of refugees for a 

protracted period of time. The international community and bilateral partners therefore need to 

assist and invest in these States to be able to manage large humanitarian caseloads and promote 

social cohesion. 

 

Proposed commitments 

 Commitment 1. - Commit to engage the international community to provide predictable, 

multi-year, un-earmarked financing solutions that reduce risk and vulnerability.  

http://reliefweb.int/report/world/high-level-panel-humanitarian-financing-report-secretary-general-too-important-fail/
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/high-level-panel-humanitarian-financing-report-secretary-general-too-important-fail/


 

4 
 

 

 

 

 Commitment 2. Commit to invest in building sustainable local capacity to empower local 

communities to withstand shocks and to facilitate humanitarian action. 

 Commitment 3. Commit to harnessing the potential of local, diaspora and economic migrants 

in support of humanitarian action, including though financial contributions 

 

 

5. Integrated/mainstreaming programming 

This thematic area is anchored on Core Responsibility Four and targeted to High Level Roundtable 

on Natural Disasters and Climate Change: Managing Risks and Crises Differently 

 

Prologue: There is a need to understand, anticipate and reduce risks. This can be achieved through a 

collective way between humanitarians, development and climate change communities by building a 

coherent approach to risk reduction, accelerating investment in preparedness and reinforcing national 

and local systems to influence early action.  

Proposed commitments 

 Commitment 1. - Commit to promote joint risk and vulnerability assessment, mapping and 

planning.  

 Commitment 2. - Commit to enhance resilience capacities through a multi sectoral approach 

in order to address cyclical crises such as the current El-Nino event.  

 Commitment 3. - Commit to support the development of an integrated strategy that takes a 

longer term yet flexible approach to meeting the needs of affected communities, particularly in 

situations of protracted crises and pandemics such as HIV and AIDS.  

 Commitment 4. - Commit to take a more systematic and integrated approach to risk 

management by forging closer links between planning in climate change adaptation, risk 

reduction, response and recovery 

 Commitment 5. - Commit to create national preparedness strategies and partnerships that 

strengthen national and local emergency management systems for natural disasters. Including 

in this local and national capacity building and training systems.  

Post Istanbul  

We - WHS Regional Steering Group for Southern Africa - call for a post Istanbul Plan of Action to serve 

as a mechanism for the implementation of outcomes of the World Humanitarian Summit 

 


